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Mastering Chicago Manual of Style Footnotes for Humanities Examples

chicago manual of style footnotes for humanities examples serve as a critical tool
for scholars, researchers, and students navigating the intricate world of academic citation
within the humanities. These meticulously crafted notes provide immediate context and
attribution, allowing readers to delve deeper into the sources that underpin an argument,
explore tangential ideas, or clarify complex points without disrupting the main narrative
flow. Understanding the nuances of footnote formatting is paramount for academic
integrity, enabling clear communication of research lineage and intellectual engagement
with prior scholarship. This article will provide a comprehensive guide to constructing
effective Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) footnotes, with a particular focus on examples
relevant to the humanities disciplines, covering common source types and best practices
for their implementation.
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The Role of Footnotes in Engaging with Scholarship

Why Footnotes Matter in Humanities Scholarship

In the humanities, where arguments often build upon nuanced interpretations of texts,
historical events, and cultural phenomena, footnotes play a pivotal role. They are not
merely a bureaucratic requirement but an integral part of scholarly discourse. Footnotes
allow for the inclusion of supplementary information that might otherwise clutter the main
text, such as detailed explanations of terminology, digressions into related topics, or even
personal reflections on the research process, though the latter is less common in formal
academic work. More importantly, they provide an immediate link to the sources that
inform an author's claims, allowing readers to verify information, explore the original
context of a quote, and assess the author's engagement with existing literature. This
transparency is fundamental to academic honesty and the advancement of knowledge.

The Chicago Manual of Style offers a robust framework for academic citation, recognizing
the diverse needs of scholarly disciplines. For the humanities, the Notes and Bibliography
system, which employs numbered footnotes or endnotes, is particularly prevalent. This
system prioritizes readability within the main body of the text while providing detailed
source information in the notes. The alternative, the Author-Date system, is more common
in the sciences and social sciences, but a clear understanding of the Notes and Bibliography
system is essential for anyone engaging with historical, literary, philosophical, or art
historical scholarship.

Understanding the Two Systems: Notes and
Bibliography vs. Author-Date

The Chicago Manual of Style officially recognizes two primary citation systems: Notes and
Bibliography, and Author-Date. While both aim for accuracy and clarity, they achieve these
goals through different mechanisms. The Notes and Bibliography system, the focus of this
article, uses superscript numbers within the text that correspond to a numbered footnote at
the bottom of the page or an endnote at the end of the document. Each note provides full
bibliographic information upon first citation, with subsequent citations using a shortened
form. A comprehensive bibliography listing all consulted sources typically follows the
endnotes.

The Author-Date system, conversely, uses parenthetical in-text citations (Author Year,
Page) and a reference list at the end of the document, which includes only the sources
cited. This system is often preferred in fields where quick verification of sources is
paramount and arguments tend to be more data-driven. However, for the humanities, the
richer context and the ability to include explanatory or tangential information within
footnotes make the Notes and Bibliography system the prevailing choice, facilitating a
deeper engagement with the nuances of textual analysis and historical interpretation.



Basic Footnote Structure and Components

A Chicago-style footnote generally comprises several key elements, presented in a specific
order and with particular punctuation. The initial citation for a source in a footnote provides
more detailed information than subsequent citations. For a book, the first footnote would
typically include the author's full name (first name first), the title of the book (italicized),
publication information (city: publisher, year), and the specific page number(s) being
referenced. The punctuation is crucial: commas separate elements like author and title,
colons precede publication details, and a comma follows the publication year before the
page number.

The superscript number indicating the footnote is placed after the punctuation of the
sentence or clause it relates to. For instance, if a sentence ends with a comma, the
superscript number follows the comma. If the sentence ends with a period, the superscript
number follows the period. This placement ensures that the note clearly corresponds to the
specific idea or quotation it supports. Understanding these foundational elements is key to
correctly formatting any type of source within the Chicago system.

Footnote Examples for Common Humanities
Sources

The true utility of mastering Chicago style footnotes for humanities examples lies in
applying the general principles to specific types of sources. Each source material, whether
it's a well-worn academic monograph, a contemporary journal article, or an ephemeral
online essay, requires a tailored approach to citation. The following sections will
demonstrate the correct formatting for some of the most frequently encountered materials
in humanities research.

Books

Citing a book in a footnote requires attention to the author's name, the book's title,
publication details, and the specific page number. For the first citation of a book, the format
is generally as follows:

First name Last name, Title of Book (City of Publication: Publisher, Year), page
number(s).

Example:

1. Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison (New York: Vintage Books,
1995), 32.



Subsequent citations of the same book will use a shortened form, typically including the
author's last name and the page number, unless it is the immediately preceding footnote,
in which case "Ibid." (Latin for "in the same place") can be used, followed by a comma and
the new page number if it differs.

Example of subsequent citation:

2. Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 45.

Example using Ibid.:

3. Ibid., 50.

Journal Articles

Journal articles are a cornerstone of academic research in the humanities. Footnotes for
these sources include the author's name, the article title, the journal title, volume and issue
numbers, publication year, and page numbers. The journal title is italicized, and the article
title is typically enclosed in quotation marks.

First name Last name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): page
number(s).

Example:

4. Edward Said, "Orientalism Reconsidered," Cultural Critique 1 (1985): 93.

Similar to book citations, subsequent references will employ a shortened format.

Example of subsequent citation:

5. Said, "Orientalism Reconsidered," 95.

Chapters in Edited Volumes

When citing a chapter or essay within an edited collection, it is essential to identify both the
author of the chapter and the editor(s) of the volume. The format includes the chapter
author's name, the chapter title, the editor's name(s) (preceded by "ed." or "eds."), the
volume title, publication information, and page numbers.

First name Last name, "Title of Chapter," in Title of Book, ed. Editor's First name Last
name, page number(s). (City of Publication: Publisher, Year).



Example:

6. Judith Butler, "Performative Acts and Gender Constitution," in Writing on the Body:
Female Embodiment and Feminist Theory, ed. Katie Conboy, Sandra Gunning, and Nicola
Beisel, 401–10. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1997).

Note the use of "ed." for a single editor and "eds." for multiple editors. The page range of
the chapter is typically included in the bibliography, while the specific cited page appears in
the footnote.

Websites and Online Resources

Citing online content requires careful consideration of what information is available.
Essential elements include the author (if known), the title of the specific page or article, the
website name, and the date accessed. If a publication date is available, it should also be
included.

First name Last name, "Title of Web Page," Name of Website, publication date (if
available), accessed Month Day, Year, URL.

Example:

7. Jane Doe, "The Evolution of Digital Archives," Digital Humanities Today, May 15, 2022,
accessed October 26, 2023, https://www.digitalhumanities.org/article/12345.

If no author is listed, the citation begins with the title of the web page. If no specific
publication date is available, it is omitted, but the access date is crucial for online sources
that may change.

Archival Materials

Archival citations can be complex due to the unique nature of unpublished materials. Each
archive will have its own preferred citation style, but generally, it involves identifying the
collection, the specific document or item, the date of the document, and its location within
the archive.

Collection Name, Box Number, Folder Number, Document Title (if any), Date of
Document, Name of Archive, Location of Archive.

Example:

8. Virginia Woolf Papers, Add. Ms. d. 2238, folder 2, letter to Lytton Strachey, January 5,



1915, British Library, London.

It is essential to consult the specific archival finding aids and any style guides provided by
the institution for precise formatting.

Secondary vs. Primary Sources in Footnotes

A crucial distinction in humanities scholarship is between primary and secondary sources.
Primary sources are the raw materials of research—original documents, artifacts, literary
works, eyewitness accounts, or empirical data. Secondary sources are analyses,
interpretations, or discussions of primary sources, such as scholarly books and articles.

In footnotes, the way you cite these sources can reflect your engagement with them. When
quoting or referencing a primary source, the footnote points directly to that original
document or text. When quoting or referencing a secondary source, the footnote points to
the scholar's interpretation or analysis. Sometimes, you might cite a secondary source that
discusses a primary source. In such cases, the footnote will reference the secondary source,
but it's often good practice to consult the primary source yourself if possible and cite it
directly, or at least indicate that you are relying on the secondary source's quotation or
interpretation of the primary.

Example of citing a primary source directly:

9. William Shakespeare, Hamlet, act 3, sc. 1, lines 56–57, in The Riverside Shakespeare, ed.
G. Blakemore Evans (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1974).

Example of citing a secondary source that interprets a primary source:

10. Harold Bloom, Shakespeare: The Invention of the Human (New York: Riverhead Books,
1998), 455–56. Bloom discusses Hamlet's soliloquy in act 3, scene 1.

Subsequent Citations and Shortened Forms

As mentioned earlier, after the initial full citation of a source in a footnote, subsequent
citations should be shortened to avoid redundancy and maintain readability. The Chicago
Manual of Style provides clear guidelines for these shortened forms.

For books, the shortened form typically includes the author's last name, a shortened
version of the title (if it's long or if multiple works by the same author are cited), and the
page number. For journal articles, it’s the author's last name and the article title (or a
shortened version), followed by the page number. The goal is to provide enough
information for the reader to easily locate the full entry in the bibliography without being
overly repetitive.

Examples:



11. Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 67.

12. Said, "Orientalism Reconsidered," 98.

The use of "Ibid." is reserved for cases where the citation immediately follows the previous
one and refers to the exact same source and page number. If the page number changes, it
becomes "Ibid., new page number." This practice streamlines citations but should be used
judiciously to ensure clarity.

Formatting Tips for Clarity and Consistency

Beyond the specific content of footnotes, consistent and clear formatting is essential for
scholarly presentation. Adhering strictly to the Chicago Manual of Style's guidelines ensures
that your work is taken seriously and that your readers can navigate your citations
effortlessly. Pay close attention to:

Superscript Numbers: Ensure they are correctly placed after punctuation and that
they correspond sequentially to the notes.

Punctuation: Commas, periods, colons, and semicolons must be used precisely as
dictated by the style guide.

Italics and Quotation Marks: Book titles are italicized, while article and chapter
titles are placed in quotation marks.

Spacing: Maintain consistent spacing between elements within a footnote and
between the text and the footnotes themselves.

Indentation: Typically, the first line of each footnote is indented, with subsequent
lines flush with the left margin.

Consistency is paramount. Once you establish a particular approach for a recurring source
type, maintain it throughout your entire document. This not only aids the reader but also
demonstrates a meticulous attention to detail characteristic of scholarly work.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

Even with careful attention, writers can fall into common traps when crafting Chicago-style
footnotes. One frequent error is incorrect placement of the superscript number, such as
putting it before punctuation. Another is inconsistency in the use of "Ibid." or shortened
forms. Some writers may also forget to include essential bibliographic information for the



first citation, making it difficult for readers to find the source.

Over-reliance on secondary sources without consulting primary materials is a common
academic pitfall, and while footnotes themselves don't directly address this, the way you
cite can hint at your research depth. Furthermore, failing to update access dates for online
sources can render them unreliable. Always proofread your footnotes meticulously, ideally
against a checklist of required elements for each source type. Consulting the latest edition
of The Chicago Manual of Style is always recommended for definitive guidance.

The Role of Footnotes in Engaging with
Scholarship

Ultimately, Chicago manual of style footnotes for humanities examples are more than just
citation tools; they are integral to the scholarly conversation. They allow authors to
acknowledge intellectual debts, to position their arguments within a broader disciplinary
context, and to invite readers to explore the foundations of their research. Well-crafted
footnotes demonstrate a writer's engagement with existing scholarship, showcasing their
critical thinking and their understanding of the intellectual landscape. By providing clear,
accurate, and consistently formatted citations, authors not only uphold academic integrity
but also enrich the reader's experience, transforming a static text into a dynamic dialogue
with knowledge.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between footnotes
and endnotes in the Chicago Manual of Style for
humanities?
A: The primary difference lies in their placement. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the
page where the citation is referenced, while endnotes are collected at the end of the
document or chapter. Both systems use superscript numbers in the text to link to the notes,
and the content of the notes (full bibliographic information for first citations, shortened for
subsequent ones) remains the same. The choice between footnotes and endnotes often
depends on the publisher's or instructor's preference.

Q: When should I use "Ibid." in my Chicago style
footnotes?
A: "Ibid." (short for ibidem, meaning "in the same place") is used when a footnote citation
immediately follows another citation to the exact same source. If the page number is
different, you would use "Ibid." followed by the new page number. It is important to use
"Ibid." judiciously to ensure clarity and avoid confusion.



Q: How do I cite a website in Chicago style footnotes if
it doesn't have a publication date?
A: If a website lacks a specific publication date, you omit it from the citation and instead
provide the date you accessed the material. The format would generally be: First name Last
name, "Title of Web Page," Name of Website, accessed Month Day, Year, URL. The access
date is crucial for online sources as they can be altered or removed without notice.

Q: What is the correct way to abbreviate a publisher's
name in a Chicago style footnote?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style generally recommends spelling out publisher names in full
for books, except for university presses, which are often abbreviated (e.g., "UP" for
University Press). For instance, it would be "Oxford University Press," not "OUP." However,
it's always best to consult the latest edition of the CMOS or specific guidelines provided by
your institution or publisher.

Q: Can I include explanatory material in my Chicago
style footnotes, or are they strictly for citations?
A: Yes, one of the strengths of the Notes and Bibliography system in Chicago style is its
allowance for explanatory notes. These notes can be used to provide supplementary
information, definitions, tangential discussions, or acknowledgments that would disrupt the
flow of the main text. However, ensure that such notes are truly supplementary and do not
constitute the bulk of your footnote content, as the primary purpose is still citation.

Q: How should I cite a newspaper article in Chicago
style footnotes?
A: Citing a newspaper article typically includes the author's name (if available), the article
title, the name of the newspaper (italicized), the date of publication, and the page
number(s). For online newspaper articles, you would also include the URL and access date.
For example: First name Last name, "Title of Article," Newspaper Name, Month Day, Year,
Section and page number (if applicable).

Q: What are the essential elements of a footnote
citation for a dissertation or thesis?
A: For a dissertation or thesis, a footnote citation usually includes the author's name, the
title of the work (italicized), the type of work (e.g., PhD diss., MA thesis), the institution that
granted the degree, and the year of completion. If citing an online version, include the URL
and access date. For example: First name Last name, Title of Dissertation (PhD diss.,
University Name, Year).



Q: Is there a rule for how many footnotes are
considered "too many" in a humanities paper?
A: There isn't a strict numerical limit on footnotes, but their purpose should always be
considered. Footnotes should enhance the reader's understanding and provide necessary
attribution, not overwhelm the text with tangential information or excessive citation of
minor points. If you find yourself with a very large number of footnotes, it might indicate
that some material could be integrated into the main text or that your research is becoming
overly fragmented. Conversely, too few footnotes can suggest insufficient engagement with
sources. The quality and necessity of each footnote are more important than the quantity.
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