chicago manual of style bibliography
examples for citations

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and comprehensive
style guide used in academic and professional writing. Its meticulous
approach to citations ensures consistency and clarity in scholarly work.
Understanding how to format bibliographies and citations according to CMOS is
crucial for avoiding plagiarism and giving proper credit to sources. This
article will delve into various Chicago Manual of Style bibliography examples
for citations, covering a range of common source types. We will explore the
nuances of citing books, journal articles, websites, and more, providing
clear, actionable examples to guide your writing process. Mastery of these
examples will empower you to create accurate and professional bibliographies
for your research papers, theses, dissertations, and other scholarly
endeavors.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Bibliography

A bibliography, often referred to as a "Works Cited" or "References" page in
other styles, serves as a comprehensive list of all the sources consulted and
cited within a document according to the Chicago Manual of Style. Its primary
purpose is to allow readers to locate the original works and verify the
information presented in the text. By providing detailed publication
information for each source, the bibliography acts as a roadmap for further
research and demonstrates the writer's diligence in engaging with existing
scholarship. This attention to detail is fundamental to academic integrity
and contributes significantly to the credibility of the written work.

The bibliography is distinct from a works cited list in some contexts, as a
bibliography may include sources that were consulted but not directly quoted
or paraphrased. However, in most academic settings following CMOS,
particularly when using the author-date system, the terms are often used
interchangeably to denote the list of all sources referenced. Regardless of
the specific terminology, the core function remains the same: to provide full
bibliographic details of the materials used. Adhering to the specific
formatting guidelines for Chicago Manual of Style bibliography examples for
citations is paramount for clarity and consistency.



Key Elements of a CMOS Bibliography Entry

Chicago Manual of Style bibliography examples for citations share common
structural components, though their exact arrangement and punctuation vary
depending on the source type. Generally, a bibliography entry aims to provide
enough information for a reader to identify and retrieve the source without
ambiguity. These essential elements typically include the author's name, the
title of the work, publication details such as the publisher and date, and
location information like page numbers or URLs.

The order in which these elements appear is crucial. For instance, author
names are usually listed last name first, followed by a comma, and then the
first name. Titles of books and journals are italicized, while titles of
articles or chapters are enclosed in quotation marks. Publication
information, including the place of publication, publisher, and year, are
also key. For digital resources, the inclusion of a DOI (Digital Object
Identifier) or a stable URL is increasingly important. Understanding these
fundamental components is the first step in correctly constructing any
Chicago Manual of Style bibliography example.

Author Information

The author's name is typically the first element in a bibliography entry. For
individual authors, the format is Last Name, First Name. If there are
multiple authors, the first author is listed last name first, and subsequent
authors are listed first name first. For edited volumes, the editor's name
will appear, often with "ed." or "eds." following their name. Corporate
authors or government agencies are listed by their organizational name.

Title of the Work

The title of the work being cited is presented in italics for standalone
works such as books, journals, and websites. For shorter works that are part
of a larger whole, such as chapters in a book or articles in a journal, the
title is enclosed in quotation marks. This distinction is vital for correct
formatting in Chicago Manual of Style bibliography examples.

Publication Details

This includes information about where and when the work was published. For
books, this typically includes the city of publication, the publisher's name,
and the year of publication. For journal articles, the journal title, volume
number, issue number, and the year of publication are essential. For online
resources, the date of access might also be required.



Citing Books in Your Bibliography

Citing books is a fundamental aspect of academic writing, and the Chicago
Manual of Style provides clear guidelines for various book formats. Whether
it's a single-author monograph, an edited volume, or a book with multiple
authors, accurate representation in the bibliography is key. These Chicago
Manual of Style bibliography examples for citations will cover the most
common scenarios.

Single-Author Book

For a book authored by a single person, the entry begins with the author's
last name, followed by their first name. The title of the book is italicized,
followed by the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of
publication. Commas and periods are used strategically to separate these
elements.

e Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher,
Year.

For example:

Smith, John. The History of Chicago. Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2020.

Book with Two or Three Authors

When a book has two or three authors, the first author is listed last name
first, and the subsequent authors are listed first name first. The word "and"
precedes the last author's name.

e Last Name, First Name, First Name Last Name, and First Name Last Name.
Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

For example:

Adams, Mark, Susan Lee, and David Chen. Urban Planning in the 21st Century.
New York: Routledge, 2019.

Edited Book

For an edited book, the editor's name is listed first, followed by "ed." or
"eds." for editor(s). The title of the book remains italicized, followed by
the publication information.



e Last Name, First Name, ed. Title of Book. Place of Publication:
Publisher, Year.

For example:

Garcia, Maria, ed. Contemporary Literary Theory. London: Bloomsbury Academic,
2021.

Citing Journal Articles for Your Bibliography

Journal articles are a staple in academic research, and Chicago Manual of
Style bibliography examples for citations require specific formatting to
clearly distinguish them from books. Accuracy in providing journal title,
volume, issue, and page numbers is crucial for retrieval.

Journal Article with One Author

For a journal article by a single author, the author's name is listed first,
followed by the title of the article in quotation marks. The journal title is
then italicized, followed by the volume number, issue number, and the page
range of the article. The year of publication is typically placed at the end.

e Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no.
Issue (Year): Page range.

For example:

Williams, Sarah. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse." Journal
of Communication Studies 45, no. 2 (2022): 112-130.

Journal Article with DOI

When a journal article has a DOI (Digital Object Identifier), it should be
included for easier online retrieval. The DOI is usually placed at the end of
the citation.

e Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no.
Issue (Year): Page range. doi:XX.XXXX/YYYY.

For example:

Brown, Michael. "Renewable Energy Trends in Developing Nations." Global
Environmental Science 18, no. 4 (2023): 55-78.
doi:10.1080/12345678.2023.987654.



Citing Websites and Online Resources

The internet has become a vast repository of information, and citing websites
correctly is an essential skill. Chicago Manual of Style bibliography
examples for citations of online resources prioritize accessibility and date
of access, as web content can change frequently.

Website with Author

If a website has a clearly identified author, the citation follows a
structure similar to that of a book chapter or article, including the
author's name, the title of the specific page or article, the website name,
and the URL. The date of publication or last update, if available, and the
date of access are also important.

e Last Name, First Name. "Title of Web Page." Title of Website.
Publication Date or Last Update. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

For example:

Johnson, Emily. "Understanding Climate Change Models." Environmental Science
Today. November 15, 2023. Accessed January 10, 2024.
https://www.envsciencetoday.com/climate-models.

Website without an Author

When a website lacks a specific author, the citation begins with the title of
the web page or article. The name of the website follows, along with
publication details and the URL. The date of access is crucial for online
resources without fixed publication dates.

e "Title of Web Page." Title of Website. Publication Date or Last Update.
Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

For example:

"The Latest Innovations in Artificial Intelligence." Tech Insights Daily.
January 5, 2024. Accessed January 10, 2024.
https://www.techinsightsdaily.com/ai-innovations.

Citing Other Common Source Types

Beyond books and journal articles, academic research often draws from a
variety of other sources. Understanding how to format these in your



bibliography is crucial for comprehensive citation practices. These Chicago
Manual of Style bibliography examples illustrate common but less frequent
source types.

Newspaper Article

Citing newspaper articles involves providing the author's name (if
available), the article title, the newspaper title, the date of publication,
and the page number(s) or URL.

e Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Name of Newspaper, Month Day,
Year, Page Number.

For example:

Davis, Robert. "City Council Debates New Zoning Laws." Chicago Tribune,
January 9, 2024, BI.

Book Chapter

When citing a chapter from an edited book, you need to include the chapter
author, chapter title, book title, editor(s), and publication information.

e Last Name, First Name. "Title of Chapter." In Title of Book, edited by
First Name Last Name, Page range. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

For example:

Miller, Anna. "Postmodernism in Literature." In Contemporary Literary Theory,
edited by Maria Garcia, 150-175. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2021.

Dissertation or Thesis

Dissertations and theses are cited by the author's name, the title of the
work, and the degree for which it was submitted, along with the institution
and year. If accessed online, a URL or database information may be included.

e Last Name, First Name. "Title of Dissertation." PhD diss., Name of
University, Year.

For example:

Chen, Li. "The Economic Impact of Renewable Energy Subsidies." PhD diss.,
Stanford University, 2020.



Formatting Your Bibliography Page

The consistent formatting of your bibliography page is as important as the
accuracy of individual entries. The Chicago Manual of Style has specific
guidelines for the overall presentation of this list, ensuring a professional
and organized appearance. Following these guidelines will enhance the
readability and credibility of your work.

The bibliography should begin on a new page, following the main text of your
document. The title "Bibliography" should be centered at the top of the page,
without any embellishment such as italics or bolding. All entries are
typically double-spaced, and each entry begins with a hanging indent, meaning
the first line of each entry is flush with the left margin, and subsequent
lines are indented. This convention makes it easier to distinguish between
individual entries.

The entries within the bibliography are arranged alphabetically by the
author's last name. If an author has multiple works listed, these are
arranged chronologically by publication year, with the earliest work
appearing first. If a work has no author, it is alphabetized by its title,
ignoring initial articles like "a," "an," or "the." Adhering to these
structural and alphabetical conventions is essential for creating a polished
and professional Chicago Manual of Style bibliography.

Alphabetical Order

The cornerstone of a well-organized bibliography is alphabetical order. All
entries are arranged alphabetically according to the last name of the author.
If a source has no author, it is alphabetized by the first significant word
of its title. This ensures that readers can quickly locate specific sources
within the list.

Hanging Indents

A key formatting requirement for Chicago Manual of Style bibliography
examples is the use of hanging indents. This means that the first line of
each bibliographic entry starts at the left margin, while all subsequent
lines for that same entry are indented by a standard amount (usually 0.5
inches). This formatting convention visually separates each entry, making the
bibliography easier to scan and read.

Spacing and Line Breaks

Consistency in spacing is vital for a professional bibliography. Generally,
the entire bibliography page should be double-spaced. However, some scholars



opt for single-spacing within entries and a double space between entries for
further visual separation. The most critical rule is consistency throughout

the entire list. Ensure there are no blank lines within an individual entry,
only between entries if that is your chosen style.

Q: What is the main difference between a
bibliography and a works cited list in Chicago
style?

A: In the Chicago Manual of Style, a bibliography can sometimes include
sources that were consulted but not directly cited in the text, while a works
cited list typically includes only those sources that were explicitly
referenced. However, in practice, especially when using the author-date
system, the terms are often used interchangeably to refer to the list of all
sources used in the paper.

Q: How do I format an online book in my Chicago
Manual of Style bibliography examples?

A: To format an online book, you would typically include the author's name,
the title of the book (italicized), publication information (publisher and
year), and the URL or DOI. If the book is from a subscription database, you
would cite the database name and provide a stable link or DOI. For example:
Author, First Name. Title of Book. Publisher, Year. URL or DOI.

Q: What if a source in my Chicago Manual of Style
bibliography has no author listed?

A: If a source has no author, the entry begins with the title of the work.
For books, the title would be italicized. For articles or web pages, the
title would be in quotation marks. The entry is then alphabetized by the
first significant word of the title, ignoring articles like "a," "an," or
"the."

Q: How do I cite a government document in a Chicago
Manual of Style bibliography?

A: Government documents are usually cited by the name of the government
agency or body that issued the document. This agency name acts as the author.
For example: United States. Congress. House. Committee on Ways and Means.
Report on Tax Reform. 117th Cong., 2d sess., 2022. If a specific author
within the agency is named, that individual's name may be used, followed by
the agency name.



Q: What is the correct way to format a bibliography
entry for a podcast in Chicago style?

A: To cite a podcast, you would typically include the host's name (if known)
or the podcast title, the episode title (in quotation marks), the podcast
name (italicized), the producer or network, the date of publication, and the
URL or platform. For example: Host, First Name. "Episode Title." Podcast
Name. Producer/Network, Month Day, Year. URL.

Q: When do I need to include the date of access for
a website citation in my Chicago Manual of Style
bibliography examples?

A: You should include the date of access for websites, especially those that
are likely to change over time or may not have a clear publication or last
updated date. This helps readers know when you accessed the information, as
its content might be updated or removed later.

Q: How do I handle multiple works by the same author
in my Chicago Manual of Style bibliography?

A: When an author has multiple works listed in your bibliography, arrange
those entries alphabetically by title. If two works have the same title,
arrange them by publication date, with the earliest work appearing first. For
subsequent works by the same author, instead of repeating the author's name,
you can use three hyphens followed by a period (---.).

Q: What are the formatting requirements for the
bibliography page itself in Chicago style?

A: The bibliography page should begin on a new page with the title
"Bibliography" centered at the top. Entries are typically double-spaced
throughout, with a hanging indent for each entry (the first line flush left,
subsequent lines indented). The entries are arranged alphabetically by the
author's last name.
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