chicago manual of style citation
examples footnotes

Mastering Chicago Manual of Style Citation Examples for Footnotes

chicago manual of style citation examples footnotes serve as the bedrock for
academic integrity and scholarly communication, ensuring that all sources are
properly attributed. Navigating the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of
Style (CMOS) can be daunting, especially when it comes to the precise
formatting of footnotes, a crucial element for detailed referencing. This
comprehensive guide delves into the core principles and practical
applications of CMOS footnote citations, providing clear, actionable examples
for a variety of source types. We will explore the anatomy of a footnote, the
distinction between notes and bibliography entries, and offer detailed
instructions for citing books, articles, websites, and more. By mastering
these citation examples, writers can confidently present their research with
clarity and adherence to scholarly standards.
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Understanding Chicago Style Footnotes
The Purpose and Significance of Footnotes

Footnotes, as defined by the Chicago Manual of Style, serve a dual purpose:
to cite sources and to provide supplementary information without disrupting
the flow of the main text. They offer a nuanced way to acknowledge the
intellectual debts incurred during research, allowing readers to verify the
information presented and explore the original sources. This meticulous
attention to attribution is fundamental to academic honesty, preventing
plagiarism and bolstering the credibility of the author's work. The system
provides a clear and consistent method for referencing, which is vital in
scholarly discourse.

When to Use Footnotes in Chicago Style

Chicago style offers two primary systems for citation: the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system. This article focuses exclusively on the
notes-bibliography system, where footnotes are paramount. Footnotes are
generally preferred in fields such as history, literature, and the arts,
where extensive quotation, commentary, and the need for detailed source
explanation are common. They allow for in-text parenthetical interruptions to
be minimized, preserving the narrative or argumentative flow of the prose.

The Anatomy of a Chicago Footnote

Key Components of a Footnote Entry



A typical Chicago footnote entry comprises several essential components,
arranged in a specific order. While variations exist depending on the source
type, the fundamental elements remain consistent. Understanding these
components is the first step toward accurate citation.

Author's Name: Presented in first name, last name order.

Title of the Work: Italicized for books and pamphlets, enclosed in quotation
marks for articles, essays, and chapters.

Publication Information: This includes the city of publication, publisher,
and year of publication for books. For articles, it would include the Jjournal
title, volume, issue, and date.

Page Numbers: The specific page or range of pages from which the information
is drawn.

Punctuation and Formatting Conventions

Adhering to correct punctuation and capitalization is critical for Chicago
style footnotes. Commas, periods, and quotation marks must be placed
precisely as dictated by the manual.

The first footnote for a given source typically includes full publication
details.

Subsequent footnotes for the same source can be shortened to include only the
author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number.

Superscript numbers in the text correspond directly to the numbered footnotes
at the bottom of the page.

Basic Footnote Citation Examples
General Principles for All Footnotes

Before diving into specific source types, it's essential to grasp the
overarching principles of footnote formatting. The goal is clarity and
conciseness, providing enough information for the reader to locate the source
without unnecessary verbosity.

Superscript Numbers: Place a superscript number immediately after the word or
phrase that requires citation.

Placement of Punctuation: Punctuation marks that immediately follow the cited
text (e.g., periods, commas, question marks) should appear before the
superscript number. However, for footnotes, the superscript number is
typically placed after the punctuation.

First Reference vs. Subsequent References: The first time a source is cited
in a paper, the footnote should be complete. All subsequent citations of the
same source can be shortened.

Shortened Footnote Format

When citing a source that has already been fully cited, a shortened format is
used. This saves space and reduces repetition. The standard shortened
footnote includes the author's last name, a brief version of the title, and
the page number.

Example: 3. Smith, History of Chicago, 45.

Citing Books in Footnotes

A Complete Book Citation



Citing a book in a footnote requires specific details about the author,
title, and publication. The initial citation should be comprehensive.

1. John Smith, The Art of Citation: A Guide to Academic Referencing (New
York: Academic Press, 2022), 78.

A Previously Cited Book

Once a book has been fully cited, subsequent references can be abbreviated.
2. Smith, Art of Citation, 112.

A Book with Multiple Authors

For works with two or three authors, all names are included. For four or
more, only the first author's name followed by "et al." is used.

1. Jane Doe and Richard Roe, Collaborative Research Methods (London:
University Press, 2021), 55.
2. Doe and Roe, Collaborative Research, 98.

A Chapter or Essay in an Edited Book

Citing a specific part of a larger work requires including the chapter
author, chapter title, and the details of the edited book.

1. Emily Carter, "The Evolution of Footnotes," in Scholarly Practices, ed.
David Lee (Chicago: University Publishing House, 2020), 150.

2. Carter, "Evolution of Footnotes," 165.

An Anonymous Book

If a book lacks an author, the citation begins with the title.

1. A History of Modern Typography (New York: Typefoundry, 2019), 22.
2. Modern Typography, 45.

Citing Journal Articles in Footnotes
A Complete Journal Article Citation

Journal articles are a common source type, and their citation format is
specific.

1. Sarah Chen, "The Impact of Digital Media on Academic Writing," Journal of
Scholarly Communication 15, no. 3 (Fall 2023): 301.

A Previously Cited Journal Article

Similar to books, subsequent citations of journal articles are shortened.
2. Chen, "Digital Media," 305.

Articles with Page Numbers Spanning Multiple Issues

When an article begins in one issue and continues in another, this should be
indicated.

1. Michael Brown, "Quantitative Analysis in Social Science," Sociological



Review 40, no. 1 (Spring 2022): 50-65.
2. Brown, "Quantitative Analysis," 58.

Articles Found Online

For articles accessed online, the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is
preferred. If no DOI is available, the URL and access date are provided.

1. Olivia Garcia, "Global Economic Trends," International Business Journal
22, no. 4 (Winter 2023): 180-195, doi:10.1080/00207179.2023.2287654.

2. Garcia, "Global Economic Trends," 188.

Citing Websites and Online Sources in Footnotes

Citing a Web Page

Citing websites requires providing as much identifying information as
possible, including the author (if available), title of the page, website
name, publication or last updated date, and the URL.

1. Emily Davis, "Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style," Chicago Manual
of Style Online, updated October 15, 2023,
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/about/history.html.

2. Davis, "Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style."

Citing a Blog Post

Blog posts are treated similarly to web pages, with specific attention to the
author and date.

1. David Lee, "The Future of Footnotes," Academic Insights Blog, November 1,
2023, https://www.academicinsights.com/blog/future-of-footnotes.

2. Lee, "Future of Footnotes."

Citing an Online Video or Audio Recording

For multimedia content, identify the creator, title, platform, and URL.

1. National Geographic, "The Great Migration: An African Journey," YouTube
video, posted October 20, 2023, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=examplevideo.
2. National Geographic, "The Great Migration."

Citing Other Source Types in Footnotes

Citing a Newspaper Article

Newspaper citations include the author, article title, newspaper name, date,
and page number.

1. Robert Johnson, "City Council Debates New Zoning Laws," Chicago Tribune,
October 28, 2023, sec. B, p. 3.
2. Johnson, "City Council Debates."

Citing a Thesis or Dissertation

For unpublished academic work, specific details about the institution and
date are required.

1. Laura Miller, "A Study of Eighteenth-Century American Literature" (PhD



diss., University of Illinois, 2022), 110.
2. Miller, "Eighteenth-Century American Literature," 150.

Citing Unpublished Material

Personal correspondence or manuscripts require careful identification.

1. Letter from Eleanor Vance to Thomas Grant, June 12, 1955, Grant Family
Papers, Box 7, Folder 3, University Archives.

2. Vance to Grant, June 12, 1955.

Notes vs. Bibliography: Key Differences

The Purpose of the Bibliography

While footnotes provide immediate source attribution, a bibliography at the
end of a paper offers a comprehensive list of all sources consulted,
regardless of whether they were directly cited. This allows readers to get a
broader sense of the research undertaken.

Formatting Differences

The primary difference lies in the order of author names and the inclusion of
publication details.

Footnotes: First name first, include page numbers of specific citations.
Bibliography: Last name first, list all works alphabetically, include full
publication details without specific page numbers (unless citing a range for
an entire work).

For example, a book cited in a footnote as:

1. John Smith, The Art of Citation: A Guide to Academic Referencing (New
York: Academic Press, 2022), 78.

Would appear in the bibliography as:

Smith, John. The Art of Citation: A Guide to Academic Referencing. New York:
Academic Press, 2022.

Common Footnote Citation Challenges

Handling Repetitive Citations

The use of "ibid." (short for ibidem, meaning "in the same place") can be
employed when citing the immediately preceding source consecutively. However,
CMOS 17th edition advises using shortened notes over "ibid." for clarity and
consistency.

1. John Smith, The Art of Citation: A Guide to Academic Referencing (New
York: Academic Press, 2022), 78.

2. Ibid., 80. (This is acceptable but a shortened note is often preferred).
3. Smith, Art of Citation, 95. (Preferred subsequent citation).

Citing Sources with No Author or Publication Date

When information is missing, the citation should reflect this.

No Author: Begin with the title.



No Publication Date: Use "n.d." (no date).
Ensuring Accuracy and Consistency

The most critical aspect of Chicago style citation is meticulous accuracy and
unwavering consistency. Double-checking every detail—from punctuation to
author names—is essential for scholarly integrity. Practicing with wvarious
source types and referring to the official Chicago Manual of Style are the
best ways to master its complexities.

Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Manual of Style Citation Examples
Footnotes

Q: What is the primary difference between a footnote
and a bibliography entry in Chicago style?

A: The primary difference lies in the order of the author's name and the
level of detail. Footnotes begin with the author's first name, last name, and
include the specific page number (s) of the cited material. Bibliographies
list authors by last name first, are alphabetized, and typically include full
publication details without specific page numbers unless the entire work is
being referenced.

Q: When should I use a shortened footnote in Chicago
style?

A: You should use a shortened footnote for any subsequent citation of a
source that has already been fully cited. This includes the author's last
name, a concise version of the title (italicized for books, in quotation
marks for articles), and the specific page number(s). This convention helps
to reduce redundancy and improve readability.

Q: How do I cite a website in a Chicago style
footnote if there is no author listed?

A: If a website page has no listed author, you begin the footnote citation
with the title of the specific page or article. Follow this with the name of
the website (italicized), the publication or last updated date, and the URL.

Q: Can I use "ibid." in my Chicago style footnotes?

A: While the Chicago Manual of Style historically allowed for the use of
"ibid." (meaning "in the same place") to refer to the immediately preceding
footnote, the seventeenth edition generally advises using shortened notes for
subsequent citations of the same source. This promotes clarity and
consistency, especially in longer works or when a source is cited non-
consecutively.



Q: What is the correct way to cite a journal article
with a DOI in a Chicago style footnote?

A: When citing a journal article with a DOI, you should include the author's
name, article title, journal title, volume, issue, date, page numbers, and
the DOI. The DOI should be presented as a hyperlink if possible in digital
documents, or as a clear text string otherwise. For example: 1. Author Last
Name, "Article Title," Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page range,
doi : XXXXKXXXXKXX .

Q: How do I handle citing multiple works by the same
author in Chicago style footnotes?

A: When citing multiple works by the same author, you must use shortened
notes. For the first citation of each work, provide the full details. For
subsequent citations, use the author's last name, a shortened title, and the
page number. If two works by the same author have similar shortened titles,
you may need to include more of the title to distinguish between them.

Q: What information is essential for citing a book
chapter in a Chicago style footnote?

A: To cite a book chapter in a Chicago style footnote, you need the author of
the chapter, the title of the chapter (in quotation marks), the word "in,"
the title of the book (italicized), the name of the book's editor(s), the
publication city, the publisher, the year of publication, and the specific
page number (s) for the chapter.
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