
chicago manual of style footnotes for in text

citations examples

The Chicago Manual of Style is a cornerstone for academic and professional writing, particularly when

it comes to referencing sources accurately. Understanding how to implement Chicago Manual of Style

footnotes for in text citations examples is crucial for avoiding plagiarism and giving credit where it's

due. This guide will delve deeply into the intricacies of footnote citation within the Chicago style,

offering practical, real-world examples that clarify common scenarios. We will cover the fundamental

structure of footnotes, differentiate between full and shortened citations, and provide specific examples

for various source types, including books, journal articles, websites, and even unpublished materials.

Mastering these nuances will not only enhance the credibility of your work but also ensure adherence

to a widely respected citation standard. By the end, you'll be equipped to confidently create accurate

and effective Chicago-style footnotes for all your citation needs.

Table of Contents

Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style Footnote System

The Anatomy of a Chicago Style Footnote

Full Footnote Citations: Comprehensive Examples

Shortened Footnote Citations: Efficiency and Clarity

Common Source Types and Their Footnote Examples

Books

Journal Articles

Websites and Online Resources

Chapters in Edited Books

Unpublished Materials

Special Cases and Advanced Footnote Usage

When to Use Footnotes vs. Endnotes in Chicago Style

The Importance of Consistency in Footnote Citation



Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style Footnote System

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography

system and the author-date system. This article focuses exclusively on the notes-bibliography system,

which utilizes numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text. When a writer chooses

to use footnotes, a superscript number is placed immediately after the relevant word or punctuation in

the body of the text. This number corresponds to a corresponding note at the bottom of the page, or in

a separate endnotes section at the end of the document. These notes provide detailed information

about the source from which the information was drawn, allowing readers to easily locate and verify

the cited material. The system is designed for clarity and comprehensiveness, ensuring that all

borrowed ideas, quotations, and data are properly attributed.

The use of footnotes in CMOS is not merely a stylistic choice; it is a fundamental element of academic

integrity. By meticulously citing sources, writers demonstrate scholarly rigor and respect for the

intellectual property of others. The Chicago system, in particular, is favored in fields such as history,

literature, and the arts due to its detailed bibliographic information provided in the notes. It allows for

extensive commentary or supplementary information within the notes themselves, which can be a

significant advantage for complex research projects.

The Anatomy of a Chicago Style Footnote

A Chicago style footnote, when cited for the first time, typically includes all the necessary bibliographic

information to uniquely identify the source. This is known as a "full note." Subsequent citations of the

same source are then usually shortened to "shortened notes," which include just enough information to

distinguish the source from others cited in the work. Understanding the components of a full footnote is

essential for correctly constructing any citation.

The general structure of a full footnote for a book, for instance, begins with the author's first name



followed by their last name, then the title of the book (italicized), followed by publication information

including the place of publication, publisher, and year. Crucially, the page number(s) from which the

information is drawn are included at the end. For other source types, the elements will vary, but the

principle of providing sufficient identifying details remains constant. Punctuation within the footnote also

follows specific rules, with commas separating distinct pieces of information and periods typically

ending the note.

Key Components of a Full Footnote

Author's Name (First Last)

Title of Source (Italicized for books and journals)

Publication Information (Place, Publisher, Year for books; Journal name, volume, issue, year for

articles)

Page Number(s)

Full Footnote Citations: Comprehensive Examples

The initial citation of a source in your footnotes requires a complete and detailed entry. This full note

serves as the primary reference point, providing all the information a reader would need to locate the

source. The level of detail ensures that even obscure sources can be identified. For example, citing a

book requires the author's name, the book's title, publication details, and the specific page number(s).

For articles, you'll need the author, article title, journal title, volume and issue numbers, publication

year, and the page range of the article, in addition to the specific page(s) cited in your text. Websites



require the author (if available), the title of the specific page, the name of the website, the date of

publication or last update, and the URL, along with an access date. Each element is carefully placed

and punctuated to conform to Chicago style standards. These full citations form the foundation of your

bibliography if you choose to include one alongside your notes.

Shortened Footnote Citations: Efficiency and Clarity

Once a source has been cited in full, subsequent references to it in your text can be made using a

shortened note. This practice streamlines the citation process, making your footnotes less

cumbersome without sacrificing clarity. A shortened note typically includes the author's last name, a

shortened version of the title (if the full title is long and potentially ambiguous), and the specific page

number(s) being cited.

The purpose of the shortened note is to provide just enough information to distinguish the current

citation from other sources by the same author or similar titles. If you have cited multiple works by the

same author, the shortened title becomes even more critical. For example, if you've cited two books by

Jane Smith, you'll need to include a brief title for each in the shortened note to differentiate them. The

principle is to be concise yet unambiguous, ensuring your reader can still easily identify the source.

Example of Shortened Footnote Usage:

Imagine you've fully cited a book titled "The History of Ancient Civilizations" by John Doe.

Full Note: John Doe, The History of Ancient Civilizations (New York: Oxford University Press,

2020), 75.

Shortened Note (first subsequent citation): Doe, History of Ancient Civilizations, 112.

Further Shortened Note (if only one book by Doe is cited): Doe, 150.



Common Source Types and Their Footnote Examples

Mastering the specific formatting for different types of sources is fundamental to accurate Chicago

style citation. Each medium, from printed books to digital content, has its own set of conventions for

full and shortened footnotes.

Books

Citing a book is one of the most frequent tasks in academic writing. The structure of the full note is

designed to provide all essential publication details.

Full Note Example: Michael Pollan, The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals

(New York: Penguin Press, 2006), 95.

Shortened Note Example: Pollan, Omnivore's Dilemma, 120.

Journal Articles

Journal articles often contain specialized research and require precise citation to allow readers to

access the specific study.

Full Note Example: Sarah E. Igo, "The Myth of the Over-Socialized Conception of the Self,"

American Sociological Review 77, no. 1 (February 2012): 25.

Shortened Note Example: Igo, "Myth of the Over-Socialized Conception," 30.



Websites and Online Resources

Citing online content can be complex due to the variable nature of web pages. It's crucial to capture as

much identifying information as possible.

Full Note Example: "The History of the Internet," National Museum of American History,

accessed November 15, 2023, https://www.si.edu/spotlight/history-of-the-internet.

Shortened Note Example: "History of the Internet."

Note: For websites, if an author and a specific publication date are available, they should be included

in the full note. If the content is less formal, the shortened note might simply be the title of the page.

Chapters in Edited Books

When citing a contribution within a larger edited volume, you must credit both the chapter author and

the editors of the book.

Full Note Example: David Bromwich, "The Measure of History," in The Cambridge Companion to

the Historians of the United States, ed. John McClymer and D. Stephen N. S. (Cambridge:

Cambridge University Press, 2008), 55.

Shortened Note Example: Bromwich, "Measure of History," 60.

Unpublished Materials

Citing unpublished documents, such as letters or manuscripts, requires careful description to help the



reader locate the material.

Full Note Example: Eleanor Roosevelt to Franklin D. Roosevelt, April 2, 1945, Box 12, Folder 3,

Eleanor Roosevelt Papers, Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum, Hyde Park,

NY.

Shortened Note Example: Roosevelt to Roosevelt, April 2, 1945.

Special Cases and Advanced Footnote Usage

Beyond the standard source types, the Chicago Manual of Style addresses numerous less common

scenarios. These can include citing legal documents, interviews, performances, artwork, and even

personal communications. Each of these requires a specific structure to ensure accuracy and clarity.

For instance, citing an interview conducted by the author involves noting the interviewee, the type of

interview (e.g., "personal interview"), the date, and the location. Personal communications, like emails

or phone calls, are generally not listed in a bibliography but are cited in footnotes. It is essential to

consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for the definitive guidance on these

specialized cases.

Commentary and Supplementary Information

One of the strengths of the notes-bibliography system is its capacity for discursive footnotes. Writers

can use footnotes not only for citations but also to offer additional commentary, expand on a point

made in the text, or provide definitions without disrupting the flow of the main argument. This feature

allows for a richer and more nuanced presentation of information, catering to readers who may desire

deeper engagement with the topic.



When to Use Footnotes vs. Endnotes in Chicago Style

The Chicago Manual of Style permits the use of either footnotes (at the bottom of the page) or

endnotes (collected at the end of the document). The choice between the two is often a matter of

personal preference or the specific requirements of a publisher or academic institution. Footnotes are

generally considered more convenient for the reader as they are immediately accessible without

having to flip to the end of the text. Endnotes, on the other hand, can help to keep the main body of

the text cleaner and less visually cluttered, especially if there are many notes.

Regardless of whether footnotes or endnotes are used, the content and formatting of the citations

themselves remain the same. The numbering system, the distinction between full and shortened notes,

and the bibliographic details for each source type adhere to the same principles. The decision primarily

affects the physical placement of the notes.

The Importance of Consistency in Footnote Citation

Perhaps the most critical aspect of using Chicago Manual of Style footnotes for in text citations

examples is maintaining absolute consistency. Inconsistent citation practices can undermine the

credibility of your work and may lead to accusations of plagiarism, even if unintentional. This means

adhering strictly to the chosen format for all citations throughout your document.

Consistency extends to punctuation, capitalization, the use of italics, and the order of elements within

each footnote. If you decide to abbreviate certain words (like "page" to "p."), do so uniformly. When

referring to the same source multiple times, consistently apply the shortened note format. This diligent

attention to detail ensures a polished and professional presentation of your research, reflecting a

commitment to scholarly accuracy and rigor.



FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between a full footnote and a

shortened footnote in the Chicago Manual of Style?

A: A full footnote provides all the necessary bibliographic information to identify a source for the first

time it is cited, allowing readers to locate it. A shortened footnote is used for subsequent citations of

the same source and includes only the author's last name, a shortened title (if necessary), and the

page number, providing conciseness.

Q: Can I use abbreviations in Chicago style footnotes?

A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style permits certain abbreviations, such as "ed." for editor and "trans."

for translator, and the abbreviation "p." for page when referring to a single page or "pp." for multiple

pages. However, consistency in their use throughout the document is paramount.

Q: How do I cite a website with no clear author or publication date in

a Chicago style footnote?

A: For websites without a listed author, you can begin the footnote with the title of the specific page or

article. If a publication or last update date is unavailable, you should include the date you accessed the

website, followed by the URL.

Q: Is it acceptable to put supplementary information in my Chicago

style footnotes?

A: Absolutely. The notes-bibliography system of the Chicago Manual of Style is designed to

accommodate not only citations but also discursive footnotes. You can use them to add commentary,



provide definitions, or offer tangential information that enhances the reader's understanding without

interrupting the main text.

Q: What is the best way to handle citing multiple works by the same

author in Chicago style footnotes?

A: When citing multiple works by the same author, it is crucial to use the shortened title in your

shortened footnotes to distinguish between them. If two works have identical or very similar titles,

further clarification might be needed, such as including the publication year in the shortened note.

Q: When should I use footnotes versus endnotes in my Chicago style

paper?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style allows for both. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the

citation is made, offering immediate reader convenience. Endnotes are collected at the end of the

document. The choice often depends on publisher guidelines, professor requirements, or personal

preference for text readability.

Q: How does the Chicago Manual of Style handle citing original

sources and subsequent editions?

A: When citing an original source that has been reprinted or republished, you typically cite the edition

you used. If it is important to note the original publication date, you can include it after the title in

parentheses, for example: Author, Title (Original Publication Year; Publication Year of Edition Used),

Page.



Q: What is the correct way to format a bibliography if I am using

footnotes in my Chicago style paper?

A: If you are using the notes-bibliography system, you will typically include a bibliography at the end of

your paper. The entries in the bibliography are alphabetized by the author's last name and follow a

slightly different format than the initial full footnote, generally omitting the page numbers for the specific

citation in the text but providing a full range for articles or chapters.
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