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Understanding Chicago Manual of Style Citing
Graphics Style

Chicago manual of style citing graphics style provides essential guidelines
for authors and researchers to properly attribute and present visual elements
within their work. Whether you are incorporating photographs, illustrations,
charts, or tables, adhering to these standards ensures clarity, academic
integrity, and professional presentation. This comprehensive guide will delve
into the intricacies of Chicago style for citing graphics, covering
everything from basic principles to specific examples for various types of
visual materials. We will explore the importance of providing sufficient
information for your readers to locate the source of any graphic, the
distinct approaches for different media, and the nuances of formatting
captions and bibliographical entries. Mastering the Chicago manual of style
for citing graphics is crucial for avoiding plagiarism and enhancing the
credibility of your research and publications.
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Key Principles of Chicago Manual of Style
Citing Graphics

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) emphasizes clarity, accuracy, and the
ability for readers to easily identify the source of any visual material.
When citing graphics, the primary goal is to provide enough information so
that anyone interested can find and consult the original source. This
involves understanding what constitutes a "graphic" in this context, which
broadly includes any visual element that is not simply decorative. This
encompasses photographs, illustrations, maps, diagrams, charts, graphs, and



even tables that present data visually. Each of these may require slightly
different approaches, but the underlying principle of clear attribution
remains constant.

Proper citation of graphics prevents plagiarism and acknowledges the
intellectual property of the creators. It demonstrates respect for copyright
and ethical research practices. Furthermore, well-cited graphics lend
authority and credibility to your own work by showing that you have based
your arguments or findings on reliable and properly attributed sources. The
CMOS offers flexibility, allowing authors to choose between two primary
citation systems: notes and bibliography, or author-date. While both are
valid, the approach to citing graphics will be similar in terms of the
information provided, with variations in how that information is presented
within the text.

Citing Various Types of Graphics

The Chicago Manual of Style recognizes that different types of graphics will
necessitate tailored citation methods. Understanding these distinctions is
vital for accurate referencing. For instance, a photograph found in a book
will require different attribution details than a custom-made chart generated
from data.

Photographs and Illustrations

When citing a photograph or illustration, whether it is from a book,
magazine, or online source, you need to provide information that allows the
reader to identify the image and its origin. This typically includes the
photographer or artist, the title of the work (if applicable), the date of
creation or publication, and the source from which it was obtained. If the
image is part of a larger publication, you will also need to specify the page
number or figure number where it appears.

For online images, the URL and date of access are crucial, as online content
can change or disappear. The CMOS generally prefers citing physical
publications over online reproductions if both are available, but online
sources are common and acceptable when necessary. It is important to
distinguish between an image created by the author and one sourced from
elsewhere. If an author creates their own illustration or takes their own
photograph, they may still need to cite the source of any underlying data or
inspiration, but the image itself does not require external attribution in
the same way.

Charts and Graphs

Charts and graphs, often created to present statistical data or
relationships, require clear attribution to the source of the data and the



method of presentation. If you are reproducing a chart or graph from another
publication, you must cite that publication. The citation should include the
title of the chart or graph, the source publication details (author, title,

publisher, date, page/figure number), and potentially information about the

original data source if it is also cited.

If you are creating your own chart or graph based on data from a specific
source, you should clearly indicate this in the caption. For example, a
caption might read: "Figure 1. Annual Sales Trends (1990-2020), based on data
from the U.S. Census Bureau." In such cases, the data source itself would be
cited in the bibliography or notes, and the caption clarifies the origin of
the presented information.

Tables

Similar to charts and graphs, tables present data in an organized format.
When citing a table from another source, the attribution should be detailed,
including the table's number or title, the source publication, and any
relevant page or figure numbers. The goal is to allow the reader to find the
exact table being referenced.

If you are constructing your own table using data from a source, your caption
should clearly state the origin of the data. For example: "Table 2.
Population Demographics by Region, 2022 (Source: National Statistical
Office)." This ensures that the reader understands where the information
presented in your table originates, even if you have organized or reformatted
it yourself.

Formatting Captions and Notes

In Chicago style, captions for graphics are crucial for providing context and
citation information directly with the visual element. These captions are
typically placed beneath the graphic and are numbered consecutively
throughout the text (e.g., Figure 1, Figure 2, Table 1, Table 2).

A well-formatted caption usually includes the following components:

e A number (e.g., Figure 1)
e A descriptive title or brief explanation of the graphic's content

e The source information, which can vary in detail depending on the type
of graphic and whether a full bibliography entry is provided elsewhere.

e Information about copyright or permissions, if applicable.

For example, a caption for a photograph might look like this: "Figure 1.



Portrait of Jane Austen, circa 1815. (From Jane Austen: A Life by Claire
Tomalin, 1997, p. 123.)"

When a full bibliography is used, the caption can be more concise, with the
complete source details found in the bibliography. However, even in a
bibliography system, it is good practice to provide at least the author and
title of the source in the caption for immediate clarity. For online
graphics, the caption might include the URL and the date accessed. The CMOS
encourages consistency in caption formatting throughout a document.

Bibliographical Entries for Graphics

Regardless of whether you are using the notes-bibliography or author-date
system, graphics cited in your text must also be accounted for in your
bibliography or reference list. The entry for a graphic in the bibliography
should provide all necessary information for the reader to locate the
original source.

Entries for Published Graphics

For graphics published within books, journals, or other traditional media,
the bibliographical entry will closely mirror the citation for the
publication itself, with specific attention to the graphic's location. For
instance, if you reproduce a photograph from a book, the entry might include
the photographer, the title of the photograph (if any), the book's author and
title, publication details, and the page number where the photograph appears.

An example for a photograph in a book might be: Austen, Jane. Portrait of
Jane Austen, circa 1815. In Jane Austen: A Life, by Claire Tomalin, 123. New
York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1997.

Entries for Online Graphics

Citing online graphics requires including a URL and the date of access. The
entry should list the creator or source of the image, the title of the image
(if available), the website name, and the URL. The date of access is crucial
because web content can be updated or removed.

An example for an online image: "The Starry Night." Painting by Vincent van
Gogh. Museum of Modern Art. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.moma.org/collection/works/79802.

Entries for Custom-Created Graphics

If you create your own graphic based on sourced data, your bibliographical
entry should cite the original data source. The caption within your text will



indicate that the graphic was created by you based on this data. The
bibliography entry would then look similar to citing any other published work
that provides that data.

Best Practices for Graphic Integration

Integrating graphics effectively into your work goes beyond just citation. It
involves strategic placement, clear labeling, and ensuring the graphic
genuinely contributes to your text. Graphics should always be placed as close
as possible to their first mention in the text to maintain logical flow and
reader comprehension. Avoid placing them on pages far removed from their
discussion.

Ensure that all graphics are legible and of sufficient resolution for the
intended medium, whether print or digital. Before including any graphic,
always check copyright and reproduction permissions. Many images, even
historical ones, may still be protected by copyright or require attribution
to institutions or estates. Failing to secure necessary permissions can lead
to legal issues and ethical breaches.

The text should actively refer to and analyze the graphics. Do not simply
insert a graphic and expect the reader to understand its significance. Your
writing should guide the reader's attention to key elements within the
graphic and explain how it supports your arguments or illustrates your
points. This active engagement with visual elements enhances the overall
impact and persuasiveness of your work.

FAQ Section

Q: What is the primary purpose of citing graphics in
the Chicago Manual of Style?

A: The primary purpose of citing graphics in the Chicago Manual of Style is
to give credit to the original creator or source of the visual material,

prevent plagiarism, and allow readers to locate and verify the information
presented in the graphic.

Q: Do I need to cite every graphic I use, even if
it's a simple diagram I created?

A: If you create a simple diagram yourself without using any external sources
for data or inspiration, you typically do not need to cite it. However, if
the diagram is based on data or concepts from another source, you must cite
that source.



Q: How does the Chicago Manual of Style
differentiate between citing a photograph and a
chart?

A: While both require proper attribution, the specific information provided
for a photograph might focus on the photographer, the title of the artwork,
and the collection it belongs to, whereas a chart citation would emphasize
the source of the data and the publication where the chart appears.

Q: What is the role of the caption when citing
graphics in Chicago style?

A: The caption serves as the immediate identifier for the graphic, providing
a number, a brief description, and essential source information. It is the
first point of reference for the reader regarding the visual element.

Q: Can I use a graphic found online without
permission?

A: Using a graphic found online without proper permission and citation can
infringe on copyright. You must always check the terms of use and copyright
status of online images and obtain necessary permissions before use.

Q: What information should be included in a
bibliographical entry for a graphic?

A: A bibliographical entry should include the creator's name, the title of
the graphic, the source publication details (author, title, publisher, date,
page/figure number), and for online graphics, the URL and access date.

Q: If I adapt a graphic from another source, how

should I cite it?

A: If you adapt a graphic, your caption and/or bibliography should clearly
indicate that it is an adaptation. You still need to cite the original source
and may need to mention the nature of your adaptation, such as "Adapted
from..." or "Based on..."
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