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Navigating the Chicago Manual of Style Bibliography: Examples for Reference Lists

chicago manual of style bibliography examples for reference lists are a cornerstone
of academic and professional writing, ensuring that your sources are consistently and
correctly cited. This guide delves into the intricacies of constructing an accurate and
effective bibliography or reference list according to the widely respected Chicago Manual
of Style (CMOS). We will explore the fundamental principles, common source types, and
provide detailed examples that will empower you to create polished and compliant
citations. Understanding these examples is crucial for avoiding plagiarism and giving due
credit to the original authors whose work informs your own. Whether you are a student,
researcher, or author, mastering these citation styles will enhance the credibility and
professionalism of your work.
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Understanding the Basics of CMOS
Bibliographies

The Chicago Manual of Style provides two primary citation systems: the Notes-
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. While both systems require a
bibliography (or reference list) at the end of a work, they differ in how in-text citations are
presented. The Notes-Bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations,
referring readers to the bibliography for a full source description. Conversely, the Author-
Date system uses parenthetical citations in the text that include the author's last name
and publication year, directly pointing to the corresponding entry in the reference list.
Regardless of the system chosen, a meticulously prepared bibliography is indispensable



for academic integrity and clarity.

The fundamental purpose of a bibliography in any style guide, including CMOS, is to
provide readers with the necessary information to locate and consult the sources you have
used. This transparency builds trust and allows for verification of your research. A well-
crafted bibliography demonstrates thorough research and respect for intellectual
property. It’s not merely a formality; it's an integral part of scholarly communication.

Author-Date System vs. Notes-Bibliography
System

The choice between the Author-Date and Notes-Bibliography systems significantly impacts
the presentation of your citations. The Notes-Bibliography system is more common in the
humanities, such as literature, history, and art history. It allows for more extensive
commentary or supplementary information within the footnotes or endnotes, while
keeping the main text uncluttered. The bibliography in this system lists all sources cited in
the notes, typically in alphabetical order by author's last name.

The Author-Date system, on the other hand, is prevalent in the social sciences and natural
sciences. It prioritizes a quick and straightforward in-text reference to the source and
author, facilitating easy cross-referencing with the reference list. The reference list in this
system also presents sources alphabetically and includes all works cited in the text. Both
systems demand accuracy and adherence to specific formatting rules to be effective.

Essential Components of a Chicago Style
Bibliography Entry

Regardless of the system employed, a standard Chicago style bibliography entry for most
sources generally includes several key pieces of information. These are typically presented
in a specific order, with particular attention paid to punctuation and capitalization. The
goal is to provide a complete bibliographic record that allows a reader to retrieve the
source with minimal effort.

The core elements usually include:

e Author(s) or Editor(s)
e Title of the work
e Publication information (publisher, place of publication, year of publication)

e For articles or chapters: title of the larger work (journal, book), volume and issue
numbers, page numbers



e For online sources: URL, DOI, or access date

Common Source Types and Their Bibliography
Examples

Mastering the nuances of citing various source types is crucial for a comprehensive
Chicago style bibliography. Each medium has its own conventions for presenting
information accurately. Below are examples for some of the most frequently encountered
sources, adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style principles.

Books

Citing books is fundamental. The format depends on whether you are using the Notes-
Bibliography or Author-Date system. For the Notes-Bibliography system, the bibliography
entry typically starts with the author's full name, followed by the book's title (italicized),
publication information, and year. The Author-Date system uses a similar structure but
places the publication year immediately after the author's name.

Notes-Bibliography System (Bibliography Example):
Smith, John. The History of Citation Styles. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020.

Author-Date System (Reference List Example):
Smith, John. 2020. The History of Citation Styles. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Journal Articles

Journal articles require specific details, including the journal title, volume, issue, and page
numbers. For the Notes-Bibliography system, the article title is enclosed in quotation
marks, and the journal title is italicized. The Author-Date system follows a similar pattern,
with the year appearing earlier in the citation.

Notes-Bibliography System (Bibliography Example):

Doe, Jane. "The Evolution of Academic Writing." Journal of Scholarly Practice 15, no. 2
(2022): 112-130.

Author-Date System (Reference List Example):

Doe, Jane. 2022. "The Evolution of Academic Writing." Journal of Scholarly Practice 15 (2):
112-130.



Websites and Online Sources

Citing online content, including websites, requires careful attention to providing all
necessary information for retrieval. This often includes the author (if known), title of the
specific page or article, name of the website, the URL, and the date of access. For the
Notes-Bibliography system, the date of access is typically included at the end of the entry.
For the Author-Date system, the publication year is placed after the author.

Notes-Bibliography System (Bibliography Example):

University Writing Center. "Understanding Bibliographies." Purdue Online Writing Lab.
Accessed May 15, 2023.

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research and citation/chicago 17th edition/chicago style quic
k reference guide.html.

Author-Date System (Reference List Example):

University Writing Center. n.d. "Understanding Bibliographies." Purdue Online Writing
Lab. Accessed May 15, 2023.

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research and citation/chicago 17th _edition/chicago style quic
k reference guide.html.

Note: "n.d." is used when no publication date is available.

Dissertations and Theses

Citing dissertations and theses requires indicating the degree earned, the institution, and
the year of completion. The title of the work is typically italicized.

Notes-Bibliography System (Bibliography Example):

Johnson, Michael. A Study of Citation Habits Among Graduate Students. PhD diss.,
University of Illinois, 2019.

Author-Date System (Reference List Example):

Johnson, Michael. 2019. A Study of Citation Habits Among Graduate Students. PhD diss.,
University of Illinois.

Chapters in Edited Books

When referencing a chapter within a larger edited work, it's important to cite both the
chapter author and the editors, along with the title of the chapter and the title of the book,
including its page range.

Notes-Bibliography System (Bibliography Example):



Miller, Sarah. "The Art of the Bibliography." In Academic Writing Essentials, edited by
David Lee and Emily Chen, 45-62. New York: Academic Press, 2021.

Author-Date System (Reference List Example):

Miller, Sarah. 2021. "The Art of the Bibliography." In Academic Writing Essentials, edited
by David Lee and Emily Chen, 45-62. New York: Academic Press.

Reports and Government Documents

Citing reports, especially those from government agencies, involves identifying the issuing
body, the title of the report, and its publication details.

Notes-Bibliography System (Bibliography Example):

National Institutes of Health. Annual Report on Health Trends. Bethesda, MD: National
Institutes of Health, 2018.

Author-Date System (Reference List Example):

National Institutes of Health. 2018. Annual Report on Health Trends. Bethesda, MD:
National Institutes of Health.

Formatting Specifics for Your Reference List

Beyond the individual entry components, the overall formatting of your bibliography or
reference list is critical for clarity and adherence to CMOS guidelines. This includes how
entries are arranged, indented, and punctuated. Consistent application of these formatting
rules ensures a professional presentation.

Alphabetical Order and Indentation

All entries in your bibliography or reference list must be arranged in alphabetical order by
the author's last name. If a source has no author, it is alphabetized by the first significant
word of the title (ignoring articles like "A," "An," and "The"). Chicago style employs a
"hanging indent" for bibliographies in the Notes-Bibliography system and reference lists in
the Author-Date system. This means the first line of each entry is flush with the left
margin, and subsequent lines are indented.

Punctuation and Capitalization Conventions

Punctuation is precise in Chicago style. Commas, periods, and colons all serve specific



roles in delineating information within an entry. For instance, a period typically follows
the author's name and the title of a book or article. Titles of books and journals are
italicized, while titles of articles and chapters are enclosed in quotation marks.
Capitalization of titles follows title case conventions, capitalizing all major words.

Handling Multiple Authors and Editors

The way you list multiple authors or editors depends on the number of individuals
involved. For the Notes-Bibliography system, typically the first author's name is inverted
(last name first), and subsequent authors are listed in standard first name, last name
order. For more than two authors, CMOS allows for listing the first author followed by "et
al." in the bibliography, but full details are required in the notes. The Author-Date system
generally lists all authors in the reference list, up to a specified limit (usually 10, after
which "et al." is used).

Example with three authors (Notes-Bibliography System):

Adams, Robert, Susan Brown, and Charles Davis. Research Methodologies. Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2017.

Example with three authors (Author-Date System):

Adams, Robert, Susan Brown, and Charles Davis. 2017. Research Methodologies. Oxford:
Oxford University Press.

Example with more than two authors (Bibliography in Notes-Bibliography
System):

Garcia, Maria, et al. Global Economics Handbook. New York: Routledge, 2015.

The meticulous attention to detail in creating Chicago manual of style bibliography
examples for reference lists is not just about following rules; it's about contributing to the
clear, accurate, and ethical dissemination of knowledge.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between a
bibliography and a reference list in Chicago style?

A: In Chicago style, the term "bibliography" is generally used with the Notes-Bibliography
system, encompassing all sources cited in notes and potentially others consulted. A
"reference list" is used with the Author-Date system and includes only those sources cited
parenthetically in the text.



Q: How do I cite an article from an online newspaper in
Chicago style?

A: For an online newspaper article in the Notes-Bibliography system, you would typically
include the author's name, the article title in quotation marks, the newspaper title
italicized, the publication date, and the URL. For the Author-Date system, the publication
date follows the author's name.

Q: What if a source has no author in Chicago style
bibliography?

A: If a source has no author, you begin the citation with the title of the work. The title is
then alphabetized in the bibliography or reference list.

Q: How should I format the publication year in Chicago
style for the Author-Date system?

A: In the Author-Date system, the publication year is placed immediately after the author's
name, separated by a period. For example: Author, Last Name. Year. Title.

Q: Do I need to include the DOI for online journal
articles in my Chicago style bibliography?

A: Yes, if a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is available for an online journal article, it is
highly recommended to include it in your Chicago style bibliography entry, usually at the
end.

Q: How do I cite a personal communication, such as an
email, in Chicago style?

A: Personal communications like emails are typically cited only in notes, not in the
bibliography or reference list, as they are not retrievable by readers. The note would
include the type of communication, the recipient, the sender, and the date.

Q: What is the correct way to list multiple editors for a
book in Chicago style?

A: For books with multiple editors in the Notes-Bibliography system, the first editor's
name is inverted (last name first), and subsequent editors are listed in normal order. The
term "ed." for a single editor or "eds." for multiple editors follows the names. The Author-
Date system follows a similar pattern for listing editors.



Q: Should I include the publisher's location in my
Chicago style bibliography?

A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style generally requires the inclusion of the publisher's
location (city) for books and other published works.
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