
chicago manual of style citation examples
Mastering Chicago Manual of Style Citation Examples for Academic and Professional Writing

chicago manual of style citation examples are crucial for anyone engaging in academic research,
scholarly publication, or professional writing that demands rigorous attribution. The Chicago Manual of
Style (CMOS) offers two distinct citation systems: the Notes and Bibliography (NB) system, favored in
the humanities, and the Author-Date system, prevalent in the sciences and social sciences.
Understanding and correctly applying these citation styles ensures academic integrity, avoids
plagiarism, and allows readers to easily locate your sources. This comprehensive guide will delve into
the intricacies of both systems, providing detailed chicago manual of style citation examples for
various source types, from books and journal articles to websites and archival materials. We will
explore common challenges and offer clear solutions, empowering you to confidently navigate the
world of CMOS citations.
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Understanding the Two Chicago Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style presents two equally valid, yet distinct, approaches to citing sources. The
choice between the Notes and Bibliography (NB) system and the Author-Date system often depends
on the conventions of a particular academic discipline or publication. Recognizing which system is
required is the first step toward accurate citation. The NB system utilizes numbered notes (footnotes
or endnotes) within the text, with a comprehensive bibliography appearing at the end of the work.
Conversely, the Author-Date system uses parenthetical in-text citations that include the author’s last
name and the year of publication, followed by a reference list at the end.

The Notes and Bibliography (NB) System



The Notes and Bibliography (NB) system is characterized by its use of superscript numbers within the
text that correspond to detailed notes at the bottom of the page (footnotes) or at the end of the
document (endnotes). This system is particularly well-suited for works in the humanities, such as
literature, history, and art history, where extensive commentary or reference to multiple passages
within a single source might occur. The notes provide a direct link to the source material and can also
accommodate explanatory comments or digressions that might interrupt the flow of the main text.

The Author-Date System

The Author-Date system, on the other hand, is favored in fields like the social sciences, natural
sciences, and some areas of the humanities. Its strength lies in its conciseness and clarity for readers
seeking to quickly identify the source of a claim. The in-text citation, typically appearing in
parentheses, immediately follows the information being cited and includes the author's last name and
the year of publication. This allows for rapid verification of sources without requiring the reader to
consult a separate footnote or endnote section. The corresponding reference list at the end provides
full bibliographic details for every source cited in the text.

Notes and Bibliography (NB) System: In-Text Citations
and Footnotes/Endnotes

In the NB system, in-text citations are indicated by a superscript Arabic numeral placed after the
relevant quotation or paraphrased information, immediately before any punctuation. If a citation
applies to an entire sentence or clause, the numeral should be placed at the end. The first time a
source is cited, the note provides full bibliographic information. Subsequent citations of the same
source can be shortened, often using just the author’s last name, a shortened title, and the page
number.

Key Elements of a Bibliography Entry (NB System)

A bibliography entry in the NB system aims to provide complete and consistent bibliographic
information for every source used in the text. While the order and punctuation can vary slightly
depending on the source type, core components typically include the author's name, the title of the
work, publication information (such as city of publication, publisher, and year), and for articles, the
journal title, volume, issue, and page numbers. The goal is to enable readers to locate the exact
source consulted.

Chicago Manual of Style Citation Examples: Books (NB
System)

When citing a book in a bibliography using the NB system, the author’s name is listed in reverse order
(last name, first name). The title of the book is italicized. Publication details follow, including the city
of publication, publisher, and the year of publication. For example, a typical book entry would look like



this:

Smith, John. The History of Citation Styles. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020.

In-text footnotes or endnotes for the same book would include more complete information on the first
mention and shortened information thereafter.

Footnote 1: John Smith, The History of Citation Styles (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 45.
Footnote 2: Smith, History of Citation Styles, 112.

Chicago Manual of Style Citation Examples: Journal Articles
(NB System)

Citing a journal article requires specific details about the publication itself. In the bibliography, the
author’s name is followed by the article title in quotation marks. The journal title is italicized, and then
comes the volume number, issue number, the year of publication in parentheses, and the page range
of the article.

Doe, Jane. "The Evolution of Academic Publishing." Journal of Scholarly Communication 15, no. 2
(2022): 150-175.

The corresponding footnote or endnote would follow a similar pattern but might be more condensed
for subsequent citations.

Footnote 1: Jane Doe, "The Evolution of Academic Publishing," Journal of Scholarly Communication 15,
no. 2 (2022): 160.
Footnote 2: Doe, "Evolution of Academic Publishing," 172.

Chicago Manual of Style Citation Examples: Websites and
Online Sources (NB System)

Citing online sources requires attention to details that help readers access the material. In the
bibliography, include the author (if available), the title of the specific page or article, the website
name, the publication date (if available), and the URL. It is also highly recommended to include a
retrieval date.

University of Chicago Press. "About the Chicago Manual of Style." Chicago Manual of Style Online,
accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/about.html.

Footnotes for online sources would typically mirror this information, potentially with a more direct link
to the specific page.

Footnote 1: University of Chicago Press, "About the Chicago Manual of Style," Chicago Manual of Style
Online, accessed October 26, 2023, https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/about.html.



Chicago Manual of Style Citation Examples: Other Common
Sources (NB System)

Beyond books and articles, various other sources demand precise citation. This includes book
chapters, edited volumes, dissertations, interviews, and even unpublished materials. Each type has
specific formatting requirements. For a chapter in an edited book, for instance, you would list the
chapter author, followed by the chapter title in quotation marks, then "in" followed by the editor(s)
name(s), the title of the book (italicized), and the page range of the chapter.

Brown, David. "Methodologies in Social Research." In Contemporary Research Methods, edited by
Sarah Lee and Mark Green, 78-102. New York: Academic Press, 2021.

Author-Date System: In-Text Citations and Reference
List

The Author-Date system simplifies in-text citations by embedding them directly within the narrative.
The format is typically (Author Last Name Year, Page Number). For example, a statement might be
followed by (Smith 2020, 45). If the author's name is mentioned in the sentence, only the year and
page number are needed in parentheses: Smith noted that (2020, 112). This system ensures that
readers can immediately identify the origin of information.

Key Elements of a Reference List Entry (Author-Date System)

The reference list in the Author-Date system serves as a comprehensive inventory of all sources cited
in the text. Unlike the bibliography in the NB system, the reference list is typically alphabetized by the
author's last name. Each entry provides the full bibliographic details necessary for readers to locate
the original source. The emphasis is on clarity and direct access to information.

Chicago Manual of Style Citation Examples: Books (Author-
Date System)

In the Author-Date system, book citations in the reference list begin with the author’s last name,
followed by their first name. The publication year appears in parentheses immediately after the
author's name. The title of the book is italicized, followed by the place of publication and the
publisher.

Smith, John. 2020. The History of Citation Styles. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

The in-text citation would appear as (Smith 2020, 45).



Chicago Manual of Style Citation Examples: Journal Articles
(Author-Date System)

For journal articles in the Author-Date system reference list, the author's name is followed by the
publication year in parentheses. The article title is not in quotation marks, and the journal title is
italicized. Volume and issue numbers, along with the page range, are then provided.

Doe, Jane. 2022. "The Evolution of Academic Publishing." Journal of Scholarly Communication 15 (2):
150-175.

The in-text citation would be (Doe 2022, 160).

Chicago Manual of Style Citation Examples: Websites and
Online Sources (Author-Date System)

When citing websites and online sources in the Author-Date system, aim for clarity and accessibility.
Include the author (if known), the publication year, the title of the specific page or article, the website
name, and the URL. A retrieval date is still recommended.

University of Chicago Press. 2023. "About the Chicago Manual of Style." Chicago Manual of Style
Online. Accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/about.html.

The in-text citation might look like (University of Chicago Press 2023).

Chicago Manual of Style Citation Examples: Other Common
Sources (Author-Date System)

Similar to the NB system, the Author-Date system accommodates a wide array of source types. For a
chapter in an edited book, the entry would begin with the chapter author's name, followed by the
publication year, the chapter title, and then the editors and book title information.

Brown, David. 2021. "Methodologies in Social Research." In Contemporary Research Methods, edited
by Sarah Lee and Mark Green, 78-102. New York: Academic Press.

The in-text citation would be (Brown 2021, 85).

Navigating Complex Citation Scenarios

While the core principles of Chicago style are straightforward, real-world research often presents
complex scenarios. This can include citing multiple authors, works with no author, corporate authors,
electronic books with stable URLs, and even legal or government documents. Each situation requires
careful attention to the specific rules outlined in the Chicago Manual of Style to ensure accuracy. For
instance, when citing a work with three or more authors in the NB system's bibliography, you list all



authors. In the Author-Date system's reference list, you list the first author followed by "et al." after
the initial publication.

Ensuring Accuracy with Multiple Authors

Citing works with multiple authors requires adherence to specific formatting conventions. For the NB
system's bibliography, list all authors in the order they appear on the title page, separated by
commas and with "and" before the last author. If a work has three or more authors in the Author-Date
system's reference list, the convention is to list the first author followed by "et al." in the in-text
citation and in the reference list entry.

Citing Sources Without Authors or Corporate Authors

When a source lacks an individual author, the citation typically begins with the title of the work. For
the NB system's bibliography, the title is followed by the publication information. In the Author-Date
system's reference list, the title comes first, followed by the publication year. Corporate authors, such
as organizations or government agencies, are treated as authors and listed by their organizational
name.

Consistency is Key in Chicago Style Citation

The most critical aspect of employing the Chicago Manual of Style, regardless of whether you choose
the Notes and Bibliography or the Author-Date system, is unwavering consistency. Once you select a
system, adhere to its rules meticulously throughout your entire document. Inconsistent citation
practices can confuse readers, undermine your credibility, and potentially lead to accusations of
plagiarism. Regularly consulting the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style is advisable for any
writer aiming for the highest standards of academic and professional presentation.

Q: What is the main difference between the Notes and
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system in Chicago
style?
A: The primary difference lies in how in-text citations are presented. The Notes and Bibliography (NB)
system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes, while the Author-Date system uses parenthetical
citations in the text that include the author's last name and the publication year. Both systems
conclude with a comprehensive list of sources (bibliography for NB, reference list for Author-Date).

Q: When should I use the Notes and Bibliography system



versus the Author-Date system in Chicago style?
A: The choice often depends on your field or the publication's requirements. The Notes and
Bibliography system is traditional in the humanities (literature, history, art history), allowing for more
extensive commentary. The Author-Date system is common in the sciences and social sciences,
prioritizing conciseness and quick source identification.

Q: How do I cite a book with multiple authors in the Chicago
Manual of Style?
A: For the Notes and Bibliography system's bibliography, list all authors in the order they appear on
the title page. For the Author-Date system's reference list, list the first author followed by "et al." if
there are three or more authors. In-text citations also follow similar rules based on the number of
authors.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a website in Chicago style,
and do I need a retrieval date?
A: When citing a website, include the author (if known), the title of the specific page, the website
name, publication or last updated date (if available), and the URL. Including a retrieval date (the date
you accessed the information) is highly recommended for online sources, as web content can change.

Q: How do I handle citing the same source multiple times
within a short space in the Notes and Bibliography system?
A: The first time a source is cited, the note provides full bibliographic information. For subsequent
citations of the same source, you can use a shortened form, typically including the author's last name,
a shortened title of the work (if necessary), and the specific page number. The Latin abbreviation
"ibid." can sometimes be used for consecutive citations of the exact same source and page.

Q: Does Chicago style require italics for book titles?
A: Yes, in both the Notes and Bibliography system and the Author-Date system, book titles are
italicized in both the in-text notes/citations and in the final bibliography/reference list. Article titles,
however, are typically enclosed in quotation marks.

Q: What is the format for an in-text citation in the Author-
Date system when the author's name is part of the sentence?
A: If the author's name is already mentioned in the sentence, you only need to provide the publication
year and the page number (if applicable) in parentheses immediately following the mention of the
author or the relevant information. For example, "As Smith argues (2020, 55), this theory..."
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