
chicago manual of style footnotes for
endnotes examples
The Chicago Manual of Style footnotes for endnotes examples are crucial for academic and
professional writing, ensuring proper citation and providing readers with easy access to source
material. This comprehensive guide delves deep into the nuances of implementing Chicago style for
both footnotes and endnotes, offering clear explanations and practical examples. We will explore the
fundamental differences between these two citation methods, the specific formatting requirements
for various source types, and common pitfalls to avoid. Understanding these elements is key to
maintaining academic integrity and enhancing the credibility of your work.

Table of Contents
Understanding Footnotes vs. Endnotes in Chicago Style
Basic Formatting Principles for Chicago Style Citations
Chicago Style Footnotes Examples: First Reference
Chicago Style Footnotes Examples: Subsequent References
Chicago Style Endnotes Examples: First Reference
Chicago Style Endnotes Examples: Subsequent References
Common Source Types and Their Chicago Style Citation Formats
Books
Journal Articles
Websites and Online Articles
Chapters in Edited Books
Archival Materials
The Importance of Consistency in Chicago Style Citations
When to Use Footnotes vs. Endnotes
Advanced Formatting Considerations

Understanding Footnotes vs. Endnotes in Chicago Style
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary systems for referencing sources: the notes
and bibliography system and the author-date system. This article focuses specifically on the notes
and bibliography system, which utilizes either footnotes or endnotes. Both footnotes and endnotes
serve the same purpose: to provide a complete citation for information or ideas that are not the
author's own and to allow readers to locate the original source. The fundamental difference lies in
their placement. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference is made, while
endnotes are compiled at the end of the document, chapter, or book.

Choosing between footnotes and endnotes often depends on the publication venue's requirements or
the author's preference. In general, footnotes are considered more user-friendly for readers as they
allow for immediate consultation of the source without having to turn to the end of the text. However,
for longer works with numerous citations, endnotes can help prevent the main text from becoming too
cluttered. Regardless of the choice, the formatting of the citations themselves adheres to specific
Chicago style guidelines.



Basic Formatting Principles for Chicago Style Citations
The Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes clarity and consistency in its citation practices. When
constructing footnotes and endnotes, several core principles apply. These include the correct use of
punctuation, capitalization, and the order of information. Generally, the first note for a source will be a
full citation, containing all necessary bibliographic details. Subsequent notes referring to the same
source can be shortened, often using the author's last name and a shortened title, or by employing
the Latin abbreviation "ibid." for immediately preceding references.

Punctuation plays a vital role in distinguishing different elements of a citation. Commas typically
separate elements within a single part of the citation (e.g., author's name, title), while periods often
demarcate major sections (e.g., after the author's name, after the title of a book). Numbers are
crucial for locating specific information within a source, such as page numbers. The use of italics for
book titles and article titles within journals is also a standard convention.

Chicago Style Footnotes Examples: First Reference
The first time a source is cited in a footnote, it requires a complete bibliographic entry. This format
provides all the essential information a reader needs to find the original work. The structure of a
footnote generally includes the author's name (first name first), the title of the work, publication
information (city, publisher, year), and the specific page number(s) being referenced.

Here are some examples of first reference footnotes:

For a book: 1. Michael Pollan, The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals (New
York: Penguin Press, 2006), 99.

For a journal article: 2. Jane Doe, "The Evolution of Digital Archives," Journal of Information
Science 45, no. 3 (2019): 215.

For a website: 3. "Climate Change Impacts," National Aeronautics and Space Administration,
last modified October 26, 2023, https://climate.nasa.gov/effects/.

Chicago Style Footnotes Examples: Subsequent
References
Once a source has been fully cited in a footnote, subsequent references to that same source can be
significantly shortened. This streamlines the notes section and avoids redundancy. The most common
method for subsequent citations is to use the author's last name, a shortened version of the title, and
the relevant page number. Alternatively, if a footnote immediately follows a previous one citing the
same source, the abbreviation "ibid." can be used.

Here are some examples of subsequent reference footnotes:

Using author and shortened title: 4. Pollan, Omnivore's Dilemma, 150.

Using author and shortened title for a journal article: 5. Doe, "Digital Archives," 220.



Using "ibid." for the immediately preceding reference (assuming footnote 4 was the preceding
citation and refers to the same source): 6. Ibid., 155.

Using "ibid." for the immediately preceding reference (assuming footnote 5 was the preceding
citation and refers to the same source): 7. Ibid.

Chicago Style Endnotes Examples: First Reference
The principles for formatting first reference endnotes are identical to those for first reference
footnotes. The only difference is their placement at the end of the document rather than at the
bottom of individual pages. Therefore, the full bibliographic information must be provided to guide the
reader. The order of elements and punctuation remain consistent with the established Chicago style
guidelines.

Here are some examples of first reference endnotes:

For a book: 1. Michael Pollan, The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals (New
York: Penguin Press, 2006), 99.

For a journal article: 2. Jane Doe, "The Evolution of Digital Archives," Journal of Information
Science 45, no. 3 (2019): 215.

For a website: 3. "Climate Change Impacts," National Aeronautics and Space Administration,
last modified October 26, 2023, https://climate.nasa.gov/effects/.

Chicago Style Endnotes Examples: Subsequent
References
Similar to footnotes, subsequent endnote references are shortened to enhance readability and reduce
repetition. The author's last name, a condensed title, and the specific page number are the standard
components. The use of "ibid." is also applicable in endnotes if the immediately preceding endnote
cites the same source. The goal is to provide enough information for the reader to identify the source
without needing to refer back to the initial full citation unless absolutely necessary.

Here are some examples of subsequent reference endnotes:

Using author and shortened title: 4. Pollan, Omnivore's Dilemma, 150.

Using author and shortened title for a journal article: 5. Doe, "Digital Archives," 220.

Using "ibid." for the immediately preceding reference (assuming endnote 4 was the preceding
citation and refers to the same source): 6. Ibid., 155.

Using "ibid." for the immediately preceding reference (assuming endnote 5 was the preceding
citation and refers to the same source): 7. Ibid.



Common Source Types and Their Chicago Style Citation
Formats
Chicago style provides specific formats for a wide array of source materials. Adhering to these
detailed instructions is crucial for accurate and professional citation. Below are common source types
and their typical Chicago style note formats.

Books
When citing a book, include the author's full name, the title in italics, the place of publication, the
publisher, the year of publication, and the specific page number(s). For subsequent citations, use the
author's last name and a shortened title.

First Note: 1. Author Last Name, Author First Name, Title of Book (Place of Publication:
Publisher, Year), Page Number(s).

Subsequent Note: 2. Last Name, Shortened Title, Page Number(s).

Journal Articles
Citing journal articles requires the author's full name, the article title in quotation marks, the journal
title in italics, the volume and issue numbers, the year of publication, and the page number(s). For
subsequent references, shorten the author's name and title.

First Note: 3. Author Last Name, Author First Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no.
Issue (Year): Page Number(s).

Subsequent Note: 4. Last Name, "Shortened Article Title," Page Number(s).

Websites and Online Articles
For web content, include the author or organization, the title of the specific page or article in
quotation marks, the name of the website in italics, and the URL. If a publication or last modified date
is available, include it. For articles with an author, subsequent notes follow the shortened title format.

First Note: 5. Author or Organization, "Title of Page or Article," Name of Website, last modified
Month Day, Year, URL.

Subsequent Note (if author exists): 6. Last Name, "Shortened Article Title."



Chapters in Edited Books
When citing a chapter from an edited book, you need to include the chapter author's name, the
chapter title, the editor(s) of the book, the book title (in italics), the publication information, and the
page range for the chapter. The page number cited should be the specific page referenced.

First Note: 7. Chapter Author Last Name, Chapter Author First Name, "Chapter Title," in Title of
Edited Book, ed. Editor First Name Editor Last Name (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), Page
Number(s).

Subsequent Note: 8. Last Name, "Shortened Chapter Title," Page Number(s).

Archival Materials
Citing archival materials can be complex due to the variety of formats. Generally, you'll need to
identify the collection, the specific item within the collection, the repository, and any relevant dates or
accession numbers. The exact format will depend on the specific archive and the nature of the
document.

First Note: 9. Author or Creator, "Title of Document," Date of Document, Box Number, Folder
Number, Collection Name, Archive Name, Location of Archive.

Subsequent Note: 10. Author or Creator, "Shortened Document Title."

The Importance of Consistency in Chicago Style
Citations
Maintaining absolute consistency in your Chicago style footnotes and endnotes is paramount.
Inconsistent formatting can distract readers, undermine the credibility of your work, and suggest a
lack of attention to detail. This applies not only to the style itself but also to the recurring application
of the rules across all your citations. Whether you are using a specific shorthand for recurring sources
or adhering to the precise punctuation and capitalization for each entry, consistency ensures a
professional and scholarly presentation.

Authors should establish a style sheet for their own work, especially for longer projects or when
collaborating with others. This document can outline specific decisions made regarding citation
formatting, particularly for less common source types or when faced with ambiguity in the manual.
Regular review and proofreading of the notes section are essential to catch any deviations from the
established style and to ensure all cited works are correctly represented.

When to Use Footnotes vs. Endnotes
The decision to employ footnotes or endnotes within the Chicago Manual of Style's notes and



bibliography system is often dictated by the publisher or institution. However, authors have some
flexibility. Footnotes are generally preferred in works where the reader is expected to frequently
consult the sources, such as historical or literary analyses, where the flow of reading is less likely to
be interrupted by checking notes at the bottom of the page.

Endnotes, conversely, are often favored in longer works, dissertations, or theses, where the sheer
volume of citations might make footnotes impractical or visually overwhelming. They also allow the
main text to remain cleaner and more focused. Some authors also find endnotes more manageable
for compiling and organizing references during the writing process. Ultimately, the goal is to choose
the system that best serves the reader's ability to access and verify your sources.

Advanced Formatting Considerations
Beyond the basic examples, Chicago style includes nuanced rules for various advanced scenarios.
This can include citing works with multiple authors, corporate authors, anonymous works, and
different editions of the same book. Understanding these intricacies ensures comprehensive and
accurate citation, even for the most complex sources.

For instance, when citing multiple authors, the first author's name is reversed, followed by the other
authors' names in standard order. Corporate authors are treated similarly to individual authors.
Anonymous works are typically cited by title. When referencing different editions, the edition number
should be included in the citation. Consulting the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style is
always recommended for definitive guidance on these advanced formatting considerations.









Q: What is the primary difference between footnotes and
endnotes in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in their placement within the document. Footnotes are located at the
bottom of the page where the reference is made, while endnotes are compiled at the end of the
chapter or the entire work. Both serve to provide source citations.

Q: When should I use the abbreviation "ibid." in my Chicago
style notes?
A: You should use "ibid." (short for ibidem, meaning "in the same place") when the current note refers
to the exact same source as the immediately preceding note. If the page number is different, you
would use "ibid." followed by the new page number.

Q: Do I need to include the full citation every time I refer to a
source in Chicago style notes?
A: No. The first time you cite a source in either footnotes or endnotes, you provide a full bibliographic
entry. Subsequent references to that same source are shortened, typically using the author's last
name, a shortened title, and the relevant page number.

Q: How do I format a citation for a website in Chicago style
footnotes or endnotes?
A: For a website, you generally include the author or organization, the title of the specific page or
article in quotation marks, the name of the website in italics, and the URL. If available, include the last
modified date.

Q: What is the rule for abbreviating book titles in subsequent
Chicago style notes?
A: When abbreviating a book title for subsequent notes, use the most recognizable parts of the title.
For example, if the full title is The Rise and Fall of the Roman Empire, a shortened title might be
Roman Empire. Ensure it is still clear enough to identify the source.

Q: Can I use both footnotes and endnotes in the same Chicago
style document?
A: No, the Chicago Manual of Style recommends using either footnotes or endnotes consistently
throughout a single document, not a combination of both.



Q: How do I cite a chapter from an edited book in Chicago
style notes?
A: You cite a chapter from an edited book by including the chapter author's name, the chapter title (in
quotation marks), the editor(s) of the book, the book title (in italics), publication information, and the
specific page number(s) referenced.

Q: Is the format for footnotes and endnotes identical in
Chicago style when it comes to the content of the citation?
A: Yes, the content and formatting of the bibliographic information within the notes are identical for
footnotes and endnotes in Chicago style. The only difference is their placement in the document.
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