chicago manual of style footnotes for
audiovisual materials examples

Mastering Chicago Manual of Style Footnotes for Audiovisual Materials: Comprehensive
Examples and Guidance

chicago manual of style footnotes for audiovisual materials examples are crucial
for academic integrity and clear citation, especially in an era where audiovisual content is
increasingly integral to research and scholarship. Navigating the intricacies of citing films,
documentaries, music, podcasts, and even television shows can seem daunting, but
understanding the core principles of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a solid
framework. This article will delve deep into the practical application of CMOS footnote
citation for a wide range of audiovisual formats, offering detailed examples that address
common challenges. We will explore the essential components of a footnote for each type
of media, discuss variations based on specific information available, and provide clear
guidance on how to accurately represent these sources in your scholarly work, ensuring
that readers can easily locate and verify your information, thereby enhancing the
credibility of your research.
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Understanding the Basics of CMOS Footnotes for
Audiovisual Materials

The Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes clarity, consistency, and the provision of
sufficient information for readers to locate the cited material. When it comes to
audiovisual materials, the key is to identify the most relevant creator, title, production
details, and the specific point at which the material was accessed or used. Unlike
traditional print sources, audiovisual citations often require including details like director,
performer, or episode title, alongside publication or release information. The goal is to
make the footnote as informative as possible, allowing someone unfamiliar with your work
to find the exact piece of media you are referencing. This often means distinguishing
between a general work and a specific segment within it, a common necessity when citing
interviews, speeches, or performances embedded within larger productions.

The core elements for most audiovisual footnotes include the name of the creator(s), the
title of the work, production details (such as director, producer, or network), the
distributor or publisher, the year of release, and any specific identifiers like episode



numbers or timestamps. The order and format of these elements can vary slightly
depending on the specific type of audiovisual material. Furthermore, when citing online
audiovisual sources, including the URL and date of access is paramount, as digital content
is often subject to change or removal. CMOS guidelines provide flexibility, allowing for
adjustments based on the information readily available for a particular source, prioritizing
what is most essential for identification.

Citing Films and Documentaries in Footnotes

Footnotes for films and documentaries require careful attention to the primary creator,
usually the director, and the title of the work. The format generally follows a pattern that
includes the director’s name, the title of the film in italics, the production company or
distributor, and the year of release. If you are referencing a specific scene or moment,
including the timestamp is highly recommended. This level of detail is crucial for academic
rigor, allowing readers to pinpoint the exact content you are discussing.

General Film Citation

For a general citation of a film, the footnote would typically start with the director,
followed by the film title.

A typical example would look like this:

Quentin Tarantino, dir., Pulp Fiction, produced by Lawrence Bender, Miramax Films,
1994.

This format clearly identifies the creative force behind the film, its title, the producer and
distributor for context, and its release year.

Referencing Specific Scenes or Moments

When you refer to a particular part of the film, adding a timestamp is essential. This is
particularly useful when analyzing dialogue, visual elements, or a specific sequence of
events.

For example, to cite the iconic dance scene:

Quentin Tarantino, dir., Pulp Fiction, produced by Lawrence Bender, Miramax Films,
1994, 00:52:15-00:53:30.

The timestamps indicate the start and end points of the referenced segment, providing
precise locational information within the film.



Documentaries and Variations

Documentaries often have slightly different attribution models, sometimes highlighting the
subject matter or narrator more prominently, though the director remains a key figure.

A documentary citation might appear as:

Morgan Neville, dir., 20 Feet from Stardom, produced by Gil Friesen and Danny Alpert,
Cinedigm, 2013.

The structure remains similar, emphasizing the director and the title, followed by
production and distribution details.

Footnotes for Music Recordings and Albums

Citing music recordings involves identifying the primary artist or composer and the title of
the album or track. Depending on the context of your citation, you may need to specify
whether you are referring to the original recording, a live version, or a specific track. The
inclusion of record label and year of release is standard practice for music citations.

Citing an Album

When referencing an entire album, the focus is on the main artist and the album title.
An example for an album citation:
The Beatles, Abbey Road, Apple Records, 1969.

This format clearly attributes the album to the artist and provides the necessary release
information.

Citing a Specific Track

If you are citing a particular song from an album, the track title becomes the primary
focus after the artist.

To cite a specific song:
David Bowie, “Heroes,” from Heroes, RCA Victor, 1977.

This clarifies that you are referencing the song "Heroes" specifically, and provides its
album context.



Classical Music and Composers

For classical music, the composer is often credited first, followed by the work and then
details about the specific recording.

A classical music citation might look like this:

Johann Sebastian Bach, Brandenburg Concertos, performed by the English Concert, dir.
Trevor Pinnock, Archiv Produktion, 1982.

This example includes the composer, the musical work, the performing ensemble, and
details about the recording itself.

Citing Television Series and Episodes

Citing television content requires distinguishing between the series as a whole and a
specific episode. For episodes, the episode title, season, and episode number are crucial
pieces of information to include, alongside the series title and network.

Referencing a Television Series

When discussing a series broadly, you can cite it as a whole, similar to citing a book or
film.

A general series citation:
The Sopranos, created by David Chase, Home Box Office, 1999-2007.

This format includes the series title, creator, network, and its broadcast run.

Citing a Specific Television Episode

For an episode, the citation becomes more detailed, including the episode title, season,
and episode number.

An example for a specific episode:

David Chase, “Pine Sees,” The Sopranos, season 3, episode 5, Home Box Office, April 1,
2001.

This citation identifies the creator of the episode (or writer/director if known and
relevant), the episode title, the series, season and episode numbers, the network, and the
original air date.



Online Streaming Services

If accessing a television episode via a streaming service, include the platform and date of
access.

Example for a streamed episode:

David Chase, “Pine Sees,” The Sopranos, season 3, episode 5, HBO Max, accessed October
26, 2023, https://www.hbomax.com.

This adds the crucial streaming platform and access date, vital for online content.

Footnotes for Podcasts and Radio Programs

Podcasts and radio programs are increasingly common sources. Their citations should
include the host(s), episode title, podcast or program name, publisher, and the date of
release. Similar to other audiovisual materials, specific timestamps are beneficial if
referencing a particular segment.

Citing a Podcast Episode

The structure for a podcast citation typically starts with the host or producer, followed by
the episode title, the podcast series name, and its release date.

A standard podcast footnote:
Lex Fridman, guest host, “Sam Harris: Consciousness, Artificial Intelligence, and the
Nature of Reality,” Lex Fridman Podcast, episode 202, April 15, 2023,

https://lexfridman.com/sam-harris/.

This example includes the host, episode title, podcast name, episode number, release date,
and URL.

Citing a Radio Program Segment

For radio programs, especially archival content, the focus might be on the announcer or
producer, the segment title, the program name, and the original broadcast date.

An example for a radio program:

“The War of the Worlds,” produced by Orson Welles, Mercury Theatre on the Air, CBS,
October 30, 1938.

This citation includes the producer, title of the broadcast, program name, network, and



broadcast date.

Other Audiovisual Formats and Special Cases

Beyond films, music, and podcasts, various other audiovisual materials exist, each with its
own citation nuances. This includes citing YouTube videos, interviews, lectures, and even
video games. The fundamental principle remains the same: provide enough information for
your reader to find the source.

YouTube Videos

For YouTube videos, the uploader is usually credited, along with the video title and the
platform itself.

A YouTube video citation might look like this:

Vsauce, “What If We Swallowed Magnets?,” YouTube video, June 10, 2016,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rj-hKO0l c-M.

This format clearly identifies the uploader, video title, platform, publication date, and
URL.

Lectures and Presentations

When citing a lecture or presentation, especially one delivered in person or online, you
would include the speaker, the title of the lecture, the event or course name, and the date.

Example of a lecture citation:

Dr. Emily Carter, “The Ethics of Artificial Intelligence,” delivered at the Philosophy
Department Colloquium, University of Chicago, October 25, 2023.

This provides the speaker, lecture title, context, and date. If recorded and available online,
a URL would also be included.

Interviews

Citing interviews depends on whether they are published, archival, or personal. For
personal interviews, the interviewee and interviewer, date, and location are key. For
published interviews, the publication details are also necessary.

An example for an unpublished interview:



Jane Doe, interview by John Smith, October 26, 2023, Chicago, IL.

This specifies the interviewee, interviewer, date, and location.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Audiovisual
Footnotes

One of the most frequent challenges in citing audiovisual materials is the variability of
information available. Not all films have readily available production company details, and
some older recordings may lack precise release dates or performer credits. In such cases,
CMOS allows for a degree of flexibility. The best practice is to provide as much accurate
information as you can find.

Another common issue is distinguishing between a primary creator and a secondary one.
For films, the director is usually primary. For music, the performing artist is often the

primary focus unless you are discussing the composer. When in doubt, consult the most
prominent credited individual or entity.

Handling Missing Information

If critical information is unavailable, CMOS suggests omitting it gracefully rather than
inventing it.

For instance, if a film's distributor is unknown:
Jane Doe, dir., Mystery Film, n.d.

Using “n.d.” for “no date” is standard for undated materials.

Online Access and Archival Sources

For materials accessed online, especially those that might be ephemeral, including the
URL and the date of access is crucial. For archival materials, citing the archive name and
accession number can be very helpful if available.

Consider this example for a historical radio broadcast:

“The Lone Ranger,” The Lone Ranger, The National Broadcasting Company (NBC), July
29, 1938, Library of Congress, Washington D.C., accessed October 26, 2023.

This provides comprehensive details, including archival location and access date.



Best Practices for Consistency and Accuracy

Maintaining consistency in your citation style throughout your work is paramount. Once
you have established a format for a particular type of audiovisual material, stick to it. This
applies not only to the order of elements but also to the punctuation and capitalization
used. Proofreading your footnotes carefully for any errors is also essential, as even minor
mistakes can detract from the professionalism of your research.

Always prioritize accuracy. Double-check titles, names, dates, and any identifying
numbers. If citing from a personal collection or an obscure source, make an extra effort to
verify the details, perhaps by cross-referencing with other databases or authoritative
sources. By adhering to these principles, your footnotes will serve their intended purpose
effectively, supporting your arguments and guiding your readers with precision.

Q: What is the most crucial piece of information to
include when citing a film in a Chicago Manual of Style
footnote?

A: The most crucial piece of information is the director's name and the film's title.
Following this, production company and release year are highly important for
identification.

Q: How do I cite a specific moment within a film using
Chicago Manual of Style footnotes?

A: To cite a specific moment, you should include the director's name, film title, production
details, release year, and then the precise timestamp (start and end times) of the segment
you are referencing.

Q: What information is needed for a Chicago Manual of
Style footnote of a music album?

A: For a music album, you need the primary artist, the album title (in italics), the record
label, and the year of release.

Q: How do I differentiate between citing a television
series and a specific episode in Chicago Manual of Style
footnotes?

A: When citing a series, you provide the series title, creator, network, and broadcast years.
For a specific episode, you add the episode title, season number, episode number, and
original air date.



Q: What are the essential components for citing a
podcast episode in Chicago Manual of Style?

A: For a podcast, you should include the host(s) or primary contributor, the episode title,
the podcast series name, the episode number (if applicable), and the release date. If
accessed online, the URL and access date are also required.

Q: How should I handle missing information when
creating a Chicago Manual of Style footnote for an
audiovisual material?

A: If specific information is missing, such as a distributor or exact release date, you should
omit it rather than guess. Use standard abbreviations like "n.d." for "no date" if necessary.
The priority is to provide accurate, verifiable information.

Q: Is it necessary to include URLs for all online
audiovisual materials cited in Chicago Manual of Style
footnotes?

A: Yes, for any audiovisual material accessed online, including the full URL and the date of
access is essential for Chicago Manual of Style citations. This ensures readers can retrieve
the content, which may be subject to change or removal.

Q: What is the best approach for citing a personal
interview conducted for research purposes using
Chicago Manual of Style?

A: For a personal interview, cite the interviewee's name, mention it was an interview, the
interviewer's name, the date of the interview, and the location (city and state) where it
took place.

Q: Should I use the same citation format for all types of
audiovisual materials in my Chicago Manual of Style
paper?

A: While the core principles of clarity and completeness apply to all audiovisual materials,
the specific format will vary slightly depending on the medium (film, music, podcast, etc.).
It is crucial to follow the guidelines specific to each type of material while maintaining
overall consistency in your work.
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