chicago manual of style footnotes for
capitalization examples

The Chicago Manual of Style footnotes for capitalization examples are a crucial element for authors
and editors seeking clarity and consistency in academic and professional writing. This
comprehensive guide delves into the nuanced rules governing capitalization within footnote
citations, ensuring your work adheres to the highest standards of scholarly practice. We will explore
the fundamental principles, specific scenarios involving titles, proper nouns, and the judicious use of
lowercase letters when exceptions apply. Mastering these Chicago Manual of Style footnote
capitalization rules is essential for avoiding common errors and enhancing the professional polish of
your research. Understanding these details contributes significantly to the credibility and readability
of any document employing this widely respected style.
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Understanding the Core Principles of Chicago Manual
of Style Footnote Capitalization

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a detailed framework for academic and professional
writing, and its guidelines for capitalization in footnotes are no exception. The fundamental principle
is to capitalize words in footnote citations in a manner that reflects standard English usage and the
specific conventions for citing various types of sources. This means that generally, important words
in titles are capitalized, while articles, prepositions, and conjunctions are not, unless they are the
first or last word of a title or subtitle. This approach aims for both clarity and aesthetic appeal within
the citation itself, making it easier for readers to identify and locate the referenced material.

However, the Chicago Manual of Style's approach to capitalization in footnotes is not a rigid, one-
size-fits-all rule. It requires careful consideration of the context of each word within the citation. For
instance, the capitalization of a title within a footnote might differ from how it would be presented in
the main text. The goal is to provide a consistent and unambiguous reference, which sometimes
necessitates deviations from general capitalization rules to maintain accuracy. Therefore, a thorough
understanding of the underlying logic is key to applying these rules effectively.

Capitalizing Titles and Works in Footnotes



When citing titles of books, articles, chapters, and other works within Chicago Manual of Style
footnotes, the general rule is to employ "title case." This involves capitalizing the first word, the last
word, and all "principal" words—nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, and subordinate
conjunctions. Articles (a, an, the), prepositions, and coordinating conjunctions are typically
lowercased unless they are the first or last word of the title or subtitle, or if they are an integral part
of the title (e.g., "The Taming of the Shrew").

Consider an example of a book title cited in a footnote: "John Smith, The History of Modern
Philosophy (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2023), 45." Here, "History," "Modern," and
"Philosophy" are capitalized as they are principal words. If the title were "A History of the World,"
the 'A' and 'of' would be lowercased, while 'History' and 'World' would be capitalized. This
meticulous application of title case ensures that bibliographic information is presented clearly and
conventionally within the footnote, aiding readers in identifying the source accurately.

Capitalizing Subtitles

Similar to main titles, subtitles in Chicago Manual of Style footnotes are also capitalized using title
case. The main title and subtitle are typically separated by a colon. For instance, if a book had the
title "Silent Spring: A Revolution in Environmentalism," the footnote would present it as Silent
Spring: A Revolution in Environmentalism. Both the principal words of the main title and the
principal words of the subtitle receive capitalization. The first word of the subtitle, regardless of its
grammatical function, is also capitalized.

Capitalizing Articles and Prepositions within Titles

A common point of confusion in Chicago Manual of Style footnote capitalization involves articles and
prepositions within titles. As mentioned, these are generally lowercased. However, exceptions exist.
If an article or preposition begins the title or subtitle, it is capitalized. For example, "An Inquiry into
the Nature of Things." If an article or preposition is part of a proper noun within a title, it is also
capitalized. For example, "A Visit to the Tower of London." The key is to identify whether the word is
acting as a standard connector or as an essential part of a named entity.

Capitalizing Proper Nouns and Specific Entities in
Footnotes

Proper nouns within Chicago Manual of Style footnotes are capitalized according to standard
English grammar rules. This includes the names of people, places, organizations, specific historical
events, and named doctrines or movements. For example, when citing a work about the French
Revolution, "French Revolution" would be capitalized. Similarly, if a footnote mentions the "United
Nations," both words are capitalized. The consistency in capitalizing proper nouns is paramount for
distinguishing them from common nouns and ensuring accuracy in referencing specific entities.



When a proper noun is part of a title being cited, it retains its capitalization. For instance, if an
article title is "The Economic Impact of the Renaissance in Florence," the words "Economic,"
"Impact," "Renaissance," and "Florence" would be capitalized according to title case, and
"Renaissance" and "Florence," being proper nouns, would inherently be capitalized. This dual
consideration—title case for the overall title and standard capitalization for proper nouns within
it—requires careful attention.

Capitalizing Names of Organizations and Institutions

Formal names of organizations, institutions, and government bodies are always capitalized in
Chicago Manual of Style footnotes. This applies to entities such as universities, companies,
foundations, and government agencies. For example, when citing a report from the "National
Aeronautics and Space Administration," all major words are capitalized. Similarly, a publication by
"Harvard University Press" would see "Harvard University Press" capitalized. This ensures that the
specific identity of the issuing body is clearly and correctly presented.

Capitalizing Historical Periods and Events

Specific historical periods and named events are also capitalized in footnotes. This includes eras like
the "Middle Ages," the "Victorian Era," or the "Renaissance." Named events such as the "Civil War,"
the "World Wars," or the "Gettysburg Address" are also capitalized. This convention helps to
differentiate these distinct historical periods and occurrences from general chronological references
or common events, providing a clearer academic context for the citation.

When to Use Lowercase Letters in Chicago Manual of
Style Footnotes

While capitalization is prevalent for titles and proper nouns, there are specific instances where
lowercase letters are appropriately used in Chicago Manual of Style footnotes. Primarily, these
involve words that are not considered "principal" words in titles, such as articles, prepositions, and
conjunctions. For example, in the title "On the Origin of Species," "on" and "of" would be lowercased
as they are a preposition and an article, respectively, and neither begins the title nor the subtitle.
This adherence to lowercase for connecting words is a hallmark of title case.

Furthermore, generic terms that might be capitalized in other contexts are often lowercased in
footnotes when they are not part of a specific, named entity. For instance, if a footnote refers to "a
river" or "a mountain range" in a general sense, these would be lowercase. However, if it refers to
the "Mississippi River" or the "Rocky Mountains," then "Mississippi" and "Rocky Mountains" would
be capitalized as proper nouns. The distinction lies between generic descriptions and specific
appellations.



Lowercase for Articles, Prepositions, and Conjunctions

The most common reason for using lowercase letters in titles within Chicago Manual of Style
footnotes is for articles (a, an, the), prepositions (in, on, at, to, from, with, etc.), and coordinating
conjunctions (and, but, or, for, nor, so, yet). These words are only capitalized if they are the first or
last word of a title or subtitle, or if they are an integral part of a name or idiom. For example, "Stand
and Deliver" capitalizes "and" because it's a conjunction that is not the first or last word but is
deemed essential to the phrasing. However, in "The Lord of the Flies," "of" and "the" are lowercase.

Lowercase for Generic Terms

Generic terms that do not form part of a proper noun are generally lowercased in Chicago Manual of
Style footnotes. This applies to common nouns that might be capitalized in other stylistic guides or in
the main body of a text for emphasis. For example, if a footnote discusses "the president of the
United States," "president" and "United States" would be capitalized as "United States" is a proper
noun. However, if it referred to "the office of the president" in a general sense, "president" might be
lowercase. The key is whether the term identifies a unique entity or a general category.

Navigating Special Cases in Footnote Capitalization

The Chicago Manual of Style provides guidance for various special cases in footnote capitalization to
ensure comprehensive coverage. These can include the capitalization of foreign-language titles,
religious texts, and specific terminology that may not fall neatly into the standard rules for English
titles and proper nouns. Understanding these nuances is crucial for maintaining consistency and
accuracy across a wide range of source materials.

For instance, foreign-language titles are generally capitalized according to the rules of their original
language, but CMOS offers specific advice for common situations and when translation is involved.
Similarly, religious texts and their divisions often have specific capitalization conventions that need
to be followed to avoid misrepresenting their significance. Adhering to these specific guidelines
prevents ambiguity and upholds the integrity of the citation.

Capitalizing Foreign-Language Titles

When citing foreign-language titles in Chicago Manual of Style footnotes, the general principle is to
follow the capitalization conventions of the original language. For example, in French, only the first
word of a title and proper nouns are typically capitalized (e.g., "Le Rouge et le Noir"). In German, all
nouns are capitalized (e.g., "Die Leiden des jungen Werthers"). However, CMOS also provides
recommendations for situations where these rules might conflict with English conventions or for
languages with less standardized capitalization. If a translation is provided in the citation, the
capitalized English title would follow the original-language title.



Capitalizing Religious Texts and Divisions

Religious texts and their divisions are generally capitalized in Chicago Manual of Style footnotes.
This includes names of sacred books (e.g., "Bible," "Koran," "Torah"), specific sections (e.g., "Old
Testament," "New Testament," "Gospels"), and sometimes even specific editions (e.g., "King James
Version"). For example, a citation might reference "Genesis 1:1" or "John 3:16." Chapter and verse
numbers are typically not capitalized. The key is to recognize the reverence and specificity
associated with these texts and their components.

Capitalizing Specific Terminology

Certain specialized terminology, such as scientific names, legal terms, or philosophical concepts,
may have specific capitalization rules that should be observed within footnotes. While CMOS
generally favors lowercase for common terms, proper nouns and established technical terms that
function as names often retain their capitalization. For example, in discussing evolutionary theory,
"natural selection" might be lowercase, but a specific named theory or principle would likely be
capitalized if it functions as a proper noun within that context.

Best Practices for Chicago Manual of Style Footnote
Capitalization

To ensure accuracy and consistency when applying Chicago Manual of Style footnote capitalization
rules, adopting certain best practices is highly recommended. The most critical practice is to always
consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style itself, as its guidelines can be updated.
Familiarity with the core principles of title case and proper noun capitalization is essential, but
knowing where to look for exceptions and specific scenarios is equally important.

Developing a systematic approach to citations can prevent errors. This might involve using citation
management software that adheres to CMOS or creating personal checklists for common source
types. Proofreading citations with the same rigor as the main text is vital. A quick read-through
focusing solely on capitalization in footnotes can catch many common mistakes before a document is
finalized, ensuring a polished and professional presentation of your research.

e Always refer to the most current edition of The Chicago Manual of Style.

e Understand the rules for title case and proper noun capitalization thoroughly.

¢ Pay close attention to exceptions for articles, prepositions, and conjunctions.

¢ Be mindful of capitalization rules for foreign-language titles and religious texts.

e Proofread citations meticulously for capitalization errors.



¢ Use style guides or software that are updated with the latest CMOS revisions.

e Maintain consistency throughout your document.

Consistency is Key

One of the most important best practices for Chicago Manual of Style footnote capitalization is
maintaining absolute consistency. Once a decision is made regarding the capitalization of a
particular element, it should be applied uniformly throughout the entire document. Inconsistency in
capitalization can be jarring to the reader and can detract from the overall professionalism of the
work. This applies not only to the application of title case but also to the handling of proper nouns
and any exceptions.

Proofreading and Verification

Thorough proofreading is indispensable when it comes to Chicago Manual of Style footnote
capitalization. It is often beneficial to proofread citations separately from the main text. Reading the
footnotes aloud can help catch errors that might be missed during a silent read. Verifying the
capitalization against the original source, especially for titles and proper nouns, is also a crucial
step. This diligence ensures that the citations are not only correctly formatted but also accurately
reflect the original sources, enhancing the credibility of the research.

FAQ

Q: How do I capitalize titles of articles in Chicago Manual of
Style footnotes?

A: In Chicago Manual of Style footnotes, titles of articles are capitalized using title case. This means
capitalizing the first word, the last word, and all principal words (nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives,
adverbs, and subordinate conjunctions). Articles (a, an, the), prepositions, and coordinating
conjunctions are generally lowercased unless they are the first or last word of the title or subtitle.

Q: What is the rule for capitalizing prepositions in Chicago
Manual of Style footnote titles?

A: Prepositions in Chicago Manual of Style footnote titles are generally lowercased. However, they
are capitalized if they are the first or last word of the title or subtitle, or if they are an integral part
of a proper noun within the title. For instance, in "A Tale of Two Cities," "of" and "Two" would be
lowercased, but "A" would be capitalized.



Q: When should I capitalize "and" in a Chicago Manual of Style
footnote title?

A: You should capitalize "and" in a Chicago Manual of Style footnote title if it is the first or last word
of the title or subtitle. Coordinating conjunctions like "and" are typically lowercased otherwise,
unless they are considered essential to the meaning or idiom of the title itself, which is less common.

Q: How do I capitalize the names of historical events in
Chicago Manual of Style footnotes?

A: Names of historical events are always capitalized in Chicago Manual of Style footnotes. This
includes specific named events such as the "Civil War," "World War II," or "The French Revolution."
The capitalization helps to distinguish these specific historical occurrences from general references
to historical periods or common events.

Q: Is there a difference in capitalization for foreign-language
titles in Chicago Manual of Style footnotes?

A: Yes, there is a difference. When citing foreign-language titles in Chicago Manual of Style
footnotes, the general rule is to follow the capitalization conventions of the original language. For
example, German nouns are always capitalized, while French often capitalizes only the first word
and proper nouns. CMOS provides specific guidance for common languages and situations.

Q: Do I capitalize common nouns that are part of a proper
name in Chicago Manual of Style footnotes?

A: Yes, common nouns that are part of a proper name are capitalized in Chicago Manual of Style
footnotes. For example, in "Mississippi River," "River" is capitalized because it is part of the proper
name of the specific river. Similarly, "Mount Everest" capitalizes "Mount."

Q: How do I handle capitalization for religious texts in Chicago
Manual of Style footnotes?

A: Religious texts and their divisions are generally capitalized in Chicago Manual of Style footnotes.
This includes the names of sacred books (e.g., "Bible," "Quran"), major divisions (e.g., "Old
Testament," "Gospels"), and specific editions (e.g., "King James Version"). Citations to specific
passages (e.g., Genesis 1:1) do not capitalize the chapter or verse numbers.
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