chicago manual of style figure
citations

Mastering Chicago Manual of Style Figure Citations: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual of style figure citations are a critical component of academic
and professional writing, ensuring proper attribution for visual elements
like charts, graphs, photographs, and illustrations. Adhering to the Chicago
Manual of Style (CMOS) for these citations lends credibility to your work and
avoids potential issues with copyright infringement. This guide delves into
the intricacies of citing figures according to CMOS, covering everything from
basic principles to specific examples and common challenges. Understanding
these guidelines is essential for researchers, students, and anyone
presenting visual data in their written documents, whether for publication or
academic submission. We will explore the two primary systems for citations in
CMOS, the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system, and how they
apply to figures, along with detailed instructions on crafting effective
figure captions and bibliographical entries.
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Understanding CMOS Citation Principles for
Figures

The fundamental principle behind any citation, including those for figures,
is to give credit where credit is due. In the context of the Chicago Manual
of Style, this means acknowledging the original creator or source of any
visual material that is not your own original work or is based on existing
data. This not only respects intellectual property but also allows your
readers to locate the original source for further investigation or
verification of the information presented in the figure. CMOS emphasizes
clarity and consistency in its citation guidelines, ensuring that readers can
easily distinguish between your own analysis and information derived from
external sources.

Whether you are using a photograph from a museum, a graph from a published



article, or a map from a historical archive, proper citation is paramount.

The Chicago Manual of Style provides a robust framework for managing these

attributions, which can differ based on the type of source material and the
specific citation system employed. Understanding these distinctions is the

first step toward accurate and effective figure citation.

The Notes-Bibliography System for Figure
Citations

The notes-bibliography system is one of the two primary citation styles
recommended by the Chicago Manual of Style. In this system, figure citations
are handled primarily through numbered notes, either footnotes or endnotes,
and a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work. When incorporating a
figure, you will typically place a superscript Arabic numeral after the
figure number or within the text that refers to the figure. This numeral
corresponds to a note in your footnote or endnote section, which provides
detailed information about the source of the figure.

Footnotes and Endnotes for Figures

The note itself will contain the necessary bibliographic information,
including the author or creator, title of the work from which the figure is
taken, publication details, and specific page or figure number. For figures
reproduced directly, the note will often include a description of the figure
and its location within the source. The goal is to provide enough information
in the note so that a diligent reader can easily find the original source. If
a figure is a modification or interpretation of existing data, the note
should reflect this, indicating that it is an adaptation rather than a direct
reproduction.

Bibliography Entries for Figures

In addition to the notes, the notes-bibliography system requires a
bibliography. The bibliography entry for a figure should provide a concise
but complete bibliographic description of the source. While the note offers
detailed citation for a specific instance, the bibliography entry serves as a
comprehensive list of all consulted sources. For figures, this entry will
typically mirror the format of other entries in your bibliography, such as
books or articles, but it will include specific details about the figure
itself if it is a standalone element or if it is particularly noteworthy
within the larger work.



The Author-Date System for Figure Citations

The author-date system, the second major citation style in CMOS, offers a
more streamlined approach for in-text citations. Instead of footnotes or
endnotes, this system uses parenthetical citations directly within the text,
typically following the author's last name and the publication year. For
figures, this means that immediately after mentioning or presenting the
figure, you will include a parenthetical citation that references the source.
This citation generally includes the author's last name, the publication
year, and sometimes the page number or figure identifier.

In-Text Citations for Figures

When you refer to a figure that originates from another source, your in-text
citation will be brief but informative. For example, it might appear as
(Smith 2020, fig. 3) or (Johnson and Lee 2019, 45). This allows readers to
quickly identify the origin of the visual information without disrupting the
flow of the text. The brevity of these in-text citations is a hallmark of the
author-date system, providing a clear and concise link to the full
bibliographic details found in the reference list.

Reference List for Figures

Just as the notes-bibliography system has a bibliography, the author-date
system utilizes a reference list. This reference list is placed at the end of
the document and contains full bibliographic information for all sources
cited in the text. For figures, the reference list entry will provide all the
necessary details for the reader to locate the original source. This
typically includes the author(s), year of publication, title of the work, and
publication information. Specific details about the figure, such as its
number or caption from the original source, may also be included to ensure
precise identification.

Crafting Effective Figure Captions in CMOS

Figure captions are indispensable elements in any document that includes
visual aids. In the Chicago Manual of Style, captions serve a dual purpose:
they identify the figure and provide essential context for the reader. Each
figure should be preceded by the word "Figure" followed by its Arabic numeral
(e.g., Figure 1, Figure 2). This numbering should be sequential throughout
the document.



Essential Components of a Figure Caption

A well-crafted figure caption in CMOS typically includes several key
components. At a minimum, it should provide a descriptive title or brief
explanation of what the figure depicts. Following this, you must include a
citation that attributes the figure to its original source. This citation
will vary depending on whether you are using the notes-bibliography system or
the author-date system, but its presence is non-negotiable. Additional
information, such as the methodology used to create a graph or chart, or
details about the subject of a photograph, can also be beneficial.

Placement and Formatting of Captions

Figure captions are generally placed directly below the figure they describe.
The text of the caption should be formatted clearly, often in a smaller font
size than the main body text to visually distinguish it. Consistency in
caption formatting is crucial for professional presentation. Remember that
the caption should be self-explanatory enough that a reader can understand
the figure's essence without needing to refer to the main text, although it
should also encourage engagement with the surrounding content.

Creating Bibliographical Entries for Figures

The creation of accurate bibliographical entries for figures is vital for
both citation systems within CMOS. While the notes and in-text citations
direct the reader to the source, the bibliography or reference list provides
the complete, structured information needed to retrieve it. The specific
format will depend on the nature of the source material from which the figure
is derived.

Citing Figures from Books

When a figure is taken from a book, the bibliographical entry will typically
include the author(s) of the book, the title, publication details (city,
publisher, year), and the page number(s) or figure number where the image
appears. If the figure is a standalone illustration within a collection, you
might need to cite the editor and the title of the collection. The goal is to
provide all necessary data points so that a reader can locate the exact page
or section containing the figure within the book.



Citing Figures from Journal Articles

For figures sourced from journal articles, the entry will include the
author(s) of the article, the article title, the journal title, the volume
and issue numbers, the publication year, and the page range of the article.
Crucially, you will also need to specify the page number or figure number
where the visual element is found. This allows for precise retrieval of the
figure within the academic journal context.

Citing Online Figures

Citing figures found online requires careful attention to detail. The entry
should include the author or organization responsible for the content, the
title of the webpage or resource, the website name, the publication or last
updated date if available, and a stable URL. It is also good practice to
include an access date, especially if the content is dynamic or subject to
change. If the figure is part of a larger digital publication, such as an
online journal, the citation will follow the format for that specific medium
but will also include the URL and access date.

Citing Figures from Different Sources

The Chicago Manual of Style recognizes that figures can originate from a
diverse array of sources, and its guidelines are flexible enough to
accommodate these variations. Whether you are using a figure from a published
book, a scholarly journal, a website, a personal communication, or a
database, proper attribution is key. Each source type has its nuances, but
the core principles of providing author, title, and publication information
remain constant.

e Photographs: When citing a photograph, identify the photographer if
known, the title of the photograph (if it has one), and the collection
or publication where it was found. For archival photographs, include
details about the archive, collection name, and item number.

e Graphs and Charts: For graphs and charts, cite the original publication
or source where the data was presented. Include details about the
creator of the graph, the title of the work, and the specific location
of the graph. If you have redrawn a graph based on data from another
source, you must indicate this in the caption and citation, noting that
it is an adaptation.

e Maps: Maps are cited similarly to other visual materials, with attention
paid to the cartographer (if known), the title of the map, and the



source publication or archive.

e Artwork: Citing artwork involves identifying the artist, the title of
the artwork, the medium, dimensions, the date of creation, and its
current location (e.g., museum and city).

The crucial element across all these source types is providing enough
information for your reader to unequivocally identify and, if necessary,
retrieve the original figure.

Common Challenges in Chicago Manual of Style
Figure Citations

Navigating the requirements for chicago manual of style figure citations can
present several common challenges for writers. One of the most frequent
difficulties arises when dealing with figures that have been modified or
adapted from an original source. It is imperative to clearly state in the
caption and citation that the figure is not a direct reproduction but an
adaptation, and to attribute the original source of the data or image.

Another challenge involves figures found in older or less formally published
materials. In such cases, identifying the author or original publisher can be
difficult, and the publication details might be incomplete. Writers must do
their best to locate as much identifying information as possible and
acknowledge any limitations in the citation. Similarly, citing figures from
multimedia sources or interactive online content can be complex, requiring
careful consideration of how to best represent the source's dynamic nature.

Furthermore, ensuring consistency across all figure citations within a
document is a persistent concern. Different figures might come from vastly
different types of sources, leading to variations in how they are cited.
Maintaining a consistent approach, even with these variations, is essential
for maintaining the professional integrity of the work. Regular review of the
CMOS guidelines and careful cross-referencing of citation examples can help
mitigate these challenges.

Best Practices for CMOS Figure Citation
Accuracy

To ensure the highest level of accuracy in your chicago manual of style
figure citations, several best practices should be consistently applied.
First and foremost, always consult the latest edition of the Chicago Manual



of Style for the most up-to-date guidelines. Citation standards can evolve,
and using an outdated manual can lead to errors.

Develop a systematic approach to managing your sources. As you collect
material, immediately record all relevant bibliographic details for any
figures you might use. This proactive measure will save significant time and
prevent potential inaccuracies later in the writing process. When in doubt
about how to cite a particular type of source or figure, err on the side of
providing more information rather than less.

Finally, meticulously proofread all your captions and bibliographical
entries. Small typos or formatting inconsistencies can undermine the
credibility of your work. Reading your citations aloud or having a colleague
review them can help catch errors that you might otherwise miss. Adhering to
these practices will result in clear, accurate, and professional figure
citations that enhance the credibility and readability of your document.

FAQ

Q: What is the difference between citing a figure in
the notes-bibliography system versus the author-date
system in CMOS?

A: In the notes-bibliography system, figure citations are primarily handled
through numbered footnotes or endnotes, with a full bibliography at the end.
The author-date system uses brief in-text parenthetical citations (author,
year) and a detailed reference list at the end of the work.

Q: Do I need to cite a figure if I redraw it myself?

A: Yes, even if you redraw a figure, you must cite the original source of the
data or image. Your caption and citation should clearly indicate that the
figure is an adaptation of the original material.

Q: How should I format a figure citation if the
figure is from a website?

A: For a figure from a website, include the author or organization, the title
of the specific page or figure, the website name, the publication or last
updated date (if available), the URL, and the access date.



Q: What is the role of the figure caption in CMOS?

A: The figure caption in CMOS serves to identify the figure with a number and
title, provide a brief description of its content, and most importantly,
include the necessary citation to the original source.

Q: Can I use a figure I found on social media?

A: While technically possible, using figures from social media requires
extreme caution regarding copyright and permissions. If you do use one,
ensure you have the right to do so and cite it meticulously, identifying the
platform and the user who posted it, if known.

Q: What if a figure has no author listed?

A: If a figure has no identifiable author, you can start the citation with
the title of the work or the name of the organization or institution
responsible for its creation.

Q: Is it necessary to include the page number for a
figure cited from a book?

A: Yes, it is highly recommended and often necessary to include the specific
page number or figure number where the figure appears in the book to ensure
easy retrieval by the reader.

Q: How do I cite a figure that is a compilation of
data from multiple sources?

A: For a figure that compiles data from multiple sources, you should cite
each original source within your caption or note, and in your bibliography or
reference list, you would typically cite the source where you found the
compiled data, while noting its composite nature.

Q: What are the most common mistakes made in CMOS
figure citations?

A: Common mistakes include omitting citations, failing to indicate
adaptations, inconsistent formatting, and not providing sufficient detail for
readers to locate the original source.
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