
chicago manual of style bibliography
examples for an essay
The Chicago Manual of Style Bibliography Examples for an Essay are essential for academic and
professional writing. Understanding how to correctly format citations in a bibliography is crucial for
giving credit to sources, avoiding plagiarism, and demonstrating thorough research. This guide will
delve into the intricacies of creating a Chicago-style bibliography, covering common source types
like books, journal articles, and websites, and providing clear, practical examples. We will explore
the fundamental principles of Chicago style, discuss the difference between notes-bibliography and
author-date systems, and offer detailed instructions on formatting various media. Mastering these
citation formats will enhance the credibility and polish of your academic work.
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Understanding Chicago Style
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and comprehensive style guide for
American English writing, particularly prevalent in academic and publishing circles. It offers two
distinct systems for citation: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. Both
systems aim to provide readers with clear and complete information about the sources consulted,
allowing them to locate and verify the cited material. The choice between these systems often
depends on the discipline or the specific requirements of a publisher or academic institution.

The notes-bibliography system, often preferred in the humanities, uses footnotes or endnotes to cite
sources within the text. The bibliography, placed at the end of the work, provides a full listing of all
sources cited in the notes. This system allows for more narrative flexibility in the main text while still
ensuring all sources are accounted for. The author-date system, more common in the social sciences
and sciences, uses in-text parenthetical citations that correspond to an entry in a reference list at
the end of the document.

The Notes-Bibliography System
In the notes-bibliography system, every time a piece of information or an idea is drawn from an
external source, a corresponding note (either a footnote at the bottom of the page or an endnote at



the end of the chapter or document) is generated. These notes typically include abbreviated citation
information, with the first full citation of a source appearing in the bibliography at the end of the
work. Subsequent citations in the notes can be shortened.

The bibliography itself is a comprehensive list of all sources that were cited in the notes. It is
arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. The primary purpose of the bibliography is to
offer a complete overview of the research undertaken, allowing readers to easily find the full
bibliographic details of any source mentioned in the notes. This system emphasizes the author's
narrative and scholarly argument while meticulously attributing all borrowed material.

The Author-Date System
The author-date system offers a more concise approach to in-text citation. Instead of footnotes or
endnotes, parenthetical citations are inserted directly into the text. These citations typically include
the author's last name and the year of publication, and often a page number if specific information is
being referenced. For example, a citation might appear as (Smith 2020, 123).

This system necessitates a reference list at the end of the paper, which mirrors the bibliography in
the notes-bibliography system in its alphabetical arrangement and comprehensiveness of cited
works. The reference list provides the full bibliographic details for each source cited in the text. This
method is favored for its efficiency and directness, allowing readers to quickly identify the source of
information without interrupting the flow of the main text with footnotes.

Core Elements of a Bibliography Entry
Regardless of the citation system used, a Chicago-style bibliography entry generally comprises
several key components. These elements, when presented in the correct order and format, provide
all the necessary information for a reader to locate the source. Understanding these core
components is fundamental to creating accurate and effective bibliography entries.

Author's name(s)

Title of the work

Publication information (place of publication, publisher, year of publication)

Information specific to the type of source (e.g., journal title, volume, issue, page numbers for
articles; URL and access date for websites)

Author's Name
The author's name is typically the first element in a bibliography entry. For the notes-bibliography
system, the last name comes first, followed by a comma, then the first name and any middle names



or initials. For example: Smith, John D. If there are multiple authors, the first author's name is
inverted, but subsequent authors' names are listed in normal order (first name first). For the author-
date system, the order is the same: Last Name, First Name.

Title of the Work
The title of the work being cited is usually italicized if it is a standalone work, such as a book or a
website. If it is a part of a larger work, such as an article in a journal or a chapter in a book, the title
is typically enclosed in quotation marks. Proper capitalization rules, following CMOS guidelines,
should be applied to the title.

Publication Information
This includes the place of publication (city), the publisher's name, and the year the work was
published. For books, this information is crucial for identification. For electronic sources, publication
details might be less extensive, but include information like the name of the website or the
organization responsible for its content, along with the date of publication or last revision, if
available.

Chicago Manual of Style Bibliography Examples: Books
Citing books is a common task in academic writing. The formatting for books in a Chicago-style
bibliography is generally straightforward, but specific details can vary based on whether it's a
single-author, multi-author, or edited work. The following examples illustrate standard formatting
for the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system.

Single-Author Book
For a single-author book, the entry begins with the author's last name, followed by their first name.
The title of the book is italicized. The publication information includes the city of publication, the
publisher, and the year.

Notes-Bibliography System Example:

Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. City: Publisher, Year.

Smith, John. The History of Chicago. New York: Penguin Books, 2018.

Author-Date System Example:

Last Name, First Name. Year. Title of Book. City: Publisher.

Smith, John. 2018. The History of Chicago. New York: Penguin Books.

Book with Two or Three Authors
When a book has two or three authors, the first author's name is inverted, and the subsequent
authors' names are listed in normal order. The "and" conjunction is used before the last author's



name.

Notes-Bibliography System Example:

Last Name, First Name, First Name Last Name, and First Name Last Name. Title of Book. City:
Publisher, Year.

Adams, Jane, David Lee, and Maria Garcia. Urban Planning in the 21st Century. Chicago: University
of Chicago Press, 2020.

Author-Date System Example:

Last Name, First Name, First Name Last Name, and First Name Last Name. Year. Title of Book. City:
Publisher.

Adams, Jane, David Lee, and Maria Garcia. 2020. Urban Planning in the 21st Century. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press.

Edited Book
For an edited book, the editor(s) are listed, often with "ed." or "eds." following their names. The title
of the book is italicized, and the publication details follow as usual.

Notes-Bibliography System Example:

Editor Last Name, First Name, ed. Title of Book. City: Publisher, Year.

Chen, Li, ed. Essays on Modern Literature. London: Oxford University Press, 2019.

Author-Date System Example:

Editor Last Name, First Name, ed. Year. Title of Book. City: Publisher.

Chen, Li, ed. 2019. Essays on Modern Literature. London: Oxford University Press.

Chicago Manual of Style Bibliography Examples:
Journal Articles
Journal articles are a vital source for academic research. The Chicago Manual of Style provides
specific formatting for these entries, which includes the author's name, the article title (in quotation
marks), the journal title (italicized), volume and issue numbers, and page numbers, along with the
year of publication.

Single-Author Journal Article
The entry begins with the author's name, followed by the article title. The journal title is italicized,
and specific volume and issue information, along with page range, are provided.

Notes-Bibliography System Example:

Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page numbers.

Davis, Robert. "The Impact of Technology on Education." Journal of Educational Research 45, no. 3
(2021): 112-130.

Author-Date System Example:



Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume (Issue): Page numbers.

Davis, Robert. 2021. "The Impact of Technology on Education." Journal of Educational Research 45
(3): 112-130.

Journal Article with DOI
When a journal article has a Digital Object Identifier (DOI), it should be included in the citation. This
provides a stable link to the article online.

Notes-Bibliography System Example:

Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page numbers.
doi:XX.XXXX/YYYYYY.

Martinez, Sofia. "Sustainable Urban Development." Environmental Studies Quarterly 12, no. 1
(2022): 45-62. doi:10.1080/12345678.2022.1987654.

Author-Date System Example:

Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume (Issue): Page numbers.
doi:XX.XXXX/YYYYYY.

Martinez, Sofia. 2022. "Sustainable Urban Development." Environmental Studies Quarterly 12 (1):
45-62. doi:10.1080/12345678.2022.1987654.

Chicago Manual of Style Bibliography Examples:
Websites
Citing online sources requires careful attention to detail, as information can be less structured than
in print. CMOS provides guidelines for website citations that include the author (if available), the
title of the page or article, the name of the website, and the URL, along with the date of access or
publication.

Web Page with Author
If an author is listed for the web page, their name is included. The title of the page is enclosed in
quotation marks, and the website name is italicized. The URL and date of access are essential.

Notes-Bibliography System Example:

Last Name, First Name. "Title of Web Page." Name of Website. Date of Publication or Last Revision.
Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Johnson, Emily. "The Future of AI." Tech Insights Blog. Last modified December 15, 2022. Accessed
January 10, 2023. https://www.techinsights.com/future-of-ai.

Author-Date System Example:

Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Web Page." Name of Website. Accessed Month Day, Year.
URL.

Johnson, Emily. 2022. "The Future of AI." Tech Insights Blog. Accessed January 10, 2023.
https://www.techinsights.com/future-of-ai.



Website without a Specific Author
When a website page does not have a clearly identified author, the entry begins with the title of the
page. The website name follows, along with the URL and access date.

Notes-Bibliography System Example:

"Title of Web Page." Name of Website. Date of Publication or Last Revision. Accessed Month Day,
Year. URL.

"Understanding Climate Change." Global Environmental Agency. Published March 1, 2021. Accessed
February 15, 2023. https://www.globalenvironment.org/climate-change.

Author-Date System Example:

Title of Web Page. Year. Name of Website. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Understanding Climate Change. 2021. Global Environmental Agency. Accessed February 15, 2023.
https://www.globalenvironment.org/climate-change.

Chicago Manual of Style Bibliography Examples: Other
Sources
Beyond books and journal articles, academic research often involves a diverse range of sources,
including newspapers, magazines, dissertations, and even interviews. The Chicago Manual of Style
provides specific formats for these as well, ensuring consistency and thoroughness in your citations.

Newspaper Article
Newspaper citations include the author's name, the article title, the newspaper title (italicized), the
date of publication, and page numbers. If the article is online, a URL and access date are also
included.

Notes-Bibliography System Example:

Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Newspaper Name, Month Day, Year. Section, Page(s).

Williams, Sarah. "Local Elections See High Turnout." The City Chronicle, November 8, 2022, Metro,
A1, A4.

Author-Date System Example:

Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Article." Newspaper Name, Month Day. Section, Page(s).

Williams, Sarah. 2022. "Local Elections See High Turnout." The City Chronicle, November 8. Metro,
A1, A4.

Magazine Article
Magazine articles are cited similarly to newspaper articles, but often include the issue number if
applicable, along with volume and date. The magazine title is italicized.

Notes-Bibliography System Example:

Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Magazine Name, Month Year, Page(s).



Brown, Michael. "The Rise of Renewable Energy." Sustainable Living Magazine, October 2022,
34-39.

Author-Date System Example:

Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Article." Magazine Name, Month, Page(s).

Brown, Michael. 2022. "The Rise of Renewable Energy." Sustainable Living Magazine, October,
34-39.

Dissertation or Thesis
Citations for dissertations and theses typically include the author's name, the title of the work
(italicized), and information about the degree, the university, and the year. If the dissertation is
published and accessible online, the URL and access date are also provided.

Notes-Bibliography System Example:

Last Name, First Name. "Title of Dissertation." PhD diss., University Name, Year.

Green, Laura. "Exploring Ancient Civilizations." PhD diss., University of California, Berkeley, 2020.

Author-Date System Example:

Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Dissertation." PhD diss., University Name.

Green, Laura. 2020. "Exploring Ancient Civilizations." PhD diss., University of California, Berkeley.

Formatting Specific Elements in Bibliography Entries
Beyond the basic structure, the Chicago Manual of Style dictates specific formatting for various
elements within a bibliography entry. These details, such as punctuation, capitalization, and the use
of italics versus quotation marks, are crucial for adherence to the style guide and for maintaining
clarity and consistency.

Punctuation
Punctuation in Chicago-style bibliographies is precise. Periods are used to separate major
components of an entry (e.g., author's name from title). Commas are used within components (e.g.,
separating city and publisher). The placement of commas and periods can subtly change the
meaning or emphasis of an entry, so careful attention is required.

Capitalization
CMOS follows "sentence case" for titles of books, articles, and chapters in the notes-bibliography
system. This means that only the first word of the title and subtitle, and any proper nouns, are
capitalized. In the author-date system, the same rules apply to titles in the reference list.



Italics and Quotation Marks
As mentioned previously, standalone works like books and the titles of larger collections (like
journals or websites) are italicized. Shorter works, such as individual articles within journals,
chapters within books, or specific web pages, are enclosed in quotation marks. This distinction is a
fundamental aspect of Chicago style.

Alphabetizing Your Bibliography
The final step in creating a Chicago-style bibliography is organizing the entries alphabetically. This
is typically done by the author's last name. If a source has no author, it is alphabetized by the first
significant word of the title (ignoring articles like "a," "an," or "the").

When multiple works by the same author are included, they are listed in chronological order by
publication date. If an author has multiple works published in the same year, the works are
distinguished by adding a lowercase letter (e.g., 2020a, 2020b) after the year, and the entries are
then alphabetized by title within that year.

For sources with no author, the alphabetization is based on the first word of the title. If the first
word is an article ("A," "An," "The"), you disregard it for alphabetization purposes and proceed to the
next word. For example, "The History of Chicago" would be alphabetized under "H."

The meticulous attention to these details ensures that your Chicago Manual of Style bibliography
examples for an essay are not only accurate but also contribute to the overall professionalism and
scholarly integrity of your work, making it easier for your readers to navigate and verify your
sources.

FAQ

Q: What is the main difference between the notes-bibliography
and author-date systems in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The notes-bibliography
system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations, while the author-date system uses
parenthetical citations in the text (e.g., Smith 2020, 123). Both systems culminate in a
comprehensive list of sources at the end of the work.

Q: Do I need to include the publisher's location for all book
citations in a Chicago bibliography?
A: Yes, in the notes-bibliography system, the city of publication is generally required for book
entries. For the author-date system, it is also included. This helps readers identify specific editions
and understand the origin of the publication.



Q: How should I format a bibliography entry if a website does
not have a publication date?
A: If a website lacks a specific publication date, you should note "n.d." (no date) in place of the date.
However, it is crucial to always include the date you accessed the website, as online content can
change frequently.

Q: What is the rule for alphabetizing sources by the same
author in a Chicago bibliography?
A: When citing multiple works by the same author, arrange them chronologically by publication year.
If two or more works were published in the same year, add a lowercase letter (e.g., 2020a, 2020b) to
the year of publication for each entry and alphabetize them by title.

Q: How do I cite a chapter in an edited book in Chicago style?
A: For a chapter in an edited book, the entry typically includes the chapter author's name, the
chapter title in quotation marks, the word "in," the book title in italics, the editor(s) name(s) followed
by "ed." or "eds.", and the page range of the chapter.

Q: Should I include page numbers in my bibliography entries
for books when using the notes-bibliography system?
A: Bibliography entries for books typically do not include specific page numbers unless you are
citing a direct quotation that appears on a specific page. In-text citations (footnotes or endnotes) will
include page numbers for specific references.

Q: What does "DOI" stand for, and why is it important to
include it in journal article citations?
A: DOI stands for Digital Object Identifier. It is a unique string of characters used to identify
electronic documents, particularly academic articles. Including the DOI in your bibliography entry
provides a stable and persistent link to the online version of the article, making it easier for readers
to locate.

Q: How do I format the title of a journal in a Chicago-style
bibliography entry?
A: The title of a journal should be italicized in a Chicago-style bibliography entry. This helps
distinguish it as a larger publication in which an article appears, following the convention of
italicizing standalone works.
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