chicago manual of style footnotes for paraphrasing

examples

The Chicago Manual of Style footnotes for paraphrasing examples are crucial for academic and
professional writing, ensuring proper attribution and avoiding plagiarism. This guide delves into the
nuances of correctly citing paraphrased material using Chicago style footnotes, offering clear examples
and explanations. We will explore the fundamental principles behind Chicago style citation, the specific
requirements for paraphrasing, and how to construct accurate and effective footnotes. Understanding
these elements is vital for maintaining academic integrity and presenting well-researched work. This
article will serve as a comprehensive resource for anyone needing to master Chicago style for

paraphrased content.
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Understanding Chicago Style Footnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system. For this discussion, we will focus exclusively on the notes-
bibliography system, which relies on superscript numbers in the text to refer readers to corresponding
footnotes or endnotes. These notes provide detailed bibliographic information for sources cited within

the text.



Footnotes are indispensable tools in academic writing. They allow authors to acknowledge the sources
of their information without disrupting the flow of the main text. Beyond simple attribution, footnotes

can also be used for supplementary information, tangential thoughts, or to offer additional commentary
that doesn't fit neatly into the narrative. In Chicago style, the footnote is the preferred method for end-

of-page citations, offering immediate access to source details for the reader.

The core purpose of any citation system, including Chicago style footnotes, is to give credit where
credit is due. This involves accurately identifying the original author and publication details of any idea,
fact, or quotation that is not common knowledge or derived from personal experience. Failing to do so

constitutes plagiarism, a serious academic offense.

The Art of Paraphrasing in Chicago Style

Paraphrasing is the process of restating someone else's ideas or information in your own words and
sentence structure. It is not merely changing a few words; it requires a deep understanding of the
original text to convey its meaning accurately while demonstrating your own voice and comprehension.
In academic writing, paraphrasing is often preferred over direct quotation as it shows that you have

processed and internalized the information.

However, even when you extensively rephrase an idea, you are still indebted to the original author.
The intellectual property and the core concept belong to the original source. Therefore, Chicago style
mandates that all paraphrased material must be cited. This is where the importance of understanding

how to create Chicago manual of style footnotes for paraphrasing examples becomes paramount.

The key distinction between quoting and paraphrasing is the presentation. Quotations use the exact
wording of the source, enclosed in quotation marks. Paraphrasing reworks the language and structure,
aiming for clarity and integration with your own writing. Regardless of the transformation, the

requirement for a footnote remains constant.



Constructing Chicago Style Footnotes for Paraphrasing

Creating a Chicago style footnote for a paraphrase follows specific formatting guidelines. The
superscript number in the text corresponds to a note at the bottom of the page. The first time a
particular source is cited, a full bibliographic note is typically required. Subsequent citations of the

same source can use a shortened form.

The First Footnote for a Paraphrased Source

When you paraphrase material from a source for the first time, your footnote needs to contain enough
information for the reader to locate the original source. The exact format depends on the type of
source (book, journal article, website, etc.), but generally includes the author's name, the title of the
work, and publication details such as the publisher, year, and specific page number(s) where the

paraphrased information can be found.

For a book, a typical first footnote for a paraphrase might look like this:

1. Author First Name Last Name, Title of Book (City of Publication: Publisher, Year), page(s).

For a journal article, the format would be:

1. Author First Name Last Name, “Title of Article,” Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): page(s).

Subsequent Footnotes for the Same Source

After the initial full citation, if you need to refer to the same source again, Chicago style allows for a
shortened footnote. This prevents redundancy and keeps the notes concise. The shortened note
typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if necessary to distinguish

from other works by the same author), and the page number(s).



A subsequent footnote for a paraphrase would appear as:

2. Author Last Name, Shortened Title (if applicable), page(s).

If there is only one work by that author in your bibliography, you can omit the shortened title:

3. Author Last Name, page(s).

Ibid. and Its Usage

The Latin abbreviation "ibid." (from ibidem, meaning "in the same place") is used in subsequent
footnotes when referring to the immediately preceding source. If the page number is the same, "ibid."
is sufficient. If the page number differs, you would use "ibid., page(s)." However, the use of "ibid." is
becoming less common in favor of shortened notes, as it can sometimes cause confusion, especially

in longer works or when several sources are cited consecutively.

Common Scenarios and Examples

Let's explore practical examples of Chicago manual of style footnotes for paraphrasing examples

across different source types.

Paraphrasing a Book

Suppose you are paraphrasing a concept from a book titled The History of Modern Art by Sarah
Jenkins, published in 2020 by Art Press in Chicago. The concept you are paraphrasing appears on

page 45.

In your text, you might write something like:



The development of abstract expressionism marked a significant departure from earlier artistic

movements.

Your first footnote would be:

1. Sarah Jenkins, The History of Modern Art (Chicago: Art Press, 2020), 45.

If you then paraphrase another idea from the same book on page 52 later in your paper, the footnote
would be:

2. Jenkins, History of Modern Art, 52.

And if you cite page 45 again later:
3. Jenkins, 45.

Paraphrasing a Journal Article

Consider paraphrasing an argument from a journal article titled "The Impact of Social Media on
Political Discourse" by David Lee, published in the Journal of Communication Studies, volume 25,

issue 3, in 2021, on pages 112-130. The specific idea you are paraphrasing is on page 115.

In your text:
The pervasive nature of social media platforms has demonstrably altered the dynamics of political

conversations.

Your first footnote:
1. David Lee, "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse," Journal of Communication Studies

25, no. 3 (2021): 115.

A subsequent paraphrase from the same article on page 120:

2. Lee, "Impact of Social Media," 120.



Paraphrasing a Website

Paraphrasing from online sources requires careful attention to available information. If you paraphrase
a statistic from a report on the World Health Organization's website, authored by the organization itself,
titled "Global Health Trends 2023," and the information is on a page detailing pandemic preparedness,

let's say it's accessed on October 26, 2023.

In your text:
There is a growing global emphasis on strengthening national capacities for future pandemic

responses.

Your first footnote, assuming the page has no specific author or date of publication beyond an update

date:

o If there's no clear author and no publication date, use the title.

1. World Health Organization, "Global Health Trends 2023," accessed October 26, 2023, [URL if
required by specific context or your instructor, though often omitted in footnote if in bibliography]. The

specific page on pandemic preparedness would ideally be referenced if a direct URL isn't feasible.

Note: For web pages without specific publication dates, "accessed" date is crucial. If there's no author,

use the organization name. If there is a specific author for the webpage, use their name.

Best Practices for Chicago Style Footnotes on Paraphrasing

Mastering Chicago manual of style footnotes for paraphrasing examples involves adhering to
consistent practices. Accuracy is paramount; ensure all bibliographic details are correct to facilitate

source location.



Here are some best practices:

¢ Be Consistent: Apply the same citation style rules throughout your document.

o Cite Thoroughly: When in doubt, cite. It's better to over-cite than to under-cite and risk

plagiarism.

¢ Understand Your Source: Ensure you fully grasp the original text before paraphrasing to avoid

misrepresentation.

¢ Check the Latest Edition: The Chicago Manual of Style is periodically updated. Always refer to

the most current edition for definitive rules.

 Distinguish Between Paraphrase and Summary: While both require citation, a summary
condenses a larger portion of a work, whereas a paraphrase focuses on a specific idea or

argument.

* Use Footnotes Appropriately: Footnotes are for citation and optional supplementary material, not

for introducing entirely new arguments.

* Keep it Concise: While detailed, footnotes should be clear and to the point. Shortened notes are

your friend after the first citation.

By diligently applying these principles and utilizing accurate Chicago manual of style footnotes for

paraphrasing examples, you can ensure the integrity and credibility of your academic work.



FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between citing a direct quote and a
paraphrase in Chicago style footnotes?

A: The primary difference lies in the need for quotation marks. Direct quotes require them, while

paraphrases do not. However, both require a footnote to attribute the source of the idea or information.

Q: Do | need to include page numbers in Chicago style footnotes when
paraphrasing?

A: Yes, always. Even when paraphrasing, it is crucial to provide the specific page number(s) where the
original idea or information can be found in the source. This allows readers to easily verify the

material.

Q: How do | cite a paraphrase from a source that | accessed online
and has no specific author or publication date?

A: For online sources without a specific author, use the name of the organization or website as the
author. If there's no publication date, use the date you accessed the material, formatted as "accessed
[Month Day, Year]." Include the URL if it's a stable, permanent link, though the manual often prioritizes

other details in the footnote itself, with the URL being more prominent in the bibliography.

Q: Can | use the same footnote number for multiple paraphrased ideas



from the same source?

A: No, each distinct idea or piece of information you paraphrase from a source should generally have
its own footnote number in the text, even if it's from the same source. However, subsequent citations
referring back to that specific source will use the shortened note format, potentially reusing numbers if

the citation is immediate and identical.

Q: What if | paraphrase an idea that is widely known or common
knowledge?

A: Generally, common knowledge (facts that most educated individuals would know and can be found
in multiple readily available sources without attribution) does not require citation. However, if you are

unsure whether something constitutes common knowledge, it is always safer to cite your source.

Q: How many times should | cite a source if | paraphrase multiple
points from it in a single paragraph?

A: If you are paraphrasing several points from the same source within a single paragraph, and the
subsequent points follow directly from the first, you may be able to combine them into a single footnote
at the end of the paragraph or the last sentence containing paraphrased material. However, if the
paragraph contains breaks where non-paraphrased material or material from another source is

included, you must restart the citation process for your original source.

Q: Is there a difference in footnote formatting for paraphrasing a book
versus a journal article in Chicago style?

A: Yes, there are differences in the bibliographic details provided. For books, you include the city of
publication and publisher. For journal articles, you include the journal title, volume, issue number, and

page range of the entire article, in addition to the author and article title.
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