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Mastering Your Chicago Manual of Style Bibliography: Examples and Best
Practices

chicago manual of style bibliography examples for papers are essential for
academic integrity and demonstrating the foundation of your research. A well-
crafted bibliography, or "Works Cited" page in Chicago's Notes-Bibliography
system, not only provides proper attribution to sources but also guides your
readers to further explore the literature that shaped your work. This
comprehensive guide will demystify the process, offering clear, detailed
chicago manual of style bibliography examples for various source types, from
books and journal articles to websites and more. We will delve into the
nuances of formatting, ensuring your citations are accurate and adhere to the
stringent requirements of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), often referred
to as the Chicago style. Understanding these examples is crucial for
students, researchers, and anyone aiming for scholarly publication.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style
Bibliography

The bibliography in Chicago style, often referred to as the "Works Cited"
list, serves as a comprehensive record of all the sources you have consulted
and cited in your paper. It is typically placed at the end of your document
and is alphabetized by the author's last name (or by title if no author is
listed). The primary goal of the bibliography is to enable your readers to
locate the original sources you referenced, thereby verifying your research
and allowing them to delve deeper into the subject matter.

Unlike some other citation styles that may differentiate between a
"bibliography" and a "Works Cited" page, the Chicago Manual of Style uses the
term "bibliography" to encompass the complete list of works consulted.
However, it's important to note that when using the Notes-Bibliography
system, the term "Works Cited" is often used interchangeably with
"Bibliography" to refer to this final list.

General Principles of CMOS Bibliography
Formatting

Adhering to consistent formatting is paramount when constructing your Chicago
style bibliography. The Chicago Manual of Style provides detailed guidelines,
but several core principles apply across most source types. These principles
ensure clarity, uniformity, and ease of reference for your readers.

Alphabetization
The most fundamental principle of bibliography organization is
alphabetization. Entries are arranged in alphabetical order based on the
first letter of the author's last name. If a source has no author, it is
alphabetized by the first significant word of the title, excluding articles
such as "a," "an," or "the."

Indentation
Chicago style employs a hanging indent for bibliography entries. This means
the first line of each citation is flush with the left margin, and all
subsequent lines are indented. This formatting makes it easier to scan the
list and quickly identify individual entries and authors.



Punctuation and Capitalization
Precise punctuation is critical in Chicago style. Commas, periods, colons,
and parentheses all serve specific functions in delineating information
within a citation. Titles of books and journals are italicized, while titles
of articles and chapters are enclosed in quotation marks. Capitalization of
titles generally follows title case conventions.

Inclusion of Information
Each citation should include all necessary information to uniquely identify
the source. This typically includes author(s), title, publication information
(publisher, date, place), and for online sources, the URL and access date.
The specific elements required can vary depending on the type of source.

Bibliography Examples for Common Source Types

The Chicago Manual of Style accommodates a wide array of source materials.
Mastering the correct format for each type is essential for producing a
polished and accurate bibliography. Below are detailed examples for the most
frequently encountered sources.

Books
Citing books is a cornerstone of academic research. The format for a book
citation in Chicago style includes the author's name, the full title of the
book (italicized), and publication details. For the Notes-Bibliography
system, the author's name is listed as "Last Name, First Name," followed by a
period, then the italicized title, a comma, the place of publication, a
colon, the publisher, a comma, and the year of publication, ending with a
period.

Single Author Book:

Smith, John. The Art of Citation: A Comprehensive Guide. Chicago: University
of Chicago Press, 2020.

Two or Three Authors:

Doe, Jane, and Richard Roe. Advanced Research Methods. New York: Oxford
University Press, 2019.



Four or More Authors:

For four or more authors, list the first author followed by "et al." (and
others) in the bibliography. In the notes, you would list all authors the
first time and then use "et al." thereafter. However, for the bibliography,
the convention is to list the first author and then "et al."

Adams, Frank, et al. Modern Linguistics Today. London: Penguin Books, 2018.

Edited Book:

When citing an edited book where you are referencing the entire work, you
list the editor(s). If you are citing a specific chapter, you would cite the
chapter author and then the edited book.

Miller, Sarah, ed. Perspectives on Digital Humanities. Berkeley: University
of California Press, 2021.

Book with an Editor and Author (of a specific work within the book):

This scenario applies when citing a chapter or essay from an edited
collection. The bibliography entry for the chapter author typically comes
first, followed by the title of the chapter in quotation marks, and then
information about the book itself.

Williams, Emily. "The Evolution of Online Learning." In Innovations in
Education, edited by David Lee, 45–67. Boston: Harvard University Press,
2017.

Journal Articles
Journal articles are a vital part of academic discourse. When citing them in
a Chicago style bibliography, include the author(s), the article title in
quotation marks, the journal title italicized, the volume and issue numbers,
the year of publication, and the page range. For online journal articles
accessed via a database or DOI, include the DOI or URL.

Print Journal Article:

Garcia, Maria. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse." Journal
of Political Science 35, no. 2 (2022): 112–130.

Online Journal Article with DOI:



When a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is available, it is the preferred way
to cite online journal articles as it provides a stable link. The format is
similar to print articles but includes the DOI at the end.

Brown, David. "Artificial Intelligence in Healthcare." Nature Medicine 28,
no. 1 (2023): 150–155. doi:10.1038/s41591-022-02145-1.

Online Journal Article without DOI (from a database):

If no DOI is provided, use the URL of the article or the database from which
it was accessed, along with the access date. It is generally recommended to
use the DOI if available.

Chen, Li. "Renewable Energy Trends." Environmental Science Journal 10, no. 4
(2021): 56–70. Accessed December 15, 2023.
https://www.environmentalsciencejournal.com/articles/renew-energy.

Book Chapters
Citing individual chapters within edited collections is common. The format
emphasizes the chapter author and title, followed by the details of the
larger edited work.

Johnson, Robert. "Historical Perspectives on Urban Development." In Cities of
the Future, edited by Angela White, 78–99. New York: Routledge, 2019.

Websites and Online Sources
The dynamic nature of the internet necessitates clear guidelines for citing
online resources. Key information includes the author (if available), the
title of the specific page or article, the name of the website, the
publication or last updated date (if available), and the URL. Crucially,
include the date you accessed the material.

Webpage with Author and Date:

Davis, Sarah. "Understanding Climate Change." National Geographic, January
10, 2023. Accessed December 15, 2023.
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/climate-change-explained.

Website without Author or Specific Date:

When an author or specific publication date is not readily apparent, you may
need to omit these elements or use the website's general information.



Alphabetize by the website's title.

Wikipedia. "Chicago Manual of Style." Last modified September 28, 2023.
Accessed December 15, 2023.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago_Manual_of_Style.

Online Report:

White, Peter. The State of Artificial Intelligence Research. Tech Report
Series, no. 2022-05. Institute for Advanced Technology. Accessed December 15,
2023. https://www.iat.org/reports/ai-research-2022.

Newspaper and Magazine Articles
Newspaper and magazine articles are cited similarly, but with less emphasis
on the volume/issue numbers and more on the date and page numbers (for
print). For online articles, a URL is included.

Newspaper Article (Print):

Miller, Laura. "New Subway Line to Open Next Year." Chicago Tribune, December
10, 2023, sec. A1.

Magazine Article (Online):

Lee, Kevin. "The Future of Remote Work." Wired, November 2023. Accessed
December 15, 2023. https://www.wired.com/story/future-of-remote-work.

Other Common Sources
Chicago style also provides formats for less common sources such as
dissertations, theses, conference proceedings, and government documents.

Dissertation or Thesis:

Taylor, Andrew. "The Impact of Technology on Education." PhD diss.,
University of Illinois, 2022.

Conference Paper:



Roberts, Sarah. "Ethical Considerations in AI Development." Paper presented
at the International Conference on Artificial Intelligence, San Francisco,
CA, October 2023.

Government Document:

United States. Department of Justice. Report on Crime Statistics. Washington,
DC: Government Printing Office, 2021.

Key Differences: Notes vs. Author-Date System

It is crucial to recognize that the Chicago Manual of Style offers two
distinct citation systems: the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date
system. While the bibliography formatting shares many similarities, the way
sources are cited within the text differs significantly, which can influence
the final bibliography presentation.

The Notes-Bibliography system, favored in the humanities, uses footnotes or
endnotes to cite sources within the text. The bibliography at the end is a
more detailed list of all works consulted. The examples provided throughout
this article primarily reflect the Notes-Bibliography system, which is the
more prevalent choice for traditional academic papers.

The Author-Date system, common in the sciences and social sciences, uses
parenthetical in-text citations (e.g., (Smith 2020, 45)). The bibliography in
this system is often referred to as a "References" list, and its entries are
formatted slightly differently, often omitting less information in the in-
text citation but requiring more detail in the reference list itself. For
example, a book in Author-Date might look like: Smith, John. 2020. The Art of
Citation: A Comprehensive Guide. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Tips for Creating an Accurate and Effective
Bibliography

Crafting a flawless bibliography requires attention to detail and a
systematic approach. Even minor errors can detract from the professionalism
of your work.

Start Early: Don't wait until the last minute to compile your
bibliography. Keep track of your sources as you research and write.



Be Consistent: Adhere strictly to the chosen Chicago style (Notes-
Bibliography or Author-Date) and maintain consistency in formatting
throughout the entire list.

Use a Citation Manager (with caution): Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or
EndNote can be helpful, but always double-check their output against the
Chicago Manual of Style guidelines. They are not infallible.

Consult the Official Manual: For any ambiguities or less common source
types, always refer to the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of
Style.

Proofread Meticulously: After compiling your bibliography, proofread it
carefully for typos, punctuation errors, and formatting inconsistencies.
It's often helpful to have a peer review it as well.

By diligently following these examples and principles, you can ensure your
Chicago manual of style bibliography for papers is accurate, professional,
and a valuable asset to your academic work. Proper citation is not merely a
formality; it is a testament to your scholarly integrity and your engagement
with the broader academic conversation.

FAQ

Q: What is the main difference between a
bibliography and a works cited page in Chicago
style?
A: In the Chicago Manual of Style, the term "bibliography" broadly refers to
a list of sources. When using the Notes-Bibliography system, the final list
is often called "Works Cited," but it functions as a comprehensive
bibliography of all sources consulted and cited. The content and purpose
remain the same: to list and provide access to your sources.

Q: How do I format book titles in a Chicago style
bibliography?
A: Book titles in a Chicago style bibliography should be italicized. For
example: The History of the Renaissance. This applies whether you are using
the Notes-Bibliography system or the Author-Date system.



Q: What if I have a source with no author for my
Chicago bibliography?
A: If a source has no author, you should alphabetize the entry by the first
significant word of the title, ignoring articles like "A," "An," or "The."
For instance, an entry titled "The Future of Technology" would be
alphabetized under "F."

Q: How do I cite an article from an online journal
with a DOI in my Chicago bibliography?
A: For online journal articles with a DOI, you list the author(s), article
title in quotation marks, journal title in italics, volume and issue numbers,
publication year, and the DOI. Example: Doe, Jane. "New Discoveries in
Astronomy." Journal of Astrophysics 45, no. 3 (2022): 201–215.
doi:10.1007/s10686-021-09789-0.

Q: Should I include the access date for all online
sources in my Chicago bibliography?
A: Yes, it is generally recommended to include the access date for all online
sources, especially those that may be subject to change or removal, such as
webpages. This helps readers understand when you last viewed the material.
For sources with a stable URL like a DOI or permanent link, the access date
is sometimes considered optional by some instructors, but it's a good
practice to include it for clarity.

Q: How do I cite a website in my Chicago
bibliography if there is no publication date?
A: If a website or webpage lacks a specific publication or update date, you
can omit that element. However, you must always include the date you accessed
the material. For example: Smith, John. "Gardening Tips." Backyard Gardener.
Accessed December 15, 2023. https://www.backyardgardener.com/tips.

Q: What is the difference in author formatting for
the bibliography versus notes in the Notes-
Bibliography system?
A: In the bibliography for the Notes-Bibliography system, author names are
listed as "Last Name, First Name." In the footnotes or endnotes, the first
citation of a source uses "First Name Last Name," and subsequent citations
can use a shortened format. However, for the bibliography itself, it's always
"Last Name, First Name."



Q: How do I cite a chapter from an edited book in my
Chicago bibliography?
A: To cite a chapter from an edited book, you list the chapter author's name,
the chapter title in quotation marks, then "in" followed by the editor(s)'
name(s) and title(s), and finally the book title in italics and publication
details. Example: Green, Emily. "The Impact of Climate Change." In
Environmental Studies Today, edited by David White and Sarah Lee, 88–105. New
York: Academic Press, 2021.
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