
chicago manual of style footnotes for academic

writing examples

chicago manual of style footnotes for academic writing examples serve as the bedrock of scholarly

citation, ensuring academic integrity and providing readers with clear pathways to source material.

Navigating the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) can be daunting, especially for those

new to academic writing. This comprehensive guide delves into the nuances of creating accurate and

effective footnotes according to CMOS, offering practical examples and detailed explanations. We will

explore the fundamental principles of footnote citation, cover common source types, and address

specific scenarios academic writers frequently encounter. Understanding these elements is crucial for

producing well-researched papers that adhere to scholarly conventions. This article aims to demystify

the process, providing a clear roadmap for mastering Chicago style footnotes in academic contexts.
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Understanding the Purpose of Chicago Style Footnotes

Footnotes, as employed by the Chicago Manual of Style, are more than just a stylistic choice; they are

a fundamental component of scholarly discourse. Their primary purpose is to provide readers with

immediate access to the original sources that inform the author's arguments. This allows for verification

of claims, exploration of the cited material in greater depth, and acknowledgment of the intellectual

contributions of other scholars. In essence, footnotes uphold academic honesty by giving credit where

it is due and demonstrating the research foundation of the written work.

Beyond attribution, footnotes can also serve ancillary functions within academic writing. They can be

used to offer supplementary information that might otherwise disrupt the flow of the main text, such as

definitions of terms, brief historical context, or further elaborations on a point. This dual functionality

makes the careful construction of footnotes a vital skill for any student or researcher utilizing the

Chicago style. The clarity and precision of a footnote directly impact the reader's ability to engage with

the source material effectively.

Basic Footnote Structure in Chicago Style

The fundamental structure of a Chicago style footnote generally follows a consistent pattern, though

minor variations exist depending on the source type. At its core, a footnote requires essential

bibliographic information that uniquely identifies the source being cited. This typically includes the

author's name, the title of the work, and publication details. The first citation of a source in a footnote

is usually more comprehensive than subsequent citations, a concept known as the "long note" versus

the "short note" or "subsequent note."

The general format for a first-time citation in a footnote involves the author's first name followed by

their last name. Then comes the title of the work, typically italicized for books or in quotation marks for

articles and chapters. Publication details, such as the place of publication, publisher, and year, follow.



Importantly, page numbers are crucial for directing the reader to the specific passage being

referenced. For subsequent citations of the same source, a shortened format is employed, usually

including the author's last name and a relevant page number, streamlining the citation process without

sacrificing clarity.

Footnotes for Books: The Foundation

Citing books is perhaps the most common scenario encountered in academic writing, making a solid

understanding of book footnote formats essential. The first footnote citation for a book requires the

author's full name, the title of the book (italicized), and publication information. This includes the place

of publication, the publisher's name, and the year of publication. Crucially, the specific page number(s)

being cited should be indicated.

Here is an example of a first footnote citation for a book:

1. Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison, trans. Alan Sheridan (New

York: Vintage Books, 1995), 23.

For subsequent citations of the same book, a shortened version is used. This typically includes the

author's last name, a shortened title (if necessary to distinguish it from other works by the same

author), and the specific page number(s).

2. Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 45.

3. Foucault, 102. (This shortened form is acceptable if only one work by Foucault is cited in the

paper.)



Footnotes for Journal Articles: Citing Scholarly Work

Journal articles are a cornerstone of academic research, and their citation in footnotes requires careful

attention to detail. The initial footnote for a journal article includes the author's full name, the title of the

article in quotation marks, the title of the journal (italicized), the volume number, the issue number (if

applicable), the year of publication, and the page numbers of the article. Finally, the specific page

number(s) being cited are included.

An example of a first footnote citation for a journal article:

4. Jane Smith, "The Evolution of Digital Literacy," Journal of Communication Studies 15, no. 3

(2022): 112-130, 115.

Similar to book citations, subsequent references to the same journal article use a shortened note. This

generally comprises the author's last name, a shortened title of the article (if needed for clarity), and

the specific page number(s) cited.

5. Smith, "The Evolution of Digital Literacy," 120.

6. Smith, 125. (If only one article by Smith is referenced.)



Footnotes for Websites and Online Sources

The digital landscape presents unique challenges for citation, but CMOS provides clear guidelines for

citing websites and online materials. When citing a webpage, include the author (if available), the title

of the specific page or article in quotation marks, the title of the overall website in italics, and the

publication date or last updated date if discernible. Crucially, include a URL and the date you accessed

the page.

Here's an example of a footnote citation for a webpage:

7. John Doe, "Understanding Climate Change," NASA Climate (website), last modified October

26, 2023, https://climate.nasa.gov/understanding-climate-change/, accessed November 1, 2023.

For online journal articles or other scholarly works accessed online, the citation often combines

elements of book and journal article formats with online access information. The key is to provide

enough information for the reader to locate the source, including stable URLs or DOIs (Digital Object

Identifiers) whenever possible.

Footnotes for Edited Volumes and Chapters

When referencing a chapter or essay within a larger edited collection, the citation needs to

acknowledge both the specific chapter author and the editor(s) of the volume. The first footnote citation

for such a work will include the author of the chapter, the title of the chapter in quotation marks,

followed by "in," the title of the edited volume (italicized), the editor(s) name(s) (preceded by "ed." or

"eds."), and publication details. The page numbers of the chapter and the specific page(s) cited are

also included.



An example of a first footnote citation for a chapter in an edited volume:

8. Maria Garcia, "The Impact of Globalization on Local Economies," in Contemporary Economic

Trends, ed. David Lee (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 55-80, 62.

Subsequent citations follow the shortened note convention, generally including the chapter author's last

name and the relevant page number(s).

9. Garcia, "The Impact of Globalization on Local Economies," 70.

10. Garcia, 75.

Footnotes for Interviews and Other Non-Traditional Sources

Academic research sometimes necessitates the citation of primary sources like interviews or

unpublished materials. For interviews, the citation typically includes the interviewee's name, the type of

interview (e.g., "personal interview," "email interview"), the date of the interview, and the location or

method of the interview if relevant and not obvious from the context.

Example of a footnote for an interview:

11. Sarah Chen, personal interview, October 15, 2023, phone.



For unpublished manuscripts or other archival materials, the citation should be as precise as possible,

including the author or creator, the title of the work (if any), the date of creation, and the archival

collection or location where the material can be found, along with any relevant accession numbers or

box/folder information.

Handling Multiple Citations and Subsequent References

Academic writing often involves citing multiple sources within a single footnote or making repeated

references to the same source. Chicago style offers specific conventions for these situations to

maintain clarity and conciseness. When a single footnote contains citations to multiple sources, each

citation should be presented in its standard format, separated by semicolons.

Example of a footnote with multiple citations:

12. Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 110; Smith, "The Evolution of Digital Literacy," 118; Doe,

"Understanding Climate Change."

As previously discussed, subsequent references to a source already cited in a footnote should be in a

shortened form. If the immediately preceding footnote refers to the same source, the abbreviation

"Ibid." (from the Latin ibidem, meaning "in the same place") can be used, followed by a page number if

it differs. However, overuse of "Ibid." is discouraged, and the short note format is often preferred for

readability.

13. Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 23.



14. Ibid., 45. (Refers to Foucault, 45)

15. Ibid. (Refers to the same page as footnote 13 if no page number is specified)

Common Footnote Errors to Avoid

Despite the detailed guidelines, several common errors can compromise the integrity and clarity of

Chicago style footnotes. One frequent mistake is inconsistent formatting, where different types of

sources are not cited according to their specific rules, or the same type of source is cited differently

throughout the paper. Another common pitfall is omitting crucial publication details, such as the

publisher or date, which hinders a reader's ability to locate the source.

Furthermore, incorrect punctuation, such as misplaced commas, periods, or quotation marks, can

detract from the professionalism of the work. The distinction between the long note (first citation) and

the short note (subsequent citations) is also frequently blurred, leading to either overly lengthy or

insufficiently informative references. Finally, failing to include specific page numbers for direct quotes

or paraphrased ideas is a critical error that undermines the purpose of citation, as it makes it difficult

for readers to verify the information.

Key errors to avoid include:

Inconsistent formatting for the same source type.

Missing essential bibliographic information (author, title, publication details).

Incorrect use of italics for book titles and quotation marks for article titles.



Punctuation errors within the footnote.

Confusing long and short note formats.

Omitting specific page numbers where required.

Misusing "Ibid." or failing to use it correctly.

The Relationship Between Footnotes and Bibliography

In Chicago style, footnotes and the bibliography serve complementary roles. The footnotes provide

immediate, in-text citations for specific points and quotations, offering granular access to sources. The

bibliography, on the other hand, offers a comprehensive, alphabetized list of all sources consulted and

cited within the paper. While footnotes contain the full bibliographic details for the first citation of a

source, the bibliography presents these details in a slightly different format, typically without page

numbers for the entire work (though specific chapter or article page ranges are still included).

The relationship is symbiotic: the footnotes point the reader to the sources, and the bibliography

provides a consolidated overview. Every source cited in the footnotes must appear in the bibliography,

and generally, every source listed in the bibliography should have been cited in the footnotes. This

dual system ensures thorough attribution and allows readers to engage with the research in a

structured manner. The consistency between the two citation elements is paramount for academic

rigor.



Q: What is the primary purpose of using footnotes in academic writing

according to the Chicago Manual of Style?

A: The primary purpose of using footnotes in academic writing according to the Chicago Manual of

Style is to provide clear and immediate source attribution for all information, ideas, and direct

quotations used in the text, thereby upholding academic integrity and allowing readers to verify the

source material.

Q: How does the Chicago Manual of Style differentiate between the

first and subsequent footnote citations for a book?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style differentiates between the first and subsequent footnote citations for a

book by requiring a comprehensive "long note" for the first citation, which includes the author's full

name, full title, publication details, and specific page numbers. Subsequent citations use a shortened

"short note," typically consisting of the author's last name, a shortened title (if necessary), and the

specific page number(s).

Q: Are there specific rules for citing online articles or websites in

Chicago style footnotes?

A: Yes, Chicago style has specific rules for citing online articles and websites. Footnotes for online

sources generally include the author, title of the specific page or article in quotation marks, the title of

the overall website in italics, publication or last updated date, the URL, and the date the page was

accessed.

Q: What is "Ibid." and when should it be used in Chicago style

footnotes?

A: "Ibid." is an abbreviation for the Latin word ibidem, meaning "in the same place." It is used in



Chicago style footnotes when the current footnote citation refers to the immediately preceding

footnote's source. If the page number is the same, only "Ibid." is used; if the page number differs, it is

followed by the new page number (e.g., "Ibid., 45.").

Q: How should a footnote be formatted if it contains citations to

multiple sources?

A: If a footnote contains citations to multiple sources, each citation should be presented in its standard

Chicago style format, and these individual citations should be separated by semicolons within the

same footnote.

Q: What is the difference in format between a footnote citation and a

bibliography entry for the same source in Chicago style?

A: While both provide bibliographic information, footnotes typically present information in a sentence-

like structure with punctuation like commas and periods, and the author's first name precedes their last

name. Bibliography entries are usually formatted as a list with hanging indents, and the author's last

name precedes their first name. Footnotes also require specific page numbers for the cited material,

whereas bibliography entries list the full page range of the work or article.

Q: Is it acceptable to include explanatory notes in Chicago style

footnotes, or are they solely for citation purposes?

A: Chicago style allows for the use of footnotes for explanatory purposes in addition to citation. These

ancillary notes can provide supplementary information, definitions, or digressions that might interrupt

the main text's flow but add value for the reader.



Q: What are the most common punctuation errors to watch out for in

Chicago style footnotes?

A: Common punctuation errors in Chicago style footnotes include misplacing commas, periods, and

quotation marks. For instance, ensuring commas are used correctly to separate elements like author

and title, and that periods conclude the entire footnote are critical. The correct placement of quotation

marks around article titles is also a frequent point of error.
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