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MASTERING CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE FIGURE NUMBERING IN THESES

CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE FIGURE NUMBERING IN THESES IS A CRITICAL COMPONENT OF ACADEMIC WRITING, DEMANDING
PRECISION AND ADHERENCE TO ESTABLISHED GUIDELINES TO ENSURE CLARITY AND PROFESSIONALISM. W/HETHER YOU ARE A
DOCTORAL CANDIDATE OR A MASTER'S STUDENT, UNDERSTANDING HOW TO CORRECTLY FORMAT AND NUMBER YOUR FIGURES IS
PARAMOUNT FOR A POLISHED AND IMPACTFUL THESIS. THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE DELVES DEEP INTO THE INTRICACIES OF THE
CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE (CMOS) FOR FIGURE NUMBERING, COVERING EVERYTHING FROM INITIAL SETUP TO COMMON
PITFALLS. WE WILL EXPLORE THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES, DETAILED FORMATTING REQUIREMENTS, AND PRACTICAL ADVICE FOR
INTEGRATING FIGURES SEAMLESSLY INTO YOUR SCHOLARLY WORK, ENSURING YOUR RESEARCH IS PRESENTED IN THE MOST
EFFECTIVE AND COMPLIANT MANNER POSSIBLE. NAVIGATING THESE SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS CAN SEEM DAUNTING, BUT WITH A
CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF THE RULES, YOUR THESIS WILL BENEFIT FROM ENHANCED READABILITY AND ACADEMIC RIGOR.
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UNDERSTANDING THE PURPOSE OF FIGURE NUMBERING

THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF FIGURE NUMBERING IN ANY ACADEMIC DOCUMENT, ESPECIALLY A THESIS, IS TO FACILITATE EASY
REFERENCE AND CLEAR COMMUNICATION. CONSISTENT AND LOGICAL NUMBERING ALLOWS READERS TO LOCATE SPECIFIC
ILLUSTRATIONS, CHARTS, GRAPHS, OR IMAGES QUICKLY AND EFFICIENTLY. THIS SYSTEMATIC APPROACH IS NOT MERELY AN
AESTHETIC CHOICE, IT DIRECTLY IMPACTS THE READER’S ABILITY TO FOLLOW YOUR ARGUMENTS AND COMPREHEND YOUR DATA.

IN THE CONTEXT OF THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE, FIGURE NUMBERING SERVES AS A VITAL ORGANIZATIONAL TOOL. IT
CREATES A UNIQUE IDENTIFIER FOR EACH VISUAL ELEMENT, ENABLING SEAMLESS INTEGRATION INTO THE TEXT THROUGH IN-TEXT
CITATIONS AND A DEDICATED LIST OF FIGURES. WITHOUT THIS CLEAR NUMBERING SYSTEM, A THESIS LADEN WITH VISUAL AIDS
W OULD BECOME DISORGANIZED AND DIFFICULT TO NAVIGATE, POTENTIALLY HINDERING THE READER’S UNDERSTANDING OF YOUR
RESEARCH FINDINGS.

Key PRINCIPLES OF CHICAGO STYLE FIGURE NUMBERING

THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE EMPHASIZES CLARITY, CONSISTENCY, AND SIMPLICITY IN ITS GUIDELINES FOR FIGURE
NUMBERING. THE CORE PRINCIPLE IS TO ASSIGN A UNIQUE, SEQUENTIAL NUMBER TO EACH FIGURE WITHIN THE DOCUMENT. W HILE
VARIATIONS EXIST, THE MOST COMMON APPROACH DICTATES THAT FIGURES SHOULD BE NUMBERED CONSECUTIVELY
THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE THESIS, STARTING WITH “FIGURE 1" AND CONTINUING SEQUENTIALLY TO THE LAST FIGURE.

A crRUCIAL ASPECT OF CHICAGO STYLE IS ITS FLEXIBILITY REGARDING CHAPTER-SPECIFIC NUMBERING. \W/HILE NOT THE DEFAULT
FOR THESES, SOME INSTITUTIONS OR DEPARTMENTS MAY REQUEST CHAPTER-BASED NUMBERING (E.G., FIGURE 1.7, FIGURE 1.2
FOR CHAPTER 1). HOWEVER, THE STANDARD CMOS RECOMMENDATION FOR A SINGLE, CONTINUOUS SEQUENCE IS GENERALLY
PREFERRED FOR ITS STRAIGHTFORW ARDNESS UNLESS EXPLICITLY STATED OTHERWISE BY YOUR ACADEMIC INSTITUTION.
ALWAYS CONSULT YOUR UNIVERSITY'S SPECIFIC STYLE GUIDE IN CONJUNCTION WITH CMOS.



ANOTHER FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE IS THE CLEAR IDENTIFICATION OF EACH FIGURE. EVERY FIGURE MUST HAVE A CAPTION THAT
INCLUDES ITS NUMBER AND A DESCRIPTIVE TITLE. THIS CAPTION SHOULD BE PLACED DIRECTLY BELOW THE FIGURE ITSELF. THE
NUMBERING SHOULD BE DISTINCT AND EASILY DISTINGUISHABLE FROM OTHER ELEMENTS LIKE TABLES OR EQUATIONS, WHICH HAVE
THEIR OWN SEPARATE NUMBERING SYSTEMS.

ConsecuTiVE NUMBERING THROUGHOUT THE THESIS

THE MOST WIDELY ADOPTED METHOD FOR FIGURE NUMBERING IN CHICAGO STYLE IS TO ASSIGN CONSECUTIVE NUMBERS TO ALL
FIGURES WITHIN THE THESIS. THIS MEANS THE FIRST FIGURE ENCOUNTERED, REGARDLESS OF ITS CHAPTER LOCATION, IS LABELED
"FIGURE 1.” THE SUBSEQUENT FIGURE BECOMES “FIGURE 2,” AND SO FORTH, UNTIL THE FINAL VISUAL ELEMENT IN THE
DOCUMENT. THIS UNBROKEN SEQUENCE SIMPLIFIES REFERENCING AND AVOIDS POTENTIAL CONFUSION THAT CAN ARISE FROM MORE
COMPLEX NUMBERING SCHEMES.

DisTINCTION FROM OTHER VISUAL ELEMENTS

[T IS IMPERATIVE THAT FIGURES ARE CLEARLY DIFFERENTIATED FROM OTHER TYPES OF VISUAL CONTENT WITHIN A THESIS.
CHICAGO STYLE, AND ACADEMIC WRITING IN GENERAL, MAINTAINS SEPARATE NUMBERING SYSTEMS FOR FIGURES, TABLES, AND
EQUATIONS. FIGURES ARE RESERVED FOR ILLUSTRATIONS, GRAPHS, CHARTS, MAPS, AND PHOTOGRAPHS. T ABLES ARE USED FOR
PRESENTING DATA IN ROWS AND COLUMNS. EQUATIONS ARE TYPICALLY NUMBERED SEPARATELY AS WELL. THIS DISTINCT
CATEGORIZATION ENSURES THAT READERS CAN EASILY IDENTIFY THE TYPE OF VISUAL INFORMATION THEY ARE ENCOUNTERING
AND REFERENCE IT ACCURATELY.

DeETAILED FORMATTING GUIDELINES FOR FIGURES

ADHERING TO SPECIFIC FORMATTING GUIDELINES IS ESSENTIAL FOR MAINTAINING A PROFESSIONAL AND CONSISTENT PRESENTATION
OF YOUR FIGURES. THESE GUIDELINES ENCOMPASS THE PLACEMENT OF THE FIGURE NUMBER, THE FIGURE ITSELF, AND ITS CAPTION,
ENSURING THAT EVERY VISUAL ELEMENT ADHERES TO THE ESTABLISHED STANDARD.

THE PLACEMENT OF THE FIGURE NUMBER AND CAPTION IS CRITICAL. TYPICALLYI THE FIGURE NUMBER AND ITS ACCOMPANYING
DESCRIPTIVE TITLE ARE POSITIONED ABOVE THE FIGURE. HO\X/EVER, CMOS ALSO ALLOWS FOR THE CAPTION TO BE PLACED
BELOW THE FIGURE, ESPECIALLY IF THE FIGURE ITSELF IS VERY LARGE OR COMPLEX. THE KEY IS CONSISTENCY THROUGHOUT YOUR
DOCUMENT.

PLACEMENT oF FIGURE NUMBERS AND CAPTIONS

IN MOST INSTANCES, THE FIGURE NUMBER AND ITS TITLE SHOULD APPEAR DIRECTLY ABOVE THE VISUAL ELEMENT. For EXAMPLE,
IT WOULD LOOK LIKE:

FIGURE 1. A GRAPH ILLUSTRATING THE TREND OF X OVER TIME.

THE FIGURE NUMBER ITSELF IS USUALLY BOLDED OR ITALICIZED, FOLLOWED BY A PERIOD, AND THEN THE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE IN
PLAIN TEXT OR ITALICIZED, DEPENDING ON THE SPECIFIC NUANCE OF THE CAPTION YOU WISH TO CONVEY. CONSISTENCY IN THIS
FORMATTING CHOICE ACROSS ALL FIGURES IN YOUR THESIS IS PARAMOUNT.

CAPTION CONTENT AND STYLE

EACH FIGURE MUST HAVE A CLEAR AND CONCISE CAPTION THAT SERVES TO EXPLAIN ITS CONTENT. THE CAPTION BEGINS WITH
THE FIGURE NUMBER (E.G., “FiGUre ]‘,,), FOLLOWED BY A DESCRIPTIVE TITLE THAT SUMMARIZES WHAT THE FIGURE REPRESENTS.
ADDITIONAL EXPLANATORY TEXT CAN BE INCLUDED IN THE CAPTION TO PROVIDE CONTEXT, DEFINE ABBREVIATIONS, OR EXPLAIN
SPECIFIC DATA POINTS. THE STYLE OF THE CAPTION, INCLUDING FONT AND SPACING, SHOULD ALIGN WITH THE MAIN TEXT OF
YOUR THESIS FOR VISUAL HARMONY.



ResoLUTION AND QUALITY OF FIGURES

W/HILE NOT STRICTLY A NUMBERING ISSUE, THE QUALITY OF YOUR FIGURES DIRECTLY IMPACTS THEIR EFFECTIVENESS. ENSURE
THAT ALL FIGURES, WHETHER GENERATED DIGITALLY OR SCANNED, ARE OF HIGH RESOLUTION AND CLARITY. BLURRY OR
PIXELATED IMAGES DETRACT FROM THE PROFESSIONALISM OF YOUR THESIS AND CAN MAKE IT DIFFICULT FOR READERS TO
INTERPRET THE VISUAL INFORMATION. IF YOU ARE SUBMITTING A DIGITAL VERSION, ENSURE THE FILE FORMATS ARE COMPATIBLE
WITH COMMON VIEWING SOFTWARE AND THAT IMAGES ARE NOT OVERLY COMPRESSED.

NUMBERING STRATEGIES AND COMMON SCENARIOS

W/HILE CONSECUTIVE NUMBERING IS THE MOST COMMON APPROACH, UNDERSTANDING ALTERNATIVE STRATEGIES AND HOW TO
HANDLE SPECIFIC SCENARIOS CAN BE BENEFICIAL. THESE SITUATIONS OFTEN ARISE IN COMPLEX THESES OR WHEN SPECIFIC
DEPARTMENTAL REQUIREMENTS COME INTO PLAY.

CHAPTER-BASED NUMBERING IS A FREQUENT ALTERNATIVE, ESPECIALLY IN THESES SUBMITTED TO UNIVERSITIES WITH
ESTABLISHED DEPARTMENTAL STYLES. IN THIS SYSTEM, FIGURES ARE NUMBERED SEQUENTIALLY WITHIN EACH CHAPTER. FOR
INSTANCE, THE FIRST FIGURE IN CHAPTER 1 wouLD Bt “FIGURE 1.1,” THE SECOND “FIGURE 1.2,” AND SO ON. W/HEN MOVING TO
CHAPTER 2, THE NUMBERING WOULD RESET TO “FIGURE 2.1,” “FIGURE 2.2,” AND SO FORTH.

CHAPTER-BASED NUMBERING (IF REQUIRED)

IF YOUR INSTITUTION OR SUPERVISOR MANDATES CHAPTER-BASED NUMBERING, EACH FIGURE WILL BE PREFIXED WITH ITS CHAPTER
NUMBER. THE FORMAT TYPICALLY LOOKS LIKE “FIGURE [CHAPTER NUMBER].[FIGURE NUMBER WITHIN CHAPTER].” FOR EXAMPLE,
THE THIRD FIGURE IN CHAPTER 3 WOULD BE DENOTED AS “FIGURE 3.3.” THIS METHOD CAN BE USEFUL FOR ORGANIZING LARGE
AND COMPLEX THESES, AS IT GROUPS VISUAL ELEMENTS BY THEIR IMMEDIATE CONTEXT WITHIN THE RESEARCH NARRATIVE.
HOWEVER, ALWAYS CONFIRM THIS IS THE PREFERRED METHOD BEFORE IMPLEMENTING IT.

HANDLING MULTIPLE FIGURES ON A SINGLE PAGE

\W/HEN YOU HAVE MULTIPLE RELATED FIGURES THAT ARE PRESENTED TOGETHER ON A SINGLE PAGE, THEY CAN BE TREATED AS
SUB-FIGURES. CMOS ALLOWS FOR THIS BY USING LETTERS (A, B, C, ETC.) IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE MAIN FIGURE NUMBER. FOR
EXAMPLE, IF YOU HAVE A COMPOSITE FIGURE MADE UP OF THREE PARTS, THEY MIGHT BE LABELED AS “FIGURE 5A,” “FIGURE 58,
AND “FIGURE 5¢C.” THE MAIN CAPTION WOULD THEN DESCRIBE THE ENTIRE COMPOSITE FIGURE, AND INDIVIDUAL CAPTIONS MIGHT
BE PROVIDED FOR EACH SUB-FIGURE IF NECESSARY.

REFERENCING FIGURES IN THE TEXT

ACCURATE IN-TEXT REFERENCING OF YOUR FIGURES IS CRUCIAL. \W/HEN YOU REFER TO A FIGURE IN YOUR WRITING, YOU SHOULD
USE ITS NUMBER. FOR EXAMPLE, “AS SHOWN IN FIGURE 3, THERE WAS A SIGNIFICANT INCREASE IN DATA POINTS” OR “THE TREND
ILLUSTRATED IN FIGURE 7B INDICATES A CLEAR CORRELATION.” CONSISTENCY IN HOW YOU REFER TO FIGURES—WHETHER YOU
SPELL OUT “FIGURE” OR USE AN ABBREVIATION (THOUGH SPELLING OUT IS GENERALLY PREFERRED IN CMOS UNLESS IN
TABLES)—IS IMPORTANT. |F USING CHAPTER-BASED NUMBERING, ENSURE YOUR IN-TEXT CITATIONS REFLECT THAT SYSTEM
ACCURATELY.

INTEGRATING FIGURES INTO YOUR THESIS

THE SEAMLESS INTEGRATION OF FIGURES INTO THE BODY OF YOUR THESIS ENHANCES THE FLOW OF YOUR RESEARCH AND
STRENGTHENS YOUR ARGUMENTS. FIGURES SHOULD NOT APPEAR AS ISOLATED ELEMENTS,; THEY SHOULD BE INTRODUCED AND
DISCUSSED WITHIN THE TEXT, PROVIDING VISUAL SUPPORT FOR YOUR WRITTEN NARRATIVE. THE PLACEMENT OF FIGURES
RELATIVE TO THEIR FIRST MENTION IN THE TEXT IS A KEY CONSIDERATION.

GENERALLYI A FIGURE SHOULD APPEAR AS CLOSE AS POSSIBLE TO ITS FIRST MENTION IN THE TEXT. |DEALLY/ IT SHOULD BE



PLACED ON THE SAME PAGE OR THE IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING PAGE. THIS PROXIMITY ENSURES THAT THE READER CAN EASILY
REFER TO THE VISUAL AID WHILE ENGAGING WITH THE ACCOMPANYING DISCUSSION, THEREBY AVOIDING DISRUPTION TO THEIR
READING EXPERIENCE.

PLACEMENT ReELATIVE TO TEXTUAL DiscussioN

THE CARDINAL RULE FOR FIGURE PLACEMENT IS PROXIMITY TO THEIR INITIAL MENTION IN THE TEXT. AFTER YOU HAVE DISCUSSED
A FIGURE AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE, IT SHOULD BE PRESENTED. AVOID PLACING FIGURES AT THE VERY END OF A CHAPTER OR SECTION
UNLESS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY DUE TO SPACE CONSTRAINTS OR SPECIFIC LAYOUT REQUIREMENTS. WHEN A FIGURE MUST
APPEAR ON A SUBSEQUENT PAGE, ENSURE A CLEAR TEXTUAL REFERENCE LEADING THE READER TO IT.

THe LIST OF FIGURES

EVERY THESIS THAT INCLUDES FIGURES MUST ALSO INCLUDE A LIST OF FIGURES. THIS IS A SEPARATE PAGE, USUALLY PLACED
AFTER THE T ABLE OF CONTENTS AND BEFORE THE MAIN BODY OF THE THESIS. THE LIST OF FIGURES PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE
ENUMERATION OF ALL FIGURES WITHIN THE DOCUMENT, ALONG WITH THEIR CORRESPONDING TITLES AND THE PAGE NUMBERS ON
WHICH THEY APPEAR. THIS SERVES AS A NAVIGATIONAL TOOL FOR READERS WHO WISH TO FIND SPECIFIC VISUAL ELEMENTS
QUICKLY.

THE FORMAT FOR THE LIST OF FIGURES TYPICALLY MIRRORS THE CAPTION STYLE USED FOR INDIVIDUAL FIGURES. EACH ENTRY
SHOULD INCLUDE THE FIGURE NUMBER (E.G., “FIGURE .|.“>, THE FIGURE TITLE, AND THE PAGE NUMBER. THE PAGE NUMBERS SHOULD
BE RIGHT-ALIGNED FOR CLARITY. THE CONSTRUCTION OF THIS LIST IS OFTEN AUTOMATED BY WORD PROCESSING SOFTWARE,
BUT CAREFUL PROOFREADING IS STILL ESSENTIAL TO CATCH ANY DISCREPANCIES.

BesT PrACTICES AND AVOIDING COMMON ERRORS

TO ENSURE YOUR THESIS IS BOTH COMPLIANT WITH CHICAGO STYLE AND EFFECTIVELY COMMUNICATES YOUR RESEARCH,
ADOPTING BEST PRACTICES AND BEING AWARE OF COMMON ERRORS IS CRUCIAL. PROACTIVE ATTENTION TO THESE DETAILS CAN
SAVE SIGNIFICANT REVISION TIME.

ONE OF THE MOST COMMON ERRORS IS INCONSISTENCY IN NUMBERING OR FORMATTING. W/HETHER YOU CHOOSE CONSECUTIVE OR
CHAPTER-BASED NUMBERING, MAINTAIN THAT SYSTEM STRICTLY THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE THESIS. SIMILARLY, ENSURE THAT
CAPTION FORMATTING, FONT CHOICES, AND PLACEMENT OF FIGURE NUMBERS ARE UNIFORM ACROSS ALL FIGURES.

MAINTAINING CONSISTENCY IN NUMBERING AND FORMATTING

THE BEDROCK OF GOOD PRACTICE IN FIGURE MANAGEMENT IS UNWAVERING CONSISTENCY. |F YOU DECIDE ON CONSECUTIVE
NUMBERING, DO NOT INTRODUCE CHAPTER-BASED NUMBERING FOR A FEW FIGURES. IF YOU CHOOSE TO BOLD YOUR FIGURE
NUMBERS, DO THIS FOR ALL OF THEM. THIS UNIFORMITY NOT ONLY ADHERES TO ACADEMIC STANDARDS BUT ALSO
DEMONSTRATES A METICULOUS APPROACH TO YOUR WORK, INSTILLING CONFIDENCE IN YOUR READERS.

PROOFREADING FOR ERRORS

BEFORE SUBMITTING YOUR THESIS, A THOROUGH PROOFREADING PROCESS IS INDISPENSABLE. PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION TO YOUR
FIGURES AND THEIR REFERENCES. CHECK THAT EVERY FIGURE NUMBER IN THE TEXT CORRESPONDS TO AN ACTUAL FIGURE AND THAT
THE FIGURE NUMBER IN THE LIST OF FIGURES ACCURATELY MATCHES THE FIGURE ITSELF. VERIFY THAT PAGE NUMBERS IN THE LIST
OF FIGURES ARE CORRECT. ENSURE THAT ALL CAPTIONS ARE CLEAR, GRAMMATICALLY CORRECT, AND FREE OF TYPOS. A FINAL
READ-THROUGH SPECIFICALLY FOR FIGURE ACCURACY CAN PREVENT EASILY AVOIDABLE MISTAKES.



CONSULTING INSTITUTIONAL GUIDELINES

WHILE THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE PROVIDES A ROBUST FRAMEWORK, YOUR ACADEMIC INSTITUTION MAY HAVE SPECIFIC
ADDENDUMS OR MODIFICATIONS TO THESE GUIDELINES, ESPECIALLY FOR THESES AND DISSERTATIONS. ALWAYS PRIORITIZE YOUR
UNIVERSITY’'S GRADUATE SCHOOL OR DEPARTMENTAL HANDBOOK ON THESIS FORMATTING. THESE INSTITUTIONAL GUIDELINES
OFTEN SUPERSEDE OR CLARIFY CMOS. |F THERE'S ANY AMBIGUITY, SEEK CLARIFICATION FROM YOUR THESIS ADVISOR OR THE
GRADUATE STUDIES OFFICE.

FAQ

QZ WHAT IS THE STANDARD CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE APPROACH TO NUMBERING
FIGURES IN A THESIS?

A: THE STANDARD APPROACH RECOMMENDED BY THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE FOR THESES IS TO NUMBER FIGURES
CONSECUTIVELY THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE DOCUMENT. THIS MEANS THE FIRST FIGURE IS “FIGURE 1,” THE SECOND IS “FIGURE 2,”
AND SO FORTH, IRRESPECTIVE OF THE CHAPTER IN WHICH THEY APPEAR.

Q: CAN FIGURES BE NUMBERED BY CHAPTER IN A THESIS ACCORDING TO CHICAGO
STYLE?

A: WHILE THE MOST COMMON CHICAGO STYLE METHOD IS CONSECUTIVE NUMBERING, CHAPTER-BASED NUMBERING (E.G., FiGurE
1.1 S FIGURE ]2) IS SOMETIMES PERMITTED OR EVEN PREFERRED BY SPECIFIC ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS. IT IS CRUCIAL TO
CONSULT YOUR UNIVERSITY'S SPECIFIC GUIDELINES TO DETERMINE WHICH NUMBERING SYSTEM IS ACCEPTABLE.

Q: WHERE SHOULD THE FIGURE NUMBER AND CAPTION BE PLACED IN A THESIS
FOLLOWING CHICAGO STYLE?

A: GENERALLY, THE FIGURE NUMBER AND ITS CAPTION SHOULD BE PLACED DIRECTLY ABOVE THE FIGURE. HO\X/EVER, CMOS
ALLOWS FOR FLEXIBILITY, AND CAPTIONS CAN ALSO BE PLACED BELOW THE FIGURE, PARTICULARLY IF THE FIGURE ITSELF IS VERY
LARGE OR COMPLEX. CONSISTENCY THROUGHOUT THE THESIS IS THE KEY PRINCIPLE.

Q: WHAT INFORMATION MUST BE INCLUDED IN A FIGURE CAPTION ACCORDING TO
CHICAGO STYLE?

A: A FIGURE CAPTION IN CHICAGO STYLE MUST INCLUDE THE FIGURE NUMBER (E.G., “FIGURE 1.”) FOLLOWED BY A CLEAR AND
DESCRIPTIVE TITLE THAT EXPLAINS THE CONTENT OF THE FIGURE. ADDITIONAL EXPLANATORY TEXT CAN BE ADDED TO PROVIDE
CONTEXT OR DEFINE TERMS.

Q: How SHOULD | REFER TO FIGURES WITHIN THE TEXT OF MY THESIS WHEN USING
CHICAGO STYLE?

A: \WHEN REFERRING TO A FIGURE IN THE TEXT, USE ITS NUMBER. FOR EXAMPLE, YOU WOULD WRITE, “AS ILLUSTRATED IN FIGURE
3, THE DATA SHOWS A SIGNIFICANT TREND,” OR “THIS OBSERVATION IS SUPPORTED BY THE RESULTS PRESENTED IN FIGURE 7 A.”
/ 7/

Q: WHAT Is A “LiST oF FIGURES” AND WHY IS IT IMPORTANT FOR A THESIS USING
CHICAGO STYLE?

A: A LiIST oF FIGURES IS A SEPARATE PAGE, USUALLY FOUND AFTER THE T ABLE OF CONTENTS, THAT ENUMERATES ALL FIGURES
WITHIN THE THESIS. |T INCLUDES THE FIGURE NUMBER, ITS TITLE, AND THE PAGE NUMBER WHERE IT CAN BE FOUND. THIS SERVES AS
A NAVIGATIONAL AID FOR READERS.



QZ SHOULD | USE ABBREVIATIONS FOR FIGURE NUMBERS IN MY THESIS?

A: THe CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE GENERALLY PREFERS THAT YOU SPELL oUT “FIGURE” IN THE TEXT OF YOUR THESIS.
ABBREVIATIONS ARE TYPICALLY RESERVED FOR TABLES OR LISTS WHERE SPACE IS EXTREMELY LIMITED, BUT FOR STANDARD
THESIS TEXT, THE FULL WORD IS RECOMMENDED.

Q: WHAT ARE COMMON ERRORS TO AVOID WHEN NUMBERING FIGURES IN A THESIS UNDER
CHICAGO STYLE?

A: COMMON ERRORS INCLUDE INCONSISTENT NUMBERING SYSTEMS, INCONSISTENT CAPTION FORMATTING, INCORRECT PAGE
NUMBERS IN THE LIST OF FIGURES, AND REFERRING TO FIGURES IN THE TEXT WITHOUT THEIR CORRECT NUMBER. CAREFUL
PROOFREADING IS ESSENTIAL TO PREVENT THESE MISTAKES.

QI Do | NEED TO NUMBER FIGURES DIFFERENTLY IF THEY ARE PART OF A LARGER
COMPOSITE ILLUSTRATION?

A: YES, IF A SINGLE FIGURE CONSISTS OF MULTIPLE PARTS OR PANELS, YOU CAN USE LETTERS (A, B, C, ETC.) IN CONJUNCTION
WITH THE MAIN FIGURE NUMBER, SUCH AS “FIGURE 4A,” “FIGURE 48,” ETC. A MAIN CAPTION WOULD DESCRIBE THE OVERALL

FIGURE, AND SUB-CAPTIONS MIGHT BE USED FOR INDIVIDUAL PARTS IF NEEDED.
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