chicago manual of style essay writing
examples

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a cornerstone for academic and professional writing,
offering comprehensive guidelines for citation, formatting, and stylistic consistency. For
students and scholars navigating complex research projects, understanding how to apply
CMOS principles is crucial for producing polished and credible essays. This article delves
into detailed chicago manual of style essay writing examples, illuminating various aspects
of CMOS application from in-text citations and footnotes to bibliography creation and
manuscript formatting. We will explore practical examples demonstrating how to correctly
cite sources, manage notes, and present a well-structured essay that adheres to Chicago's
rigorous standards, ensuring your work is both clear and compliant.
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Understanding Chicago Style's Two Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style, often abbreviated as CMOS or CMS, is renowned for its
flexibility, offering two primary citation systems: the Notes and Bibliography system and the
Author-Date system. This duality allows writers to choose the method best suited for their
discipline and the specific requirements of their publication or assignment. The Notes and
Bibliography system is prevalent in the humanities, including literature, history, and the
arts, while the Author-Date system is more common in the social and natural sciences.

Both systems aim for clarity and accuracy in attributing sources, but they achieve this
through different mechanisms. Understanding the fundamental differences between these
two approaches is the first step in mastering Chicago style essay writing. The choice of
system significantly impacts how you will present your evidence and acknowledge your
research.

In-Text Citations vs. Notes and Bibliography

The core distinction between Chicago's two systems lies in how source material is
referenced within the text of the essay. The Author-Date system utilizes brief parenthetical
citations that appear directly within the sentence, typically including the author's last name
and the year of publication, followed by a page number if necessary. This method is concise



and allows readers to quickly identify the source of information.

In contrast, the Notes and Bibliography system eschews in-text parenthetical citations for a
system of numbered footnotes or endnotes. When a piece of information needs to be
attributed, a superscript number is placed in the text, corresponding to a numbered note at
the bottom of the page (footnote) or at the end of the document (endnote). This system is
favored for its ability to incorporate supplementary information or extensive source details
without disrupting the flow of the main text.

The Author-Date System in Practice

In an Author-Date system essay, a direct quote might be presented as: "The impact of the
industrial revolution was profound and far-reaching" (Smith 2020, 45). For paraphrased
information, it would look similar: The industrial revolution significantly altered society
(Smith 2020).

The corresponding entry in the reference list at the end of the essay would provide the full
publication details, allowing readers to locate the original source. This system emphasizes
brevity within the text itself, pushing detailed bibliographic information to a separate list.

The Notes and Bibliography System in Practice

With the Notes and Bibliography system, the same information would be presented
differently. A direct quote might appear as: "The impact of the industrial revolution was
profound and far-reaching."* A footnote or endnote keyed to this superscript number would
then provide the citation details, such as: 1. John Smith, The Industrial Age (New York:
Modern Press, 2020), 45.

For paraphrased information, the note might be: 2. Smith, The Industrial Age, 102. The
bibliography at the end of the essay, unlike the reference list in the Author-Date system,
typically includes all sources consulted, not just those cited in the notes, and is
alphabetized by author's last name.

Footnotes and Endnotes Explained

Within the Notes and Bibliography system, footnotes and endnotes serve as the primary
method for citing sources and providing additional commentary. Both function identically in
terms of content, but their placement differs. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page
where the superscript number is located, offering immediate context to the reader without
requiring them to turn away from the main text.

Endnotes, on the other hand, are compiled at the end of the essay, chapter, or book. While



they can be more convenient for authors who have extensive notes, they necessitate more
effort from the reader to consult the cited material. The choice between footnotes and
endnotes is often dictated by publisher or instructor preference.

Formatting Footnotes and Endnotes

The format of a footnote or endnote closely mirrors that of the bibliography entry but often
includes more complete publication information on its first mention. Subsequent citations of
the same source are typically shortened to the author's last name, a shortened title, and
the page number. For example:

e First citation of a book: John Smith, The Industrial Age (New York: Modern Press,
2020), 45.

e Subsequent citation of the same book: Smith, Industrial Age, 110.

e First citation of a journal article: Jane Doe, "The Effects of Technology," Journal of
Modern Studies 15, no. 2 (2021): 205.

e Subsequent citation: Doe, "Effects of Technology," 212.

It's important to note that CMOS provides specific formatting for different types of sources,
including articles, book chapters, websites, and more. Precision in these details is a
hallmark of a well-executed Chicago style essay.

Creating a Bibliography in Chicago Style

Whether using the Notes and Bibliography system or the Author-Date system, a
comprehensive list of sources is essential. In the Notes and Bibliography system, this is
called a "Bibliography," and it generally includes all sources consulted, not just those cited.
The bibliography is alphabetized by the author's last name.

In the Author-Date system, this list is typically called a "Reference List" or "Works Cited"
and includes only the sources that were actually cited parenthetically within the text.
Regardless of the system, each entry must provide sufficient information for a reader to
locate the original source. Consistent formatting and accuracy are paramount.

Elements of a Chicago Style Bibliography Entry

A typical bibliography entry for a book in Chicago style follows a structured format: Author's
Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.



For journal articles, the format is generally: Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of
Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page numbers.

When citing online sources, additional information like a URL or DOI (Digital Object
Identifier) and access dates are often included. The CMOS provides detailed instructions for
a wide array of source types, so always consult the latest edition for the most accurate
guidance.

Formatting Your Essay According to CMOS

Beyond citations, Chicago style also dictates specific formatting for the manuscript itself,
ensuring a professional and readable presentation. This includes guidelines for margins,
spacing, page numbering, and the placement of titles and headings.

Adhering to these formatting rules demonstrates attention to detail and professionalism,
which are highly valued in academic and scholarly contexts. While these may seem like
minor details, they contribute significantly to the overall impression of your essay.

Key Formatting Guidelines

Margins: Typically, a 1-inch margin on all sides of the page is recommended.

e Font: A standard, readable font such as Times New Roman or Arial, usually in 12-
point size, is preferred.

e Spacing: The main body of the text is usually double-spaced, although some
instructors may prefer 1.5 spacing. Footnotes and endnotes are typically single-
spaced with a blank line between each note.

e Page Numbering: Arabic numerals are used for page numbers, typically placed in
the upper right-hand corner, starting from the second page of the main text. The title
page usually does not have a page number, and the page numbering might begin with
the introduction.

e Titles and Headings: The title of the essay is centered on the first page. Headings
and subheadings should be formatted consistently to delineate different sections of
the essay.

When using the Notes and Bibliography system, a separate title page is not usually required
for student papers unless specified by the instructor. Instead, the author's name, course
name, instructor's name, and date are typically placed at the top of the first page of the
essay, double-spaced.



Specific Examples in Chicago Style Essay Writing

To solidify your understanding, let's examine some practical chicago manual of style essay
writing examples, illustrating how different elements come together. Consider an essay
discussing the impact of social media on political discourse. Using the Notes and
Bibliography system:

In the text, you might write: The increasing reliance on social media platforms has
fundamentally altered the way citizens engage with political information.? This constant
stream of curated content can lead to echo chambers, where individuals are primarily
exposed to viewpoints that confirm their existing beliefs.

The corresponding footnote would provide the source:

1. Mark Zuckerberg, "My Vision for Facebook's Future," Speech at Georgetown
University, October 10, 2019,
https://www.facebook.com/notes/mark-zuckerberg/my-vision-for-facebooks-future/101
57333345331670/.

If you were citing a scholarly article, a subsequent citation might look like this:

1. Sarah Lee, "The Algorithmic Bias in Online Discourse," Journal of Digital Society 3, no.
1 (2022): 78.

2. Lee, "Algorithmic Bias," 85.

And in the bibliography at the end of the essay:

e Lee, Sarah. "The Algorithmic Bias in Online Discourse." Journal of Digital Society 3, no.
1 (2022): 75-90.

e Zuckerberg, Mark. "My Vision for Facebook's Future." Speech at Georgetown
University, October 10, 2019.
https://www.facebook.com/notes/mark-zuckerberg/my-vision-for-facebooks-future/101
57333345331670/.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Many writers encounter challenges when implementing the Chicago Manual of Style. One of
the most frequent issues is inconsistency in citation format. This can arise from mixing
elements of different citation styles or from not carefully following the specific rules for



each source type.

Another common pitfall is incorrect formatting of notes. Forgetting to include essential
details like page numbers, publication dates, or specific publication information can render
a citation incomplete and therefore unhelpful. Furthermore, confusion between the Author-
Date and Notes and Bibliography systems is prevalent, leading to the application of the
wrong citation mechanism.

Strategies for Success

e Consult the Manual: The Chicago Manual of Style is the definitive resource. Keep a
copy handy and refer to it frequently, especially for specific citation examples.

* Use Citation Management Software: Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can
help manage your sources and generate bibliographies automatically. However,
always double-check their output against CMOS guidelines.

e Proofread Meticulously: Dedicate ample time to proofreading your essay
specifically for citation and formatting errors. Reading aloud can help catch subtle
mistakes.

» Seek Clarification: If you are unsure about a specific rule or application, do not
hesitate to ask your instructor or consult academic writing resources.

By understanding the core principles of the Chicago Manual of Style and practicing with
concrete examples, writers can confidently produce well-researched and impeccably
formatted essays. The attention to detail required by CMOS ultimately strengthens the
credibility and clarity of your work, ensuring your ideas are presented effectively and
accurately.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes
and Bibliography system and the Author-Date system in
Chicago style?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The Notes and
Bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes, while the Author-Date system
uses parenthetical citations in the text (Author Last Name, Year, page).



Q: When should | use the Notes and Bibliography
system versus the Author-Date system in my Chicago
style essay?

A: The Notes and Bibliography system is generally preferred in the humanities (literature,
history, arts), whereas the Author-Date system is more common in the social and natural
sciences. Always check the specific requirements of your assignment or publication.

Q: How do | format a book citation in a footnote using
the Notes and Bibliography system?

A: For the first mention of a book in a footnote, the format is generally: First Name Last
Name, Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), page number. For example: Jane
Doe, The History of Ideas (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2021), 55.

Q: What is the format for subsequent citations of the
same source in a footnote?

A: For subsequent citations of the same book, you typically use a shortened format: Last
Name, Shortened Title, page number. For example: Doe, History of Ideas, 112.

Q: How do | cite a website in Chicago style?

A: Citing websites in Chicago style can vary, but a common format for a webpage in a note
includes: First Name Last Name (if available), "Title of Page," Title of Website, publication
date (if available), accessed Month Day, Year, URL. In the bibliography, the format is similar
but usually omits the access date unless the content is likely to change.

Q: Can | use online citation generators for Chicago
style?

A: Yes, online citation generators can be helpful tools for creating Chicago style citations.
However, it is crucial to always double-check the generated citations against the official
Chicago Manual of Style guidelines, as these generators are not always perfectly accurate.

Q: What is the purpose of a bibliography in Chicago
style?

A: The bibliography in Chicago style serves as a comprehensive list of all sources consulted
for the essay. It is alphabetized by the author's last name and provides full publication

details, allowing readers to locate the original sources. In the Author-Date system, this list
is typically called a Reference List and includes only cited sources.



Q: Are there specific rules for formatting headings and
subheadings in a Chicago style essay?

A: While the Chicago Manual of Style offers general guidance, specific formatting for
headings and subheadings can vary. Typically, main headings are centered, and
subheadings might be aligned to the left. Consistency is key, and it's advisable to follow
any specific instructions provided by your instructor or publisher.
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