
chicago manual of style footnotes for
mla vs chicago examples
The Chicago Manual of Style footnotes for MLA vs Chicago examples present a
fundamental distinction for academic writers. Understanding these differences
is crucial for correctly attributing sources and maintaining academic
integrity. While both the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) and the Modern
Language Association (MLA) style guides provide frameworks for citation,
their approaches to footnotes and endnotes diverge significantly, impacting
everything from the level of detail to the placement of information. This
comprehensive guide will demystify these variations, offering clear
explanations and practical examples to illuminate the nuances between
Chicago-style footnotes and MLA citations. We will explore the structural
differences, the types of information required, and how to effectively
implement each system. By the end, you will be equipped to confidently
navigate the complexities of source citation, ensuring your work adheres to
the appropriate scholarly conventions.
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Understanding Footnotes and Endnotes in Chicago
Style

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the
notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. The notes-bibliography
system, which utilizes footnotes or endnotes, is particularly prevalent in
the humanities and is the focus of this discussion when comparing it to MLA.
In this system, superscript numbers within the text refer readers to
corresponding notes at the bottom of the page (footnotes) or at the end of
the document (endnotes). This method allows for a clean and uncluttered text,
deferring detailed bibliographic information to a separate section.

Footnotes serve a dual purpose: to cite the source of a quotation,
paraphrase, or idea, and to provide supplementary information that might



disrupt the flow of the main text. This supplementary information can include
tangential discussions, definitions, or further elaborations on a point. The
Chicago style's emphasis on footnotes for both citation and commentary
distinguishes it from citation styles that rely solely on parenthetical in-
text references.

The Chicago Manual of Style Footnote System: A
Deep Dive

The Chicago Manual of Style footnote system is renowned for its thoroughness
and flexibility. It requires writers to include detailed bibliographic
information upon the first mention of a source, with subsequent citations
being shortened. This approach ensures that readers have immediate access to
the full citation details for any referenced material when it is first
encountered, facilitating easier source verification and further research.
The system is designed to accommodate a wide range of source types, from
classic literary works to contemporary digital media.

The core principle behind Chicago footnotes is to provide sufficient
information for a reader to locate the original source. This includes author
names, publication titles, publication details (city, publisher, year), and
specific location information like page numbers. The distinction between the
first full note and subsequent shortened notes is a key feature that helps
manage document length and readability.

Chicago Style Footnote Structure and Components

A full Chicago-style footnote for a book typically includes the author's full
name, the title of the book in italics, followed by the publication
information (city: publisher, year), and then the specific page number(s)
being referenced. For journal articles, the structure involves the author's
name, the article title in quotation marks, the journal title in italics, the
volume and issue numbers, the publication date, and the page numbers.
Websites require author (if available), page title in quotation marks,
website name in italics, and the URL, along with an access date.

The formatting of these components is precise. For instance, the author's
first name typically precedes their last name in footnotes, a reversal of the
convention in bibliographies. Commas and periods are used strategically to
separate different elements of the citation. Subsequent notes for the same
source are significantly abbreviated, often including just the author's last
name and the page number, or a shortened title if multiple works by the same
author are cited.



Chicago Style Footnote Examples: Books, Articles,
and Websites

Book: First Footnote: Jane Doe, The History of Everything (New York:
Academic Press, 2020), 45.

Book: Subsequent Footnote: Doe, The History of Everything, 78. Or, if
citing only one book by Doe: Doe, 78.

Journal Article: First Footnote: John Smith, "The Impact of Technology
on Society," Journal of Modern Studies 25, no. 3 (2019): 112.

Journal Article: Subsequent Footnote: Smith, "The Impact of Technology
on Society," 115. Or, more simply: Smith, 115.

Website: First Footnote: Alice Brown, "Understanding Citation Styles,"
Academic Writing Hub, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.academicwritinghub.com/citation-styles.

Website: Subsequent Footnote: Brown, "Understanding Citation Styles."

Exploring MLA Citation Practices

The Modern Language Association (MLA) style is widely adopted in the fields
of language, literature, and other humanities disciplines. Unlike the Chicago
Manual of Style's footnote-heavy approach, MLA primarily relies on
parenthetical in-text citations and a comprehensive Works Cited page. This
method integrates source information directly into the narrative of the
paper, making it immediately visible to the reader.

The emphasis in MLA is on conciseness within the text, directing readers to
the end of the document for full bibliographic details. The parenthetical
citations typically include the author's last name and the page number from
which the information was drawn. This streamlined approach aims to minimize
reader disruption while still providing a clear link to the source.

MLA In-Text Citations and the Works Cited Page

MLA in-text citations are enclosed in parentheses and placed at the end of a
sentence or clause, immediately before the punctuation mark. If the author's
name is mentioned in the sentence itself, only the page number is required
within the parentheses. The Works Cited page, located at the end of the



paper, lists all sources consulted and cited within the text, arranged
alphabetically by the author's last name. Each entry on the Works Cited page
provides complete publication details.

The structure of an MLA Works Cited entry for a book includes the author's
last name followed by their first name, the title of the book in italics, and
then the publication information (publisher, year). For journal articles, it
involves the author's name, the article title in quotation marks, the journal
title in italics, the volume and issue numbers, the publication date, and the
page range. Website citations include author (if available), page title in
quotation marks, website name in italics, publication date, and URL.

MLA Citation Examples: Books, Articles, and Websites

Book: In-text citation: (Doe 45).

Book: Works Cited entry: Doe, Jane. The History of Everything. Academic
Press, 2020.

Journal Article: In-text citation: (Smith 112).

Journal Article: Works Cited entry: Smith, John. "The Impact of
Technology on Society." Journal of Modern Studies, vol. 25, no. 3, 2019,
pp. 110-120.

Website: In-text citation: (Brown). Note: Page numbers are often omitted
for websites if no specific page is referenced.

Website: Works Cited entry: Brown, Alice. "Understanding Citation
Styles." Academic Writing Hub, 20 Oct. 2023,
www.academicwritinghub.com/citation-styles.

Key Differences: Chicago Footnotes vs. MLA In-
Text Citations

The most apparent divergence between Chicago footnotes and MLA in-text
citations lies in their implementation and presentation. Chicago uses
superscript numbers in the text that refer to detailed notes at the page
bottom or document end, offering a dual purpose of citation and potential for
supplementary textual material. MLA, conversely, employs brief parenthetical
citations within the text that directly reference a comprehensive list of
sources at the end of the paper. This fundamental difference impacts the
visual flow and the reader's immediate access to source details.



Another significant distinction is the level of detail provided upon the
first citation. Chicago necessitates a full bibliographic entry in the
initial footnote, providing comprehensive information upfront. MLA, while
requiring a full Works Cited entry, presents only the author's last name and
page number in the in-text citation. This means a reader encountering an MLA
citation must then turn to the Works Cited page for complete source
information, whereas a Chicago reader has it readily available in the
footnote itself.

When to Use Which Style: Academic Disciplines
and Conventions

The choice between Chicago Manual of Style and MLA style is largely dictated
by the academic discipline in which a student or researcher is working. The
Chicago Manual of Style, particularly its notes-bibliography system, is
favored in history, art history, literature, and some social sciences. Its
extensive footnote capabilities are well-suited for the complex argumentation
and rich textual analysis common in these fields, allowing for nuanced
commentary alongside citations. The author-date system within Chicago is also
prevalent, especially in the social and natural sciences.

The MLA style is the standard in English language and literature, foreign
languages and literatures, and cultural studies. Its in-text citation system
is designed for a humanities focus where textual evidence and authorial voice
are paramount. The direct integration of citations into the prose supports
close reading and analytical arguments. Adhering to the conventions of one's
specific field is crucial for academic credibility and effective
communication within that scholarly community.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices for Chicago
and MLA Citation

One common pitfall when using Chicago footnotes is inconsistent formatting of
the first and subsequent notes. Writers must meticulously ensure that the
initial note contains all necessary bibliographic details, while later notes
are appropriately abbreviated. Overlooking commas, periods, or italics can
lead to inaccuracies. For MLA, a frequent error is mismatching in-text
citations with entries on the Works Cited page, or incorrect alphabetical
ordering. Ensuring every in-text citation has a corresponding Works Cited
entry, and vice versa, is paramount.

Best practices for both styles include consulting the official style guides
(The Chicago Manual of Style and the MLA Handbook) regularly. Developing a
habit of accurate citation from the outset of a project prevents a daunting



accumulation of errors later on. For Chicago footnotes, keeping a consistent
numbering system and carefully proofreading every note is essential. For MLA,
double-checking the punctuation and capitalization within both the in-text
citations and the Works Cited entries will significantly enhance accuracy and
professionalism.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between Chicago
Manual of Style footnotes and MLA in-text citations?
A: The primary difference lies in their placement and presentation. Chicago
Manual of Style uses footnotes (or endnotes) that appear at the bottom of the
page or at the end of the document, providing detailed source information and
often supplementary commentary. MLA style uses parenthetical in-text
citations that include the author's last name and page number, directing
readers to a separate Works Cited page for full bibliographic details.

Q: Can Chicago style use in-text citations like MLA?
A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style also offers an author-date system, which
is very similar to MLA's parenthetical in-text citations, typically using the
author's last name and the year of publication in parentheses. However, when
discussing "Chicago Manual of Style footnotes," it specifically refers to the
notes-bibliography system.

Q: When would a writer choose Chicago style
footnotes over MLA?
A: Writers typically choose Chicago style footnotes for fields like history,
art history, and literature, where in-depth textual analysis and the
inclusion of supplemental information or commentary alongside citations are
common and valued.

Q: How do subsequent Chicago footnotes differ from
the first one?
A: The first footnote for a source in Chicago style provides a full
bibliographic citation. Subsequent footnotes for the same source are
significantly shortened, often including just the author's last name and the
page number, or a shortened title if multiple works by the same author are
used.



Q: Does MLA require a bibliography in addition to
in-text citations?
A: Yes, MLA style requires a "Works Cited" page at the end of the document,
which lists all sources that were cited within the text, providing full
bibliographic details for each.

Q: Are there different types of information included
in a Chicago footnote versus an MLA Works Cited
entry?
A: While both aim to identify sources comprehensively, the initial Chicago
footnote often includes more immediate detail like publication city and
publisher upon first mention within the text. MLA's Works Cited entry is
where all this detail resides, with the in-text citation being a minimal
reference.

Q: Is it acceptable to mix Chicago footnotes and MLA
in-text citations within the same paper?
A: No, it is generally not acceptable to mix these citation styles within the
same paper. You must adhere to one chosen style guide (either Chicago or MLA)
consistently throughout your work, as determined by your instructor or the
publication's requirements.

Q: How do Chicago style footnotes handle online
sources differently than MLA?
A: Both systems have specific guidelines for online sources. Chicago
footnotes for websites will include the author, page title, website name, and
URL with an access date. MLA's Works Cited entry for websites also includes
author, page title, website name, publication date, and URL, with in-text
citations being parenthetical. The core difference remains the presentation
of detailed information: in the Chicago footnote itself or on the MLA Works
Cited page.
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