chicago manual of style footnotes for
quotations examples

chicago manual of style footnotes for quotations examples provide essential guidance for academic
and professional writers seeking to accurately attribute sources. Understanding how to properly
format these citations is crucial for avoiding plagiarism and demonstrating scholarly rigor. This article
will delve deeply into the nuances of using Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) footnotes for quotations,
covering everything from basic formatting to handling specific types of sources. We will explore the
structure of a footnote, the information it requires, and how to differentiate between a first-time
citation and subsequent references. You will find detailed explanations and practical examples for
various media, ensuring you can confidently cite any quotation encountered in your research. The
goal is to equip you with the knowledge to implement CMOS footnote citation effectively and
accurately.
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Understanding the Purpose of Footnotes in CMOS

The Chicago Manual of Style employs a dual-citation system, offering both endnotes and footnotes as
acceptable methods for attributing sources. However, footnotes, appearing at the bottom of the page
where the citation is needed, are often preferred for their immediate accessibility. Their primary
purpose is to provide readers with the precise location of the quoted material within the source,
allowing for easy verification and further research. Beyond simple attribution, footnotes can also
house supplementary information or tangential discussions that might disrupt the flow of the main
text. This dual functionality makes them a powerful tool for academic writing, ensuring clarity and
depth.

Effective use of footnotes enhances the credibility of your work. By meticulously citing every
borrowed idea or verbatim text, you acknowledge the intellectual property of others and build trust
with your audience. The Chicago style, in particular, emphasizes clarity and thoroughness in its
citation practices. Footnotes serve as a direct link between your text and the original source, a
testament to your diligence as a researcher. This direct connection is invaluable for anyone wishing to
delve deeper into the subject matter or scrutinize the evidence presented.



The Anatomy of a Chicago Manual of Style Footnote for
Quotations

A Chicago Manual of Style footnote for a quotation is a standardized entry that includes several key
pieces of information. At its core, it identifies the source from which the quotation originates and,
crucially, the specific location within that source. The structure generally follows a consistent pattern,
although minor variations exist depending on the type of source being cited. The goal is to provide
enough information for a reader to locate the original material with minimal effort.

The essential components of a footnote typically include the author's name, the title of the work,
publication details (such as place, publisher, and year), and, most importantly for quotations, a page
number or range. The format begins with a superscript Arabic numeral in the text, corresponding to
the footnote number at the bottom of the page. The footnote itself starts with the superscript number,
followed by the citation information. For direct quotations, this detailed referencing is paramount.

Essential Components of a Footnote

When constructing a Chicago-style footnote for a quotation, several elements are indispensable.
These components work together to create a clear and unambiguous reference for your reader.
Understanding each part ensures accuracy and adherence to the style guide.

¢ Author's Name: The full name of the author or editor, formatted as First Name Last Name.

o Title of the Work: The full title of the book, article, or other source, italicized for books or in
quotation marks for articles within a larger work.

 Publication Information: This varies by source type but generally includes the city of publication,
the publisher's name, and the year of publication. For articles, it includes the journal name,
volume, issue, and date.

e Page Number(s): The specific page or page range where the quotation can be found. This is
often preceded by "p." for a single page or "pp." for a range.

Formatting Footnotes for Direct Quotations

Direct quotations, where you reproduce a passage verbatim from a source, require precise citation
through footnotes. The initial footnote entry for a direct quotation needs to be comprehensive,
providing all necessary bibliographical data and the specific locator. This detailed first citation ensures
that the reader has all the information needed to find the exact passage you are referencing.

The structure for a direct quotation footnote typically begins with the author's first name, followed by
their last name, then the italicized title of the work, publication details, and finally, the page number.
For instance, if you were quoting from a book, the format would be closely aligned with how it would

appear in a bibliography, but with the author's name first and the inclusion of the page number.



Book Quotation Example

Let's consider a scenario where you are quoting a sentence from a historical analysis book. The
footnote entry in the text would be a superscript number, and at the bottom of the page, the footnote
would be formatted as follows:

1. David McCullough, 1776 (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2005), 112.

In this example, "David McCullough" is the author, "1776" is the italicized title of the book, "New York:
Simon & Schuster, 2005" provides the publication details, and "112" is the specific page number from
which the quotation was taken.

Journal Article Quotation Example

Citing a direct quotation from a scholarly journal article follows a similar principle but incorporates
journal-specific details. The title of the article is placed in quotation marks, and the journal title is
italicized.

2. Sarah M. Broom, "The Roots of Resilience," The Atlantic, October 2020, 34.

Here, "Sarah M. Broom" is the author, "The Roots of Resilience" is the article title in quotation marks,
"The Atlantic" is the italicized journal name, "October 2020" is the publication date, and "34" is the
page number.

Handling Block Quotations

Block quotations, also known as displayed quotations, are longer passages (typically 40 words or
more in prose, or three lines or more in poetry) that are set apart from the main text. They are
indented and do not use quotation marks. The citation for block quotations follows the same
principles as for shorter direct quotations, but their presentation in the text is distinct, and the
footnote placement is also a key consideration.

When introducing a block quotation, you usually do not need a comma or colon immediately before it.
The quotation itself is indented from the left margin. The footnote numeral should follow the final
punctuation of the block quotation. This placement ensures that the entire quoted block is clearly
associated with its source.

Formatting a Block Quotation Footnote

The footnote entry for a block quotation provides the same bibliographical information as a short
quotation but is associated with a visually distinct block of text. The indentation and lack of quotation
marks are key textual features, while the footnote remains standard.

For example, if you were including a substantial excerpt from a historical document as a block
quotation:

The Declaration of Independence states:

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by



their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness. That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the governed.

3. "The Declaration of Independence," adopted July 4, 1776, National Archives, accessed November
15, 2023, https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript.

Note that for foundational historical documents readily available online, the citation might include the
URL and access date, alongside the document's title and adoption date. The page number is omitted
if there isn't a specific pagination in the consulted version.

Footnotes for Indirect Quotations (Paraphrases and
Summaries)

While direct quotations demand verbatim accuracy and specific page numbers, indirect
guotations—paraphrases or summaries of another author's ideas—also require citation. Even when
you rephrase an idea in your own words, you are still borrowing intellectual content, and proper
attribution is essential to avoid plagiarism. The Chicago Manual of Style mandates that readers be
informed of the source of these ideas.

For paraphrases and summaries, the footnote still points to the original source, but it might not
always require the specific page number, especially if the idea is discussed over an extended portion
of the text. However, including the page number is often recommended for greater precision, allowing
readers to locate the specific passage that inspired your paraphrase or summary. This practice
enhances transparency and aids in academic integrity.

Paraphrase Citation Example

When you paraphrase a point made by an author, the footnote should lead the reader to the source.
While page numbers are often beneficial, the core information of author and title remains.

4. McCullough, 1776, 115.

In this example, the paraphrase draws from page 115 of David McCullough's 1776. Even though the
words are your own, the idea is attributed to the original source. This is a "shortened footnote"
format, which we will discuss further.

Summary Citation Example

Similarly, if you are summarizing a larger section or argument from a source, you must still cite it. The
footnote will direct the reader to the relevant work.

5. Broom, "The Roots of Resilience," 32-33.

Here, the summary of an argument from Sarah M. Broom's article is attributed, with the footnote
pointing to pages 32-33, indicating the scope of the summarized material.



Citing Different Types of Sources in Footnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style provides guidelines for citing a wide array of source materials, and the
format of footnotes adjusts accordingly. Whether you are citing a book, journal article, website,
newspaper, or even a visual artwork, each has a specific way of being presented in a footnote to
ensure clarity and completeness. Adhering to these variations is critical for maintaining consistency
and accuracy in your research paper.

The core principle remains the same: provide enough information for the reader to locate the original
source. This involves identifying the author, title, publication details, and specific location. The
nuances lie in what constitutes "publication details" for different media. For instance, a website
citation will differ significantly from a book citation.

Online Resources

Citing online resources has become increasingly common. For websites, you typically include the
author (if available), the title of the specific page or article, the name of the website, the publication
or update date (if available), and the URL, along with an access date.

6. "The History of the Chicago Manual of Style," The University of Chicago Press, last modified
September 1, 2023, https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/about-history.html.

This footnote provides the title of the page, the organization responsible, a modification date, and the
full URL. The access date is important for online content that can change.

Newspaper Articles

Newspaper articles are cited with the author's name (if known), the article title, the newspaper name
(italicized), the date of publication, and the page number or section/page. For online newspaper
articles, a URL and access date would also be included.

7. Anna Quindlen, "What About the Children?" The New York Times, June 1, 1992, A23.

In this example, "Anna Quindlen" is the author, "What About the Children?" is the article title, "The
New York Times" is the italicized newspaper name, "June 1, 1992" is the publication date, and "A23" is
the section and page number.

Subsequent Citations: Shortened Footnotes

Once a source has been fully cited in a footnote for the first time, subsequent references to the same

source can be made using a shortened footnote format. This convention prevents repetitive inclusion

of complete bibliographical information, making the footnotes more concise and less disruptive to the
reading experience. The shortened footnote assumes the reader can refer back to the first full citation
for complete details.

The shortened footnote typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if



the full title is long), and the specific page number. This format is employed for any subsequent
reference, whether for a direct quotation, paraphrase, or summary, as long as it refers to the same
source that was previously cited in full.

Shortened Footnote for a Book

If you have already provided a full citation for McCullough's 1776, a subsequent citation would look
like this:

8. McCullough, 1776, 120.

This entry is much briefer than the initial citation but still provides the author's last name, the title,
and the precise page number. It's clear and efficient for repeated references.

Shortened Footnote for a Journal Article

Similarly, for Sarah M. Broom's article, a subsequent citation would be:

9. Broom, "Roots of Resilience," 35.

Note that the title can be slightly shortened if it remains clear. In this case, "Roots of Resilience" is a
recognizable shortened version of "The Roots of Resilience." The key is that the reader can easily
identify the source from the first full citation.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices for CMOS
Footnotes

While the Chicago Manual of Style provides clear guidelines for footnotes, writers can still encounter
challenges. Common errors often arise from inconsistency, incorrect punctuation, or
misunderstanding the difference between first and subsequent citations. Awareness of these potential
pitfalls can help ensure accurate and professional citation practices.

One of the most frequent mistakes is failing to distinguish between the first, full citation and
subsequent, shortened citations. Another common issue is incorrect punctuation within the footnote,
such as missing commas or misplaced periods. It's also important to pay close attention to the
formatting of titles (italicized for books, in quotation marks for articles) and the specific details
required for different source types.

Key Best Practices

To ensure your footnotes are accurate and professional, consider these best practices:

e Maintain consistency: Apply the same formatting rules throughout your document.

» Double-check page numbers: Ensure they are accurate and correspond to the quoted or



paraphrased material.

» Use a style guide: Refer to the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for definitive
guidance.

 Proofread carefully: Review your footnotes for any grammatical errors or typos.

e Distinguish source types: Understand the specific citation requirements for books, articles,
websites, etc.

e Format block quotes correctly: Ensure they are indented and properly cited.

By meticulously following these practices, you can ensure your Chicago-style footnotes are both
accurate and contribute positively to the scholarly integrity of your work.

When to Use Footnotes vs. Endnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style presents both footnote and endnote systems as valid. The choice
between them often depends on the specific requirements of an assignment or publisher, or simply
personal preference. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference occurs, offering
immediate visibility for the reader. Endnotes, conversely, are collected at the end of the document,
chapter, or book, which can sometimes make the main text appear cleaner and less interrupted.

Regardless of the system chosen, the formatting of the individual citation is identical. The primary
difference is the location of the collected notes. For academic papers, especially those in the
humanities, footnotes are very common. They allow a reader to quickly verify a source without having
to turn to the end of the document, which can be particularly convenient when engaging with
complex arguments or extensive citations.

Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Manual of
Style Footnotes for Quotations

Q: What is the primary purpose of using footnotes for
quotations in the Chicago Manual of Style?

A: The primary purpose of using footnotes for quotations in the Chicago Manual of Style is to provide
readers with a precise attribution of the source material, including the exact location (page number)
from which the quotation was taken, thereby facilitating verification and further research, while also
allowing for the inclusion of supplementary information without disrupting the main text.

Q: How do | format the first footnote citation for a direct



quotation from a book?

A: For the first footnote citation of a direct quotation from a book, you include the author's first name
and last name, the italicized title of the book, publication information (city, publisher, year), and the
specific page number. For example: 1. Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice (New York: Penguin Books,
2003), 45.

Q: What is the difference between a footnote for a direct
quotation and one for a paraphrase?

A: For a direct quotation, the footnote must include the specific page number from which the verbatim
text was taken. For a paraphrase, while the page number is often recommended for precision, it is not
always strictly mandatory if the idea spans a larger section; however, the author and title of the
source are always required for both.

Q: Can | use the same shortened footnote format for both
book and journal article citations?

A: Yes, the principle of the shortened footnote applies to both books and journal articles. After the first
full citation, subsequent references use the author's last name, a shortened title (if applicable), and
the page number. For example: 2. Austen, Pride and Prejudice, 50. or 3. Smith, "Modern Innovations,"
112.

Q: How should | format a block quotation in my text and its
corresponding footnote?

A: A block quotation (typically four or more lines of prose) is presented as a distinct, indented
paragraph without quotation marks. The footnote numeral follows the final punctuation of the block
quotation. The footnote itself contains the full citation information as required for a direct quotation,
including the page number.

Q: What information is essential for citing an online article in
a Chicago-style footnote?

A: For an online article, a Chicago-style footnote requires the author's name (if available), the title of
the article (in quotation marks), the name of the website (italicized), the publication or last updated
date, the URL, and the date you accessed the article.

Q: Is it acceptable to combine different types of information
within a single footnote?

A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style allows for the use of footnotes to include supplementary
commentary or explanations that are not essential to the main text but might be of interest to the
reader. This is known as a "note of clarification" or "aside."



Q: What is the rule for citing a source that has multiple
authors in a footnote?

A: For sources with up to three authors, all names are included in the first footnote citation, formatted
as First Name Last Name, First Name Last Name, and First Name Last Name. For sources with four or
more authors, only the first author's name is listed, followed by "et al."
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