
chicago manual of style footnotes for
bibliography style examples
chicago manual of style footnotes for bibliography style examples are a cornerstone for
academic and professional writing, ensuring proper attribution and allowing readers to trace sources.
Navigating the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) can be daunting, particularly when
differentiating between footnote citations and their corresponding bibliography entries. This article
delves deeply into the nuances of CMOS footnote and bibliography formats, providing clear, practical
examples for a variety of source types. We will explore the essential components of both footnote and
bibliography entries, highlighting how they work in tandem to create a robust citation system.
Understanding these distinctions is crucial for maintaining academic integrity and enhancing the
credibility of your research.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style Citation
System

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system. This article focuses exclusively on the notes-bibliography system,
which is prevalent in the humanities, arts, and many social sciences. In this system, sources are cited
in two places: in footnotes or endnotes, and in a bibliography at the end of the work. Footnotes
provide detailed citation information at the point where a source is first used, while subsequent
references to the same source can be shortened. The bibliography, on the other hand, offers a
complete, alphabetized list of all sources consulted and cited within the text. This dual approach
ensures both immediate source identification and comprehensive reference for the reader.

The Purpose of Footnotes and Bibliographies

Footnotes serve as direct links between the text and its source material, offering readers the ability to
immediately verify claims or explore further. They are indispensable for giving credit to original



authors, avoiding plagiarism, and situating your research within a broader scholarly conversation. The
bibliography acts as a roadmap for your research, allowing readers to locate and consult the exact
sources you used. Together, these components form a complete and transparent citation framework,
fundamental to scholarly communication and the advancement of knowledge.

Notes-Bibliography vs. Author-Date

It is vital to distinguish the notes-bibliography system from the author-date system. The author-date
system, more common in the sciences and social sciences, uses parenthetical citations within the text
(e.g., (Smith 2020, 15)) and a corresponding reference list at the end. The notes-bibliography system,
the focus here, uses numbered footnotes or endnotes for citations, with a more comprehensive
bibliography. Understanding which system your discipline or publication requires is the first step in
mastering CMOS citation.

Footnotes in Chicago Style: The First Mention

When a source is cited for the first time in your paper using the Chicago Manual of Style notes-
bibliography system, the footnote provides the full bibliographic information. This initial citation allows
readers to easily identify the source without needing to immediately consult the bibliography. The
structure of the footnote aims for clarity and completeness, typically including the author's name, the
title of the work, publication details, and specific page numbers.

Essential Elements of a First Footnote Citation

A comprehensive first footnote citation in CMOS generally includes the following elements:

Author's first name and last name

Title of the work (italicized for books and standalone works, in quotation marks for articles or
chapters)

Publication information (city of publication, publisher, year of publication)

Specific page number(s) referenced

The order and punctuation of these elements are precise and must be followed diligently to adhere to
CMOS guidelines. For instance, commas are used to separate distinct pieces of information, and
periods typically conclude the footnote.



Formatting the First Footnote: A Detailed Look

The formatting for the first mention of a source in a footnote is crucial. For a book, it would look
something like this:

1. Jane Doe, The History of Citation Styles (Chicago: University Press, 2021), 45.

For a journal article, the format shifts slightly to accommodate the publication details of the
periodical:

2. John Smith, "The Evolution of Academic Referencing," Journal of Scholarly Practice 10, no. 2 (2022):
112.

These examples illustrate the detailed nature of first footnote citations, providing all necessary
information for immediate identification.

Subsequent Footnote Citations

After a source has been cited in full in a preceding footnote, subsequent references to the same
source are significantly shortened. This practice streamlines the text and avoids redundancy,
assuming the reader can refer to the earlier footnote for the full details. The goal of subsequent
citations is to clearly identify the source without repeating all its bibliographic information.

Shortened Footnote Format

The shortened footnote format typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the
title (if necessary to distinguish from other works by the same author), and the page number. If only
one work by an author is cited, the title may sometimes be omitted, but it is generally good practice
to include it for clarity.

When referencing the same book again:

3. Doe, History of Citation Styles, 78.

When referencing the same journal article again:

4. Smith, "Evolution of Academic Referencing," 115.

Using "Ibid." and "Op. Cit."

While still technically permitted by CMOS, the use of "ibid." (ibidem, meaning "in the same place")
and "op. cit." (opera citato, meaning "in the work cited") is generally discouraged in favor of
shortened notes. "Ibid." can be used when a subsequent footnote refers to the immediately preceding
one. However, even in this case, a shortened note is often preferred for consistency and clarity,



especially if there are multiple sources from the same author.

If footnote 3 was the immediately preceding citation and you are referencing the same page:

5. Ibid., 79.

However, a more common and often clearer approach would be:

5. Doe, History of Citation Styles, 79.

The emphasis in modern CMOS practice is on clarity and ease of understanding, making shortened
notes generally preferable to abbreviations like "ibid."

The Bibliography: A Comprehensive List of Sources

The bibliography, placed at the end of your paper, provides a complete, alphabetized list of every
source cited within your footnotes. Unlike footnotes, which are tied to specific points in the text, the
bibliography offers a consolidated overview of your research materials. This section is essential for
allowing readers to easily locate and consult the original sources.

Structure and Formatting of the Bibliography

The bibliography is typically arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. For each entry, the
author's last name comes first, followed by their first name. The titles of works are presented in the
same format as in the footnotes (italicized for books, in quotation marks for articles). Publication
details are also included, but the specific formatting can differ slightly from footnotes, with publishers’
names sometimes abbreviated and commas used in place of periods between certain elements.

Key Differences Between Footnotes and Bibliography Entries

The most significant difference lies in the order of the author's name: last name first in the
bibliography, first name first in footnotes. Additionally, bibliography entries often use periods to
separate major components, whereas footnotes frequently use commas. The bibliography also omits
specific page numbers unless referring to a specific chapter or selection.

Bibliography entry for a book:

Doe, Jane. The History of Citation Styles. Chicago: University Press, 2021.

Bibliography entry for a journal article:

Smith, John. "The Evolution of Academic Referencing." Journal of Scholarly Practice 10, no. 2 (2022):
110–25.

These examples highlight the distinct yet related nature of footnotes and bibliography entries, both
crucial for a complete CMOS citation.



Common Source Types: Footnote and Bibliography
Examples

Mastering the Chicago Manual of Style requires understanding how to cite a variety of source types.
While the core principles remain consistent, specific details can vary. Here are examples for some of
the most commonly encountered source materials, illustrating the corresponding footnote and
bibliography entries.

Books: Single and Multiple Authors

Citing books is fundamental. The format adjusts based on the number of authors.

Single Author Book

Footnote (First Mention):

1. Michael Pollan, The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals (New York: Penguin Press,
2006), 99.

Bibliography Entry:

Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals. New York: Penguin Press,
2006.

Book with Two or Three Authors

Footnote (First Mention):

2. John L. Esposito, Darrell J. Fasching, and Todd Lewis, In Search of the Sacred: Religious Experience
in World Cultures (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 34.

Bibliography Entry:

Esposito, John L., Darrell J. Fasching, and Todd Lewis. In Search of the Sacred: Religious Experience in
World Cultures. New York: Oxford University Press, 2000.

Book with Four or More Authors

For books with four or more authors, the first footnote lists all authors, but subsequent footnotes and
the bibliography typically list only the first author followed by "et al." (and others).

Footnote (First Mention):

3. William H. McNeill et al., The Human Web: A Bird's-Eye View of World History (New York: W. W.
Norton & Company, 2000), 150.



Bibliography Entry:

McNeill, William H., Jerry H. Bentley, David D. Van Der Werf, and J. R. McNeill. The Human Web: A
Bird's-Eye View of World History. New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 2000.

Note: In the bibliography, all authors are listed. The "et al." is primarily for footnotes beyond the first
mention or for a shortened title style. CMOS guidelines should be consulted for specific applications of
"et al." in the bibliography.

Journal Articles

Citing scholarly journal articles requires attention to volume, issue numbers, and page ranges.

Footnote (First Mention):

4. Anya Sharma, "The Impact of Digital Media on Modern Literacy," Journal of Communication Studies
25, no. 1 (2023): 55.

Bibliography Entry:

Sharma, Anya. "The Impact of Digital Media on Modern Literacy." Journal of Communication Studies
25, no. 1 (2023): 48–65.

Websites and Online Articles

Citing online sources requires careful inclusion of URLs and access dates.

Footnote (First Mention):

5. "Guide to Chicago Style," The Purdue OWL Family of Sites, last modified March 15, 2023, accessed
October 26, 2023,
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/chicago_mla_turabian_style/chicago_style_introducti
on.html.

Bibliography Entry:

"Guide to Chicago Style." The Purdue OWL Family of Sites. Last modified March 15, 2023. Accessed
October 26, 2023.
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/chicago_mla_turabian_style/chicago_style_introducti
on.html.

Chapters in Edited Books

When citing a chapter within a larger edited collection, you must reference both the chapter author
and the editors.

Footnote (First Mention):



6. David L. Roberts, "Early Innovations in Printing Technology," in A History of the Written Word, ed.
Eleanor Vance and Thomas Chen (Cambridge: University Press, 2010), 120.

Bibliography Entry:

Roberts, David L. "Early Innovations in Printing Technology." In A History of the Written Word, edited
by Eleanor Vance and Thomas Chen, 115–45. Cambridge: University Press, 2010.

Interviews

Unpublished interviews require detailed information about the interviewee and the context.

Footnote (First Mention):

7. Personal interview with Dr. Evelyn Reed, October 20, 2023.

Bibliography Entry:

Reed, Evelyn. Personal interview. October 20, 2023.

Note: For published interviews, the format would resemble that of a chapter or article, depending on
the publication method.

Dissertations and Theses

Citing dissertations and theses involves specifying the institution and year.

Footnote (First Mention):

8. Sarah J. Kim, "Socioeconomic Factors Influencing Educational Attainment" (PhD diss., University of
California, Berkeley, 2019), 75.

Bibliography Entry:

Kim, Sarah J. "Socioeconomic Factors Influencing Educational Attainment." PhD diss., University of
California, Berkeley, 2019.

The Importance of Consistency in CMOS Citations

Adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style, particularly with footnotes for bibliography style examples,
is not merely about following a set of rules; it's about ensuring clarity, credibility, and academic
integrity. Inconsistent citation practices can lead to confusion for readers, undermine the authority of
your work, and even be perceived as plagiarism. Therefore, meticulous attention to detail in every
footnote and bibliography entry is paramount.



Maintaining Academic Integrity

Proper citation is the bedrock of academic honesty. By accurately crediting the work of others through
correctly formatted footnotes and bibliographies, you demonstrate respect for intellectual property
and build trust with your audience. The Chicago Manual of Style provides a robust framework for
achieving this transparency, allowing readers to trace your arguments back to their origins.

Enhancing Readability and Credibility

A well-cited paper is inherently more credible. When readers can easily verify your sources and follow
your research trail, they are more likely to trust your findings and engage critically with your
arguments. The structured approach of CMOS, with its clear distinction between initial footnote
citations, subsequent shortened notes, and a comprehensive bibliography, significantly enhances the
readability and authority of your written work. Mastering these elements is an investment in the
quality and impact of your scholarship.

---

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between a footnote and a
bibliography entry in the Chicago Manual of Style?
A: The primary difference lies in the order of the author's name and the level of detail provided.
Footnotes begin with the author's first name followed by their last name and include specific page
numbers. Bibliography entries begin with the author's last name followed by their first name and
typically do not include specific page numbers, serving as a comprehensive list of all cited sources.

Q: When should I use a shortened footnote in Chicago style?
A: You should use a shortened footnote for any subsequent citation of a source after its first full
citation. This typically includes the author's last name, a shortened title of the work (if necessary to
distinguish from other works by the same author), and the specific page number(s) being referenced.

Q: Is "Ibid." still recommended in the Chicago Manual of
Style?
A: While the Chicago Manual of Style still acknowledges "Ibid." (meaning "in the same place") for
referring to the immediately preceding footnote, modern practice generally favors using shortened
footnotes for greater clarity and consistency, especially in longer works or when multiple sources by
the same author are cited.



Q: How do I format a website citation in Chicago style
footnotes and bibliography?
A: For websites, the footnote typically includes the author (if available), the title of the specific page
or article (in quotation marks), the website's name (italicized), the publication or last modified date,
an access date, and the URL. The bibliography entry follows a similar pattern but omits the specific
page numbers and uses periods to separate elements.

Q: What is the rule for citing a book with more than three
authors in the Chicago Manual of Style bibliography?
A: For a book with four or more authors, the bibliography lists all authors' names. In contrast, for
footnotes beyond the first mention (and in some shortened title formats), only the first author's name
is listed, followed by "et al." (and others). However, the first footnote citation should list all authors if
there are four or more.

Q: Do I need to include the publisher's location in the
bibliography if it's a website?
A: No, the publisher's location is a component of print source citations, primarily books. For websites,
you do not include a publisher's location; instead, you focus on the website's name, publication dates,
and the URL.

Q: How do I cite an interview in Chicago style?
A: For an unpublished interview, the footnote includes the interviewee's name, a description of the
interview (e.g., "Personal interview"), and the date. The bibliography entry will list the interviewee's
name, the type of interview, and the date. If the interview was published, it would be cited similarly to
a chapter or article.
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