
chicago manual of style footnotes for
literature reviews examples
chicago manual of style footnotes for literature reviews examples are crucial for academic
integrity and clear scholarship, especially when synthesizing existing research. This comprehensive
guide delves into the intricacies of applying Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) footnote citations within
the context of a literature review. We will explore the fundamental principles of CMOS footnote
formatting, including how to cite various source types and the distinction between numbered
footnotes and endnotes. Furthermore, this article provides practical, real-world examples specifically
tailored for literature reviews, demonstrating how to effectively integrate citations for books, journal
articles, websites, and even less common sources. Mastering these examples will empower you to
create a literature review that is both compliant with CMOS guidelines and demonstrably rigorous in
its academic sourcing.

Table of Contents
Understanding Chicago Manual of Style Footnotes
The Purpose of Footnotes in Literature Reviews
Basic Footnote Formatting in CMOS
Examples of Chicago Manual of Style Footnotes for Literature Reviews
Citing Books
Citing Journal Articles
Citing Websites and Online Resources
Citing Other Source Types
The Distinction Between Footnotes and Endnotes
Common Pitfalls in CMOS Footnoting for Literature Reviews

Understanding Chicago Manual of Style Footnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected citation style, particularly favored in the
humanities and social sciences. Its footnote system offers a sophisticated method for acknowledging
sources directly within the text, enhancing readability by keeping citations unobtrusive. This system is
built on a foundation of providing complete bibliographic information the first time a source is cited,
followed by shortened forms for subsequent references.

When engaging in academic writing, especially a literature review, the ability to accurately cite
sources is paramount. The CMOS footnote system achieves this by embedding numbered notes at the
bottom of the page or collected at the end of the document. This approach allows readers to quickly
identify the origin of specific claims or ideas without disrupting the flow of the main narrative. For a
literature review, which inherently relies on the works of others, meticulous citation is not just a
stylistic choice but a cornerstone of scholarly practice.

The Purpose of Footnotes in Literature Reviews



In a literature review, footnotes serve multiple critical functions. Foremost among these is providing
direct attribution, ensuring that the intellectual property of other scholars is appropriately
acknowledged. This prevents plagiarism and builds credibility for your own work by demonstrating a
thorough engagement with existing scholarship. Beyond simple attribution, footnotes can also offer
supplementary information or brief tangents that might otherwise clutter the main text. This can
include additional details about a source, a definition, or a short commentary that enriches the
reader's understanding without derailing the primary argument.

Furthermore, the use of footnotes in a literature review allows for a cleaner and more fluid reading
experience. Instead of embedding parenthetical citations that can break up sentences, the numbered
footnote system guides the reader to the source information discreetly. This is particularly beneficial
in a literature review where you are synthesizing multiple sources and presenting nuanced arguments
derived from them. The reader can easily trace each assertion back to its origin, fostering trust in the
review’s findings and analysis.

Basic Footnote Formatting in CMOS

The foundation of CMOS footnote citation lies in the distinction between the first citation of a source
and subsequent citations. The first full note for any given source must include all necessary
bibliographic information: author’s full name, title of the work (italicized for books and articles, in
quotation marks for shorter works), publication details (city, publisher, year for books; journal title,
volume, issue, year, and page numbers for articles), and the specific page(s) referenced.

Subsequent citations of the same source are significantly shortened. Typically, this includes the
author’s last name, a shortened title (if necessary to distinguish it from other works by the same
author), and the specific page number(s). The abbreviation "ibid." (meaning "in the same place") can
be used for consecutive citations of the exact same source and page number, further streamlining the
process. Understanding these core principles is essential before delving into specific examples.

Examples of Chicago Manual of Style Footnotes for
Literature Reviews

Applying CMOS footnote guidelines to a literature review requires understanding how to format
different types of sources. The following examples illustrate common scenarios encountered when
compiling a review of existing research, demonstrating both first and subsequent citations.

Citing Books

When citing a book for the first time in your literature review, you will provide a comprehensive
citation. This includes the author’s full name, the title of the book in italics, followed by publication
information and the specific page number(s) being referenced.



First citation: ¹ Michael Pollan, The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals (New
York: Penguin Press, 2006), 99.

For subsequent citations of the same book, a shortened format is used. This typically includes the
author's last name, a condensed version of the title (especially if you have multiple works by the
same author in your bibliography), and the specific page number.

Subsequent citation: ² Pollan, Omnivore's Dilemma, 154.

If you had another book by Pollan cited, you would use a shorter title or differentiate more
clearly. For example: ³ Pollan, In Defense of Food, 45.

If the very next citation is to the exact same page as the previous one: ⁴ Ibid.

If the very next citation is to the same book but a different page: ⁵ Ibid., 210.

Citing Journal Articles

Journal articles are a staple of most literature reviews. The first footnote citation for an article requires
the author’s full name, the article title in quotation marks, the journal’s title in italics, and the volume,
issue, year, and specific page numbers. Importantly, you also include the page range of the entire
article.

First citation: ⁶ Sarah E. Igo, "The Managed Heart: A Genealogy of the Emotional Life," Journal of
Social History 42, no. 3 (Spring 2009): 640, doi:10.1353/jsh.2009.0043.

Subsequent citations for journal articles follow the same shortened format as books: author’s last
name, shortened article title (if needed), and the specific page number. Ensure consistency in how
you shorten titles.

Subsequent citation: ⁷ Igo, "Managed Heart," 645.

If citing a different article by the same author: ⁸ Igo, "The Social Life of the Self," 112.

Citing Websites and Online Resources

Citing online sources in a literature review can be complex due to the varying nature of websites. For
a reliable online article or report, provide the author (if known), title of the specific page or article in
quotation marks, the name of the website in italics, and the publication date or last updated date.
Include a URL and access date.



First citation: ⁹ "The Future of Renewable Energy," National Renewable Energy Laboratory,
accessed March 15, 2023, https://www.nrel.gov/research/future-energy.html.

For subsequent citations, a shortened version is used, typically author or title and page/section. If no
author is listed, use the website name or a shortened title.

Subsequent citation: ¹⁰ "Future of Renewable Energy."

If an author was cited: ¹¹ Smith, "Understanding Climate Change," 3.

Citing Other Source Types

A literature review might also incorporate sources like conference proceedings, dissertations, or
chapters in edited volumes. Each of these has specific formatting requirements in CMOS.

Chapter in an edited book: ¹² Alice J. Lee, "The Evolution of Urban Planning," in Modern Cities: A
Sociological Perspective, ed. Robert T. Chen (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2018), 78.

Dissertation: ¹³ David R. Miller, "A Study of Post-War Economic Recovery" (PhD diss., University
of California, Berkeley, 2010), 155.

Conference paper: ¹⁴ Emily S. Garcia, "The Impact of Technology on Education" (paper
presented at the Annual Conference of Educational Researchers, Boston, MA, April 5, 2021), 12.

Subsequent citations for these types of sources follow the general principle of shortened formats:
author’s last name, shortened title (if needed), and page number.

Subsequent citation: ¹⁵ Lee, "Urban Planning," 85.

¹⁶ Miller, "Post-War Economic Recovery," 200.

¹⁷ Garcia, "Impact of Technology," 5.

The Distinction Between Footnotes and Endnotes

While this article focuses on footnotes, it’s important to understand their close relatives: endnotes.
Both systems are part of the Chicago Manual of Style, but they differ in placement. Footnotes appear
at the bottom of the page where the reference occurs, while endnotes are compiled at the end of the
document, typically on a new page titled "Notes."

The choice between footnotes and endnotes often depends on the publisher’s or instructor’s



preference. For a literature review intended for publication, the publisher will dictate the format. For a
dissertation or thesis, either may be acceptable, but consistency is key. The content and formatting of
the notes themselves remain the same regardless of whether they are footnotes or endnotes; only
their location differs. For most in-text literature reviews, footnotes offer a more immediate and
reader-friendly experience.

Common Pitfalls in CMOS Footnoting for Literature
Reviews

Despite the clarity of the Chicago Manual of Style, writers often make mistakes when implementing
its footnote system, especially within the demanding context of a literature review. One common
error is inconsistent formatting between first and subsequent citations, or failing to shorten titles
adequately for later references, leading to reader confusion.

Another frequent issue is the improper citation of online sources, which are notoriously variable.
Failing to include essential details like author, website name, and access dates for web pages can
render the citation incomplete and unreliable. Additionally, some writers overuse "ibid." or "op. cit."
(though "op. cit." is largely discouraged in favor of shortened titles) without a clear understanding of
their usage, creating ambiguity. Finally, a lack of a comprehensive bibliography or works cited page at
the end of the document, even when using footnotes, is a significant oversight that CMOS also
requires.

Q: What is the primary difference between a footnote and an
endnote in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in their placement: footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where
the reference is made, while endnotes are compiled at the end of the document on a separate page.
The content and formatting of the citation itself are identical in both systems.

Q: When should I use the abbreviation "ibid." in a Chicago
style footnote for my literature review?
A: You should use "ibid." (short for the Latin "ibidem," meaning "in the same place") when the current
footnote refers to the exact same source and page number as the immediately preceding footnote. If
the source is the same but the page number differs, you would use "Ibid." followed by the new page
number.

Q: How do I cite a chapter from an edited book in a Chicago
style footnote for a literature review?
A: For a chapter in an edited book, your footnote citation should include the chapter author's full
name, the chapter title in quotation marks, followed by "in," the title of the edited book in italics, the
editor(s)' names, publication details (city, publisher, year), and finally the specific page number(s)



referenced.

Q: What are the essential elements for the first footnote
citation of a journal article in Chicago style?
A: The first footnote citation for a journal article must include the author's full name, the article title in
quotation marks, the journal title in italics, the volume and issue numbers, the publication year, and
the specific page number(s) being referenced. Including the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is also
highly recommended if available.

Q: How do I handle citing multiple works by the same author
in my literature review using Chicago style footnotes?
A: When citing multiple works by the same author, it's crucial to differentiate them in subsequent
footnote citations. After the first full citation, use a shortened title for each work. This shortened title
typically consists of the author's last name followed by a condensed version of the work's title,
ensuring clarity for the reader.

Q: Is it necessary to include a URL and access date for online
sources in Chicago style footnotes for a literature review?
A: Yes, it is generally necessary to include a URL and the date you accessed the online source. This is
because online content can change or disappear, and providing this information allows readers to
locate the material as it existed when you consulted it.

Q: What is the recommended approach for citing government
reports or official documents in a Chicago style literature
review footnote?
A: For government reports or official documents, begin with the name of the government agency or
body that published the document. Follow this with the title of the report in italics, the publication
date, and the specific page number. If a specific author is listed, that name can precede the agency
name.
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