
chicago manual of style figure numbering
examples for manuscript
chicago manual of style figure numbering examples for manuscript is a critical aspect of
academic and professional writing, ensuring clarity, consistency, and reader comprehension. Proper
figure numbering, along with accurate captions and placement, is essential for integrating visual aids
seamlessly into your text. This guide provides a comprehensive exploration of how to effectively
number figures according to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), offering practical examples and
best practices for manuscripts. We will delve into the core principles of figure labeling, explore
different numbering schemes, discuss their application in various contexts, and offer advice on
maintaining uniformity throughout your document. Mastering these details elevates the
professionalism of your work and facilitates its acceptance and understanding by your intended
audience.
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Understanding Chicago Manual of Style Figure
Numbering

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides detailed guidelines for incorporating visual elements,
such as figures, tables, and plates, into scholarly works. A fundamental aspect of this integration is
consistent and clear numbering. Proper figure numbering not only aids the reader in navigating the
document but also serves as a crucial organizational tool for authors and editors. Adhering to CMOS
standards ensures that your manuscript maintains a professional and polished appearance, which is
particularly important in academic publishing where precision is paramount.

CMOS distinguishes between figures, tables, and plates. Figures generally encompass charts, graphs,
diagrams, maps, and illustrations. Tables, on the other hand, are reserved for presenting data in rows
and columns. Plates are typically used for collections of images, often in art history or photography
books. Understanding these distinctions is the first step toward correctly applying the numbering
rules for each element. This article will focus specifically on figure numbering examples for
manuscripts, providing clear, actionable advice.

Basic Principles of Figure Numbering

The core principle of figure numbering in CMOS is simplicity and clarity. The manual generally



recommends a straightforward sequential numbering system, but it also allows for variations based
on the complexity and organization of the work. Consistency is key; once a system is chosen, it must
be applied uniformly throughout the entire manuscript. This applies not only to the numbering itself
but also to the style of the labels and the way they are presented in relation to the figures and their
captions.

When numbering figures, the goal is to make them easily identifiable and locatable. Each figure
should have a unique number, and this number should be referenced clearly within the main text. The
CMOS guidelines emphasize that the numbering should be logical and easy for the reader to follow,
especially when dealing with multiple figures spread across different chapters or sections. This means
avoiding overly complex or confusing schemes that might detract from the content of the figure itself.

Sequential Numbering

The most common and often preferred method for numbering figures in CMOS is simple sequential
numbering. This involves assigning consecutive numbers to all figures in the order they appear in the
manuscript, regardless of their content or location. This system is straightforward and minimizes the
potential for errors.

For example, the first figure encountered in the document would be labeled "Figure 1," the second
"Figure 2," and so on. This approach is ideal for shorter works or those where figures are not grouped
by chapter or section. It ensures that the reader can easily track the progression of visual aids as they
encounter them in the narrative flow of the text. Even if figures are widely dispersed, the sequential
numbering provides a linear progression.

Chapter-Specific Numbering

In longer works, such as dissertations, theses, or books with distinct chapters, chapter-specific
numbering can be beneficial. This system prefixes the sequential figure number with the chapter
number, separated by a decimal point. This not only identifies the figure but also indicates its location
within the larger work, aiding navigation and organization.

For instance, a figure in Chapter 1 would be labeled "Figure 1.1," the second figure in Chapter 1 would
be "Figure 1.2," and the first figure in Chapter 2 would be "Figure 2.1." This method is particularly
useful for ensuring that figures can be easily located within specific sections of a lengthy document
and helps in managing revisions or reordering of content. It provides a hierarchical structure to the
visual elements.

Numbering Schemes and Examples

While sequential and chapter-specific numbering are the most prevalent, CMOS acknowledges that
other systems may be appropriate depending on the publication. The key is to choose a system that
enhances clarity and does not impede the reader's understanding. Regardless of the chosen scheme,



consistency in format and presentation is crucial.

The label itself—"Figure"—should be capitalized. The number should follow directly. CMOS often
suggests placing the figure number above the caption or within the caption itself, depending on the
publisher's house style. Always consult specific journal or publisher guidelines, as they may have
minor variations or preferences.

Example of Sequential Numbering

Consider a research paper with several illustrations and graphs. Following a strict sequential
numbering system, the figures would be labeled as follows:

Figure 1: Schematic diagram of the experimental setup.

Figure 2: Results of the primary experiment shown as a bar graph.

Figure 3: Photomicrograph of the sample.

Figure 4: Trend analysis of the secondary data.

In this example, each figure is assigned a unique, consecutive number, making them easily
identifiable as they appear within the manuscript. The "Figure" label is consistent, and the number
follows directly.

Example of Chapter-Specific Numbering

For a book divided into several chapters, chapter-specific numbering offers better organization. Here's
how it might look:

Chapter 1: Introduction

Figure 1.1: World map highlighting the study region.

Figure 1.2: Demographic breakdown of the target population.

Chapter 2: Methodology

Figure 2.1: Flowchart of the data collection process.

Figure 2.2: Illustration of the sampling technique.



This system clearly delineates figures by their chapter of origin, facilitating easier reference and
management of the visual content within a larger publication. It provides a more structured approach
for extensive works.

Using Letters for Subfigures

When a single figure comprises multiple distinct parts, CMOS suggests using letters to label these
subfigures. This allows for a clear distinction between the main figure and its individual components,
making it easier to refer to specific elements within the text. The letters are typically appended to the
main figure number.

For instance, if "Figure 3" has three distinct parts, they would be labeled as "Figure 3a," "Figure 3b,"
and "Figure 3c." This approach is crucial for detailed analytical figures where different aspects need to
be discussed independently. The subfigures should ideally be presented together as a single visual
unit.

Here's an example of subfigure numbering:

Figure 5: Microscopic analysis of cellular structures.

Figure 5a: Normal cell morphology.

Figure 5b: Treated cell with visible abnormalities.

Figure 5c: Comparative view of normal and treated cells.

This method allows for precise referencing within the text, such as "as shown in Figure 5b, the treated
cells exhibit significant changes."

Placement and Referencing Figures

The placement of figures and their references within the main text are as important as their
numbering. CMOS recommends placing figures as close as possible to their first mention in the text.
This proximity ensures that the reader can easily consult the visual aid while reading the
accompanying explanation, thereby enhancing comprehension and engagement.

When referring to a figure in the text, always use the complete designation, including the word
"Figure" followed by its number (e.g., "Figure 1," not just "1"). This prevents ambiguity, especially
when tables or other numbered elements are also present in the manuscript. Clear and consistent in-
text citations are fundamental to good academic practice.



In-Text Referencing Guidelines

When you mention a figure in your prose, you should explicitly state its number. For example, instead
of saying "the graph shows," you would write "as shown in Figure 2, the graph indicates." This direct
reference helps readers quickly locate the visual aid and understand its relevance to the discussion. If
you are referring to a specific part of a figure with subfigures, you would specify that part, such as
"Figure 5b."

It is also good practice to briefly explain what the figure illustrates when it is first introduced in the
text. This helps orient the reader and highlights the significance of the visual information. Avoid
assuming the reader will immediately understand the figure's purpose or content without explanation.

Positioning Figures within the Manuscript

Ideally, figures should be embedded directly within the manuscript text, following the paragraph
where they are first referenced. If the publishing format does not allow for direct embedding, figures
are typically placed at the end of chapters or collected at the very end of the document, but this is
less common for standard academic manuscripts intended for submission. For print publications,
publishers often handle the final placement during the layout and design phase.

Regardless of the final placement, the manuscript should clearly indicate where each figure is
intended to appear. This is often done using placeholders like "[Insert Figure 1 here]" in the text. This
ensures that editors and designers know the intended order and context of each visual element. The
goal is to facilitate a smooth reading experience where visuals complement the text without
disruption.

Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Manual of
Style Figure Numbering

Q: Should I number all types of visuals as "figures" in Chicago
style?
A: No. The Chicago Manual of Style distinguishes between figures, tables, and plates. Figures are
typically for graphs, charts, diagrams, and illustrations. Tables are for data presented in rows and
columns, and plates are usually for collections of images. Ensure you use the correct term for your
visual elements.

Q: Can I renumber figures if I add or remove one in the middle
of my manuscript?
A: Yes, if you are using sequential numbering, you will need to renumber all subsequent figures if you
insert or delete one. If using chapter-specific numbering, you will only need to renumber figures



within that particular chapter and any subsequent figures in later chapters that are affected by the
insertion or deletion.

Q: How do I handle figures that span multiple pages in my
manuscript?
A: Generally, figures are treated as single units. If a figure is very large and must span multiple pages,
it's often best to try and break it down or consider if it's more appropriate as a plate. However, if
absolutely necessary, you would label the entire conceptual figure with one number, and the pages
would be treated as a continuation. Consult your publisher's specific guidelines on this rare case.

Q: What if my figures are sourced from elsewhere?
A: If figures are not original creations, they must be properly credited. This often involves including a
citation in the figure caption, following Chicago style. You may also need to obtain permission from
the copyright holder to reproduce the figure. Ensure that all necessary permissions are secured and
clearly indicated.

Q: Is there a limit to how many figures I can include in a
manuscript?
A: While CMOS does not impose a strict numerical limit on figures, the decision to include a figure
should be based on its necessity and contribution to the text. Figures should enhance understanding
and support the narrative, not simply add visual bulk. Excessive figures can disrupt the flow and
increase production costs.

Q: How should I format the figure caption according to
Chicago style?
A: A figure caption typically includes the figure number (e.g., Figure 1), followed by a descriptive title
or brief explanation of the visual content. The caption should be clear, concise, and informative,
helping the reader understand what the figure depicts. Specific formatting details, such as font and
placement, may vary based on publisher requirements.

Q: Can I use Arabic numerals for figures and Roman numerals
for tables?
A: Chicago style generally recommends using Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3...) for all numbered elements,
including figures and tables, for consistency unless a specific publisher's style dictates otherwise.
However, it is common for preliminary pages (like front matter) to use Roman numerals for
numbering, while the main body uses Arabic numerals. Always check the specific guidelines for your
publication.
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