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Understanding Chicago Manual of Style Footnotes for
Biblical Citations

chicago manual of style footnotes for biblical citations examples are essential for scholars,
theologians, and writers engaging with religious texts. Accurately referencing the Bible within
academic work requires adherence to specific formatting guidelines to ensure clarity, consistency,
and proper attribution. This article provides a comprehensive guide to crafting effective Chicago
Manual of Style footnotes for biblical citations, covering the nuances of book, chapter, and verse
referencing. We will explore the fundamental principles, different citation styles, and practical
examples to equip you with the knowledge to cite biblical passages with confidence. Mastering these
details is crucial for maintaining academic integrity and allowing readers to easily locate the specific
verses you are referencing.
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The Core Elements of Biblical Citation in Chicago Style

Accurate biblical citation in the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) hinges on a few fundamental
components. These are designed to provide readers with enough information to pinpoint the exact
biblical passage being referenced. The key elements typically include the book of the Bible, the
chapter number, and the verse number(s). While this might seem straightforward, the nuances of how
these are presented, especially concerning the translation used, can be critical for academic rigor.
Understanding these core components is the first step toward mastering CMOS biblical citations.

Basic Footnote Format for Biblical Passages

The most common format for a footnote referencing a biblical passage in the Chicago Manual of Style
involves a straightforward structure. You will present the biblical book, followed by the chapter
number, and then the verse number(s). Punctuation is important here; a colon typically separates the
chapter from the verse. For instance, Genesis 1:1 would be rendered as Genesis 1:1. It’s important to
note that abbreviations for biblical books are generally acceptable in footnotes after the first full
citation, though consistency is key.

Including the Translation

A crucial aspect of Chicago-style biblical citation is specifying the Bible translation used. This is
particularly important because different translations can have variations in wording, verse divisions,
or even theological emphasis. For the first mention of a biblical passage in your text or footnotes, it is
advisable to include the full name of the translation. Subsequent mentions can often use a shortened
form or an established abbreviation, but the initial clarity is paramount. This practice ensures
transparency and allows readers to understand the specific text you are engaging with.

Abbreviating Biblical Books

While the first citation of a biblical book should be written out in full (e.g., “Genesis”), subsequent
references can utilize standard abbreviations. The Chicago Manual of Style provides a list of
acceptable abbreviations for biblical books, which are often found in the appendix of the manual itself
or can be accessed through reputable academic resources. Using these abbreviations for repeated
citations streamlines your footnotes and saves space, without sacrificing clarity for those familiar with
common biblical abbreviations.

Shortened Footnote Citations for Repeated References

Once a biblical passage has been cited in full, subsequent references to the same passage can be
significantly shortened. This is a standard practice across many citation styles, including Chicago, to
improve readability and conciseness. The shortened format typically retains the book, chapter, and
verse, but omits the translation and any introductory phrases that were present in the first citation.



This method prevents repetitive full citations and allows the reader to quickly identify the source
without unnecessary detail.

Citing Specific Editions or Commentaries

When you are referencing a specific edition of the Bible or a particular scholarly commentary on a
biblical text, the citation format needs to be more detailed. This is especially relevant if the edition
has unique introductions, notes, or textual variations that are pertinent to your argument. For
commentaries, the citation will include the author of the commentary, the title, publication details,
and then the specific biblical reference within that commentary. This level of detail is crucial for
scholarly research, allowing others to verify your sources precisely.

Referencing Biblical Introductions and Notes

If your argument relies on introductory material or specific notes within a particular Bible edition,
these must also be cited clearly. The Chicago Manual of Style provides guidelines for citing such
elements, ensuring that the reader can access the exact section of the commentary or introduction
you are referencing. This often involves providing page numbers or specific section markers within
the edition.

Examples of Chicago Manual of Style Footnotes for
Biblical Citations

To solidify your understanding, let's examine a variety of practical examples for Chicago Manual of
Style footnotes for biblical citations. These examples will illustrate the principles discussed, covering
different scenarios you might encounter in your writing.

First full citation with translation:

1. John 3:16, New International Version.

Subsequent citation of the same verse:

2. John 3:16.

Citing a range of verses:

3. Genesis 1:1-5, English Standard Version.

Citing a different translation for comparison:

4. Matthew 5:3, King James Version.



Citing a specific edition (e.g., with commentary):

5. Revelation 22:20, The MacArthur Study Bible, NKJV.

Referencing a verse within a commentary:

6. Walter Brueggemann, Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching:
Genesis (Louisville: John Knox Press, 1982), 25.

First citation of a book without specific verse:

7. The Book of Psalms.

Subsequent citation of a book:

8. Psalms.

These examples demonstrate the flexibility and precision required when employing Chicago Manual of
Style footnotes for biblical citations. The key is always to provide enough information for the reader to
locate the exact source material.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Navigating the intricacies of Chicago Manual of Style footnotes for biblical citations can lead to
occasional errors. One of the most common pitfalls is inconsistency in citing translations. Some
writers may use different translations within the same paper without clearly indicating this, or they
might forget to cite the translation altogether on the first mention. Another common mistake is failing
to use standard abbreviations for biblical books after the initial citation, leading to unnecessary
length.

Furthermore, errors can arise from incorrect punctuation, such as omitting the colon between the
chapter and verse, or misplacing commas and periods. When citing commentaries or specific editions,
failing to provide complete publication information or omitting page numbers are also frequent
mistakes. To avoid these, it is highly recommended to consult the latest edition of The Chicago
Manual of Style or reliable online resources that synthesize its guidelines. Double-checking every
citation against these standards before submission is crucial.

Best Practices for Consistent Biblical Footnoting

To ensure your Chicago Manual of Style footnotes for biblical citations are both accurate and
consistent, adopt a systematic approach. First, determine the primary translation you will use for your
work and stick to it, unless a specific argument necessitates referencing another. Document the full
citation information for this translation for your first footnote. After the initial full citation, consistently



use the established abbreviations for biblical books and refer to the verse(s) without the translation
name.

When using shortened citations for repeated references, ensure they are immediately identifiable to
the reader. A good practice is to follow the pattern of the first citation but omit extraneous details. For
any specialized editions or commentaries, maintain meticulous records of author, title, publisher, and
page numbers. Regularly reviewing your footnotes against the Chicago Manual of Style guidelines will
help maintain a high standard of academic rigor throughout your writing.

FAQ: Chicago Manual of Style Footnotes for Biblical Citations
Examples

Q: What is the most critical piece of information to include in
the first footnote citation of a biblical passage in Chicago
style?
A: The most critical piece of information to include in the first footnote citation of a biblical passage in
Chicago style is the name of the specific Bible translation you are using. This ensures clarity and
allows readers to locate the exact text you are referencing, as different translations can vary.

Q: Can I abbreviate biblical book names in my footnotes?
A: Yes, you can abbreviate biblical book names in your footnotes, but typically only after the first full
citation has been provided. The Chicago Manual of Style offers a list of accepted abbreviations for
biblical books that you should use for consistency.

Q: How do I cite a range of verses in a footnote according to
Chicago style?
A: To cite a range of verses in a footnote according to Chicago style, you simply list the starting verse
and the ending verse, separated by a hyphen. For example, "John 1:16-18." The book and chapter
precede this range, separated by a colon.

Q: Is it necessary to include the translation name every time I
cite a biblical passage?
A: No, it is generally not necessary to include the translation name every time you cite a biblical
passage. After the first full citation where the translation is specified, subsequent citations of the
same passage can be shortened to just the book, chapter, and verse.



Q: What should I do if I am quoting from a specific edition of
the Bible that has notes or introductions?
A: If you are quoting from a specific edition of the Bible that includes notes or introductions, you
should cite these elements clearly. This often involves mentioning the edition's name and potentially
the page number or section where the notes or introductions appear, in addition to the biblical
reference.

Q: How do I cite a passage when I am using a scholarly
commentary on the Bible?
A: When citing a passage within a scholarly commentary, your footnote should include the author and
title of the commentary, publication details, and then the specific biblical reference as it appears
within that commentary, often including a page number.

Q: Are there any common punctuation errors to watch out for
when creating biblical footnotes in Chicago style?
A: Yes, common punctuation errors include omitting the colon between the chapter and verse (e.g.,
Genesis 1 1 instead of Genesis 1:1) or misplacing commas and periods. Ensuring correct punctuation
is vital for clarity.

Q: What is the purpose of specifying the Bible translation in
academic writing?
A: The purpose of specifying the Bible translation is to provide academic transparency and allow
readers to verify your sources accurately. Different translations can have significant variations in
wording, and acknowledging your source ensures your argument is grounded in the specific text you
used.
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