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The Chicago Manual of Style Economics Journal: Navigating Citation and Formatting

Introduction to the Chicago Manual of Style in
Economics Journals
chicago manual of style economics journal standards are paramount for academic rigor and
clarity in the field of economics. Adhering to a specific citation and formatting style ensures that
research is presented consistently, allowing readers to easily understand the methodology, sources,
and conclusions. This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of applying the Chicago
Manual of Style (CMOS) within economics journals, exploring its fundamental principles, common
applications, and specific requirements. We will examine how CMOS impacts everything from in-text
citations and bibliographical entries to the overall structure and presentation of economic research
papers. Understanding these stylistic nuances is not merely about following rules; it is about
contributing to the global conversation of economic scholarship with precision and credibility.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style
The Chicago Manual of Style is a widely respected and comprehensive style guide, originally
published by the University of Chicago Press. It provides detailed instructions on a broad range of
editorial and publishing practices, encompassing grammar, punctuation, and, crucially for academic
disciplines, citation and formatting. While not exclusively designed for economics, its adaptability
and thoroughness have made it a popular choice or a foundational influence for many journals within



the social sciences, including economics. Its strength lies in its detail, offering guidance on almost
every conceivable writing and publishing scenario.

Unlike some other style guides that are narrowly focused on specific disciplines, CMOS offers a dual
citation system. This flexibility allows authors and editors to select the system best suited to their
publication's needs and readership. For economics, this often means a preference for either the
author-date system or a more detailed notes-bibliography system, depending on the journal's specific
editorial policies. The manual itself is updated periodically to reflect changes in publishing practices
and linguistic evolution, ensuring its continued relevance.

Core Principles of CMOS in Economic Writing
At its heart, CMOS emphasizes clarity, consistency, and accuracy. For economics, this translates
into presenting data, theories, and arguments in a way that is unambiguous and easily verifiable.
The principles extend to how references are handled; a scholar’s work must be traceable, allowing
readers to consult original sources and assess the validity of claims. This is particularly vital in
economics, where empirical data and methodological rigor are central to the discipline's credibility.

Key to CMOS in economic writing are the meticulous details of presenting quantitative information,
mathematical equations, and statistical tables. While the core CMOS provides general guidelines,
economics journals often supplement these with specific requirements for displaying econometrics
results, figures, and graphs. Consistency in terminology, the use of abbreviations, and the formatting
of footnotes or endnotes are all critical components that contribute to the overall professionalism
and academic integrity of an economics paper submitted to a journal.

Citation Styles within CMOS: Notes-Bibliography and
Author-Date
The Chicago Manual of Style presents two primary citation systems: the Notes-Bibliography (NB)
system and the Author-Date (AD) system. The NB system utilizes footnotes or endnotes for citations,
with a corresponding bibliography at the end of the work. This system is often favored in disciplines
where extensive commentary or elaboration is frequently embedded within the text through notes.
The AD system, conversely, uses parenthetical in-text citations (Author Year, page number) and a
reference list at the end, which is generally preferred for its conciseness in scientific and social
science fields.

For economics journals, the Author-Date system is frequently the default or preferred method. Its
directness in linking specific claims to their source authors and publication years within the text
streamlines the reading process, especially when dealing with a large volume of citations common in
economic research. However, some economics journals may still opt for the Notes-Bibliography
system, especially if they anticipate extensive use of supplementary material or historical context
that would benefit from the detailed explanatory notes CMOS facilitates. Understanding which
system a target journal requires is a crucial first step for any author.

In-Text Citations for Economic Research
When employing the Author-Date system, in-text citations in economics journals typically follow the



format (Author Year). For instance, a citation might appear as (Keynes 1936). If specific information
from a particular page is being referenced, the page number is added: (Keynes 1936, 45). For
multiple authors, CMOS provides specific guidance: two authors are cited as (Smith and Jones
2020), while three or more are cited with the first author’s name followed by "et al.": (Garcia et al.
2018). Direct quotations must always include the page number.

The Notes-Bibliography system handles in-text references differently. A superscript number is
placed in the text immediately after the citation, corresponding to a numbered note (either footnote
or endnote). These notes then provide the full citation details. For subsequent citations of the same
source, a shortened form of the note is used, often including the author's last name, a shortened
title, and the page number. This system can be more cumbersome for dense citations but offers
greater flexibility for digressions and explanations within the notes themselves.

Bibliographical Entries for Economic Journals and
Other Sources
The bibliography or reference list, generated at the end of an economics paper, is a critical
component for any journal adhering to CMOS. For journal articles, the standard format in the
Author-Date system is: Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume
(Issue): Page numbers. Example: Mankiw, N. Gregory. 2017. "A Skeptical Examination of
Monetarism." Journal of Economic Perspectives 31 (3): 3–16. When a DOI (Digital Object Identifier)
is available, it is typically included at the end of the entry for easy online retrieval.

For books, the format is: Author Last Name, First Name. Year. Book Title. City: Publisher. Example:
Coase, Ronald H. 1960. "The Problem of Social Cost." In The Nature of the Firm: Origins, Evolution,
and Development, edited by Oliver E. Williamson and Sidney G. Winter, 157–188. New York: Oxford
University Press. The precise details required for different source types—working papers, edited
volumes, government reports, and web resources—are extensively detailed within the Chicago
Manual of Style, and economics journals will often have specific preferences for how these are
presented, especially for unpublished working papers common in the field.

Formatting Specifics for Economics Papers
Beyond citations, CMOS offers guidance on the overall structure and presentation of academic
papers, which is particularly relevant for economics journals. This includes rules for headings and
subheadings, ensuring a clear hierarchy of information. The placement and labeling of tables and
figures are also subject to stylistic conventions. Tables in economics often contain complex statistical
output or survey data, and their clarity is paramount. CMOS dictates clear titles, column headings,
and the appropriate use of units and symbols.

Mathematical equations and econometric models require careful formatting to ensure they are
correctly interpreted. CMOS provides guidelines on how to set equations, the use of symbols, and
their alignment within the text. Economics journals often have very specific requirements for how
these are presented, sometimes incorporating LaTeX formatting conventions. Even the way
abbreviations are introduced and used, such as for statistical significance levels (e.g., p < 0.05) or
common economic terms, is addressed, ensuring consistency across scholarly work.



Common Challenges and Solutions for CMOS in
Economics
One frequent challenge in applying CMOS to economics papers is the sheer volume and complexity
of citations. Econometric studies, in particular, often build upon a substantial body of previous
research, leading to numerous in-text references. To manage this, authors must be diligent in
tracking their sources and ensuring that every piece of information is accurately attributed. Utilizing
citation management software can greatly assist in generating bibliographies and in-text citations
that conform to CMOS standards, reducing the risk of errors.

Another common hurdle is the formatting of statistical tables and figures. Economics journals often
have their own specific templates or style sheets that dictate the precise layout and content of these
elements. Authors should consult the journal’s submission guidelines meticulously for any deviations
from or additions to the general CMOS rules. If unsure about how to format a particular type of data
or a complex equation, it is always advisable to consult recent issues of the target journal to see how
similar content has been presented.

The Evolving Landscape of Style Guides in Economics
The academic publishing world is constantly evolving, and style guides are no exception. While
CMOS remains a stalwart, the advent of digital publishing and the increased emphasis on data
transparency have introduced new considerations. Many economics journals are now embracing
digital object identifiers (DOIs) and encouraging authors to include links to replication data or online
appendices. The integration of these digital elements within traditional CMOS frameworks is an
ongoing development.

Furthermore, the rise of open-access publishing and pre-print servers means that authors may
encounter different stylistic expectations at various stages of the publication process. While the core
principles of clarity and accuracy espoused by CMOS remain universal, the specific implementation
can vary. Staying informed about the latest revisions of the Chicago Manual of Style and the
submission guidelines of target economics journals is essential for any scholar aiming to publish
their work effectively.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary advantage of using the Chicago Manual
of Style for economics journals?
A: The primary advantage of using the Chicago Manual of Style for economics journals is its
comprehensive nature and flexibility, particularly its dual citation system (Notes-Bibliography and
Author-Date), which allows journals to choose the style best suited for clarity and scholarly rigor in
presenting economic research.

Q: Is the Author-Date system or the Notes-Bibliography system



more common in economics journals that use CMOS?
A: The Author-Date system is generally more common in economics journals that use CMOS due to
its conciseness and directness in linking citations within the text to the reference list, which is often
preferred for the dense citation requirements in economic research.

Q: How does CMOS address the formatting of mathematical
equations and statistical tables in economics papers?
A: CMOS provides guidelines for formatting mathematical equations and statistical tables to ensure
clarity and consistency. Economics journals often supplement these with specific requirements for
presenting econometric results and data, emphasizing clear labeling, accurate units, and
appropriate symbols.

Q: What is the recommended format for citing a journal article
in the bibliography according to CMOS for economics?
A: According to CMOS, a journal article in the bibliography is typically formatted as: Author Last
Name, First Name. Year. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume (Issue): Page numbers. The DOI is
often included if available.

Q: How should multiple authors be cited in-text using the
Author-Date system in CMOS?
A: For two authors, cite as (Smith and Jones 2020). For three or more authors, cite the first author's
last name followed by "et al." and the year: (Garcia et al. 2018).

Q: Can I use citation management software when adhering to
the Chicago Manual of Style for economics journals?
A: Yes, using citation management software is highly recommended. Software like EndNote, Zotero,
or Mendeley can automate the generation of in-text citations and bibliographies, significantly
reducing errors and ensuring compliance with CMOS formatting for economics journals.

Q: What should I do if an economics journal has specific
formatting guidelines that differ from the general CMOS
rules?
A: You should always prioritize the specific submission guidelines provided by the economics journal.
These guidelines often represent modifications or additions to the general CMOS rules and are
essential for successful manuscript submission.



Q: Does CMOS cover how to cite online resources and working
papers commonly used in economics?
A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style provides detailed guidance on citing a wide array of source
types, including online resources, working papers, conference proceedings, and unpublished
materials, all of which are prevalent in economics research.

Q: How does CMOS promote academic integrity in economics
journals?
A: CMOS promotes academic integrity by ensuring that all sources are properly attributed through
meticulous citation practices, allowing readers to verify information, trace the lineage of ideas, and
assess the scholarly basis of economic arguments.

Q: Are there specific rules in CMOS for abbreviations used in
economics papers?
A: Yes, CMOS offers guidance on the appropriate use and introduction of abbreviations within
academic texts to maintain clarity and consistency. This includes standard statistical notations and
common economic acronyms.
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