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Understanding Chicago Manual of Style Bibliography
Examples for Dissertations

chicago manual of style bibliography examples for dissertations are crucial for academic
scholars navigating the complexities of academic writing. A well-formatted bibliography, often
referred to as a "Works Cited" page in the Notes-Bibliography system or a "References" page in the
Author-Date system, demonstrates meticulous attention to detail and scholarly rigor. This
comprehensive guide will delve into the nuances of creating accurate and compliant bibliographies
according to the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), providing clear examples for
various source types commonly encountered in dissertations. We will explore both the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems, highlighting key differences and best practices for ensuring
your citations are consistently formatted and easily verifiable by your readers. Mastering these
citation styles is paramount for academic integrity and the successful completion of your doctoral
research.
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The Importance of a Properly Formatted Bibliography

A dissertation bibliography is more than just a list of sources; it's a critical component that validates
your research, acknowledges the intellectual contributions of others, and allows readers to trace
your evidence. In the academic world, adherence to a specific citation style, such as The Chicago



Manual of Style (CMOS), is non-negotiable. It ensures consistency across your work and within the
broader academic community, fostering clarity and preventing plagiarism. For dissertations, the
stakes are particularly high, as this document represents the pinnacle of your scholarly achievement.

The process of compiling a bibliography can seem daunting, but by understanding the underlying
principles and practicing with various examples, you can achieve accuracy and efficiency. A well-
organized bibliography not only reflects your diligence but also enhances the credibility of your
arguments by providing a clear roadmap of the scholarly landscape you engaged with. It’s an
integral part of academic discourse, signaling respect for intellectual property and facilitating
further research for those who follow.

Understanding the Two CMOS Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct systems for citation, and it is essential to know
which one your institution or discipline requires. The choice between these systems significantly
impacts how you present your sources both in-text and in your final bibliography. Understanding
these differences is the first step toward creating an accurate and compliant bibliography for your
dissertation.

The Notes-Bibliography System

The Notes-Bibliography system, favored in the humanities, uses footnotes or endnotes to cite
sources within the text. These notes provide the full bibliographic information for the first citation of
a source and a shortened form for subsequent citations. The bibliography at the end of the work
then lists all sources cited in the notes, alphabetized by author's last name. This system is
characterized by its detailed notes that can also accommodate supplementary information or
commentary.

The Author-Date System

The Author-Date system, more common in the sciences and social sciences, uses parenthetical in-
text citations that include the author's last name and the year of publication. For example, "(Smith
2023, 45)." The bibliography at the end of the work, typically titled "References," lists all cited
sources, also alphabetized by author's last name, but generally in a more condensed format than the
Notes-Bibliography system. This system prioritizes ease of locating information within the text and
the reference list.

Notes-Bibliography System: Core Principles and
Examples



The Notes-Bibliography system requires careful attention to detail in both the notes and the final
bibliography. While notes offer flexibility for commentary, the bibliography must be a clear,
alphabetized list of all sources used. Understanding the specific elements required for each source
type is crucial.

General Structure of a Bibliography Entry (Notes-
Bibliography)

In the Notes-Bibliography system, each bibliography entry typically includes the author's name (last
name first), the title of the work (italicized for books and journals, or in quotation marks for articles),
publication information (place, publisher, year for books; volume and issue for journals), and page
numbers if applicable. The primary goal is to provide enough information for a reader to locate the
exact source.

Book Example (Notes-Bibliography)

When citing a book in your bibliography using the Notes-Bibliography system, the format is
generally as follows: Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher,
Year of Publication.

For example:

e Smith, John. The History of Chicago Architecture. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2021.

If there are multiple authors, the first author is listed last name first, and subsequent authors are
listed first name first. For edited volumes where you are citing a chapter, the format shifts to
accommodate the editor(s) and the chapter title.

Journal Article Example (Notes-Bibliography)

Citing a journal article involves providing the author, article title, journal title, volume, issue, year,
and page numbers. The format is typically: Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of
Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page numbers.

For example:

e Johnson, Emily K. "Urban Planning and Social Equity." Journal of Urban Studies 45, no. 3
(2022): 112-135.

The article title is enclosed in quotation marks, while the journal title is italicized. Page ranges are
usually presented with an en dash.



Author-Date System: Core Principles and Examples

The Author-Date system streamlines in-text citations and presents a slightly different structure for
the bibliography, often titled "References." The focus here is on rapid identification of the source via
author and year, making it efficient for fields that require frequent referencing of data and
established findings.

General Structure of a References Entry (Author-Date)

In the Author-Date system, the references list also begins with the author's last name and first name.
However, the year of publication immediately follows the author's name, enclosed in parentheses.
The title of the work is then presented, followed by publication details. The overall entry aims for
conciseness while maintaining full discoverability.

Book Example (Author-Date)

For a book citation in the Author-Date system, the format is: Author Last Name, First Name. Year of
Publication. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher.

For example:

e Miller, David P. 2023. The Great Lakes Ecosystem. New York: Oxford University Press.

Note the placement of the year of publication immediately after the author's name. This is a key
differentiator from the Notes-Bibliography system.

Journal Article Example (Author-Date)

Journal articles in the Author-Date system follow a similar pattern, prioritizing the author and date.
The format is: Author Last Name, First Name. Year of Publication. "Title of Article." Title of Journal
Volume (Issue): Page numbers.

For example:

e Garcia, Maria S. 2022. "Climate Change Impacts on Agriculture." Environmental Science
Journal 55 (2): 201-225.

Again, the year is prominently placed. The inclusion of the issue number is often optional depending
on the journal's numbering scheme, but it's good practice to include it if available for full clarity.



Common Source Types and Their Chicago Style
Formats

Dissertations often draw upon a wide array of sources, from books and articles to websites, reports,
and even unpublished materials. Each type requires specific formatting conventions to ensure
accuracy and consistency within your bibliography.

Websites and Online Resources

Citing online resources requires capturing essential details like the author (if known), title of the
specific page or document, website name, publication or last updated date, and the URL. For the
Notes-Bibliography system, you'd also include an access date.

Example (Notes-Bibliography):

e National Archives and Records Administration. "America's Founding Documents." Accessed
December 10, 2023. https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs.

Example (Author-Date):

e National Archives and Records Administration. 2023. "America's Founding Documents."
Accessed December 10, 2023. https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs.

When citing online journal articles or books, the format often mirrors the print version, with the
addition of the URL and potentially a DOI (Digital Object Identifier).

Edited Books and Chapters

When citing a specific chapter within an edited book, you need to include details for both the
chapter and the book itself. The format typically involves the chapter author, chapter title, the
editor(s), the book title, and the book's publication information.

Example (Notes-Bibliography):

e Williams, Robert L. "The Sociological Impact of Industrialization." In Essays on Modern
History, edited by Sarah Chen, 87-112. New York: Academic Press, 2020.

Example (Author-Date):

e Williams, Robert L. 2020. "The Sociological Impact of Industrialization." In Essays on Modern
History, edited by Sarah Chen, 87-112. New York: Academic Press.



Note that the chapter title is in quotation marks, while the book title is italicized.

Reports and Government Documents

Reports and government documents can vary greatly in their structure. Key information to include is
the authoring body, the title of the report, publication number (if any), and the publication date.

Example (Notes-Bibliography):

e United States, Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. Statistical Abstract of the
United States, 2022. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 2023.

Example (Author-Date):

e United States, Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 2023. Statistical Abstract of
the United States, 2022. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office.

For a specific report within a series, you would adjust the title accordingly.

Tips for Creating and Maintaining Your Dissertation
Bibliography

Creating and maintaining a meticulous bibliography for your dissertation is an ongoing process, not
an end-of-project task. Proactive management will save you considerable time and prevent last-
minute stress.

Utilize Citation Management Software

Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can be invaluable for managing your sources. These
programs allow you to store bibliographic information, organize your research, and often generate
bibliographies in various styles with minimal manual effort. Properly inputting your source data into
these tools from the outset is key to their effectiveness.

Keep Detailed Notes as You Research

As you read and take notes, always record the full bibliographic information for each source
immediately. This includes author, title, publication details, page numbers, and any relevant URLs or
DOlIs. Cross-referencing these notes with your citation management software or manual records will
prevent omissions and inaccuracies later on.



Review and Proofread Meticulously

Once your bibliography is compiled, proofread it with extreme care. Pay attention to alphabetical
order, consistent punctuation, capitalization, and formatting of titles and names. A single misplaced
comma or incorrect italicization can detract from the professional presentation of your dissertation.

Final Considerations for Dissertation Bibliographies

The culmination of your dissertation research is presented not only in your prose but also in the
comprehensive list of sources you have consulted. The Chicago Manual of Style provides a robust
framework for this, ensuring academic honesty and facilitating further scholarship.

Remember that specific requirements can vary by institution, so always consult your university's
graduate handbook or departmental guidelines for any particular stipulations regarding bibliography
formatting. Adhering to these guidelines, alongside the principles of CMOS, will ensure your
dissertation meets the highest academic standards. The effort invested in a flawless bibliography is a
testament to your commitment to scholarly excellence.

FAQ

Q: What is the most important rule when creating a Chicago
Manual of Style bibliography for a dissertation?

A: The most important rule is consistency. Whether you are using the Notes-Bibliography or Author-
Date system, ensure that every entry adheres strictly to the chosen style's rules for punctuation,
capitalization, order of elements, and formatting of titles. Inconsistencies can undermine the
credibility of your work.

Q: Should I include sources I consulted but did not directly
cite in my dissertation in the bibliography?

A: Generally, in both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems, the bibliography should only
include sources that were actually cited within the text of your dissertation. If you wish to
acknowledge sources that informed your thinking but were not directly referenced, some disciplines
allow for an "Acknowledgments" section or a supplementary "Further Reading" list, but this is
separate from the primary bibliography.

Q: How do I handle different editions of the same book in my
Chicago Manual of Style bibliography for a dissertation?

A: When citing different editions of the same book, you must clearly indicate the edition number
(e.g., 2nd ed., rev. ed.). In the Notes-Bibliography system, this information typically appears after



the title, and in the Author-Date system, it also follows the title. Always cite the specific edition you
used.

Q: What is the difference between a "Works Cited" page and a
"Bibliography” in the Chicago Manual of Style for a
dissertation?

A: In the context of The Chicago Manual of Style, "Works Cited" is a term more commonly associated
with the Notes-Bibliography system, referring to the list of sources you have cited. "Bibliography"
can sometimes be used more broadly to include all sources consulted, but for dissertation purposes
within the Notes-Bibliography system, it typically functions as the list of cited works. In the Author-
Date system, the list is almost universally referred to as "References."

Q: How do I format a DOI or URL in my Chicago Manual of
Style dissertation bibliography?

A: For both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems, it is standard practice to include the
DOI (Digital Object Identifier) or URL for online sources. DOIs are preferred as they are persistent
identifiers. They are usually placed at the end of the citation. For online sources without a DOI,
provide the URL and, for the Notes-Bibliography system, also include the date of access.

Q: What if I have multiple works by the same author in my
Chicago Manual of Style dissertation bibliography?

A: When you have multiple works by the same author, alphabetize them by title. For subsequent
works by the same author after the first one listed, you can replace the author's name with a series
of em dashes (—) followed by a period, as long as the em dash is the same length as the author's
name. This applies to both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems.

Q: How do I cite a dissertation or thesis in my Chicago Manual
of Style bibliography?

A: To cite a dissertation or thesis, you will typically include the author's name, the dissertation title
(italicized), the degree obtained (e.g., PhD diss., MA thesis), the institution, and the year of
completion. For unpublished dissertations, you might also include information about where it is
available (e.g., university repository or ProQuest). For example (Notes-Bibliography): Doe, Jane. The
Evolution of Modern Literature. PhD diss., University of Chicago, 2023.

Q: Is there a specific font or font size required for a Chicago
Manual of Style bibliography in a dissertation?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style itself does not mandate a specific font or font size for bibliographies.
However, most universities and departments have their own formatting guidelines. Generally, it is
recommended to use a standard, readable font (like Times New Roman or Arial) in a 12-point size,



matching the rest of your dissertation text. Always check your institution's specific requirements.
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