
chicago manual of style footnotes for
examples
chicago manual of style footnotes for examples are essential for academic and
professional writing, providing a standardized method for citing sources and
offering supplementary information. This comprehensive guide will delve into
the intricacies of implementing Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) footnotes,
focusing on practical examples to illustrate their application. We will
explore the fundamental principles behind footnote citation, the various
types of sources that require referencing, and the precise formatting
required by the CMOS. Understanding how to properly construct and place
footnotes ensures academic integrity and enhances the clarity and credibility
of your work. This article will equip you with the knowledge to confidently
use Chicago Manual of Style footnotes for examples across a wide range of
writing projects.
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Understanding the Purpose of Chicago Manual of
Style Footnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: notes
and bibliography, and author-date. The notes and bibliography system, which
utilizes footnotes and endnotes, is particularly common in the humanities,
including literature, history, and the arts. The fundamental purpose of
footnotes is twofold: to provide clear and immediate attribution for borrowed
ideas, facts, or words, and to offer a space for supplementary material that
would disrupt the flow of the main text.

By employing footnotes, writers acknowledge their sources, thereby avoiding
plagiarism and giving credit where it is due. This is a cornerstone of
academic and scholarly integrity. Furthermore, footnotes serve as a crucial
tool for readers who wish to investigate the source material further. A well-
constructed footnote allows a reader to easily locate the original
publication and verify the information presented in the text. This
transparency builds trust and demonstrates the thoroughness of the research
undertaken.

Beyond simple attribution, footnotes can also be used to provide additional



context, definitions, or elaborations that are relevant but not essential to
the main narrative. This allows for a cleaner, more focused main text while
still offering valuable peripheral information for those interested. For
instance, a writer might use a footnote to define a technical term, offer a
brief biographical detail about a historical figure, or present a quotation
that is too long to comfortably fit within the body of the text.

Anatomy of a Chicago Manual of Style Footnote

A Chicago Manual of Style footnote typically comprises several key
components, meticulously arranged to provide complete bibliographic
information. The order and punctuation are critical for adherence to CMOS
standards. At its core, a footnote needs to identify the source uniquely and
comprehensively enough for a reader to find it. This includes essential
details that distinguish one work from another.

Essential Footnote Components

The essential components of a Chicago Manual of Style footnote, when citing a
book for the first time, generally include:

The author's first name and last name.

The title of the book, italicized.

Publication information, typically including the place of publication,
publisher, and year of publication.

The specific page number(s) being cited.

It is important to note that the order of author's name (first name then last
name) is a distinctive feature of CMOS footnotes when compared to the author-
date system or other style guides.

First vs. Subsequent Citations

The presentation of a footnote changes significantly after its first
appearance. The initial citation provides full bibliographic details.
Subsequent citations, often referred to as shortened notes, are much more
concise. They typically include the author's last name, a shortened version
of the title (if the original is long), and the page number. This distinction
streamlines the citation process and avoids redundant full citations
throughout a document.



Footnotes for Common Source Types: Examples

The specific format of a Chicago Manual of Style footnote varies depending on
the type of source being cited. Mastering these variations is crucial for
accurate and consistent referencing. Below are detailed examples for some of
the most frequently encountered source materials.

Books: The Foundational Example

Citing a book is often the starting point for understanding footnote
construction. The first citation requires all essential details. Subsequent
citations simplify this significantly.

First Citation of a Book

For a single-author book:

1. David McCullough, The Great Bridge: The Epic Story of the Building of
the Brooklyn Bridge (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1972), 125.

For a book with multiple authors (note the use of "and" before the last
author's name):

2. John Smith and Jane Doe, Understanding Semantics (Chicago: University
of Chicago Press, 2018), 45.

Subsequent Citation of a Book

After the full citation, a shortened version is used:

3. McCullough, The Great Bridge, 210.

4. Smith and Doe, Understanding Semantics, 78.

If the author has multiple works cited, the shortened title becomes even more
critical to distinguish between them. If the author's name and the shortened
title are still ambiguous, the full title may be needed.

Journal Articles

Journal articles, being periodical publications, require specific formatting



to identify the journal, volume, issue, and date.

First Citation of a Journal Article

The structure includes the author, article title, journal title, volume,
issue, date, and page numbers.

5. Sarah Jones, "The Impact of Digital Media on Political Discourse,"
Journal of Communication Studies 42, no. 3 (Fall 2020): 315.

Note the use of quotation marks for the article title and italics for the
journal title. The volume and issue numbers are followed by the date in
parentheses.

Subsequent Citation of a Journal Article

Similar to books, subsequent citations are shortened:

6. Jones, "Digital Media," 320.

Websites and Online Articles

Citing online sources has become increasingly important. CMOS provides
guidelines for these as well, emphasizing clarity and accessibility.

First Citation of a Website Article

Key elements include author (if available), title of the specific page or
article, name of the website, publication or last modified date, and the URL.

7. "The History of the Internet." Wikipedia, last modified September 15,
2023. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Internet.

If an author is listed, they precede the article title.

8. Emily Carter, "Understanding AI Ethics." Tech Insights, May 10, 2023.
https://www.techinsights.com/ai-ethics.

Subsequent Citation of a Website Article

Shortened citations for websites typically include the author's last name (if
available) or the title of the article and the URL.



9. Carter, "AI Ethics," https://www.techinsights.com/ai-ethics.

It's often advisable to include the URL even in shortened notes for online
resources, as they can change frequently.

Special Considerations for Chicago Manual of
Style Footnotes

Beyond the standard formatting of common sources, certain situations call for
specific adjustments within the Chicago Manual of Style footnote system.
These special cases ensure that even unique or complex sources are cited
accurately and informatively.

Indirect Sources

When you cite a source that you encountered within another source, it's
crucial to indicate this indirect nature of the citation. This tells your
reader that you did not consult the original work directly.

10. Quoted in John Adams, The Revolutionary Spirit (Boston: Colonial
Press, 1988), 55, quoting Eleanor Roosevelt, "On Democracy," The
Atlantic Monthly, October 1940.

In this example, the quote is from Eleanor Roosevelt's article, but Adams's
book is the source through which you found it. Both are mentioned, with the
direct quote attribution coming last.

Unpublished Materials

Citing unpublished works, such as letters, manuscripts, or dissertations,
requires providing information that accurately identifies the material and
its location.

11. Letter from Benjamin Franklin to his sister, July 14, 1750, Benjamin
Franklin Papers, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

For dissertations or theses, include the author, title, university, and year.

12. Maria Garcia, "The Evolution of Urban Planning in the 21st Century"
(PhD diss., University of California, Berkeley, 2021), 150.



Works with No Author or Editor

When a work lacks a named author or editor, the citation begins with the
title of the work.

13. The Art of Renaissance Sculpture (London: National Gallery
Publications, 2010), 75.

This ensures that the work is still clearly identified and referenced, even
without an individual credited for its creation.

Formatting and Placement of Chicago Manual of
Style Footnotes

The physical placement and consistent formatting of Chicago Manual of Style
footnotes are as vital as their content. Proper execution ensures a
professional presentation and adherence to the established style guide.

Numbering and Placement

Footnotes are typically indicated in the text by a superscript Arabic numeral
placed after the relevant punctuation. The first footnote reference in the
text corresponds to the number 1, the second to 2, and so on, throughout the
document, or by chapter, depending on the publication's requirements. The
actual footnote text appears at the bottom of the page.

Punctuation and Indentation

Each footnote begins with a superscript Arabic numeral that matches the
reference number in the text. The first line of each footnote is typically
indented, with subsequent lines aligned to the left margin. This indentation
helps distinguish between separate footnotes on a single page. The
punctuation within the footnote itself is specific to the source type, as
detailed in the examples above.

Consistency is Key



Perhaps the most crucial aspect of using Chicago Manual of Style footnotes
for examples is maintaining unwavering consistency. Whether you are citing
books, articles, websites, or other materials, the format for each type of
source should be applied uniformly throughout your paper. Inconsistency can
distract readers and undermine the credibility of your work.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid with CMOS Footnotes

While the Chicago Manual of Style offers clear guidelines, writers sometimes
encounter challenges or make common errors when implementing footnotes. Being
aware of these potential pitfalls can help prevent mistakes and ensure
accurate citation practices.

Incorrect Numbering

One of the most frequent errors is inconsistent or incorrect numbering of
footnotes. This can involve skipping numbers, reusing numbers, or having
discrepancies between the superscript number in the text and the actual
footnote. Always double-check that each reference number is unique and
sequentially ordered.

Missing Essential Information

Failing to include all necessary bibliographic details in the first citation
of a source is another common mistake. This can include omitting the
publisher, date, or page number, making it difficult for readers to locate
the source. Refer back to the specific CMOS guidelines for each source type
to ensure completeness.

Inconsistent Shortened Notes

When using shortened notes for subsequent citations, writers may sometimes be
inconsistent in the details they include or may abbreviate titles too
drastically, leading to ambiguity. Ensure that the shortened note clearly
identifies the source, especially if multiple works by the same author are
cited.

Punctuation and Formatting Errors



Minor errors in punctuation, such as incorrect commas, periods, or the
omission of italics for titles, can occur. These may seem small, but in a
style guide as precise as CMOS, they can affect the overall correctness of
the citation. Pay close attention to the specific punctuation required for
each element of the footnote.

Overuse or Underuse of Footnotes

Another pitfall is either using footnotes excessively for minor or obvious
points or, conversely, failing to cite sources for borrowed material.
Footnotes are for attribution and elaboration, not for every stray thought.
Conversely, neglecting to cite is a direct pathway to plagiarism. Strive for
a balance that accurately reflects your research and maintains clarity.

Q: What is the primary difference between footnotes
and endnotes in the Chicago Manual of Style?
A: The primary difference lies in their placement. Footnotes appear at the
bottom of the page where the reference is made in the text, while endnotes
are compiled and listed at the end of the document, chapter, or book. Both
systems use sequential numbering to link the reference to the note.

Q: When should I use a Chicago Manual of Style
footnote instead of an endnote?
A: The choice between footnotes and endnotes is often determined by the
publication or instructor's preference. However, footnotes are generally
favored in works where immediate reference is beneficial for the reader, such
as in dense scholarly texts or historical analyses where context is
constantly being built. Endnotes are sometimes preferred for longer works to
avoid page interruptions.

Q: How do I cite a specific chapter of a book using
Chicago Manual of Style footnotes?
A: When citing a specific chapter, you'll typically include the author,
chapter title (in quotation marks), the book title (italicized), editor (if
applicable), publication details, and the page number range for the chapter,
followed by the specific page number you are referencing. For example: 1.
John Smith, "The Causes of the War," in A History of the Nation, ed. Jane Doe
(New York: Publisher, 2020), 45-70, 52.



Q: What is the correct way to cite a source that is
cited in another source (an indirect source) in
Chicago Manual of Style footnotes?
A: You cite the indirect source by indicating that the material was found
within another work. The format usually involves mentioning the original
source and then stating "quoted in" or "cited in" followed by the details of
the source you actually consulted. For example: 1. Quoted in John Doe, My
Research Findings (City: Publisher, 2022), 30, quoting Jane Smith, Original
Study (City: Publisher, 2018), 15.

Q: How are legal citations handled within the
Chicago Manual of Style footnote system?
A: Legal citations have a specialized format that differs significantly from
standard bibliographic citations. The Chicago Manual of Style provides
detailed guidelines for citing statutes, cases, and other legal documents,
which often involve specific abbreviations and a different ordering of
information. It is crucial to consult the latest edition of CMOS for precise
legal citation rules.

Q: Can I use the same footnote number multiple times
if I am citing the same source repeatedly?
A: No, you should not reuse footnote numbers for different sources or for the
same source if the reference is in a different part of the text. Each
distinct reference in the body of your text should correspond to a unique
superscript number, even if it points to the same source. For subsequent
citations of the same source, you use a shortened note format linked to the
original footnote number.

Q: What if a book has no publication date? How do I
cite that in a Chicago Manual of Style footnote?
A: If a book has no publication date, you should use the abbreviation "n.d."
(no date) in place of the publication year. For example: 1. David Miller, The
Ancient World (London: Historical Press, n.d.), 88.

Q: How do I cite an edited collection of essays
using Chicago Manual of Style footnotes?
A: When citing an individual essay within an edited collection, you include
the author of the essay, the essay title (in quotation marks), followed by
"in" and the title of the collection (italicized), the editor(s) (preceded by
"ed." or "eds."), publication information, and the page numbers for the



essay. For example: 1. Emily Carter, "The Ethics of AI," in Artificial
Intelligence Today, ed. Robert Johnson (Cambridge: MIT Press, 2021), 112-130.
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