
chicago manual of style conclusion
Mastering the Chicago Manual of Style Conclusion: Essential Guidelines and Best
Practices

chicago manual of style conclusion represents a pivotal stage in any scholarly or
professional writing project, demanding clarity, conciseness, and adherence to established
stylistic conventions. This article delves deep into the nuances of crafting an effective
conclusion within the framework of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), exploring its
critical role in summarizing arguments, reinforcing key findings, and offering final insights
to the reader. We will examine best practices for developing a strong closing statement,
the integration of citations within this final section, and common pitfalls to avoid when
finalizing your work according to CMOS guidelines. Understanding these elements is
paramount for any writer aiming for academic rigor and polished presentation.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Chicago Manual
of Style Conclusion

The conclusion in any academic or professional document serves as the final opportunity
to engage with your audience, leaving them with a clear and lasting impression of your
research or argument. Within the context of the Chicago Manual of Style, the conclusion is
not merely a summary but a synthesized presentation of your work's significance and
implications. It’s where you bring together the threads of your research, offering a sense
of closure while also prompting further thought or action.

A well-crafted conclusion, guided by CMOS principles, should reiterate your thesis or
central argument without simply repeating it. It should demonstrate how your evidence
and analysis support your main points and contribute to a broader understanding of the
topic. The goal is to provide a sense of completeness, ensuring the reader feels that the
journey through your text has led them to a logical and satisfying resolution.

Key Components of a Strong CMOS Conclusion

A robust conclusion, adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style, typically comprises several



essential elements that work in concert to achieve its purpose. These components, when
thoughtfully integrated, elevate the impact and persuasiveness of your final statements.

Restatement of the Thesis or Central Argument
While avoiding verbatim repetition, the conclusion should subtly restate the core
argument or thesis of your work. This serves to remind the reader of the primary objective
and how the subsequent discussion has fulfilled it. It’s about presenting the essence of
your claim in a fresh, conclusive manner, reinforcing the main takeaway.

Summary of Main Points and Findings
This involves briefly synthesizing the most crucial evidence, arguments, or findings
presented throughout the body of your text. The aim is not to introduce new information
but to connect the dots, showing how each part contributed to the overall thesis. A concise
overview helps solidify the reader’s understanding of your logical progression.

Discussion of Significance and Implications
Beyond simply summarizing, an effective conclusion addresses the broader significance of
your research. What does your work mean in the larger context of your field? What are the
implications of your findings? This section answers the "so what?" question, demonstrating
the impact and relevance of your contribution.

Suggestions for Future Research or Action
Depending on the nature of the work, a conclusion might offer avenues for future inquiry
or suggest practical actions based on the findings. This demonstrates a forward-looking
perspective and can spark further investigation or application of your research. It
acknowledges that knowledge is an ongoing process.

Best Practices for Writing Your Chicago Manual
of Style Conclusion

Crafting a compelling conclusion under the Chicago Manual of Style requires attention to
detail and a strategic approach. By following these best practices, writers can ensure their
concluding remarks are impactful and align with scholarly expectations.

Maintain a Clear and Concise Tone
The conclusion should be direct and to the point. Avoid vague language or overly complex



sentences that can obscure your meaning. Clarity is paramount, ensuring your final
thoughts are easily digestible and impactful for the reader.

Avoid Introducing New Evidence or Arguments
The conclusion is a time for synthesis and reflection, not for presenting novel ideas or
data. All supporting evidence and main arguments should have been fully developed in the
body of the text. Introducing new material here can weaken the sense of closure and
undermine your prior discussions.

Connect Back to the Introduction
A strong conclusion often echoes the introduction, creating a sense of completeness and
thematic coherence. Referencing the initial hook or question posed in the introduction can
provide a satisfying sense of resolution for the reader.

End with a Strong, Memorable Statement
The final sentence or two should resonate with the reader. This might be a thought-
provoking question, a powerful call to action, or a statement that encapsulates the essence
of your work's contribution. It’s your last chance to make a lasting impression.

Integrating Citations in Your CMOS Conclusion

The Chicago Manual of Style provides specific guidance on how to handle citations within
the conclusion. While the primary purpose is to synthesize and conclude, referencing
sources remains crucial to uphold academic integrity and acknowledge the work of others.

When to Cite
Citations are generally required in the conclusion when you:

Restate or refer to specific findings or arguments from sources previously discussed.

Make claims that are not common knowledge and rely on external evidence.

Directly quote or paraphrase material from a source, even in a summarized context.



Citation Styles in the Conclusion
Chicago Manual of Style offers two main citation systems: notes-bibliography and author-
date. Whichever system you are employing, consistency is key. If using the notes-
bibliography system, footnotes or endnotes will appear as necessary. For the author-date
system, parenthetical citations will be used.

Minimizing Citations for General Synthesis
When synthesizing widely accepted ideas or the general conclusions of your own research
without referencing a specific external source for each statement, extensive citation might
not be necessary. However, if a particular point of synthesis can be traced back to a
foundational source, a citation is appropriate to give credit.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in a Chicago Manual
of Style Conclusion

Writers often make similar errors when drafting their conclusions, which can detract from
the overall effectiveness of their work. Understanding these common pitfalls, particularly
in the context of the Chicago Manual of Style, can help ensure a polished final product.

The "So What?" Gap
A frequent error is failing to adequately explain the significance or implications of the
research. A conclusion that merely summarizes without addressing the broader impact
leaves the reader questioning the value of the work.

Introducing New Information
As mentioned, bringing in new data, arguments, or evidence in the conclusion is a major
misstep. It suggests the author hasn't fully developed their ideas within the main body of
the text.

Apologetic or Weak Language
Avoid phrases like "I think," "perhaps," or "it might be" if they convey uncertainty about
your own findings. The conclusion should project confidence in the research conducted.

Overly Long or Repetitive Summaries
A conclusion should be concise. Lengthy recitations of every point made throughout the



paper can be tedious and redundant. Focus on the most impactful elements.

Lack of a Strong Closing Statement
Ending abruptly or with a weak, anticlimactic sentence can diminish the overall impact of
the paper. The final statement should provide a sense of finality and leave a lasting
impression.

Final Thoughts on Concluding Your Work with
CMOS Standards

The conclusion is the final word, the lingering impression your work leaves with its
readers. Adhering to the guidelines of the Chicago Manual of Style for your conclusion
ensures that this final impression is one of clarity, rigor, and academic integrity. By
carefully synthesizing your arguments, highlighting the significance of your findings, and
avoiding common pitfalls, you can effectively bring your scholarly or professional endeavor
to a satisfying and impactful close. Remember that a strong conclusion not only
summarizes but also elevates your work, solidifying its place within the broader academic
discourse.

Q: What is the primary purpose of a conclusion
according to the Chicago Manual of Style?
A: The primary purpose of a conclusion according to the Chicago Manual of Style is to
provide a sense of closure by summarizing the main arguments and findings, reiterating
the thesis without verbatim repetition, and discussing the significance and implications of
the work. It should leave the reader with a clear understanding of the research's
contribution and impact.

Q: Should I introduce new evidence in my Chicago
Manual of Style conclusion?
A: No, you should not introduce new evidence or arguments in your conclusion according
to the Chicago Manual of Style. The conclusion is meant to synthesize and reflect upon the
information already presented in the body of your text, not to present novel material.

Q: How do I restate my thesis in the conclusion without
being repetitive according to CMOS?
A: To restate your thesis without repetition in a Chicago Manual of Style conclusion, focus
on rephrasing the core idea using different wording and emphasizing its fulfillment
through the presented research. You can also connect it to the broader significance or



implications you discuss.

Q: When is it necessary to include citations in the
conclusion section under Chicago Manual of Style?
A: Citations are necessary in the Chicago Manual of Style conclusion when you refer to
specific findings, data, or arguments from external sources, or when you directly quote or
paraphrase material. Even when synthesizing your own research, if a particular conclusion
is heavily reliant on a specific prior source, citation is appropriate.

Q: What are some common errors to avoid when writing
a Chicago Manual of Style conclusion?
A: Common errors to avoid include introducing new information, failing to explain the
significance of the research, using apologetic or weak language, providing overly long or
repetitive summaries, and ending without a strong, memorable statement.

Q: How should the length of a conclusion compare to
the rest of the paper in CMOS?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style does not prescribe an exact length for a conclusion, but it
should be proportionate to the overall length and complexity of the paper. It should be
concise and impactful, typically shorter than the body but substantial enough to fulfill its
purpose.

Q: Can a Chicago Manual of Style conclusion include
suggestions for future research?
A: Yes, a Chicago Manual of Style conclusion can and often should include suggestions for
future research or action, especially in academic papers. This demonstrates a forward-
looking perspective and highlights the ongoing nature of inquiry in the field.
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