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Mastering Chicago Manual of Style
Bibliography Examples for Online Sources

chicago manual of style bibliography examples for online sources can often feel daunting,
especially with the ever-evolving digital landscape. Ensuring accuracy and adherence to the latest
guidelines is crucial for academic integrity and clear communication. This comprehensive guide will
demystify the process, providing detailed explanations and practical examples for citing various
online materials, from websites and blog posts to articles from online journals and databases. We will
cover the fundamental principles of Chicago style citation for digital resources, emphasizing the
importance of providing sufficient information for readers to locate your sources. Mastering these
examples will empower you to confidently construct your bibliography, making your research more
credible and accessible.
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Understanding the Core Principles of Chicago Style for
Online Sources

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), in both its Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems,
requires consistent and comprehensive citation of all sources. When dealing with online materials, the
underlying principle remains the same: provide enough information for your reader to find the original
source with reasonable ease. This typically includes author, title, publication information (if available),
date of publication, and a stable locator like a URL or DOI. The digital nature of these sources
introduces unique challenges, such as the potential for content to change or disappear, which
necessitates careful attention to access dates in some cases.

The core components of a Chicago style citation for online sources aim to replicate the information
found in traditional print sources. For instance, an online journal article should provide elements
analogous to the author, title of the article, title of the journal, volume, issue, date, and page numbers
found in its print counterpart. For websites, the author or organization responsible, the title of the
page or site, and the publication or last updated date are essential. Understanding these parallels



helps in constructing accurate citations, even for less conventional digital formats.

Key Elements of a CMOS Online Citation

When constructing a bibliography entry for an online source, several key elements are consistently
required. These elements help readers navigate the digital space and verify the information
presented in your work. The specific order and formatting may vary slightly depending on the type of
online source, but the underlying information remains vital for a complete citation.

e Author or Editor (if applicable)

* Title of the specific work (e.g., article, webpage)

e Title of the larger work (e.g., website, journal, database)
e Publication or Last Updated Date

e URL or DOI (Digital Object Identifier)

e Access Date (especially if the content is likely to change or disappear)

The inclusion of a DOI is increasingly preferred over a URL when available, as DOIs are designed to be
persistent identifiers that will lead to the resource even if the URL changes. However, not all online
sources are assigned a DOI, making a stable URL an acceptable alternative. Always aim for the most
permanent locator.

Citing Websites and Web Pages

Citing websites and individual web pages is a common task for researchers utilizing online resources.
The Chicago Manual of Style provides clear guidelines to ensure these citations are informative and
correctly formatted. The goal is to provide the reader with all necessary information to locate the
specific page you consulted.

Individual Web Page Citation

For a specific web page, the citation should include the author or organization responsible for the
content, the title of the page, the name of the website (if different from the author/organization), and
the publication or last updated date. Crucially, you must also include the URL. Given the ephemeral
nature of web content, including an access date is often recommended.

Here is a template for an individual web page:



e Author Last Name, First Name, or Organization Name. "Title of Web Page." Title of Website (if
different from author/organization). Last Modified Date or Publication Date. URL. Accessed
Month Day, Year.

For example:

e Smith, John. "The Future of Artificial Intelligence." Tech Insights. Last Updated October 26,
2023. https://www.techinsights.com/future-ai. Accessed November 15, 2023.

* National Aeronautics and Space Administration. "Mars Exploration Program." NASA.gov. January
10, 2024. https://mars.nasa.gov/program. Accessed February 1, 2024.

Website as a Whole Citation

When you refer to a website broadly rather than a specific page, the citation format is slightly
different. You will typically cite the organization or individual responsible for the site and the name of
the website, along with its URL. An access date is also important here, as website content can be
updated or reorganized frequently.

Here is a template for a website as a whole:

e QOrganization Name or Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Website. URL. Accessed Month
Day, Year.

For example:

e World Health Organization. WHO Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) Dashboard.
https://covid19.who.int/. Accessed March 10, 2024.

e Jones, Emily. Personal Blog: Artful Musings. https://emilyjonesart.com/blog/. Accessed April 5,
2024.

Citing Online Journal Articles

Citing articles from academic journals that are published or accessed online requires a precise format
that reflects both the journal's original publication details and its online accessibility. CMOS provides
specific guidance for these types of sources to ensure clarity and ease of retrieval for your readers.



Journal Article Accessed Through a Database

When you find a journal article through a research database (like JSTOR, Project MUSE, or
EBSCOhost), you should cite it as you would a print journal article, but include the database name and

a stable URL or DOI if available. If no DOI is available, a stable URL for the article within the database
is preferred.

The general format is:

e Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page
numbers. Name of Database. URL or DOI.

Here are some examples:

e Chen, Li. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse." Journal of Communication Studies
45, no. 2 (2022): 112-135. Academic Search Premier.
https://doi.org/10.1080/00000000.2022.1234567.

e Garcia, Maria. "Sustainable Urban Planning Models." Environmental Policy Review 10, no. 1
(2023): 45-62. JSTOR. https://www.jstor.org/stable/98765432.

Journal Article Accessed Directly Online (Publisher's Website)

If you access an online journal article directly from the publisher's website, rather than through a
database, the citation will be similar but will focus on the publisher's provided URL or DOI. The key is
to provide the most stable and direct link to the content.

The format often looks like this:

e Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page
numbers. Publisher's URL or DOI.

[llustrative examples include:

e Williams, David. "The Evolution of Renaissance Art." Art History Quarterly 30, no. 3 (2021):
201-225. https://www.arthistoryquarterly.com/v30/i3/williams.

e Kim, Ji-hye. "Economic Growth in Southeast Asia." Asian Economic Journal 15, no. 4 (2023):
310-330. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12345-023-00987-x.



Citing Articles from Online Databases

Online databases are vast repositories of information, and citing articles found within them requires
careful attention to detail. The Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes providing enough information for
the reader to replicate your search or access the source.

General Article from an Online News Archive

Many news organizations maintain extensive online archives. When citing an article from such an
archive, it's important to include the author, title, publication name, and date, along with the URL and
access date.

A typical citation might be:

e Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Name of Publication. Publication Date. URL.
Accessed Month Day, Year.

Examples:

e Johnson, Robert. "Local Election Results Announced." The Chicago Tribune. November 8, 2023.
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/election/2023/11/08/local-election-results. Accessed
December 1, 2023.

¢ Patel, Aisha. "New Study on Climate Change Released." The Guardian. September 15, 2023.
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/09/15/climate-change-study. Accessed
October 1, 2023.

Article from a General Reference Database

Databases like Wikipedia or encyclopedias available online should also be cited meticulously. For
sources like Wikipedia, where content is constantly updated, the access date is particularly critical.

The format for a reference article typically includes:

e Author (if credited, otherwise skip). "Title of Article or Entry." Name of Encyclopedia or
Reference Work. Last Modified Date (if available) or Publication Date. URL. Accessed Month Day,
Year.

Here are some examples:



e "Quantum Computing." Wikipedia. Last modified March 5, 2024.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quantum_computing. Accessed March 15, 2024.

¢ "Photosynthesis." Britannica Online. Last updated January 20, 2024.
https://www.britannica.com/science/photosynthesis. Accessed February 10, 2024.

Citing E-books and Digital Books

Citing e-books requires a slightly different approach than traditional print books, as you'll need to
account for their digital format and how they were accessed. The Chicago Manual of Style
acknowledges the variations in e-book presentation.

E-book with a DOI or Stable URL

If an e-book has a DOI or a stable URL provided by the publisher, this should be included in the
citation. This provides the most reliable way for readers to find the specific version of the e-book you
used.

The format generally follows:

o Author Last Name, First Name. Title of E-book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of
Publication. DOI or Stable URL.

Examples:

e Adams, Eleanor. The History of the Internet. New York: Digital Press, 2020.
https://doi.org/10.1109/9780123456789.

e Brown, Samuel. Introduction to Machine Learning. Boston: Tech Publishing House, 2022.
https://www.techpublishing.com/ebooks/introduction-machine-learning.

E-book Accessed Through a Platform (e.g., Kindle, Google
Books)

When an e-book is accessed through a platform that doesn't provide a stable URL or DOI, you should
indicate the platform and potentially a relevant page number if applicable. The access date is crucial
in these cases.

A common format is:



e Author Last Name, First Name. Title of E-book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of
Publication. Accessed via Platform Name.

Consider these examples:

e Davis, Olivia. The Art of Storytelling. London: Narrative Books, 2021. Accessed via Kindle.

¢ White, Michael. Understanding Astrophysics. Toronto: Cosmos Publications, 2019. Accessed via
Google Books.

Citing Social Media and Other Digital Ephemeral
Content

Citing social media posts, videos, or other digital content that may not have a traditional publication
structure requires adaptation. The Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes capturing the essential
identifying information and providing a link if the content is publicly accessible.

Social Media Post Citation

For social media posts, you'll need to identify the author (username or real name if known), the
content of the post, the platform, and the date it was posted. A direct link is essential if the post is
public.

The format may look like this:

e Author Username or Real Name. "First few words of the post" (or description of content).
Platform Name. Month Day, Year. URL.

Examples:

e NASA. "First images from James Webb Space Telescope are here!" Twitter. July 12, 2022.
https://twitter.com/nasa/status/154685739987654321.

e @HistoryBuff101. "Fascinating details about the Roman Empire's fall." Facebook. October 25,
2023. https://www.facebook.com/historybuff101/posts/1234567890.



Online Video or Podcast Episode Citation

When citing online videos (e.g., YouTube) or podcast episodes, identify the creator/host, title,
platform, and date. A URL is mandatory for retrieval.

The typical format is:

e Creator Last Name, First Name, or Creator Username. "Title of Video or Episode." Title of
Channel or Podcast. Platform, Month Day, Year. URL.

[llustrative examples:

e CrashCourse. "The Renaissance: Was it Really a 'Rebirth'? - Crash Course World History 22."
YouTube. January 20, 2014. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U5F5H7eT9Xo.

e Smith, John. "Episode 5: The Future of AL." The Tech Talk Podcast. Apple Podcasts, December
15, 2023.
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-tech-talk-podcast/id12345678907episode=98765432
1.

The principles of clear attribution and reader accessibility remain paramount when citing any online
source in your Chicago style bibliography. By carefully following these examples and understanding
the underlying logic, you can ensure your citations are accurate, comprehensive, and contribute to
the overall credibility of your work.

Frequently Asked Questions About Chicago Manual of Style
Bibliography Examples for Online Sources

Q: What is the most critical element to include when citing a
website in a Chicago style bibliography?

A: The most critical element is a stable and accessible URL that leads directly to the content you
consulted. In addition to the URL, providing the author or organization, the title of the specific page or
website, and the publication or last updated date are also essential for a complete citation.

Q: Should | always include an access date for online sources
in my Chicago style bibliography?

A: Including an access date is highly recommended for online sources, especially for web pages, blog



posts, or any content that is subject to change or removal. It helps readers understand when you
accessed the information and provides a reference point if the content is later updated or deleted.

Q: What is a DOl and why is it preferred over a URL for online
journal articles?

A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique, persistent string of characters used to identify
electronic documents, particularly academic articles. It is preferred over a URL because it is designed
to remain stable even if the original web address of the article changes, ensuring long-term
accessibility.

Q: How do | cite a social media post if the author's real name
isn't readily available?

A: If the author's real name is not available, you should use their username or handle as the author.
Clearly indicate the platform (e.g., Twitter, Facebook, Instagram) and provide the full text or a
descriptive summary of the post, along with the date it was posted and the URL if it's publicly
accessible.

Q: Is there a difference in citing e-books accessed through
different platforms like Kindle or Google Books in Chicago
style?

A: Yes, while the core elements of author, title, publisher, and publication year remain the same, the
way you indicate access differs. For e-books with DOIs or stable URLs, use those. If accessed through
a platform without a stable link, indicate the platform (e.g., "Accessed via Kindle" or "Accessed via
Google Books").

Q: How should I cite an online article that has been updated
since its original publication date?

A: When an online article has been updated, you should cite the most recent publication or last
updated date that is clearly indicated on the page. If the original publication date is also important or
available, you may include it as well, often in parentheses after the updated date, to provide a fuller
context.

Q: What if an online source has no clear author or publication
date?

A: If an online source has no discernible author, you can use the name of the organization responsible
for the website or content. If there is no publication or last updated date, you may use "n.d." (no date)
in place of the date. However, always strive to provide as much identifying information as possible.
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