
chicago manual of style footnotes for essays
examples
The Chicago Manual of Style footnotes for essays examples are essential for academic and scholarly
writing. Mastering this citation style ensures proper attribution, avoids plagiarism, and enhances the
credibility of your work. This comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of Chicago style
footnotes, providing clear explanations and practical examples for various source types commonly
found in essays. We will cover everything from basic book citations to more complex digital sources,
offering a detailed understanding of how to format footnotes correctly. By the end of this article, you
will be well-equipped to implement Chicago style footnotes effectively in your own academic
endeavors.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style Footnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system. For essays, particularly in the humanities, the notes-bibliography
system, which utilizes footnotes or endnotes, is often preferred. This system allows for more
extensive explanatory notes beyond simple source attribution, enriching the reader's understanding.
Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation is made, while endnotes are collected
at the end of the document. This guide will focus on footnotes, providing specific chicago manual of
style footnotes for essays examples to illustrate correct usage.

The fundamental purpose of footnotes is to acknowledge the sources of information, ideas, and direct
quotations used in your essay. This not only gives credit to the original authors but also allows your
readers to locate the source material for verification or further exploration. Properly formatted
footnotes contribute significantly to the academic integrity of your writing, demonstrating a
commitment to ethical scholarship. Adhering to the precise formatting guidelines of the Chicago
Manual of Style is crucial for maintaining consistency and professionalism in your academic work.

Essential Elements of a Chicago Footnote



Every Chicago style footnote, regardless of the source type, generally includes a specific set of
information presented in a particular order and with specific punctuation. While the exact details vary
depending on the source, understanding these core components is fundamental. The key elements
include the author's name, the title of the work, publication details, and the specific location of the
information within the source, such as a page number.

The first time a source is cited in a footnote, it typically appears in a "full note" format. This
comprehensive citation allows the reader to identify the source completely. Subsequent citations of
the same source are usually presented in a "shortened note" format, which is more concise. This
distinction is important for efficient note-taking and clear referencing throughout your essay.
Understanding the nuances of these formats is key to effective chicago manual of style footnotes
for essays examples.

Author's Name
In Chicago style footnotes, the author's name is typically listed in the order of first name followed by
last name. This is a key difference from bibliography entries, where the last name is usually listed
first. For instance, if the author is Jane Doe, the footnote would begin with "Jane Doe," not "Doe, Jane."
This consistent formatting ensures clarity and adherence to the specified style guide.

Title of the Work
The title of the work being cited is enclosed in italics. This applies to books, journals, and other
standalone publications. For shorter works published within larger compilations, such as articles
within journals or chapters within books, the title is usually enclosed in quotation marks. This
distinction between italics and quotation marks is a vital aspect of Chicago style formatting.

Publication Details
This section includes information such as the city of publication, the publisher's name, and the year of
publication. For articles, it would include the journal title, volume and issue numbers, and the date of
publication. The exact details will vary based on the source type, but consistency in providing this
information is paramount.

Page Number(s)
The most crucial element for locating the specific information used in your essay is the page number.
This is typically indicated by "p." for a single page or "pp." for multiple pages. If you are citing an
online source without pagination, you may use paragraph numbers or section headings as
appropriate, following specific guidelines for digital citations.



Footnotes for Books

Citing books is a common requirement in academic essays, and Chicago style provides clear
guidelines for doing so in footnotes. The first footnote for a book will contain full bibliographic details,
while subsequent citations will be shortened.

First Footnote Citation for a Book
The first time you cite a book, the footnote will include the author's full name (first name then last
name), the italicized title of the book, publication information (city: publisher, year), and the specific
page number(s) being referenced. For example:

Jane Doe, The History of Essays (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 45.

This example demonstrates the standard format. Note the placement of commas and periods, which
are critical for correct formatting. The city of publication is followed by a colon, and the publication
year is enclosed in parentheses.

Subsequent Footnote Citations for a Book
After the initial full citation, subsequent references to the same book are made using a shortened
note. This typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if necessary to
distinguish from other works by the same author), and the page number. For instance:

Doe, History of Essays, 78.

If you have cited only one work by an author, you might be able to omit the shortened title and simply
use the author's last name and page number: Doe, 78. However, it is generally recommended to
include the shortened title for clarity.

Footnotes for Journal Articles

Journal articles are frequently used sources in academic essays. Chicago style footnotes require
specific information to accurately cite these scholarly works.

First Footnote Citation for a Journal Article
When citing a journal article for the first time, the footnote should include the author's full name, the
article title in quotation marks, the journal's title in italics, followed by the volume number, issue
number, publication date (often in parentheses), and the specific page number(s) of the article or the
page cited.



John Smith, "The Evolution of Citation Styles," Journal of Academic Writing 15, no. 2 (Spring
2019): 112.

Pay close attention to the punctuation. The journal title is followed by the volume and issue
information, with the date in parentheses. The page number for the citation is at the end.

Subsequent Footnote Citations for a Journal Article
Similar to book citations, subsequent references to the same journal article use a shortened footnote
format. This includes the author's last name, the article title in quotation marks, and the page
number.

Smith, "Evolution of Citation Styles," 115.

Again, if you are citing multiple works by the same author, ensure the shortened title is sufficient to
distinguish the work. If you have only cited one article by Smith, you might use Smith, 115, but
including the shortened title is generally safer and clearer.

Footnotes for Websites and Online Sources

Citing online sources requires attention to details that might differ from print materials, such as the
absence of traditional publication information and the inclusion of URLs and access dates.

Footnotes for Websites
When citing a website, include the author's name (if available), the title of the specific page or article
in quotation marks, the name of the website in italics, the publication date (if available), and the URL.
It is also good practice to include an access date, especially if the content is likely to change.

Sarah Lee, "Understanding Footnote Formatting," Academic Writing Tips, May 15, 2022,
https://www.exampleacademicwriting.com/footnotes.

If no author is listed, begin with the title of the page. If no publication date is available, use "n.d." for
"no date." The URL should be presented as a live link if the document is being submitted digitally, or
without the link if it's a print submission, though the standard format often includes it.

Footnotes for Online Journal Articles or Book Chapters
When an article or chapter is accessed online, you will combine elements of print and web citation.
Include all the standard information for the article or chapter (author, title, journal/book title,
publication details) followed by the URL and access date.



John Smith, "The Evolution of Citation Styles," Journal of Academic Writing 15, no. 2 (Spring
2019): 112, https://www.examplejournal.com/article/12345, accessed October 26, 2023.

The inclusion of an access date is particularly important for online sources as their content can be
updated or removed without notice. This allows readers to know when you accessed the information.

Footnotes for Other Source Types

Chicago style accommodates a wide range of source materials, from interviews and personal
communications to visual and audio materials.

Footnotes for Interviews
For interviews, cite the name of the interviewee, the type of interview (e.g., "interview by email,"
"personal interview"), the date of the interview, and the location if it was a personal interview. If the
interview is recorded or transcribed and accessible, include that information.

Maria Garcia, personal interview by author, October 20, 2023, New York, NY.

If the interview is not published but is part of your research, it's important to clearly identify it as
such.

Footnotes for Unpublished Materials
For unpublished manuscripts, dissertations, or other archival materials, provide as much identifying
information as possible, including author, title, date, and location of the archive or collection.

David Chen, "Research Notes on Urban Planning," unpublished manuscript, 2021, Archives of
Urban Studies, City University.

The goal is to provide enough detail for someone else to locate the material if they wished to consult
it.

Shortened Footnotes and Subsequent Citations

As mentioned earlier, the use of shortened footnotes is a key feature of the notes-bibliography system
in Chicago style. This practice streamlines the citation process after the initial full note has been
provided.

The purpose of a shortened footnote is to provide a concise reference to a source that has already



been fully identified. This avoids redundant information and keeps the focus on the content of your
essay rather than lengthy bibliographic details repeated on every page. Proper application of
shortened footnotes is a hallmark of sophisticated academic writing.

Rule of Thumb: If you have cited only one work by a particular author, you can often omit the
title in the shortened note and just use the author's last name and page number (e.g., Doe, 78).

When to Include the Title: If you have cited multiple works by the same author, you must
include a shortened version of the title to distinguish between them (e.g., Doe, History of
Essays, 78).

For Editors or Compilers: If the work has an editor or compiler, their name is also included in
the shortened note, often preceded by "ed." or "comp."

The transition from full to shortened notes is a gradual process. Each new source requires a full note
upon its first mention. Subsequent mentions of that same source will then utilize the shortened
format. This system ensures both completeness and conciseness.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid in Chicago Style Footnotes

Even with clear guidelines, writers can sometimes fall into common traps when using Chicago style
footnotes. Awareness of these potential issues can help prevent errors and ensure the accuracy and
professionalism of your work.

Inconsistent Formatting
One of the most frequent mistakes is inconsistency in punctuation, capitalization, or the order of
elements within footnotes. For example, sometimes forgetting to italicize titles or using quotation
marks incorrectly. Strict adherence to the CMOS manual is key to avoiding this.

Incorrect Use of "Ibid."
The term "Ibid." (from the Latin ibidem, meaning "in the same place") is used to refer to the
immediately preceding footnote. However, its use can be complex, and overreliance can lead to
confusion, especially if the preceding footnote refers to multiple sources. Many scholars now prefer
shortened notes over "Ibid." for clarity, even for consecutive citations of the same source.

Omitting Essential Information
Forgetting crucial details like publication dates, page numbers, or URLs can render a footnote
incomplete and unhelpful to the reader. Every element in a full note serves a purpose in guiding the
reader to the source.



Confusing Footnotes and Bibliography
While related, footnotes and bibliography entries have different formatting requirements. For
instance, author names are listed first name then last name in footnotes, but last name then first
name in bibliographies. Ensure you are applying the correct format for each.

By paying close attention to these common pitfalls and consulting the chicago manual of style
footnotes for essays examples regularly, you can ensure your citations are accurate and effective.

The Role of the Bibliography in Chicago Style

While this guide focuses on footnotes, it's crucial to understand their relationship with the
bibliography. The bibliography, or works cited list, appears at the end of the essay and provides a
comprehensive alphabetical list of all sources consulted and cited within the text. Each entry in the
bibliography corresponds to a source that has been cited in a footnote (or endnote).

The bibliography serves as a readily accessible reference for your readers, allowing them to quickly
find and consult your sources. The formatting of bibliography entries differs slightly from footnotes;
for example, author names are listed with the last name first, and publication details are presented in
a different order. Together, the footnotes and the bibliography form a complete and robust citation
system, essential for any academic essay adhering to Chicago style.

Bibliography Entry Format
A typical bibliography entry for a book would look like this:

Doe, Jane. The History of Essays. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020.

Notice the order of names and punctuation differences compared to the footnote example. This
ensures that the bibliography is a distinct but complementary part of the overall citation structure.

Alphabetical Order
All entries in the bibliography must be arranged in alphabetical order by the author's last name. If a
source does not have an author, it is alphabetized by the first significant word of the title (ignoring
articles like "A," "An," and "The"). This alphabetical arrangement is a standard convention that makes
the bibliography easy to navigate.

The diligent application of both footnotes and a well-formatted bibliography is fundamental to
scholarly integrity and demonstrates a thorough engagement with the source material. Understanding
the precise nuances of chicago manual of style footnotes for essays examples, alongside
bibliography requirements, empowers writers to produce credible and impactful academic work.



Mastering Chicago style footnotes for essays involves understanding the purpose of citation, the
specific elements required for different source types, and the distinction between full and shortened
notes. By consistently applying these principles and consulting reliable examples, writers can ensure
their citations are accurate, clear, and contribute to the overall quality and credibility of their
academic essays.

The journey of learning Chicago style is ongoing, and with practice, these citation practices become
second nature. The goal is always to provide a clear and transparent pathway for your readers to
trace your research and understand the foundation upon which your arguments are built.

Q: What is the primary difference between a footnote and an
endnote in Chicago style for essays?
A: The primary difference lies in their placement. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where
the citation is made, while endnotes are collected at the end of the document, typically on a separate
page titled "Notes." Both serve the same citation purpose.

Q: When should I use a full footnote versus a shortened
footnote in my essay?
A: You should use a full footnote the first time you cite a particular source in your essay. All
subsequent references to that same source should be made using a shortened footnote format.

Q: How do I cite a website in Chicago style footnotes if there
is no author listed?
A: If there is no author listed for a website, begin the footnote with the title of the specific page or
article (in quotation marks), followed by the name of the website (in italics), the publication date (if
available), the URL, and finally, the access date.

Q: What does "Ibid." mean in Chicago style footnotes and
when is it appropriate to use?
A: "Ibid." is Latin for "in the same place." It is used to refer to the immediately preceding footnote.
However, its use can sometimes be confusing if the preceding footnote cites multiple sources. Many
scholars now prefer using shortened notes even for consecutive citations of the same source to
ensure clarity.

Q: How do I format the page number in a Chicago style
footnote for a book?
A: For a single page, you use "p." followed by the page number (e.g., p. 45). For multiple consecutive
pages, you use "pp." followed by the page range (e.g., pp. 78–82).



Q: Should I include the URL in my footnotes for online
sources, even if it's for a print-submitted essay?
A: It is generally recommended to include the URL for online sources in Chicago style footnotes, even
for print submissions, as it provides the most direct access point for verification. If the format strictly
prohibits URLs in print, consult your instructor.

Q: What is the rule for italicizing titles in Chicago style
footnotes?
A: Titles of standalone works, such as books, journals, and websites, are italicized. Titles of shorter
works that are part of a larger whole, such as articles within journals or chapters within books, are
placed in quotation marks.

Q: How do shortened footnotes for journal articles differ from
shortened footnotes for books?
A: The core difference is the inclusion of the article title in quotation marks for shortened journal
article footnotes, whereas for books, it's the italicized book title. Both will include the author's last
name and the relevant page number.

Q: Is it necessary to include an access date for all online
sources in Chicago style footnotes?
A: Including an access date for online sources is highly recommended, especially if the content is
subject to change or removal. It helps readers understand when the information was last viewed and
retrieved.

Q: What are the key differences between footnote formatting
and bibliography formatting in Chicago style?
A: Key differences include the order of author names (first name then last name in footnotes, last
name then first name in bibliographies), punctuation, and the overall arrangement of publication
details. Footnotes also include specific page numbers for the citation, while bibliography entries
usually list the full page range of the work.
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