
chicago manual of style footnotes for
newspapers examples
Mastering Chicago Manual of Style Footnotes for Newspapers: Examples and Best Practices

chicago manual of style footnotes for newspapers examples are crucial for ensuring
academic and journalistic integrity when referencing information sourced from or intended
for publication in newspapers. Properly formatting these citations not only lends credibility
to your work but also allows readers to easily locate the original sources. This
comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of applying the Chicago Manual of Style
(CMOS) to newspaper citations, providing clear examples for various scenarios, from citing
print articles to online newspaper content. Understanding these nuances is vital for writers,
researchers, and editors who adhere to the rigorous standards of CMOS, particularly when
dealing with the dynamic nature of newspaper reporting.
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Understanding the Purpose of Footnotes in
Newspaper Citations

Footnotes, a cornerstone of the Chicago Manual of Style, serve a critical function in
academic and professional writing. They provide a mechanism for attributing information to
its original source, thereby avoiding plagiarism and giving credit where it is due. In the
context of newspaper citations, footnotes are indispensable for guiding readers to the
specific article, edition, and page number from which information was drawn. This
meticulous referencing is particularly important given the ephemeral nature of news and
the potential for varying editions of the same newspaper.

Beyond simple attribution, footnotes in newspaper references allow for supplementary
information that might disrupt the flow of the main text. This could include additional
context about a source, a brief explanation of a methodological choice, or even a short
digression that enriches the reader's understanding without overwhelming them. For
journalists and academics alike, mastering the correct application of the Chicago Manual of
Style for newspaper footnotes ensures that their work is both authoritative and easily
verifiable.



Core Elements of Chicago Style Footnotes for
Newspapers

When constructing a Chicago-style footnote for a newspaper source, several key pieces of
information are essential. These elements work in concert to provide a complete and
unambiguous reference point for the reader. Missing any of these components can render
the citation incomplete and less useful. The Chicago Manual of Style provides clear
guidelines on the order and punctuation of these elements.

The fundamental components generally include:

Author's full name (if available)

Title of the article (enclosed in quotation marks)

Title of the newspaper (italicized)

Date of publication (including month, day, and year)

Page number(s) or URL (for online sources)

Publication city (often included for clarity, especially for less widely known
newspapers)

The specific order and inclusion of these elements can vary slightly depending on whether
the newspaper is printed or accessed online, and whether an author is credited for the
article. Adhering strictly to the CMOS guidelines is paramount for consistency.

Formatting Print Newspaper Citations

Citing a physical newspaper article in a footnote requires careful attention to detail. The
goal is to guide the reader to the exact location of the information within the print medium.
This typically involves the author's name, the article title, the newspaper title, the date, and
the specific page number(s) where the article appears.

With a Credited Author

When a newspaper article has a clearly identified author, their name is presented first in
the footnote. The author's full name is provided, followed by a comma. The title of the
article then appears, enclosed in quotation marks, followed by a comma. The italicized title
of the newspaper comes next, then the date of publication, and finally, the page number or
range. A common format to remember is Author, "Article Title," Newspaper Title, Month



Day, Year, Page(s).

For example, a footnote might look like this:

1. Sarah Chen, "City Council Approves New Zoning Laws," The Daily Chronicle, October 26,
2023, A1, A4.

Without a Credited Author

In many instances, especially for shorter news items or editorials, an author may not be
explicitly credited. In such cases, the footnote begins directly with the title of the article.
The article title is enclosed in quotation marks, followed by a comma. The italicized title of
the newspaper, the publication date, and the page number(s) then follow, mirroring the
structure used when an author is present, minus the author's name.

An example of a footnote for an unauthored article:

2. "Local Museum Celebrates Anniversary," The Evening Star, October 25, 2023, B2.

Including the Publication City

For smaller or regional newspapers, or when there might be ambiguity with newspapers of
similar names, including the city of publication can be beneficial for clarity. This is typically
placed before the date of publication, often within parentheses or simply as part of the
newspaper title descriptor. However, for major national or international newspapers, this is
often omitted as their prominence makes their origin clear.

Example with publication city:

3. John Davis, "Festival Draws Record Crowds," The Rivertown Gazette (Rivertown, IL),
October 28, 2023, 3.

Formatting Online Newspaper Citations

The digital age has transformed how newspapers are consumed, and Chicago style offers
specific guidance for citing online newspaper articles. The principles remain the same – to
provide enough information for the reader to locate the source – but the inclusion of a URL
and often the lack of specific page numbers necessitate a different approach.

Online Articles with Authors

For online articles that include an author, the footnote begins with the author's name,



followed by the article title in quotation marks. The italicized title of the newspaper is then
listed, followed by the publication date. Crucially, the URL of the article is provided. It is also
good practice to include a retrieval date if there is a concern that the content might change
or be removed.

Example of an online article citation:

4. Emily Carter, "Tech Innovations Revolutionize Healthcare," The Digital Dispatch, October
27, 2023, https://www.digitaldispatch.com/articles/tech-healthcare-innovations.

Online Articles Without Authors

Similar to print citations, if an online newspaper article lacks a credited author, the footnote
starts with the article title in quotation marks. The italicized newspaper title, publication
date, and URL follow. Ensuring the URL is accurate and stable is paramount for effective
online citation.

Example of an unauthored online article citation:

5. "Mayor Announces New Public Works Initiative," Metro News Online, October 26, 2023,
https://www.metronewsonline.net/news/public-works-initiative.

When Page Numbers Are Available Online

Occasionally, online versions of newspapers may still replicate the pagination of their print
counterparts. If a specific page number is clearly indicated for the online article, it should
be included after the publication date, before the URL. This provides an additional layer of
specificity for the reader, even in a digital format.

Example with page number online:

6. David Lee, "Economic Forecast Optimistic," The Business Journal Online, October 28,
2023, 15, https://www.businessjournalonline.com/economy/forecast-2023.

Special Cases and Considerations

Beyond the standard print and online newspaper citations, the Chicago Manual of Style
addresses several special cases that writers might encounter. These can include citing
editorials, letters to the editor, or articles from older newspapers, each requiring subtle
adjustments to the standard format to ensure clarity and accuracy.



Editorials and Letters to the Editor

Editorials and letters to the editor are distinct forms of newspaper content. Editorials, which
represent the newspaper's official stance, are typically treated as articles without authors,
thus beginning with the title. Letters to the editor, however, are attributed to their letter
writer. The format for a letter to the editor would include the writer's name, the phrase
"letter to the editor," the article title (if it has one, otherwise just the context), the
newspaper title, and publication details.

Example of a letter to the editor:

7. Jane Rodriguez, letter to the editor, "Concerns about Park Development," The Community
Herald, October 24, 2023, B5.

Citing Older Newspapers

When referencing historical newspapers, the format might differ slightly to account for the
archival nature of the source. The city of publication is almost always included, and
sometimes the name of the archive or library where the newspaper was accessed is noted,
especially if it's a rare or difficult-to-obtain source. The date format remains consistent.

Example of an older newspaper citation:

8. "Local Election Results," The Boston Daily Advertiser, November 5, 1888, 2. Accessed
October 29, 2023, Massachusetts Historical Society Archives.

Subsequent Citations (Op. Cit. and Ibid.)

The Chicago Manual of Style also allows for the use of shortened footnote forms for
subsequent citations of the same source. While the full citation is used on the first
reference, subsequent references can be significantly shortened. Ibid. is used when the
current footnote refers to the immediately preceding one. Op. cit. is used when referring to
a previously cited work by the same author that is not the immediately preceding one.
However, many scholars and publications now prefer using a shortened citation format
(Author, "Shortened Title," Page) for simplicity and clarity, especially in digital
environments.

Example of a subsequent citation using shortened form:

9. Chen, "City Council," A4.

The Importance of Consistency

Regardless of the specific scenario, the most crucial aspect of using Chicago style footnotes



for newspapers is maintaining consistency throughout your document. Choose a method for
handling particular types of sources and stick to it. This uniformity ensures that your
references are not only correct but also professional and easy for your readers to follow.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the primary purpose of using Chicago
Manual of Style footnotes for newspaper examples?
A: The primary purpose is to accurately attribute information to its original newspaper
source, preventing plagiarism, giving credit to the author and publication, and enabling
readers to easily locate the cited material for verification or further research.

Q: How does the Chicago Manual of Style handle
newspaper citations when an author is not credited?
A: When an author is not credited for a newspaper article, the footnote citation begins
directly with the title of the article, enclosed in quotation marks, followed by the rest of the
citation details (newspaper title, date, page number or URL).

Q: Should I include the city of publication in a Chicago
style footnote for a newspaper?
A: Including the city of publication is often recommended, especially for smaller or regional
newspapers, or when there's a risk of confusion with newspapers of similar names. For
major, well-known newspapers, it may be omitted.

Q: What is the correct format for citing an online
newspaper article using Chicago style?
A: For online newspaper articles, the footnote includes the author (if any), article title (in
quotes), newspaper title (italicized), publication date, and the full URL. A retrieval date is
also recommended if the content might change.

Q: Are there specific rules for citing editorials or letters
to the editor in Chicago style?
A: Yes, editorials are typically treated as articles without authors and start with the title.
Letters to the editor are attributed to the letter writer and include a designation like "letter
to the editor" before the article's details.



Q: Can I use "Ibid." or "Op. cit." for subsequent
newspaper citations in Chicago style?
A: Yes, Chicago style traditionally allows for the use of "Ibid." for immediate repetitions and
"Op. cit." for less immediate repetitions. However, many prefer the more modern approach
of using shortened citations (Author, "Shortened Title," Page) for greater clarity.

Q: What are the key differences between citing a print
newspaper article and an online newspaper article in
Chicago style?
A: The main differences lie in the inclusion of a URL for online articles and the potential
absence of specific page numbers. Print citations emphasize page numbers, while online
citations prioritize the URL for access.

Q: How detailed should my Chicago manual of style
footnotes for newspapers examples be?
A: Footnotes should be detailed enough to uniquely identify the source. This includes the
author, article title, newspaper title, publication date, and location (page number for print,
URL for online).

Q: Where can I find the most up-to-date guidelines for
Chicago Manual of Style footnotes?
A: The definitive source for the most current guidelines is the official Chicago Manual of
Style, published by the University of Chicago Press. Online resources and style guides often
provide summaries and examples based on the latest edition.
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