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The Chicago Manual of Style Bibliography Examples for Legal Citation: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual of style bibliography examples for legal citation can be a complex area, especially when
integrating legal sources into a document that adheres to Chicago's extensive style guidelines. This article
aims to demystify this process, providing clear, actionable examples and explanations to ensure accuracy and
consistency in your bibliographies. We will delve into the nuances of citing various legal materials, from
statutes and court cases to scholarly articles and books concerning law, all within the framework of the
Chicago Manual of Style. Understanding these specific citation practices is crucial for legal scholars,
researchers, and anyone needing to cite legal authority in academic or professional writing. This guide will

serve as your essential resource for mastering Chicago-style legal bibliography.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style and Legal Citation

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is renowned for its comprehensive approach to documentation,
offering two primary systems: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. While CMOS
primarily targets general academic and historical writing, it acknowledges the specialized needs of legal
scholarship. When legal materials are involved, writers must carefully navigate how CMOS principles
intersect with established legal citation conventions, which are predominantly governed by other style
guides like The Bluebook. This intersection requires a deliberate understanding of which style's rules take

precedence or how to adapt one to the other for a cohesive bibliography.

The fundamental challenge lies in harmonizing the Chicago style's emphasis on clarity and reader
accessibility with the precise, often abbreviated, nature of legal citations. Legal documents frequently rely

on specific formats to ensure immediate recognition of sources by legal professionals. Therefore, when



preparing a bibliography using CMOS for a work that includes legal citations, the goal is to maintain the
integrity of the legal citation while still fitting it into the overall structure and formatting expected by
Chicago style. This often involves prioritizing the accuracy of the legal citation’s core components and then

applying Chicago’s bibliographical presentation rules where applicable.

Core Principles of Chicago-Style Legal Bibliographies

When constructing a bibliography that incorporates legal materials under the Chicago Manual of Style,
several core principles guide the process. The paramount principle is accuracy; legal citations must be
verifiable and precise. Even within the broader framework of CMOS, the specific requirements for citing
statutes, cases, and other legal authorities must be met as they are traditionally understood in legal practice.
This means that abbreviations, case names, citations to reporters, and statutory references should adhere to

established legal conventions.

Another key principle is consistency. Once a particular method for citing a type of legal source is chosen, it
must be applied uniformly throughout the bibliography. This consistency extends to punctuation,
capitalization, and the ordering of elements within each citation. While Chicago style offers flexibility in
certain areas, when dealing with legal citations, adherence to established legal norms within the
bibliography is crucial. The bibliography should be alphabetized by the first significant word of each entry,
excluding articles like "A," "An," and "The," unless they are part of a proper name. Furthermore, each

entry should provide enough information for the reader to locate the original source without ambiguity.

Elements of a Legal Citation in a Chicago Bibliography

Regardless of the specific type of legal source being cited, certain elements are generally present in a
Chicago-style bibliography entry for legal materials. These elements are crucial for identifying the source
accurately and efficiently. While the order and specific formatting might vary slightly depending on the

source type, understanding these components is fundamental.

e Case Name: The full or commonly recognized name of the court case.

¢ Reporter Citation: The volume number, abbreviation of the reporter series, and the page number

where the case begins.
e Court and Year: The name of the court that issued the decision and the year of the decision.

o Statute Citation: For statutes, this includes the name of the act, the codified or uncodified section



number, and the year of enactment or latest amendment.
o Legislative History: Relevant legislative history details, if applicable and required.

¢ Secondary Sources: For legal articles or books, this would include author, title, publication details, and

page numbers.

Citing Statutes in a Chicago-Style Bibliography

Citing statutes in a Chicago-style bibliography requires careful attention to the specific act, its codification,
and the relevant jurisdiction. While Chicago style itself doesn't mandate a particular format for statutes,
legal practice dictates a precise method. For a bibliography entry, it is generally expected to provide the

full name of the statute, its codified location (if applicable), and the year of enactment or revision.

For instance, a federal statute might be cited by its popular name and its title and section in the United

States Code. State statutes will follow a similar pattern, referencing their respective state codes. The goal is
to make the statute easily identifiable and locatable by the reader. It's important to consult the most current
version of the relevant statutory code and ensure that the citation reflects the law as it currently stands, or

clearly indicates if an older version is being referenced.

Example of Statute Citation

When including a statute in your bibliography under Chicago style, the entry should be clear and

comprehensive. The following example illustrates how a federal statute might appear:

e Sherman Antitrust Act. 15 US.C. § 1 et seq. (2018).

In this example, the title of the act is italicized, followed by its reference within the United States Code
(US.C.), the specific section number ( § 1 et seq. indicates section 1 and all subsequent sections), and the
year of the code edition consulted. For state statutes, the format would adapt to the specific state's code

structure, for example, referencing the California Civil Code or the New York Consolidated Laws.



Citing Court Cases in a Chicago-Style Bibliography

Citing court cases in a Chicago-style bibliography demands precision regarding the case name, reporter
volume, reporter abbreviation, page number, and the court and year of the decision. Legal precedent is
heavily reliant on accurate case citations for verification and further research. When incorporating these
into a Chicago-style bibliography, the aim is to provide sufficient information for the reader to locate the

case in a law reporter or online database.

The structure typically involves the case name, followed by its citation to a legal reporter. For instance,
citing a Supreme Court case would involve its name, the volume and abbreviation of the United States
Reports (U.S.), and the page number. Cases from lower federal courts or state courts would similarly cite
their respective regional reporters. The inclusion of the court and the year of the decision is also a standard

practice.

Example of Case Citation

Here is an example of how a landmark Supreme Court case might be presented in a Chicago-style

bibliography:

e Miranda v. Arizona. 384 U.S. 436 (1966).

In this format, the case name is italicized, followed by the reporter citation: volume 384 of the United States
Reports (U.S.), starting on page 436. The decision was rendered by the U.S. Supreme Court in 1966. For
state cases, the reporter series abbreviation would change to reflect the relevant state or regional reporter,
such as the Pacific Reporter (P.) or the South Western Reporter (S.W.).

Citing Legal Periodicals and Articles

Legal scholarship is frequently published in law reviews and journals. When citing these articles in a
Chicago-style bibliography, you will need to include the author's name, the article title, the journal title,

volume number, issue number (if applicable), the year of publication, and the page range of the article.

The journal title is typically italicized, and the article title may be presented in roman type, often enclosed

in quotation marks, though CMOS allows flexibility here. The key is to ensure clarity and consistency. The



citation should enable a reader to find the exact article within the periodical. It's also common in legal
citation to include a pinpoint citation to a specific page within the article, especially in footnotes, but for the

bibliography, the full article range is usually sufficient.

Example of Legal Article Citation

An example of a legal periodical article in a Chicago-style bibliography could look like this:

e Cardozo, Benjamin N. "The Nature of the Judicial Process." The Yale Law Journal 32, no. 4 (April
1923): 412-30.

This entry provides the author's name, the article title in quotation marks, the journal title italicized, the
volume and issue numbers, the publication month and year, and the full page range of the article. Note the
structure of the date and the use of the article title in quotes, which is a common Chicago practice for

standalone works within a larger publication.

Citing Legal Treatises and Books

Legal treatises and scholarly books that discuss legal topics are essential resources for many researchers.
When citing these in a Chicago-style bibliography, the approach is similar to citing any other book but with
an emphasis on the legal context. Key elements include the author's full name, the title of the book

(italicized), the edition (if not the first), the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication.

When referencing specific sections or chapters within a treatise, this detail is usually reserved for in-text
citations or footnotes. The bibliography entry aims to identify the entire work. If you are citing a
foundational legal text, ensure you provide the most current edition available, as legal principles can
evolve. The goal is to give the reader all the necessary information to locate the specific edition of the book

you consulted.

Example of Legal Treatise Citation

Here is an example of how a legal treatise might be cited in a Chicago-style bibliography:



e LaFave, Wayne R. Search and Seizure: A Treatise on the Fourth Amendment. 5th ed. Vol. 1. St.
Paul, MN: West Academic Publishing, 2012.

This example includes the author's name, the italicized title of the treatise, the edition number (5th ed.),
the volume number, the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication. This format ensures
that the specific edition and publisher are clearly identified, which is important for legal texts where

different editions might contain variations in content.

Citing Online Legal Resources

The digital landscape has transformed legal research, making it essential to know how to cite online legal
resources within a Chicago-style bibliography. While the core principles of providing sufficient identifying

information remain, the inclusion of URLs and access dates becomes crucial for online materials.

When citing online statutes, cases, or secondary sources, you should provide the most complete citation
possible to the print version if one exists. If the resource is only available online, then the URL and the date
you accessed the material are essential. This allows readers to navigate to the source directly and verifies
that the information was available at the time of your research. Always prioritize stable links or permalinks

when available.

Example of Online Legal Resource Citation

Here’s an example of how an online legal resource might be cited:

¢ Federal Bureau of Investigation. "Freedom of Information Act." Accessed January 15, 2024.

https://www.fbi.gov/services/information-management/foia.

This example provides the name of the organization that published the information, the title of the specific
document or page (italicized if it's a standalone work, or in quotes), the phrase "Accessed" followed by the
date of access, and the full URL. If it were a specific legal document found online, it would also include any

available citation to a database or official publication.



Formatting Your Bibliography According to Chicago Style

‘When compiling your bibliography in Chicago style, whether it includes legal citations or not, adherence
to general formatting rules is essential for a professional presentation. The bibliography should be a separate
section at the end of your document, typically titled "Bibliography." Entries are usually double-spaced
within the entries and single-spaced between entries, with a double space between the title and the first
entry, though some prefer double-spacing throughout. Indentation also plays a role: the first line of each

entry is flush with the left margin, and subsequent lines are indented.

Alphabetization is by the author's last name or by the first significant word of the entry if no author is
listed. For legal citations, where the author might be a court or a government agency, alphabetization
follows standard rules. Ensure that all elements within each citation are presented in a clear and logical
order, respecting the conventions of both Chicago style and legal citation practices where they intersect.
Consistency in punctuation, capitalization, and the use of italics or quotation marks is paramount for a

polished and professional bibliography.

The integration of legal citations into a Chicago-style bibliography is a nuanced skill that requires balancing
the precise demands of legal authority with the stylistic requirements of Chicago. By understanding the
core principles, applying specific examples for statutes, cases, and secondary legal sources, and adhering to
general formatting guidelines, you can create an accurate, comprehensive, and professional bibliography

that meets the needs of both legal scholarship and academic presentation.

FAQ

Q How does the Chicago Manual of Style handle legal citations
differently from other academic styles?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) primarily addresses general academic and historical citation. When
legal materials are involved, CMOS acknowledges that specific legal citation conventions, often found in
guides like The Bluebook, take precedence. CMOS guides writers on how to integrate these specialized
legal citations into the overall structure of a Chicago-style bibliography, focusing on accuracy and reader

accessibility while respecting legal norms.

Q: Should I use The Bluebook or Chicago style for legal citations in my
bibliography?

A: The choice depends on your field and publisher. If you are writing for a legal journal or a publication

that explicitly requires The Bluebook, you should follow its rules for in-text citations and bibliography



entries. If your primary style guide is Chicago, and you are incorporating legal sources, you should adhere
to Chicago's bibliographical format while ensuring the legal citation itself is accurate according to legal

conventions. Consult your instructor or publisher for specific requirements.

Q What is the difference between a footnote citation and a bibliography
entry for legal sources in Chicago style?

A: Footnote citations in Chicago style are typically more detailed and include pinpoint references to specific
pages or sections of a legal source. Bibliography entries, on the other hand, provide a more general
overview of the source, listing the full work and essential identification details. The bibliography aims to

list all sources consulted, while footnotes provide immediate references to the exact information used.

Q How do I alphabetize legal citations in a Chicago-style bibliography?

A: Legal citations in a Chicago-style bibliography are alphabetized according to standard rules. Case names
are alphabetized by the first significant word (e.g., 'M' for Miranda v. Arizona). Statutes are alphabetized by
their common name or title (e.g., Sherman Antitrust Act). If a government agency or organization is the

author, it is alphabetized by the first letter of the agency's name.

Q What are the key components of citing a court case in a Chicago-style
bibliography?

A: A typical bibliography entry for a court case includes the italicized case name, the reporter citation
(volume number, reporter abbreviation, page number where the case begins), and the court and year of
the decision. For example: Marbury v. Madison, 5 U.S. (1 Cranch) 137 (1803).

Q How should I cite a statute in a Chicago-style bibliography if it is only
available online?

A: When citing a statute that is only available online, you should include the statute's name, its codified
location (if applicable), and crucially, the URL and the date you accessed it. For example: Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990. 42 U.S.C. § 12101 et seq. (2020). Accessed March 10, 2024.
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/620

Q: Is it necessary to italicize case names in a Chicago-style bibliography?

A: Yes, according to the Chicago Manual of Style, case names are generally italicized in bibliographical



entries. This convention helps distinguish case names from other textual elements and aligns with Chicago's

general practice of italicizing titles of standalone works.
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