chicago manual of style bibliography
examples for a dissertation

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) bibliography is a critical component of
any academic work, especially a dissertation. Crafting a comprehensive and
correctly formatted bibliography according to CMOS guidelines can seem
daunting, but understanding its principles is key to academic integrity and
proper scholarly presentation. This article will delve into the intricacies
of creating Chicago Manual of Style bibliography examples for a dissertation,
covering various source types and offering detailed explanations to ensure
accuracy. We will explore essential formatting elements, common citation
pitfalls, and provide practical examples for diverse resources you're likely
to encounter in doctoral research, from books and journal articles to online
sources and archival materials. Mastering these examples will not only help
you adhere to CMOS standards but also enhance the credibility and
professionalism of your dissertation.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style
Bibliography

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide used in
various academic disciplines, particularly in the humanities and social
sciences. When it comes to a dissertation, the bibliography section is more
than just a list of sources; it's a testament to the thoroughness of your
research and your engagement with existing scholarship. The CMOS offers two
primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date
system. For dissertations, the notes-bibliography system is typically
preferred, as it allows for detailed annotation and discussion within the
footnotes or endnotes, while the bibliography provides a consolidated list of
all consulted sources. This section will lay the groundwork for understanding
the purpose and structure of a CMOS bibliography in the context of a
dissertation.

A robust bibliography demonstrates to your examiners and future readers that
your arguments are well-supported and that you have a deep understanding of
the relevant literature. It enables readers to locate the sources you have

cited, verify your interpretations, and further explore the topics you have



addressed. Adhering strictly to the CMOS guidelines for bibliography entries
ensures consistency, clarity, and academic rigor, which are paramount in
doctoral-level work.

Key Elements of a CMOS Bibliography Entry

Every entry in your Chicago Manual of Style bibliography, regardless of the
source type, generally follows a predictable pattern of essential components.
These components, when arranged correctly, provide all the necessary
information for a reader to identify and retrieve the cited work.
Understanding these core elements is fundamental to constructing accurate
entries. The specific order and punctuation may vary slightly depending on
the medium of the source, but the underlying information remains consistent.

The primary elements typically include:

e Author(s) or Editor(s): The name(s) of the individual (s) or entity
responsible for the work.

e Title of the Work: The full title of the book, article, chapter, or
webpage.

e Publication Information: Details such as the place of publication,
publisher, and year of publication for books; or journal title, volume,
issue, and date for articles.

e ,ocation Information: For online sources, this includes URLs and access
dates; for archival materials, it might be box numbers or collection
names.

e Fdition Information: If the work is not the first edition.

e Page Numbers: Relevant page ranges for specific citations within a
larger work.

Properly incorporating these elements ensures that your bibliography is both
informative and compliant with CMOS standards.

Common Source Types and Their Bibliography
Examples

Dissertations draw upon a wide array of sources, and the Chicago Manual of
Style provides specific formatting for each. Mastering these variations is
crucial for creating a polished and accurate bibliography. Below, we provide
detailed examples for the most common types of sources encountered in
dissertation research, following the notes-bibliography system conventions.



Books

Citing books is fundamental. The bibliography entry for a book requires the
author's name (inverted for the first author), the full title, publication
information (city: publisher, year), and often the edition if it's not the
first. For multiple authors, the names are listed in order, and conjunctions
like "and" are used before the last author's name.

Example for a single—author book:

Smith, John. The History of Ideas. Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2018.

Example for a book with two authors:

Jones, Mary, and David Lee. Understanding Modern Philosophy. New York: Oxford
University Press, 2020.

Example for an edited book:

Brown, Sarah, ed. The Collected Essays on Literature. London: Penguin Books,
2019.

Journal Articles

Journal articles are a staple of academic research. The bibliography entry
typically includes the author's name, the article title, the journal title
(italicized), the volume and issue numbers, the publication year, and page
numbers. For online articles, a DOI or URL and access date may also be
included.

Example for a print journal article:

Davis, Robert. "The Impact of Technology on Education." Journal of
Educational Research 45, no. 2 (2021): 112-130.

Example for an online journal article with a DOI:

Miller, Emily. "Climate Change and Global Policy." Environmental Science
Journal 12, no. 1 (2022): 55-72. doi:10.1002/env.12345.

Book Chapters

When citing a chapter within an edited book, you need to provide details
about both the chapter and the larger work. This includes the chapter author,
chapter title, followed by "in" and the title of the book (italicized), then
the editor(s), publication information, and the page range of the chapter.

Example for a book chapter:



Garcia, Maria. "The Renaissance Artist." In Art History Through the Ages,
edited by Michael Chen, 150-175. Boston: W. W. Norton & Company, 2017.

Websites and Online Resources

Citing online content requires careful attention to detail, as web pages can
change or disappear. Include the author (if known), the title of the specific
page or document, the website name, the publication or last updated date, and
the URL. Crucially, include the date you accessed the material.

Example for a webpage:

National Archives. "About the National Archives." Last modified July 15,
2023. Accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.archives.gov/about.

Example for an online report:

World Health Organization. "Global Health Statistics 2022." Published 2022.
Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.who.int/gho/publications/world_health_statistics/2022/en/.

Dissertations and Theses

When you cite another dissertation or thesis, it is important to identify it
as such and indicate its availability. Include the author, the dissertation
title, the degree pursued (e.g., PhD diss., MA thesis), the university, and
the year. If it's available online through a database like ProQuest, include
that information.

Example for a dissertation:

Kim, Ji-hoon. "The Social Dynamics of Urbanization." PhD diss., University of
Seoul, 2019.

Example for an online dissertation:

Rodriguez, Sofia. "Immigration Policies and Economic Impact." PhD diss.,
University of California, Berkeley, 2020. ProQuest Dissertations Publishing.

Archival Materials

Citing archival materials can be complex, as they often lack standard
publication details. Focus on providing enough information for someone else
to locate the item. This typically includes the collection name, the box or
folder number, and the name of the archive or repository.

Example for archival material:



"Letters from Abroad."™ Box 17, Folder 3. Theodore Roosevelt Papers. Library
of Congress, Washington, D.C.

Government Documents

Government documents are often cited by the name of the issuing agency. If an
author is named, list them first. Otherwise, start with the agency. Include
the title of the document, publication information, and relevant identifying
numbers like report numbers or session laws.

Example for a government report:

United States. Department of Labor. Bureau of Labor Statistics. Occupational
Outlook Handbook, 2022-2023. Washington, D.C.: Government Publishing Office,
2022.

Interviews

For interviews, cite them as personal communications in your notes, but in
the bibliography, you can list them if they are published or if they form a
significant part of your research and you wish to acknowledge the
interviewee. Typically, you include the interviewee's name, the type of
interview (e.g., personal interview, telephone interview), and the date.

Example for an interview (if included in bibliography) :

Chen, Wei. Personal interview. May 10, 2023.

Formatting and Stylistic Considerations

Beyond the core information, the physical presentation of your bibliography
entries adheres to strict formatting rules in CMOS. These details ensure a
professional and consistent appearance, making your work easier to read and
understand. Pay close attention to indentation, punctuation, and the use of
italics.

Key stylistic points include:

e Indentation: The first line of each bibliography entry is flush with the
left margin. Subsequent lines of the same entry are indented by 0.5
inches (hanging indent).

e Alphabetical Order: Entries are arranged alphabetically by the author's
last name. If a source has no author, it is alphabetized by the first
significant word of the title.

e Punctuation: Punctuation marks are crucial for separating elements
within an entry. Periods generally separate the main components (author,
title, publication information).



e Ttalics: Titles of books, journals, and standalone works are italicized.
Titles of articles, chapters, and parts of larger works are typically
enclosed in quotation marks.

e Capitalization: Titles are usually capitalized sentence-style in CMOS,

meaning only the first word of the title and subtitle, and proper nouns,
are capitalized.

Consistent application of these rules is vital for maintaining academic
credibility.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Your Dissertation
Bibliography

Even experienced scholars can make errors in their bibliographies. Being
aware of common pitfalls can save you significant revision time and prevent
issues with your dissertation. Many mistakes stem from misinterpreting CMOS
guidelines, overlooking crucial details, or simply rushing the process.

Here are some frequent mistakes to watch out for:

e Tnconsistent formatting across different source types.

e Tncorrect author name order or inversion.

e Missing essential publication details like publisher or year.
e Errors in page numbering for articles or chapters.

e Incorrect use of italics for titles.

e Forgetting to include access dates for online sources.

e Failure to alphabetize entries correctly.

e Tnadequate or missing information for archival materials.

Misplacing the bibliography or failing to include all cited sources.

Careful proofreading and a systematic approach to compiling your bibliography
will help you avoid these common errors, ensuring your dissertation meets the
highest academic standards.

The process of creating a Chicago Manual of Style bibliography for a
dissertation, while detailed, is ultimately about meticulous record-keeping
and a commitment to scholarly practice. By understanding the fundamental
elements, applying the correct formatting for various source types, and being
mindful of common errors, you can produce a bibliography that is not only
compliant with CMOS but also a strong reflection of your hard work and
dedication. This guide provides a solid foundation for navigating these
requirements, empowering you to present your research with confidence and
clarity.



Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system in
CMOS for a dissertation?

A: The notes-bibliography system relies on footnotes or endnotes for in-text
citations, with a comprehensive bibliography at the end. This is generally
preferred for dissertations as it allows for detailed commentary in the
notes. The author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations (Author
Year, Page) and a shorter reference list at the end.

Q: How should I alphabetize entries in my CMOS
bibliography if a source has no author?

A: If a source lacks an author, alphabetize it by the first significant word
of the title. For example, "The Impact of..." would be alphabetized under
"I." Articles 1like "A," "An," and "The" are generally ignored for
alphabetization purposes unless they are the first word of a title that
cannot be otherwise identified.

Q: Do I need to include the DOI for online journal
articles in my CMOS bibliography?

A: Yes, including the Digital Object Identifier (DOI) 1is highly recommended
and often required by CMOS for online journal articles. It provides a
persistent link to the article, ensuring readers can access it even if URLs
change.

Q: How do I format the title of a book in my CMOS
bibliography?

A: Book titles in a CMOS bibliography should be italicized. They are
typically presented in sentence case, meaning only the first word of the
title and subtitle (if any), and proper nouns, are capitalized.

Q: What is the correct way to indent entries in a
Chicago Manual of Style bibliography?

A: The first line of each bibliography entry is set flush with the left
margin. All subsequent lines of that same entry are indented by 0.5 inches,
creating what is known as a "hanging indent."

Q: Should I include websites that I consulted but did
not directly cite in my dissertation's bibliography?

A: Generally, you should only include sources in your bibliography that you
have directly cited within the body of your dissertation. However, your
advisor might have specific instructions about including a broader list of
"works consulted." It's always best to clarify this with your dissertation
supervisor.



Q: How do I cite a government document in my CMOS
bibliography?

A: For government documents, if an author is listed (e.g., a specific person
or committee), cite it by that author. If no specific author is listed, cite
it by the name of the issuing government agency. Follow this with the title
of the document and the publication details.

Q: What if I am citing a translation of a book? How
does that affect the CMOS bibliography entry?

A: When citing a translation, you typically list the translator after the
original author and before the title of the book. The title of the translated
work should still be italicized. For example: Author, Original Title.
Translated by Translator. City: Publisher, Year.
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