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Chicago Manual of Style Bibliography Examples for Scholarly Articles: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual of style bibliography examples for scholarly articles are crucial for academic integrity and
clear communication in scholarly writing. Understanding how to properly format your citations ensures
that your readers can easily locate your sources and that your work adheres to established academic
conventions. This guide will delve into the intricacies of creating a Chicago-style bibliography, covering
various source types, common formatting challenges, and best practices. We will explore the nuances of
citing books, journal articles, websites, and other common academic materials, providing clear examples and
explanations to help you navigate the process with confidence. Mastering these examples will not only

enhance your credibility but also contribute to the overall scholarly rigor of your research.
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Core Principles of Chicago Style Bibliography Formatting

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is renowned for its flexibility, offering two primary citation systems:
the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. For scholarly articles, the notes-bibliography
system is generally preferred, with a comprehensive bibliography appearing at the end of the work. The

fundamental principle is to provide enough information for the reader to locate the original source without



ambiguity. Key elements include the author's name (last name first for the bibliography entry), title of the
work, publication information (city, publisher, year), and specific details for articles such as journal title,
volume, issue, and page numbers. Alphabetical order by the author's last name is paramount for

bibliography entries, creating a clear and easily navigable reference list.

Citing Scholarly Books in a Chicago Style Bibliography

Book citations are a cornerstone of any bibliography. The Chicago Manual of Style requires specific
formatting to ensure clarity and ease of access for readers. Whether you are citing a single-authored
monograph, a collaborative work, or an edited collection, precise adherence to the prescribed structure is

essential for maintaining academic credibility.

Examples for Single-Authored Books

When a single author is responsible for the entire work, the citation begins with their last name, followed
by a comma, their first name, and a period. The title of the book should be italicized. Publication details

follow, including the city of publication, publisher, and the year of publication, all separated by commas.

Smith, John. The History of Academic Publishing. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020.

Examples for Multi-Authored Books

For works with two or three authors, all authors are listed in the bibliography, with the first author's name
inverted (last, first) and subsequent authors listed in normal order (first, last). If there are more than three

authors, the first author's name is inverted, followed by "et al."

Jones, Sarah, and David Lee. Research Methodologies in the Social Sciences. New York: Oxford University
Press, 2019.

Williams, Robert, Emily Davis, and Michael Brown. Contemporary Literary Theory. London: Routledge,
2021.

Garcia, Maria, et al. Urban Planning and Development. Boston: MIT Press, 2018.

Examples for Edited Books

When citing an edited book, the editor's name is presented in the same format as an author, followed by

the designation "ed.” or "eds." The title of the book follows, and then the publication information.



Miller, Susan, ed. Essays on Modern Philosophy. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2022.
Clark, Peter, and Karen White, eds. Advances in Cognitive Psychology. Cambridge: Harvard University
Press, 2017.

Citing Journal Articles for Scholarly Works

Journal articles are frequently used sources in academic research, and their citation format in Chicago style
demands attention to detail. The goal is to provide enough information for a reader to pinpoint the exact

article within a specific journal issue.

Examples for Print Journal Articles

For print journal articles, the citation begins with the author's name(s), followed by the article title in
quotation marks. The journal title is italicized, followed by the volume number, issue number (in

parentheses), and the year of publication. Finally, the page range of the article is provided.

Chen, Li. "The Impact of Technology on Higher Education." Journal of Educational Technology 45, no. 2
(2019): 115-30.

Roberts, Anya, and Benjamin Kim. "New Perspectives on Climate Change Adaptation." Environmental
Science Quarterly 12, no. 4 (2018): 45-62.

Examples for Online Journal Articles

When citing an online journal article, the format is similar to a print article, with the addition of a DOI
(Digital Object Identifier) if available. If a DOI is not present, the URL and the date of access may be

included, though the DOI is preferred for its permanence.

Davies, Gareth. "Digital Humanities and Textual Analysis." Digital Scholarship Journal 7, no. 1 (2020): 1-18.
doi:10.1177/1234567890123456.

Evans, Catherine. "The Evolution of Artificial Intelligence." Computer Science Review 30, no. 3 (2021):

220-40. https://www.computersciencereview.org/articles/evans-ai-evolution.

Citing Websites and Online Resources

The internet has become a vast repository of information, and Chicago style provides guidelines for citing

various online resources effectively, ensuring that even ephemeral digital content can be referenced



accurately.

Examples for Webpages

When citing a specific webpage, include the author (if known), the title of the page in quotation marks, the
website name (italicized), and the publication date or last updated date. Crucially, include the URL and the

date you accessed the page.

National Archives. "Discover Your Ancestors." National Archives, last modified November 15, 2023.
https://www.archives.gov/discover-ancestors. Accessed October 26, 2023.
"The Future of Renewable Energy." GreenTech Insights, May 10, 2022.

https://www.greentechinsights.com/future-of-energy. Accessed November 1, 2023.

Examples for Online Reports and Documents

For longer online documents or reports, the format closely resembles a book or article citation, with the
addition of the website name and URL. If the author is an organization rather than an individual, the

organization's name is used as the author.

World Health Organization. Global Health Report 2023. Geneva: WHO, 2023.
https://www.who.int/reports/global-health-2023. Accessed November 10, 2023.

United Nations Development Programme. "Poverty Reduction Strategies in Developing Nations." UNDP,
2021. https://www.undp.org/reports/poverty-reduction-strategies. Accessed November 5, 2023.

Specialized Chicago Style Bibliography Considerations

Beyond books and articles, scholarly work often incorporates a wider array of source materials. Chicago

style offers specific guidance for these less common but equally important sources.

Citing Dissertations and Theses

Dissertations and theses, whether published or unpublished, require a distinct citation format. Include the
author's name, the title of the work in quotation marks, the degree pursued (e.g., PhD dissertation, Master's
thesis), the university, and the year of completion. If available, include the ProQuest accession number or

dissertation database.



Rodriguez, Carlos. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse." PhD dissertation, University of
California, Berkeley, 2020.
Nguyen, Anh. "Sustainable Agriculture Practices in Southeast Asia." Master's thesis, National University of

Singapore, 2019.

Citing Conference Proceedings

When referencing papers or proceedings from academic conferences, provide the author(s), the title of the
paper in quotation marks, the title of the conference proceedings (italicized), the editor(s) if applicable, the

location and date of the conference, and the publisher.

Adams, Fiona. "Innovations in Artificial Intelligence.” In Proceedings of the International Conference on
Machine Learning, edited by David Park, 150-65. San Francisco: AAAI Press, 2018.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Navigating the complexities of Chicago style bibliography formatting can present challenges. Awareness of

common errors can significantly improve the accuracy and professionalism of your work.

One frequent mistake is inconsistency in punctuation and capitalization. Ensure that titles are correctly
italicized or put in quotation marks as required, and that commas and periods are placed precisely. Another
common issue is the omission of essential publication details, such as the publisher or year for books, or the
volume and issue numbers for journal articles. Always double-check that all necessary components are
present. For online sources, forgetting to include the URL and access date can render the citation useless if
the link changes or disappears. Furthermore, neglecting to alphabetize the bibliography correctly is a

fundamental error that can detract from the overall impression of your scholarship.

The Importance of Consistency in Bibliography Formatting

Consistency is arguably the most critical aspect of any bibliography, regardless of the style guide followed.
In Chicago style, this means applying the same rules for punctuation, capitalization, and the inclusion of
details across all entries. If you italicize book titles, do so for every book. If you include the date of access for
one webpage, do it for all webpages cited. Inconsistencies create visual clutter and can make readers
question the rigor of your research. A consistently formatted bibliography demonstrates meticulous

attention to detail and a thorough understanding of academic conventions.



Resources for Further Chicago Style Guidance

While this guide provides comprehensive examples, the Chicago Manual of Style is a detailed publication
with nuances for every citation scenario. For definitive guidance, always consult the latest edition of The
Chicago Manual of Style. Additionally, university writing centers and reputable online style guides can
offer further clarification and support for specific citation questions you may encounter during your

scholarly pursuits.

FAQ

Q What is the primary difference between the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system in Chicago style for bibliographies?

A: The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for citations within the text, and a
comprehensive bibliography at the end. The author-date system uses parenthetical citations in the text
(Author Year, page number) and a reference list at the end, which is functionally similar to a bibliography

but often includes only works cited. For most scholarly articles, the notes-bibliography system is preferred.

Q How do I format an entry for a chapter in an edited book in a Chicago
style bibliography?

A: You format a chapter in an edited book by listing the chapter author(s), followed by the chapter title in
quotation marks, then "in" and the editor's name(s) followed by "ed." or "eds.", the italicized title of the book,

publication information, and the page range for the chapter.

Q: Should I include the publisher's location in a Chicago style bibliography
entry for a book?

A: Yes, according to The Chicago Manual of Style, the city of publication should be included in the
bibliography entry for a book. If the publisher has offices in multiple cities, choose the one most commonly

associated with the publisher or the one listed on the title page.

Q What is the correct way to cite a government document in a Chicago
style bibliography?

A: For government documents, you typically list the issuing agency as the author, followed by the title of



the document in italics. Include the place of publication, publisher, and year of publication, similar to a book.

If the document is accessed online, include the URL and access date.

Q How do I handle multiple editions of the same book in my Chicago
style bibliography?

A: If you are citing multiple editions of the same book, you will create a separate bibliography entry for
each edition you consulted. Include the edition number (e.g., 2nd ed., rev. ed.) after the book title to

distinguish between them.

Q: Is it necessary to include the date of access for online sources in a
Chicago style bibliography?

A: It is highly recommended, and often required, to include the date of access for online sources, especially
for websites or online documents that might be updated or removed. This helps readers locate the exact

version you consulted.

Q What is a DOI, and when should I include it in a Chicago style
bibliography entry for a journal article?

A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique alphanumeric string assigned to identify a piece of
intellectual property, such as an online article. If an article has a DOI, you should always include it in your

bibliography entry for online journal articles. It provides a stable and permanent link to the source.

Q How do I cite an interview conducted personally in a Chicago style
bibliography?

A: For interviews conducted personally, you can cite them in the bibliography by listing the interviewee's
name, followed by the type of interview (e.g., personal interview, telephone interview), and the date of

the interview. Specific details about location or interviewer may be included if relevant.
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