chicago manual of style footnotes for
journal articles examples

chicago manual of style footnotes for journal articles examples serve as the
bedrock for academic integrity and scholarly communication, particularly
within the humanities and social sciences. Properly formatted footnotes not
only acknowledge sources but also enhance the credibility and depth of your
research. Navigating the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS)
for journal articles can be daunting, especially when it comes to accurately
citing various types of sources within footnotes. This comprehensive guide
will demystify the process, offering clear explanations and practical
examples tailored specifically for journal articles. We will explore the
fundamental principles of footnote citation, delve into specific scenarios
like citing articles from print and online journals, and discuss common
pitfalls to avoid, ensuring your academic work adheres to the highest
standards. Mastering these examples will empower you to present your research
with clarity and precision.
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Understanding the Purpose of Chicago Manual of
Style Footnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the
Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. For many journal
articles, especially in fields like history, literature, and the arts, the
Notes-Bibliography system, which relies on footnotes or endnotes, is
preferred. The fundamental purpose of these footnotes is to provide readers
with immediate access to the sources you have consulted and referenced within
your text. This allows them to verify your information, explore your
arguments further, and understand the intellectual lineage of your work.

Beyond simple attribution, footnotes in CMOS serve a crucial role in
demonstrating your engagement with the existing scholarly conversation. They
showcase the breadth and depth of your research by pinpointing specific
ideas, facts, or quotes to their original origins. This meticulous
referencing process is essential for avoiding plagiarism, which is a serious
academic offense. By consistently and accurately applying CMOS footnote



conventions, you build trust with your audience and uphold the integrity of
your research findings.

Core Components of a Chicago Style Footnote for
Journal Articles

A standard Chicago style footnote for a journal article, when cited for the
first time, typically includes several key pieces of information. These
elements work together to uniquely identify the source for your reader.
Understanding these components is the first step toward mastering the
formatting. When you encounter a journal article that you need to cite, you
will need to gather specific details from the article itself to construct
your footnote accurately.

The essential components, in order, are generally as follows: the author's
first name and last name, the title of the article in quotation marks, the
title of the journal in italics, the volume number, the issue number (if
applicable), the year of publication, and the specific page number(s) on
which the cited information appears. The use of commas and periods is also
critical for proper punctuation. Pay close attention to the placement of each
element; it follows a specific, established pattern.

Author's Name

The author's name should be presented as it appears on the article. In the
first footnote citation, the author's first name comes before their last
name. For example, "John Smith." Subsequent citations, however, will use a
shortened format, as we will discuss later. Ensure you spell the author's
name correctly to avoid any ambiguity for the reader.

Article Title

The title of the journal article should be enclosed in quotation marks. For
example, "The Impact of Industrialization on Urban Development." This
distinguishes the article title from the journal title, which is italicized.
Ensure you capture the entire title accurately, including any subtitles.
Punctuation within the title should also be replicated.

Journal Title

The name of the journal in which the article was published should be
italicized. For example, Journal of Modern History. This helps readers
identify the publication venue for the article. Again, accuracy is paramount;
a misspelled journal title can lead to confusion.



Publication Details

Following the journal title, you will typically find the volume number,
followed by the issue number (often preceded by "no."), and then the year of
publication in parentheses. For instance, vol. 25, no. 3 (2022). Some
journals may omit issue numbers if they are paginated continuously within a
volume. Always check the journal's convention.

Page Number

Finally, the specific page number(s) where the referenced material is found
should be included, usually preceded by a comma. For example, p. 45 or pp.
45-47. For multiple pages, use the hyphen to indicate a range. If you are
citing a direct quote, it is essential to provide the exact page number.

Citing Print Journal Articles in Footnotes

Citing a print journal article in a Chicago style footnote requires careful
attention to detail. The format provides a clear and unambiguous way to
direct your reader to the precise source of your information. When you are
working with a physical copy of a journal, you will gather the necessary
information directly from its pages.

Here is the standard format for a first-time citation of a print journal
article in a footnote:

e First Author's First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of
Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page(s).

Let's illustrate this with an example:

' Eleanor Vance, "The Renaissance of Public Libraries," Library Quarterly 88,
no. 2 (2018): 156.

If the journal is paginated by volume, meaning it doesn't restart page
numbering for each issue, you might omit the issue number. However, CMOS
generally recommends including it when available for greater precision.

Multiple Authors

When an article has more than one author, the first author's name is listed
first name first, as usual. Subsequent authors are listed in the footnote



with their last name preceding their first name. This is a key distinction
from how authors are listed in a bibliography.

For an article with two authors:

e First Author's First Name Last Name and Second Author's First Name Last
Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year):
Page(s).

Example:

> Robert Greene and Maria Sanchez, "Demographic Shifts and Educational
Policy," Sociological Review 45, no. 1 (2020): 78.

For an article with three or more authors, CMOS recommends listing only the
first author followed by "et al." in the footnote. The full list of authors
would appear in the bibliography, if one is required.

e First Author's First Name Last Name et al., "Title of Article," Title of
Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page(s).

Example:

> David Lee et al., "The Economic Impact of Green Technology," Environmental
Economics 12, no. 4 (2019): 210.

Citing Online Journal Articles in Footnotes

In today's academic landscape, many journal articles are accessed and cited

in their digital format. The citation for an online journal article in CMOS

is similar to that of a print article but includes additional information to
help readers locate the specific online version. The key addition is the DOI
(Digital Object Identifier) or, if a DOI is not available, the URL.

The preferred format for an online journal article with a DOI is:

e Author's First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal
Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page(s), doi:XX.XXXXXXX.

Example:

* Anya Sharma, "Algorithmic Bias in Social Media," Digital Society Quarterly
5, no. 3 (2021): 305, doi:10.1007/s12345-021-00123-4.



If a DOI is not available, you should provide the URL. It is good practice to
also include an access date, especially if the content of the webpage might
change, though CMOS is becoming more lenient on access dates for stable
online articles.

e Author's First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal
Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page(s), URL.

Example:

> Ben Carter, "The Future of Remote Work," Business Review Today 15, no. 1
(2023): 50, https://www.businessreviewtoday.com/futureofwork.

When citing an article from a database that requires a login or is otherwise
not permanently accessible via a stable URL, you might include the database
name and accession number instead of a URL. However, DOIs are generally the
most stable and preferred method for online journal articles.

Handling Subsequent Citations and Op. Cit.

Once you have cited a source in a footnote, subsequent citations to the same
source use a shortened, more concise format. This avoids repetitive and
lengthy citations, making your footnotes cleaner and easier to read. Chicago
style offers a few options for subsequent citations.

The most common and recommended method for subsequent citations is using the
author's last name and the page number. This is straightforward and
universally understood.

e Author's Last Name, Page(s).

Example, following the first citation of Eleanor Vance's article:
® Vance, 160.

The term "op. cit." (short for opus citatum, meaning "the work cited") was
historically used to refer back to a previously cited work by the same
author. However, CMOS now generally advises against its use, preferring the
author-page method for clarity and simplicity. While you might encounter "op.
cit." in older texts or be instructed to use it by a specific publication,
the author-page format is the modern standard.



Distinguishing Between Multiple Works by the Same
Author

If you cite multiple works by the same author, the author-page format alone
might become ambiguous. In such cases, you should include a shortened version
of the article title along with the author's last name and page number.

e Author's Last Name, Shortened Title, Page(s).

Example, if you also cited another article by Eleanor Vance:
’ Vance, "Renaissance," 160.

® Vance, "Library Ethics," 45.

This system ensures that even with multiple works by the same author, the
reader can easily identify the specific source being referenced in each
footnote.

Special Considerations for Journal Article
Footnotes

While the basic formats cover most scenarios, there are a few special
considerations that can arise when citing journal articles. These situations
require slight adjustments to the standard CMOS footnote format to ensure
accuracy and clarity.

Articles Published in Special Issues or as Part of a

Larger Work
If a journal article is part of a special issue dedicated to a specific
theme, you might include the editor(s) of the special issue and the title of

the special issue in your citation. However, for standard journal articles,
this is usually not necessary.

No Author Listed

In the rare case that a journal article has no listed author, you would begin
the footnote with the title of the article. This places the title in the
position of prominence that the author's name would normally occupy.

e "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page(s).



Example:

° "The Unseen Impact of Social Media Algorithms," Tech Trends Journal 7, no.
1 (2022): 112.

Articles with Translators or Editors

If the article itself has a translator or editor credited, this information
might be included, particularly if it is crucial to understanding the source.
However, for most standard journal articles, this is less common than for
books.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Chicago Style
Footnotes for Journal Articles

Even with clear guidelines, several common mistakes can creep into footnote
citations. Being aware of these pitfalls can help you produce more accurate
and polished work. Avoiding these common errors is crucial for maintaining
academic credibility.

e Incorrect Punctuation: Mismatched commas, periods, or misplaced
quotation marks and italics are frequent errors. Always double-check the
CMOS guidelines for precise punctuation.

e Inconsistent Formatting: Alternating between different styles for
similar sources or inconsistencies in how author names or journal titles
are presented can confuse readers. Stick to one consistent format
throughout your work.

e Omitting Key Information: Forgetting to include the volume number, issue
number, or page numbers can make it difficult for readers to locate your
source. Ensure all necessary components are present, especially in the
first citation.

e Incorrect Order of Elements: The order in which information appears in a
footnote is specific. Deviating from the prescribed order (e.g., putting
the journal title before the article title) is a common error.

e Misusing Op. Cit. or Ibid.: As mentioned, "op. cit." is largely
discouraged. Similarly, "ibid." (meaning "in the same place") is only
used for immediate consecutive citations of the exact same source and
page, which is less common in longer academic papers than short notes.
The author-page method is more practical for journal articles.

e Incorrectly Handling URLs and DOIs: Ensure DOIs are correctly formatted



and URLs are functional. If using a URL, avoid including unnecessary
tracking parameters.

e Not Differentiating Print and Online Sources Properly: While similar,
the inclusion of a DOI or URL for online articles is a key
differentiator that must be handled correctly.

By meticulously reviewing your footnotes against these common errors and the
detailed examples provided, you can significantly improve the accuracy and
professionalism of your academic writing when citing journal articles using
the Chicago Manual of Style.

FAQ

Q: What is the most important element to get right
in a Chicago style footnote for a journal article?

A: While all elements are important, accurately identifying and formatting
the author's name, article title, journal title, and publication details
(volume, issue, year, and page number) is paramount for the reader to locate
the source. The order and punctuation of these elements are also critical.

Q: How do I cite a journal article that is available
both in print and online?

A: If a DOI is available for the online version, it is generally preferred.
The format would be similar to a standard online article: Author, "Article
Title," Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page(s), doi:XXX. If no DOI
is available, you can provide the URL of the online version. If you are
primarily citing the print version, you would cite it as a print article.

Q: When should I use the "shortened title" format
for subsequent citations?

A: You should use the shortened title format when you have cited more than
one work by the same author in your paper. This helps distinguish which
specific work you are referring to when you use the author's last name in a
subsequent footnote.

Q: Is it acceptable to abbreviate journal titles in



footnotes?

A: Generally, no. The Chicago Manual of Style recommends spelling out journal
titles in full in footnotes for clarity. Abbreviations might be used in
bibliographies for very frequently cited journals, but for footnotes, full
titles are standard.

Q: What is the difference between a footnote and an
endnote in Chicago style?

A: The difference lies in their placement. Footnotes appear at the bottom of
the page where the reference is made, while endnotes appear at the end of the
document, usually before the bibliography. The formatting for the citation
itself is identical for both footnotes and endnotes in Chicago style.

Q: How do I cite an article from a journal that is
paginated continuously throughout the year?

A: If a journal is paginated continuously, meaning the page numbering carries
on from one issue to the next within a volume, you can typically omit the
issue number. The citation would then look like: Author, "Article Title,"
Journal Title Volume (Year): Page(s).

Q: Can I use "et al." for footnotes with two
authors?

A: No, "et al." is only used in footnotes for works with three or more
authors. For a work with two authors, you list both authors in the footnote,
with the first author's name in first-name-last-name order and the second
author's name in last-name-first-name order.

Q: What is the best way to handle an article that
was published online before it appeared in print?

A: If an article has a DOI and an online publication date before its print
date, CMOS prefers you cite it with the DOI and the online publication date
if it's significantly different or crucial. If you are citing the print
version, use its publication details. Clarify which version you are primarily
referencing.
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