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Mastering the Chicago Manual of Style Bibliography Examples for Endnotes

chicago manual of style bibliography examples for endnotes are crucial for academic integrity and clear
scholarly communication. Properly formatted citations demonstrate meticulous research and allow
readers to locate your sources, enhancing the credibility of your work. This comprehensive guide
delves into the intricacies of creating accurate bibliographies using endnotes as per the Chicago
Manual of Style (CMOS) guidelines. We will explore the fundamental principles of CMOS citation,
provide detailed examples for various source types, and offer practical advice for common challenges,
ensuring your academic writing adheres to the highest standards. Understanding these examples is

paramount for students, researchers, and anyone engaged in scholarly writing.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style Endnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography system and
the author-date system. This article focuses on the notes-bibliography system, which utilizes footnotes
or endnotes for in-text citations and a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work. In this
system, a superscript number in the text refers to a corresponding note (either a footnote at the bottom
of the page or an endnote at the end of the document). The bibliography, however, is distinct from the
notes and provides a complete list of all sources cited in the text, alphabetized by the author's last
name. While the notes provide the initial citation details, the bibliography offers a more condensed and

consistent overview of the research.

The fundamental difference between a note and a bibliography entry lies in their purpose and format.
Notes typically include more complete publication details, especially for the first citation of a source,

allowing readers to quickly identify the specific passage referenced. Subsequent citations of the same
source in the notes can be shortened. The bibliography, on the other hand, aims for consistency and
conciseness across all entries, regardless of how many times a source was cited. This dual approach

ensures both precise referencing and an easily navigable list of consulted materials.

Key Elements of a CMOS Endnote Bibliography

A well-constructed bibliography in Chicago style, when using the endnotes system, requires attention
to several core components. Each entry should ideally include the author's name, the title of the work,
and publication information. The specific details and their order can vary depending on the type of
source material. For instance, books require publisher and publication year, while journal articles need

volume and issue numbers, along with page ranges. Online sources demand URLs and access dates.



The overarching principle is to provide enough information for a reader to locate the source without
ambiguity. Even subtle variations in punctuation or the inclusion of specific data points can affect the
accuracy and completeness of an entry. Familiarizing oneself with these essential elements ensures

that each bibliography entry serves its purpose effectively.

Author's Name(s)

Full Title of the Work

Publication Information (publisher, city, year for books; journal title, volume, issue, year for

articles; website name, URL for online sources)

Page Numbers (for specific articles or chapters within a larger work)

Access Dates (for online sources)

Examples of Chicago Style Bibliography Entries for Endnotes

Navigating the nuances of citation can be complex. Below are detailed examples for various common

source types, illustrating the correct formatting for a bibliography intended to accompany endnotes.

Books

When citing a book in your bibliography, you will typically include the author's name, the full title

(italicized), and the publication details. For subsequent editions, the edition number should be noted.



Author Last Name, First Name. Book Title. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

Example:

Smith, John. The History of Chicago. Chicago: University of lllinois Press, 2021.

If there are multiple authors, list them in the order they appear on the title page. For editors, their role

is indicated by "(ed.)" or "(eds.)" after their name.

Example with two authors:

Johnson, Emily, and David Lee. Urban Planning Innovations. New York: Gotham Books, 2019.

Example with an editor:

Davis, Sarah, ed. Essays on Modern Literature. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2020.

Journal Articles

Journal articles require the author's name, the article title (in quotation marks), the journal title
(italicized), volume and issue numbers, and the publication year, followed by the page range of the

article.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page Range.

Example:
Williams, Robert. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse." Journal of Political Science 45,

no. 2 (2022): 112-130.

If the journal uses continuous pagination throughout a volume, the issue number might be omitted.

Always check the specific conventions of the journal you are citing.



Websites and Online Sources

Citing online content requires accuracy in identifying the author (if any), the title of the specific page or

article, the name of the website, the URL, and the date of access.

Author Last Name, First Name (if available). "Title of Specific Page or Article." Name of Website. Last

modified [Date] (if available). Accessed [Date of Access]. URL.

Example:
Brown, Michael. "Understanding Chicago's Architecture." City Guides Online. Last modified March 15,

2023. Accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.cityguidesonline.com/chicago-architecture.

If no author is listed, begin with the title of the page or article.

Example with no author:
"Best Pizza Places in Chicago." Chicago Foodie Blog. Accessed October 26, 2023.

https://chicagofoodieblog.com/best-pizza.

Chapters in Edited Books

When referencing a chapter within a larger edited work, you need to cite the chapter author, the

chapter title, the title of the book, the editor(s), and the page range of the chapter.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Chapter Title." In Book Title, edited by Editor First Name Last Name,

Page Range. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

Example:

Green, Olivia. "Early Settlers of Illinois." In The Prairie State: A History, edited by Thomas Evans,



45-78. Springdfield: lllinois Historical Society, 2018.

If there are multiple editors, use "(eds.)" after their names.

Dissertations and Theses

Dissertations and theses, whether published or unpublished, follow a specific format. Include the
author, title, degree sought, university, and year. If accessed online, include the database information

or URL.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Dissertation Title." PhD diss. (or Master's thesis). University Name,

Year. (If applicable: Accessed [Date]. Database Name or URL.)

Example:
White, Laura. "The Evolution of the Chicago Public Library System." PhD diss. University of Chicago,
2020. Accessed October 26, 2023. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses.

Newspapers and Magazine Articles

For articles from newspapers and magazines, include the author, article title, newspaper/magazine

title, date of publication, and page number(s).

Author Last Name, First Name. "Article Title." Newspaper/Magazine Title, Month Day, Year, Page(s).

Example (Newspaper):

Clark, Peter. "Downtown Development Boom Continues." Chicago Tribune, October 25, 2023, A1, AG.



Example (Magazine):

Miller, Susan. "Summer Festivals in the City." Chicago Magazine, June 2023, 32-35.

Legal Documents

Citing legal documents, such as court cases, statutes, or regulations, often follows specific legal
citation styles that may differ from general CMOS guidelines. However, for a general bibliography, you

would include relevant identifying information.

Name of Case, Volume Reporter Page (Court Year).

Example:

Marbury v. Madison, 5 U.S. 137 (1803).

For statutes, include the title, code, section, and year.

Example:

Civil Rights Act of 1964, Pub. L. No. 88-352, 78 Stat. 241 (1964).

Audiovisual Materials

For audiovisual materials like films or documentaries, you'll typically list the director, title, medium,

distributor, and year.

Director Last Name, First Name, dir. Title of Film. Directed by First Name Last Name. City of

Distribution: Distributor, Year of Distribution.



Example:
Spielberg, Steven, dir. Schindler's List. Directed by Steven Spielberg. Burbank, CA: Universal Studios

Home Entertainment, 1993.

For online videos, include the uploader, title, website, URL, and access date.

Example:
TED. "Brené Brown: The Power of Vulnerability." YouTube. Uploaded by TED, February 2010.
Accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i7gqWXIF6r4.

Formatting the Bibliography Page

The bibliography page itself has specific formatting requirements within the Chicago Manual of Style. It
should be titled "Bibliography" and appear at the end of your document. Entries are alphabetized by
the author's last name. The first line of each entry is flush with the left margin, and subsequent lines
are indented by half an inch (a hanging indent). Double-spacing is typically used within and between
entries, though some instructors may prefer single-spacing within entries and double-spacing between

them.

Consistency is key. Ensure that all entries follow the same spacing and indentation rules. The
alphabetical order should be strictly adhered to, making it easy for readers to locate specific sources.
Pay close attention to the arrangement of information within each entry as detailed in the examples

provided.

Common Pitfalls and Solutions

Many writers encounter challenges when creating bibliographies. One common pitfall is inconsistent

formatting. For example, using quotation marks for book titles or italicizing article titles. Always double-



check the CMOS guidelines for the correct punctuation and styling of each element. Another issue is
omitting crucial information, such as the publication date for a book or the URL for a website. Ensure

every necessary detail is present.

A frequent source of error is incorrect author attribution for edited works or anthologies. Remember to
cite the chapter author for a specific chapter, not just the editor of the entire book, in your bibliography
entry. For online sources, forgetting the access date can be problematic as web content can change or
disappear. Always include the date you last viewed the source. Proofreading meticulously is the best

defense against these common errors, ensuring accuracy and professionalism.

FAQ: Chicago Manual of Style Bibliography Examples for Endnotes

Q: What is the primary difference between a footnote/endnote and a

bibliography entry in the Chicago Manual of Style?

A: In the Chicago Manual of Style's notes-bibliography system, endnotes (or footnotes) provide a
citation for a specific instance where a source is used in the text, often including more detailed
information for the first citation. The bibliography, however, is a comprehensive, alphabetized list of all

sources cited in the work, offering a more concise and consistent overview of the research.

Q: How should | format the author’'s name in a bibliography entry when

using Chicago style for endnotes?

A: For bibliography entries in Chicago style, the author's last name comes first, followed by their first
name (e.g., Smith, John). If there are multiple authors, they are listed in the order they appear on the

title page.



Q: What is the correct way to cite a website in a Chicago style
bibliography accompanying endnotes?

A: To cite a website, you generally include the author's name (if available), the title of the specific page
or article in quotation marks, the name of the website in italics, and the URL. It's also crucial to include

the date you accessed the website.

Q: Should | italicize the title of a journal article in the bibliography if

I'm using endnotes?

A: No, in the Chicago Manual of Style bibliography, the title of a journal article is enclosed in quotation

marks, not italicized. The title of the journal itself, however, is italicized.

Q: How do | handle citing a book with multiple editions in my Chicago

style bibliography for endnotes?

A: When citing a book with multiple editions, you should include the edition number after the title. For

example, "The History of Chicago. 2nd ed. Chicago: University of lllinois Press, 2022."

Q: What is a hanging indent, and how do | apply it to my Chicago style
bibliography?

A: A hanging indent means that the first line of each bibliography entry is flush with the left margin,
and all subsequent lines are indented by half an inch. This formatting helps distinguish individual

entries and makes the list easier to read.



Q: Do | need to include page numbers for every source in my Chicago

style bibliography when using endnotes?

A: Page numbers are typically included in the bibliography for specific articles, chapters, or when citing
a particular passage from a book. For the full work, such as a complete book, you generally do not
need to list specific page numbers in the bibliography entry itself, though you would in the endnotes for

specific citations.

Q: How do | format a chapter from an edited book in a Chicago style

bibliography for endnotes?

A: For a chapter in an edited book, you cite the chapter author, the chapter title (in quotation marks),
the title of the book (italicized), the editor(s) of the book, and the page range of the chapter, followed

by the publication details of the book.
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