chicago manual of style bibliography
images

chicago manual of style bibliography images present a unique set of challenges and
requirements for academic and professional writers. Ensuring proper citation for visual
materials, from photographs and illustrations to charts and diagrams, is crucial for
maintaining academic integrity and providing readers with the necessary context. This
comprehensive guide delves into the nuances of citing various types of images within the
Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) framework, covering everything from locating essential
bibliographic information to formatting citations correctly in your bibliography. We will
explore how to handle digital images, art prints, and even embedded graphics, ensuring
your visual sources are as meticulously documented as your textual ones.
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Understanding the Purpose of Image Citations

Properly citing images in your bibliography, following the Chicago Manual of Style
guidelines, serves a dual purpose. Firstly, it acknowledges the creator's intellectual
property and ensures academic honesty by giving credit where it is due. This prevents
plagiarism and respects the rights of artists, photographers, and other visual creators.
Secondly, it provides your readers with a roadmap to locate the very same images you
have utilized, allowing them to verify your sources, explore the visual context further, or
engage with the material on a deeper level.

The inclusion of images in scholarly work, whether for illustration, evidence, or aesthetic
enhancement, necessitates a robust citation system. CMOS, known for its flexibility, offers
specific recommendations for incorporating visual materials into a bibliography. Failing to
cite images correctly can undermine the credibility of your work and lead to accusations of
academic misconduct. Therefore, a thorough understanding of how to document these
visual assets is paramount for any writer working within this style guide.

Identifying Essential Bibliographic Information



for Images

When preparing to cite an image in a Chicago Manual of Style bibliography, the first step
is to gather all relevant bibliographic information. This can sometimes be more
challenging than with traditional textual sources, as image metadata might be incomplete
or scattered. The goal is to provide enough detail for a reader to find the specific image or
understand its origin and ownership.

Key pieces of information to look for include the creator's name (artist, photographer,
illustrator), the title of the work (if it has one), the date of creation or publication, and the
source from which you accessed the image. For digital images, this source might be a
website URL, a database name, or a specific collection. For physical artworks, it could be
a museum name, gallery, or private collection. The medium or type of image (e.g.,
photograph, oil painting, digital rendering) is also important context.

Consider the following checklist for essential details:

e Creator's full name (artist, photographer, illustrator, designer)

e Title of the artwork or photograph (italicized if a standalone work)

e Date of creation or publication

e Medium or type of image (e.g., photograph, watercolor, digital illustration)

e Dimensions (optional but often helpful)

e Name of the institution, gallery, or website where the image is housed or displayed
e City and state/country of the institution (if applicable)

e Accession number or collection identifier (if available from an institution)

e URL or DOI (for digital images)

¢ Date of access (for online sources)

Citing Photographs and Illustrations in the
Bibliography

Photographs and illustrations, whether from books, journals, or standalone online sources,
require careful citation in a CMOS bibliography. The general principle is to treat them
much like any other published work, identifying the creator, title, and publication details.
For photographs reproduced in a book, you would cite the book itself, but with specific



attention to the page number where the photograph appears and any caption information
that identifies the photographer and subject.

If an illustration is part of a larger work, such as an article or a book chapter, you will cite
the work as a whole, but your in-text citation and potentially a note will direct the reader
to the specific page or location of the illustration. When the image itself is the primary
subject or has a distinct title, it is often italicized in the bibliography entry.

Illustrations from Books

When citing an illustration that appears within a book, your bibliography entry primarily
focuses on the book itself. However, the notes and caption should provide details about
the illustration. For instance, if you reproduce a photograph from a history textbook, the
bibliography entry would be for the textbook. The caption or note would then identify the
photographer, the subject of the photograph, and the page number.

Standalone Photographs

For standalone photographs, such as those found in a photography collection book or
exhibited online, the author's name, the photograph's title, and the date of creation
become central. If the photograph has been published in a collection, the bibliography
entry will reflect the details of that collection, including the publisher and publication
date, along with the specific title of the photograph and the photographer's name.

Citing Digital Images and Online Visuals

The proliferation of digital images presents new challenges for citation. When sourcing
images from the internet, it is crucial to capture all available information to guide your
readers. This includes the creator, title, website name, publication date (if ascertainable),
and the direct URL. CMOS emphasizes providing enough information for retrieval, and for
online sources, this means including the date of access as well, since web content can
change or disappear.

When citing a digital image, the format will often resemble that of a webpage or online
article, with modifications for the visual medium. The creator's name, the title of the
image (often treated as a standalone work if it has one), the name of the website, and the
publication or last updated date are essential. If the image is part of a larger digital
collection or archive, that context should also be noted.



Images from Websites

For an image found on a general website, you would typically list the creator, the title of
the image, the name of the website, the publisher (if different from the website name), the
date of publication or last update, and the URL. The date of access is also critical for
online sources. For example: Smith, John. "Sunset Over the Ocean." Photography Blog, 15
Aug. 2022, www.photographyblog.com/images/sunset.jpg. Accessed 20 Oct. 2023.

Images from Online Databases or Archives

When citing images from specialized online databases or digital archives, such as those
maintained by museums or academic institutions, the entry should reflect the specific
context of the database. You would include the creator, title, name of the database or
archive, the institution that maintains it, and the URL or persistent identifier (like a DOI).
For example: National Gallery. "The Starry Night." The National Gallery Collection,
www.nationalgallery.org/art/starry-night. Accessed 20 Oct. 2023.

Citing Artworks and Museum Collections

Citing visual art, whether from a physical exhibition or a museum's online collection,
requires attention to the artwork's specific details and its provenance. For artworks, the
artist's name, the title of the work, the date of creation, and the medium are paramount.
Furthermore, you must identify where the artwork is housed, typically a museum or
gallery, and its location.

If you are citing an artwork that you viewed in person, your entry will focus on the
museum and the artwork's details. If you are citing a reproduction of the artwork from a
book or a website, you will cite the source of the reproduction, but your notes or captions
should still provide the artist, title, date, and original location of the artwork.

Artworks Viewed in Person

When referencing an artwork that you have seen directly in a museum or gallery, your
bibliography entry should include the artist's name, the title of the artwork (italicized), the
year of creation, the medium, and the name of the institution holding the artwork,
followed by its location. For instance: Van Gogh, Vincent. The Starry Night. 1889. Oil on
canvas. Museum of Modern Art, New York.

Reproductions of Artworks



If you are citing an artwork that you have seen only as a reproduction, either in a book or
online, your bibliography entry will be for the book or website containing the
reproduction. However, it is crucial that your notes or captions clearly indicate the
original artist, title, date, medium, and current location of the artwork. The bibliography
entry will then look like a citation for a book or website, with the image details elaborated
in context.

Citing Charts, Graphs, and Diagrams

Charts, graphs, and diagrams, often referred to as figures, are visual representations of
data or concepts. When these appear in your work, they need to be cited similarly to other
images, ensuring you provide sufficient information for their origin. The creator of the
chart or graph, its title or descriptive label, the source where it was found, and the date
are all important elements.

Often, charts and graphs are created specifically for a particular publication or
presentation. In such cases, the creator might be the author of the work in which it
appears, or a specific individual or organization responsible for its design. Identifying the
source is critical; if you created it yourself based on data from another source, you must
cite the original data source.

Charts and Graphs from Publications

If you reproduce a chart or graph from a book or journal, your bibliography entry will
typically be for the publication itself. The figure number and caption will then specify the
origin of the chart or graph, including who created it and on what page it appears. For
example, if a chart is in a textbook, the bibliography entry is for the textbook, and the
figure caption details the chart's origin.

Self-Created Charts and Graphs

When you create your own charts or graphs using data from an external source, you must
cite that original data source in your bibliography. Your figure caption or a footnote will
explain that you generated the visual representation based on that data. The entry would
then point to the source of the data, not the visual itself as an independent published
work.

Handling Special Cases and Difficult-to-Cite
Images



Occasionally, you will encounter images for which obtaining complete bibliographic
information is challenging. This might include historical photographs with unknown
creators, artwork found in private collections without public record, or images from less
formal online sources where attribution is unclear. In such situations, CMOS encourages
providing as much information as is reasonably available and making a good-faith effort to
trace the origin.

For images where the creator is unknown, you can start the citation with the title of the
image or the name of the collection or archive it belongs to. If the date is unknown, you
can use "n.d." (no date). For images obtained from personal correspondence or direct
communication, you would cite the individual and the date of communication, making it
clear it's not a published source.

Images with Unknown Creators

If the creator of an image is not identifiable, you can begin your citation with the title of
the image, followed by the date (if known), and then the source. For instance: "Historic
Street Scene." 1920. Photograph. City Archives, Anytown.

Images from Private Collections or Personal
Communication

Citing images from private collections requires careful attribution. You would typically
note the owner of the collection and the date you viewed or obtained the image. If it's a
digital image shared directly, you would cite the individual and the method of sharing. For
example: Personal photograph from Sarah Chen, 15 Jan. 2023.

Formatting Your Chicago Manual of Style
Bibliography for Images

Formatting image citations in your Chicago Manual of Style bibliography follows the
established conventions for the medium through which the image is presented or
accessed. The core elements - author, title, source, and date - remain consistent, but their
order and punctuation adapt. The goal is clarity and ease of retrieval for your readers.
When an image is part of a larger work, the citation will point to that work, with specific
details about the image provided in notes or captions.

For images treated as standalone works, such as a specific photograph or painting, the
citation will be structured to highlight the artwork itself. Remember that CMOS offers
flexibility, and consistency within your own document is key. Always refer to the latest
edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for precise formatting guidelines.



General Principles for Bibliography Entries

Regardless of the image type, the bibliography entry should aim to be as complete as
possible. The general structure often follows this pattern: Creator's Last Name, First
Name. "Title of Image" (if applicable, otherwise title of work). Title of Container (e.g., book
title, website name). Publisher or Sponsor (if applicable). Publication Date. Location (e.g.,
page numbers, URL, museum name and city).

Key formatting elements to remember include:

e Creator's name is typically inverted (Last Name, First Name).

 Titles of standalone works (like specific photographs or artworks) are often italicized.
« Titles of larger works (books, websites) are also italicized.

e Dates are usually presented in a specific format (e.g., Month Day, Year).

e URLs are provided for online sources, along with the access date.

Examples of Bibliography Entries for Images

Here are a few illustrative examples of how different types of images might be formatted
in a CMOS bibliography:

e Photograph in a book: Adams, Ansel. "Moonrise, Hernandez, New Mexico." In
Ansel Adams: 400 Photographs, 112. New York: Little, Brown and Company, 1988.

e Artwork from a museum website: Da Vinci, Leonardo. Mona Lisa. c. 1503-1506.
Oil on poplar panel. Louvre Museum, Paris. Accessed October 20, 2023.

www.louvre.fr/en/artwork/mona-lisa.

e Digital illustration from a website: Lee, Maya. "Abstract Bloom." Artstation, 5
May 2021. www.artstation.com/artwork/abstract-bloom. Accessed October 20, 2023.

FAQ

Q: How do I cite an image I found on social media for



my Chicago Manual of Style bibliography?

A: When citing an image from social media in a Chicago Manual of Style bibliography,
treat it similarly to other online content. Include the creator's username (if available and
identifiable), the title or description of the post, the name of the social media platform, the
date of the post, and the URL. If the creator's real name is known, use that instead of the
username. For example: @Artist Name (John Smith). "Stunning Landscape." Instagram,
10 Nov. 2023, www.instagram.com/p/Cxyz123abc. Accessed 20 Oct. 2023.

Q: What if I don't know the exact date an image was
created for my Chicago Manual of Style bibliography?

A: If the creation date of an image is unknown, you should use "n.d." (which stands for "no
date") in your Chicago Manual of Style bibliography entry where the date would typically
appear. Provide as much other information as possible to help identify the image and its
source.

Q: How do I cite a copyrighted image that I found online
but for which I don't have permission to use?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style bibliography citation process is about acknowledging the
source of an image you are using, regardless of copyright status. Your citation should be
accurate and complete, adhering to CMOS guidelines. However, note that proper citation
does not automatically grant permission for use; you are responsible for understanding
and complying with copyright laws and seeking necessary permissions for your specific
use case.

Q: Should I italicize the title of a photograph in my
Chicago Manual of Style bibliography?

A: Yes, generally, the title of a standalone photograph or artwork should be italicized in a
Chicago Manual of Style bibliography entry, similar to how you would italicize the title of a
book or an article. This signifies that it is a distinct work.

Q: How do I cite a historical photograph where the
photographer and date are unknown for a Chicago
Manual of Style bibliography?

A: For historical photographs with unknown creators and dates, you would typically start
your Chicago Manual of Style bibliography entry with the title of the photograph (if
known) or a descriptive phrase, followed by the source (e.g., archive name, collection
name), and then indicate the lack of date with "n.d." (no date). For example: "Main Street,
circa 1910." Local History Collection, Anytown Historical Society. n.d.



Q: What is the difference in citing an image in a note
versus the bibliography according to the Chicago
Manual of Style?

A: In the Chicago Manual of Style, notes provide immediate citation information at the
point of use in the text, often including page numbers. The bibliography entry, on the
other hand, is a more complete and detailed citation that appears at the end of the work.
While the information is similar, the formatting and level of detail can vary, with
bibliography entries typically being more comprehensive and formatted for alphabetical
listing.

Q: Can I use an accession number in my Chicago
Manual of Style bibliography for artworks?

A: Yes, including an accession number is highly recommended and often crucial when
citing artworks from museum collections in a Chicago Manual of Style bibliography. This
unique identifier helps readers locate the specific artwork within the museum's database
or catalog, especially if multiple versions or similar works exist. It should be included after
the museum name and location.
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