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Mastering Chicago Manual of Style Footnote
Examples: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual of style footnote examples are crucial for academic and professional writing, offering a
standardized method for citing sources and providing supplementary information. Proper citation not only
lends credibility to your work but also allows readers to easily trace your research and engage with the
original materials. This comprehensive guide will delve into the nuances of creating accurate and effective
Chicago style footnotes, covering various source types, common formatting intricacies, and best practices.
We will explore essential elements like author names, titles, publication details, and page numbers,
ensuring you can confidently navigate the complexities of this widely respected citation system.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style Footnote System
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), a leading authority on writing and citation, offers two primary
citation systems: the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. This article focuses
exclusively on the Notes-Bibliography system, which relies on numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite
sources. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference is made, while endnotes are
collected at the end of the document. Both serve the same purpose: to acknowledge the origin of borrowed
material and provide readers with the necessary information to locate the source.



The Chicago Manual of Style footnote system is particularly favored in the humanities, including literature,
history, and the arts. Its detailed approach allows for more elaborate commentary and the inclusion of
extensive source details directly within the text, without disrupting the flow of reading. The consistent
application of CMOS footnote guidelines ensures clarity, professionalism, and academic integrity throughout
your writing. Mastering these examples is therefore an investment in the quality and impact of your
scholarly or professional output.

Basic Footnote Structure and Punctuation
The fundamental structure of a Chicago Manual of Style footnote involves a superscript number
corresponding to a note at the bottom of the page. Each note begins with the superscript number, followed
by the author's first name and last name, then the title of the work in italics, followed by publication
information, and finally, the specific page number(s) being referenced. Punctuation is key, with commas
separating elements and periods generally marking the end of a note. A crucial distinction from other styles
is the order of names and the specific use of commas and periods.

The first citation of a source in a footnote will typically be a full citation. Subsequent citations of the same
source, if immediately following, can be shortened. The Chicago Manual of Style provides specific
guidelines for these shortened notes, which often include the author's last name, a shortened version of the
title, and the page number. This system aims for both completeness and conciseness, ensuring that readers
have all the necessary details without unnecessary repetition.

Author Information and Titles
When citing an author, the Chicago Manual of Style dictates the use of the author's first name followed by
their last name in the footnote. For example, instead of "Smith, John," you would write "John Smith." This
order is consistent across all footnote entries. Titles of books, journals, and other standalone works are
italicized. Titles of articles, chapters, or individual essays are enclosed in quotation marks. This distinction is
critical for accurate formatting.

Publication Details and Page Numbers
Publication details generally include the place of publication, the publisher's name, and the year of
publication. These are enclosed in parentheses. For instance, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2023).
The specific page number(s) cited are then appended after a comma. If you are citing a range of pages, use
an en dash (–) between the numbers. For example, p. 45 or pp. 112–115.



Common Source Types and Their Footnote Examples
The Chicago Manual of Style provides detailed instructions for a wide array of source types. Understanding
these specific formats is essential for accurate citation. Below, we present several common examples to
illustrate the correct application of the Notes-Bibliography system.

Books
For a book, the footnote will typically include the author's name, the book title, publication information,
and the specific page number. If it's the first citation, it will be a full citation. Subsequent citations can be
shortened.

First citation: John Smith, The Art of Citation (New York: Academic Publishers, 2020), 78.

Subsequent citation: Smith, The Art of Citation, 102.

Subsequent citation (shortened): Smith, 102. (This is used if the title is clear from context and the
author has only one work cited).

Journal Articles
Journal articles require the author's name, article title in quotation marks, the journal title in italics, volume
and issue numbers, year of publication, and the page number of the article, followed by the specific page
cited.

First citation: Jane Doe, "The Evolution of Footnotes," Journal of Academic Writing 15, no. 3 (2022):
255.

Subsequent citation: Doe, "Evolution of Footnotes," 260.

Websites and Online Sources
Citing online sources requires careful attention to what information is available. Include the author (if
known), title of the specific page or article in quotation marks, the website name in italics, the publication
or last modified date (if available), and the URL. A retrieval date is often included for online sources that
may change.



First citation: Emily White, "Understanding Citation Styles," Research Guides Online, last modified
March 15, 2023, https://www.researchguides.com/citation.

Subsequent citation: White, "Understanding Citation Styles."

Chapters in Edited Books
When citing a chapter from an edited book, you need to identify the chapter author, the chapter title, the
book title, the editor(s) of the book, the publication information for the book, and the page range of the
chapter, followed by the specific page cited.

First citation: Robert Green, "Historical Context of Academic Writing," in A Compendium of
Scholarly Practices, ed. Sarah Black (London: University Press, 2019), 45.

Subsequent citation: Green, "Historical Context."

Special Considerations for Chicago Style Footnotes
Beyond the basic formats, the Chicago Manual of Style addresses numerous special cases. These include
citing interviews, archival materials, government documents, and legal sources. Adhering to the specific
guidelines for these less common source types is crucial for maintaining consistency and accuracy in your
academic work. Each specialized format has its own set of rules for presenting author, title, and publication
details.

Subsequent Citations and "Ibid."
The Chicago Manual of Style has specific rules for subsequent citations. While older editions heavily relied
on "Ibid." (meaning "in the same place"), the current practice favors shortened citations for clarity and ease
of reading. "Ibid." is still permissible but less frequently used in modern scholarship according to CMOS 17th
edition guidelines, especially when multiple works by the same author are involved.

Shortened Citation: Author Last Name, Shortened Title, page number.

Example: Smith, Art of Citation, 102.



Anonymous Works and Works with Editors
For anonymous works, the title usually comes first, followed by publication information. When citing
works with editors, the editor's role is clearly indicated. The general principle is to provide enough
information for the reader to locate the source without ambiguity, even when standard author attribution is
missing or when multiple individuals contribute to a single volume.

When to Use Footnotes vs. Endnotes
The choice between footnotes and endnotes is largely a matter of stylistic preference and the requirements
of your publication or institution. Footnotes are generally preferred for their immediacy; readers can see
the citation and the corresponding note at the bottom of the page without looking elsewhere. Endnotes can
be beneficial for maintaining a cleaner page layout, especially in texts with numerous citations, but they
require readers to turn to the end of the document or chapter.

Best Practices for Using Chicago Manual of Style Footnotes
Effective use of Chicago Manual of Style footnotes goes beyond simply knowing the formatting rules. It
involves integrating citations seamlessly into your text and using notes strategically to enhance your
argument and provide valuable context. Consistent application of the style guide is paramount for
establishing your credibility as a writer and researcher. Always refer to the latest edition of the Chicago
Manual of Style for the most up-to-date guidelines.

Consistency is Key
Maintaining absolute consistency in formatting is vital. Whether it's the placement of commas, the use of
italics, or the order of names, adhering strictly to the Chicago Manual of Style's examples will prevent
errors and ensure your work is taken seriously. This applies to every single footnote and bibliography
entry.

Clarity and Conciseness
While Chicago style allows for detailed notes, aim for clarity and conciseness. Avoid unnecessary
information that doesn't aid the reader in identifying or locating the source. Shortened citations are your
friend for subsequent references, making your prose more readable.



Proofread Meticulously
Even the most experienced writers can make mistakes. Proofreading your footnotes and bibliography
carefully is essential to catch any typographical errors or formatting inconsistencies. Reading your work
aloud or having a colleague review it can help identify overlooked issues.

Utilize Citation Management Tools Wisely
Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can assist in generating citations, but they are not infallible.
Always double-check the output against the Chicago Manual of Style guidelines to ensure accuracy,
especially with complex or unusual source types. These tools are helpful aids, not replacements for
understanding the rules.

When in Doubt, Consult the Manual
The Chicago Manual of Style is an extensive resource. When you encounter a citation scenario not covered
in this guide, the best course of action is to refer to the official manual. Its comprehensive index and
detailed explanations will provide the authoritative answer you need.

Q: What is the primary difference between a Chicago style footnote and
an endnote?
A: The primary difference lies in their placement. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the
reference is made, while endnotes are collected at the end of the document or chapter. Both serve the same
function of citing sources.

Q: How do I cite a source for the first time versus subsequent times in
Chicago style footnotes?
A: The first citation of a source in a footnote is a full citation including author's full name, title, publication
details, and page number. Subsequent citations of the same source are typically shortened, including the
author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if applicable), and the page number.

Q: Should I use "Ibid." for subsequent citations in Chicago style?
A: While historically common, the current edition of the Chicago Manual of Style (17th edition) favors
shortened citations for subsequent references over "Ibid." to improve clarity, especially when multiple
works by the same author are cited. "Ibid." may still be used but is less prevalent.



Q: How do I format the author's name in a Chicago style footnote?
A: In Chicago style footnotes, the author's name is written in first name, last name order, unlike some other
styles that use last name, first name. For example, "John Smith," not "Smith, John."

Q: What is the correct way to cite a chapter in an edited book using
Chicago style footnotes?
A: You cite the chapter author's name, followed by the chapter title in quotation marks, then "in" followed
by the book title in italics, the editor's name and role (e.g., "ed. Sarah Black"), publication information in
parentheses, and finally, the page number of the chapter being cited.

Q: Do I need to include a retrieval date for online sources in Chicago style
footnotes?
A: It is highly recommended to include a retrieval date for online sources, especially if the content is likely
to change or be updated. This ensures readers can access the version you consulted.

Q: How do I handle multiple authors in a Chicago style footnote?
A: For books with up to three authors, list all authors' names in the footnote. For works with more than
three authors, list the first author's name followed by "et al." (and others). The bibliography will have
slightly different rules for multiple authors.

Q: What is the purpose of providing publication information in
parentheses in a Chicago style footnote?
A: The publication information, typically the place of publication, publisher, and year, is enclosed in
parentheses to clearly delineate this part of the citation from other elements like the author's name and
title. This format helps readers quickly identify the source's origin.
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