
chicago manual of style footnotes for
articles examples
chicago manual of style footnotes for articles examples are essential for academic
and professional writing, ensuring proper attribution, clarifying points, and providing
additional context for readers. Mastering the intricacies of Chicago-style footnotes,
particularly for articles, can significantly elevate the credibility and clarity of your work. This
comprehensive guide will delve into the fundamental principles of Chicago manual of style
footnotes, offering clear examples for various source types commonly found in articles. We
will explore how to format footnotes for books, journal articles, websites, and even less
common sources, demonstrating the correct placement, punctuation, and essential
information required for each. Understanding these nuances is crucial for scholars,
researchers, and anyone aiming to adhere to rigorous citation standards.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style
Footnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system. For articles, especially those in academic
journals, humanities, and some social sciences, the notes-bibliography system, which
utilizes footnotes or endnotes, is frequently preferred. This system allows for detailed
explanations and references to be placed conveniently at the bottom of the page
(footnotes) or at the end of the document (endnotes). Footnotes are generally considered
more user-friendly for readers as they keep the reference information immediately
accessible while reading the main text.

The fundamental purpose of a footnote is to cite the source of information—a direct quote,
a paraphrased idea, a statistic, or any other borrowed material. Beyond simple attribution,
footnotes can also serve as a space to provide supplementary information that might
interrupt the flow of the main text, such as a brief elaboration on a point, a definition, or a
cross-reference to another part of the article or a related work. This dual function makes
them a powerful tool for writers seeking to present a well-researched and thoroughly
explained piece.



Footnote Formatting for Articles: Core Principles

When constructing footnotes in Chicago style for articles, several core principles guide the
formatting. Firstly, each footnote begins with a superscript Arabic numeral placed directly
after the punctuation of the sentence or clause it refers to. This numeral corresponds to a
numbered entry at the bottom of the page. Secondly, the first time a source is cited in a
footnote, it requires a full citation, including the author's name (first name first), title of the
work, publication details, and page number(s). Subsequent citations of the same source can
be shortened.

Punctuation is also critical. Commas, periods, and semicolons all play specific roles in
separating elements within a footnote. For example, the author's name is typically followed
by a comma, and the title of a book or article is enclosed in quotation marks or italicized,
depending on the type of source. Page numbers are usually preceded by "p." for a single
page or "pp." for multiple pages. Consistency in applying these rules is paramount for
maintaining a professional and scholarly appearance.

Placement of Footnote Numerals

The placement of the superscript footnote numeral is a key aspect of Chicago style. It
should follow the punctuation at the end of a clause or sentence, or, in the case of direct
quotations, be placed immediately after the quotation marks. This ensures that the reader
clearly associates the reference with the specific piece of information being cited. For
instance, a statement requiring citation would conclude with the numeral: "This concept
was first introduced by Smith (1998, p. 45)." The numeral would then appear after the
period or comma.

Avoid placing footnote numerals in the middle of a sentence or before punctuation. Such
placement can create confusion about which part of the text the citation pertains to. If a
sentence contains multiple pieces of information that require citation, multiple footnotes
may be necessary, each linked to the specific phrase or clause it supports. This meticulous
placement demonstrates careful attention to detail and enhances the reader's ability to
navigate the citations.

First and Subsequent Citations

The distinction between the first and subsequent citations of a source is fundamental to the
efficiency of the notes-bibliography system. The initial footnote entry for any given source
must be comprehensive, providing all necessary bibliographic details so that the reader can
locate the original work without needing to consult a separate bibliography (though a
bibliography is often included anyway). This full citation format is crucial for establishing
the source's authority and accessibility.

After the first full citation, any subsequent references to the same source can be



significantly abbreviated. The most common method is to use the author's last name, a
shortened version of the title (if necessary to distinguish it from other works by the same
author), and the specific page number(s). Some variations exist, but the goal is to be
concise while still providing enough information to identify the source unambiguously. This
system streamlines the referencing process and reduces clutter in the footnotes.

Examples of Chicago Manual of Style Footnotes
for Articles

Applying the principles of Chicago style to real-world sources is where the process becomes
tangible. Below are common examples of how to format footnotes for various types of
materials frequently encountered when writing articles. These examples adhere to the
guidelines for the notes-bibliography system.

Footnotes for Book Sources in Articles

Citing books is a cornerstone of academic writing. When referencing a book within an
article using Chicago style footnotes, ensure all key publication details are included in the
first citation.

First Footnote Citation:

1. Michael Pollan, The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals (New
York: Penguin Press, 2006), 112.

Subsequent Footnote Citation:

2. Pollan, Omnivore's Dilemma, 157.

Note the use of italics for the book title and the punctuation separating the author, title,
and publication information. The first citation includes the full city of publication and the
publisher, followed by the year. Subsequent citations are brief, using the author's last
name, a shortened title, and the specific page number.

Footnotes for Journal Articles in Articles

Journal articles are a rich source of scholarly information. Citing them accurately in
footnotes is vital for acknowledging the work of other researchers.



First Footnote Citation:

3. Sarah E. Turner, "The Social Impact of Urban Green Spaces," Journal of Urban
Ecology 45, no. 2 (2019): 210.

Subsequent Footnote Citation:

4. Turner, "Social Impact," 215.

Here, the article title is in quotation marks, and the journal title is italicized. The citation
includes the volume and issue numbers, the year of publication, and the page range. The
subsequent citation again uses the author's last name and a shortened article title.

Footnotes for Website and Online Sources in Articles

The digital age means many articles draw heavily on online resources. Citing websites
requires careful attention to available information, including the author (if known), title of
the specific page or article, the website's name, and the date of publication or last update,
along with a URL and access date.

First Footnote Citation:

5. "Understanding Climate Change," National Aeronautics and Space Administration,
updated July 15, 2023, https://climate.nasa.gov/evidence/.

Subsequent Footnote Citation:

6. "Understanding Climate Change," NASA.

If a specific author is listed for a web page, their name would be included. If no publication
or update date is available, you would note "n.d." (no date). The URL is essential for online
sources, and including the date you accessed the material is often recommended, though
CMOS has evolved on this. For very stable online sources like archived articles or e-books,
the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is preferred over a URL if available.

Footnotes for Other Article Source Types

Articles can also reference other formats, such as newspaper articles, book chapters, or
even interviews. Each requires a slightly different approach.



Newspaper Article:

7. John Smith, "Local Government Approves New Park Initiative," Chicago Tribune,
October 26, 2023, A3.

Book Chapter:

8. Emily Carter, "The Renaissance of Public Libraries," in Modern Library Trends, ed.
David Lee (New York: Academic Press, 2020), 88-90.

Interview:

9. Jane Doe, interview by author, November 10, 2022, Chicago, IL.

These examples illustrate how to incorporate details specific to each source type, ensuring
completeness and accuracy in your citations within the article.

Special Considerations for Chicago Style
Footnotes in Articles

Beyond the basic formatting, several special considerations can arise when incorporating
Chicago-style footnotes into articles. One common scenario is citing a work that has
multiple authors. For works with up to three authors, list all names in the first footnote. For
works with four or more authors, list the first author's name followed by "et al." (Latin for
"and others").

Another aspect is citing secondary sources, where you cite a work that references or quotes
another source. If you encountered a quote from Author A in a book by Author B, you would
cite it as "Author A, 'Quote,' as cited in Author B, Book Title, page number." This clearly
indicates that you did not consult the original source directly.

Anonymous Works

When a work is published without an author's name, the citation in the footnote begins with
the title of the work. This applies to books, articles, and other publications where no author
is credited. The title will then be followed by the publication details as appropriate for the
source type.

For instance, a pamphlet with no author would be cited by its title. The subsequent citations
would also use the shortened title. It is crucial to make a reasonable effort to determine
authorship before resorting to this convention, as anonymous works are less common in
academic contexts.



Works with Editors or Translators

When citing a work that has an editor or translator instead of, or in addition to, an author,
their role should be indicated in the footnote. For edited collections, the editor's name is
typically followed by "ed." or "eds."

For translated works, the translator's name is usually listed after the title, often with
"trans." preceding their name. The format would generally be: Author, Title, trans.
Translator Name (Publication City: Publisher, Year), page number.

The Role of Subsequent Citations in Chicago Style
Footnotes

The efficiency of the notes-bibliography system, particularly for articles, hinges on the
effective use of subsequent citations. These shortened citations prevent repetitive, lengthy
entries and keep the focus on the main text. The goal is to provide just enough information
for the reader to identify the source without ambiguity.

A common and highly effective format for subsequent citations involves the author's last
name, a shortened version of the title (especially if the author has multiple works cited),
and the specific page number. For example, if the first citation was for Pollan's The
Omnivore's Dilemma, a subsequent citation referring to page 50 would be "Pollan,
Omnivore's Dilemma, 50." This format is clear, concise, and easily recognizable.

Shortening Titles in Subsequent Citations

When shortening titles for subsequent citations, aim for clarity. If the author has only one
work cited, a very brief title or even just the author's last name and page number might
suffice, though Chicago style generally recommends including a shortened title for clarity. If
the author has multiple works with similar titles, it is crucial to include enough of the title to
distinguish them. For instance, if you cited both The Omnivore's Dilemma and The Botany
of Desire by Michael Pollan, subsequent citations would need to be distinct: "Pollan,
Omnivore's Dilemma, 75" and "Pollan, Botany of Desire, 120."

Avoid overly long shortened titles. The aim is brevity. Generally, a few key words from the
title are sufficient. If in doubt, consult the Chicago Manual of Style for specific guidance on
title shortening, but common practice usually dictates that the first few significant words of
the title are used.

Using "Ibid."



The Latin abbreviation "ibid." (short for ibidem, meaning "in the same place") is used to
refer to the immediately preceding footnote. It can be used alone if the page number is the
same as the preceding footnote, or followed by a page number if the page is different.

If footnote 10 cites Pollan, p. 60, then:

11. Ibid. (refers to Pollan, p. 60)

12. Ibid., 65 (refers to Pollan, p. 65)

However, the use of "ibid." has become less common in many fields and publications, with
authors often preferring the author-page format even for consecutive citations. Always
check the specific style guidelines of the journal or publication you are submitting to, as
some may discourage or prohibit the use of "ibid." in favor of more explicit referencing.

Crafting Clear and Concise Footnotes

The ultimate goal of using Chicago manual of style footnotes for articles is to enhance the
reader's understanding and engagement with your work. This means ensuring that your
footnotes are not only correctly formatted but also clear and concise. Avoid unnecessary
jargon or overly complex phrasing within the footnote itself.

Remember that footnotes are a supplement to, not a substitute for, well-written prose. They
should provide essential attribution and context without drawing undue attention or
becoming a burden to read. By adhering to the principles and examples outlined in this
guide, you can effectively integrate Chicago-style footnotes into your articles, bolstering
your credibility and ensuring your research is properly acknowledged.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary purpose of using Chicago
Manual of Style footnotes for articles?
A: The primary purpose of Chicago Manual of Style footnotes for articles is to provide
citations for all borrowed material, including direct quotes, paraphrased ideas, statistics,
and other information that is not common knowledge. They also serve as a space to offer
supplementary explanations, definitions, or cross-references that enhance the reader's
understanding without disrupting the main text.



Q: How do I format the first footnote citation for a book
in Chicago style for an article?
A: For the first footnote citation of a book in Chicago style, you typically include the author's
full name (first name first), the full title of the book (italicized), the place of publication, the
publisher, and the year of publication, followed by the specific page number(s). For
example: 1. Jane Doe, The History of Chicago (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020),
55.

Q: What is the difference between a footnote citation
for a journal article and a book in Chicago style?
A: The main difference lies in how the titles are treated and the specific publication details.
For a journal article, the article title is placed in quotation marks, and the journal title is
italicized. Publication details include the journal volume, issue number, year, and page
range. For a book, the book title is italicized, and publication details include the city,
publisher, and year.

Q: Can I use "ibid." in Chicago style footnotes for
articles, and when should I use it?
A: Yes, you can use "ibid." (meaning "in the same place") to refer to the immediately
preceding footnote. Use "ibid." alone if the page number is the same as the previous
footnote, or "ibid., [page number]" if the page number is different. However, many
publications prefer the author-page format even for consecutive citations, so it's advisable
to check the specific style guidelines of your target publication.

Q: How do I cite a website in a Chicago style footnote
for an article if no author is listed?
A: If a website has no listed author, begin the footnote citation with the title of the specific
page or article. Follow this with the name of the website, the publication or update date (if
available, otherwise use "n.d." for no date), and the URL. It's also good practice to include
the date you accessed the website. For example: 5. "Guide to Footnotes," Academic Writing
Resources, updated September 1, 2023, https://www.writingresources.edu/footnotes.

Q: What is the correct format for a subsequent footnote
citation in Chicago style?
A: For subsequent footnote citations in Chicago style, you use a shortened format. This
typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (italicized for
books, in quotation marks for articles), and the specific page number(s). For example: Doe,
History of Chicago, 78.



Q: How should I format a footnote for a chapter in an
edited book in Chicago style?
A: To cite a chapter in an edited book, include the chapter author's full name, the chapter
title in quotation marks, followed by "in," the editor's name (with "ed." or "eds."), the title of
the book (italicized), the publication details (city, publisher, year), and the page range of
the chapter. For example: 7. Robert Green, "The Importance of Research," in Academic
Writing Skills, ed. Susan White (New York: Scholar Publications, 2019), 112-130.

Q: When citing multiple works by the same author in
Chicago style footnotes, how do I distinguish them in
subsequent citations?
A: When citing multiple works by the same author, it is crucial to use a shortened version of
the title in subsequent citations to distinguish between them. Include enough of the title's
beginning words to clearly identify which work you are referring to. For example, if citing
two books by Jane Doe, subsequent citations might be: Doe, History of Chicago, 90, and
Doe, Literary Criticism, 25.
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