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Mastering Chicago Manual of Style Citation: Comprehensive Examples for Chicago Style

chicago manual of style citation examples chicago are essential for any academic, scholarly, or
professional writing that adheres to this widely respected style guide. Understanding how to
properly cite sources in Chicago style is crucial for maintaining academic integrity, avoiding
plagiarism, and allowing readers to easily locate your references. This comprehensive guide will
delve into the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), providing clear, detailed examples
for various source types, covering both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems. We will
explore common citation scenarios, from books and journal articles to websites and other digital
resources, ensuring you have the tools to craft accurate and consistent citations.
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Understanding Chicago Style: Notes-Bibliography vs.
Author-Date

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the Notes-Bibliography system and
the Author-Date system. The Notes-Bibliography system is prevalent in the humanities, including
literature, history, and the arts. It uses numbered footnotes or endnotes within the text to refer to
sources, with a corresponding bibliography at the end of the work. The Author-Date system, more
common in the social sciences and natural sciences, uses parenthetical in-text citations (Author
Year) and a reference list at the end of the document.

Choosing the correct system is the first step in correctly applying Chicago style. While the
fundamental information required for each citation remains similar, the presentation and in-text
referencing mechanisms differ significantly. This article will provide examples for both systems
where applicable, ensuring broad applicability for writers across disciplines.

Core Components of Chicago Style Citations

Regardless of the system employed, Chicago style citations typically require several key pieces of



information to identify a source accurately. These elements, when compiled correctly, allow readers
to trace your research and verify your findings. Understanding these core components is
foundational to mastering Chicago style citation.

Essential Bibliographic Information

The essential elements for most Chicago style citations include:

Author(s) or Editor(s) name(s)

Title of the work

Publication information (place of publication, publisher, year of publication)

For articles or chapters: Title of the larger work (journal, book), volume and issue numbers,
page numbers

For online sources: URL and access date

The specific order and punctuation of these elements vary depending on the source type and the
chosen citation system. However, consistently gathering this information will streamline the citation
process.

Chicago Style Citation Examples: Books

Books are a cornerstone of academic research, and mastering their citation in Chicago style is
paramount. Whether you are referencing a single-authored monograph or an edited collection,
precise citation is key. Here, we provide examples for both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date
systems for common book scenarios.

Single-Authored Book: Notes-Bibliography System

In the Notes-Bibliography system, the first note for a book provides full publication details, while
subsequent notes can be shortened. The bibliography entry includes all essential information.

First Note Example: 1. Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison, trans.
Alan Sheridan (New York: Vintage Books, 1995), 23.

Subsequent Note Example: 2. Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 58.

Bibliography Example: Foucault, Michel. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison.



Translated by Alan Sheridan. New York: Vintage Books, 1995.

Single-Authored Book: Author-Date System

The Author-Date system uses parenthetical in-text citations and a reference list, which is similar in
content to the bibliography but alphabetized by author's last name.

In-Text Citation Example: (Foucault 1995, 23)

Reference List Example: Foucault, Michel. 1995. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the
Prison. Translated by Alan Sheridan. New York: Vintage Books.

Edited Book: Notes-Bibliography System

When citing an edited book, the editor's role is highlighted.

First Note Example: 1. Edward Said, Orientalism, edited by Said Edward (New York:
Pantheon Books, 1978), 45.

Bibliography Example: Said, Edward, ed. Orientalism. New York: Pantheon Books, 1978.

Edited Book: Author-Date System

In-Text Citation Example: (Said 1978, 45)

Reference List Example: Said, Edward, ed. 1978. Orientalism. New York: Pantheon Books.

Chapter in an Edited Book: Notes-Bibliography System

Citing a specific chapter within a larger edited work requires including the chapter author and title,
along with the book's title and publication details.



First Note Example: 1. Benedict Anderson, "The Concept ofSource and the Concept of
Nation," in Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism, rev.
ed. (New York: Verso, 2006), 199.

Bibliography Example: Anderson, Benedict. "The Concept of Source and the Concept of
Nation." In Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism.
Revised edition. New York: Verso, 2006.

Chapter in an Edited Book: Author-Date System

In-Text Citation Example: (Anderson 2006, 199)

Reference List Example: Anderson, Benedict. 2006. "The Concept of Source and the Concept
of Nation." In Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism.
Revised edition. New York: Verso.

Chicago Style Citation Examples: Journal Articles

Academic journals are a vital source for scholarly research. Proper citation of journal articles
ensures that readers can access the specific research you are referencing. Chicago style mandates
the inclusion of journal title, volume, issue, and page numbers.

Journal Article: Notes-Bibliography System

The citation for a journal article in the Notes-Bibliography system includes the author, article title,
journal title, volume, issue, date, and page range.

First Note Example: 1. Joan Scott, "Gender: A Useful Category of Historical Analysis," The
American Historical Review 91, no. 5 (November 1986): 1053.

Subsequent Note Example: 2. Scott, "Gender," 1060.

Bibliography Example: Scott, Joan. "Gender: A Useful Category of Historical Analysis." The
American Historical Review 91, no. 5 (November 1986): 1053–1075.



Journal Article: Author-Date System

The Author-Date system for journal articles is straightforward, relying on the author, year, and
specific page number in the in-text citation.

In-Text Citation Example: (Scott 1986, 1053)

Reference List Example: Scott, Joan. 1986. "Gender: A Useful Category of Historical
Analysis." The American Historical Review 91 (5): 1053–1075.

Article from an Online Journal (with DOI): Notes-Bibliography
System

For online journal articles, especially those with a Digital Object Identifier (DOI), the citation should
include the DOI for easier retrieval.

First Note Example: 1. David R. Roediger, "The Wages of Whiteness Revisited," Labor:
Studies in Working-Class History 1, no. 2 (2004): 133, doi:10.1215/15476715-1-2-121.

Bibliography Example: Roediger, David R. "The Wages of Whiteness Revisited." Labor:
Studies in Working-Class History 1, no. 2 (2004): 121–133. doi:10.1215/15476715-1-2-121.

Article from an Online Journal (with DOI): Author-Date System

In-Text Citation Example: (Roediger 2004, 133)

Reference List Example: Roediger, David R. 2004. "The Wages of Whiteness Revisited."
Labor: Studies in Working-Class History 1 (2): 121–133. doi:10.1215/15476715-1-2-121.

Chicago Style Citation Examples: Websites and Online
Sources

The digital landscape presents unique challenges for citation. Chicago style provides guidelines for
citing websites, online articles, and other digital content, emphasizing clarity and accessibility for



the reader.

Website with Author: Notes-Bibliography System

When citing a specific page or article on a website where an author is identified.

First Note Example: 1. Jane Smith, "The Future of Renewable Energy," Green Tech Blog,
October 26, 2023, accessed November 15, 2023,
https://www.greentechblog.com/future-of-renewable-energy.

Bibliography Example: Smith, Jane. "The Future of Renewable Energy." Green Tech Blog.
October 26, 2023. Accessed November 15, 2023.
https://www.greentechblog.com/future-of-renewable-energy.

Website with Author: Author-Date System

In-Text Citation Example: (Smith 2023)

Reference List Example: Smith, Jane. 2023. "The Future of Renewable Energy." Green Tech
Blog. October 26. Accessed November 15, 2023.
https://www.greentechblog.com/future-of-renewable-energy.

Website without Author: Notes-Bibliography System

For websites where no specific author is listed, the citation begins with the title of the page or
article.

First Note Example: 1. "Global Climate Change Report," National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, updated November 10, 2023, accessed November 15, 2023,
https://www.noaa.gov/climate-report.

Bibliography Example: "Global Climate Change Report." National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration. Updated November 10, 2023. Accessed November 15, 2023.
https://www.noaa.gov/climate-report.



Website without Author: Author-Date System

In-Text Citation Example: ("Global Climate Change Report" 2023)

Reference List Example: "Global Climate Change Report." 2023. National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration. Updated November 10. Accessed November 15, 2023.
https://www.noaa.gov/climate-report.

Chicago Style Citation Examples: Other Common
Sources

Beyond books and journal articles, researchers often consult a variety of other sources, including
news articles, dissertations, and government documents. Chicago style provides specific formats for
these as well.

Newspaper Article: Notes-Bibliography System

Citing newspaper articles requires attention to the publication date and page number.

First Note Example: 1. John Doe, "Local Election Results Announced," Chicago Tribune,
November 14, 2023, sec. A, 3.

Bibliography Example: Doe, John. "Local Election Results Announced." Chicago Tribune,
November 14, 2023. sec. A, 3.

Newspaper Article: Author-Date System

In-Text Citation Example: (Doe 2023)

Reference List Example: Doe, John. 2023. "Local Election Results Announced." Chicago
Tribune, November 14. sec. A, 3.



Dissertation or Thesis: Notes-Bibliography System

Citing unpublished dissertations or theses should include information about the institution and year
of completion.

First Note Example: 1. Mary Johnson, "The Impact of Social Media on Adolescent
Development" (PhD diss., University of Chicago, 2022), 88.

Bibliography Example: Johnson, Mary. "The Impact of Social Media on Adolescent
Development." PhD diss., University of Chicago, 2022.

Dissertation or Thesis: Author-Date System

In-Text Citation Example: (Johnson 2022, 88)

Reference List Example: Johnson, Mary. 2022. "The Impact of Social Media on Adolescent
Development." PhD diss., University of Chicago.

Government Document: Notes-Bibliography System

Government publications often have specific formatting requirements.

First Note Example: 1. U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, National Health
Interview Survey: 2022 Data (Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 2023), 15.

Bibliography Example: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. National Health
Interview Survey: 2022 Data. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 2023.

Government Document: Author-Date System

In-Text Citation Example: (U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 2023, 15)

Reference List Example: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 2023. National
Health Interview Survey: 2022 Data. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office.



Formatting Your Bibliography and Reference List in
Chicago Style

The presentation of your bibliography or reference list is as important as the accuracy of individual
citations. Chicago style has specific formatting guidelines to ensure consistency and professionalism.

General Formatting Rules

Key formatting considerations for your bibliography or reference list include:

Alphabetical order by author's last name.

Hanging indents: The first line of each entry is flush with the left margin, and subsequent lines
are indented.

Consistent punctuation and capitalization as outlined in the Chicago Manual of Style.

Double-spacing within and between entries is common practice in many academic contexts,
though specific requirements may vary.

Adhering to these formatting rules ensures that your list is easily navigable and professional.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them in Chicago
Style Citations

Even experienced writers can encounter challenges with Chicago style citation. Awareness of
common errors can help prevent them.

Accuracy and Consistency

The most frequent pitfall is inconsistency in formatting or missing essential bibliographic details.
Always double-check that all required elements are present and that the punctuation and
capitalization precisely match Chicago style guidelines.



Distinguishing Notes-Bibliography from Author-Date

Confusing the two systems is another common error. Ensure you are using the correct in-text
citation method (superscript numbers for notes or parenthetical citations for author-date) and
constructing your final list (bibliography or reference list) accordingly.

Consulting the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or reliable online resources specifically
dedicated to Chicago style can be invaluable. Regular practice and careful proofreading are your
best allies in mastering Chicago manual of style citation examples chicago.









Q: What is the difference between the Notes-Bibliography and
Author-Date systems in Chicago style?
A: The Notes-Bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes within the text and a
bibliography at the end. It is common in the humanities. The Author-Date system uses parenthetical
in-text citations (Author Year) and a reference list at the end. It is more prevalent in the social and
natural sciences.

Q: How do I cite a website where the author is unknown?
A: If no author is listed for a website, you begin the citation with the title of the page or article.
Follow this with the name of the website (if distinct from the title), the publication or update date, an
access date, and the URL.

Q: What is a DOI and why is it important in Chicago style
citations?
A: DOI stands for Digital Object Identifier. It is a unique alphanumeric string assigned to a digital
object, such as an academic article. Including the DOI in your citation for online journal articles
provides a stable and persistent link to the source, making it easier for readers to locate, even if the
original URL changes.

Q: Do I need to include the publisher's location for all book
citations in Chicago style?
A: Yes, for most book citations, the place of publication (city) should be included. If a book has
multiple publication locations listed, Chicago style generally recommends using the first one.

Q: How do I format the bibliography in Chicago style if I have
multiple works by the same author?
A: When you have multiple works by the same author in your bibliography, list them chronologically
by publication date. For subsequent works by the same author after the first entry, you can replace
the author's name with three hyphens (---) followed by a period.

Q: When should I use the "accessed" date for online sources in
Chicago style?
A: The "accessed" date is crucial for online sources because web content can change or be removed
without notice. It indicates when you, the researcher, last viewed the material, providing a snapshot
of the source at that specific time.



Q: What is the difference between a bibliography and a
reference list in Chicago style?
A: While both are lists of sources consulted, a bibliography typically includes all sources that
informed your work, even if not directly cited, while a reference list only includes sources that were
actually cited in the text. In practice, many writers use the terms interchangeably, but the content
distinction is important for the Author-Date system where it is strictly a list of cited works.

Q: How do I cite a specific edition of a book in Chicago style?
A: When citing a specific edition of a book (e.g., revised, second, etc.), you should indicate this after
the title. For example, in the Notes-Bibliography system, it might appear as: Author, Title, edition
number or name (Place: Publisher, Year).

Q: What is the purpose of short-form notes in the Notes-
Bibliography system?
A: Short-form notes are used for subsequent references to a source after the first full note has been
provided. They help to reduce redundancy and make the notes section more concise. A short-form
note typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title, and the page number.
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