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The Chicago Manual of Style Bibliography Examples for a Book: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual of style bibliography examples for a book are crucial for academic and
professional writing, ensuring proper citation and giving credit to sources. This guide delves into the
intricacies of constructing a bibliography according to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) 17th
edition, the current standard. We will explore the fundamental principles, common source types, and
provide clear, actionable examples for books, which are frequently encountered in scholarly work.
Understanding these examples is vital for maintaining academic integrity, avoiding plagiarism, and
presenting a well-researched and credible document. This article aims to demystify the process,
offering detailed explanations and practical illustrations that will empower writers to create
accurate and compliant bibliographies.
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Understanding Chicago Style Bibliography
Fundamentals

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct citation systems: notes-bibliography and author-
date. This article focuses on the bibliography component, which is commonly used in humanities
disciplines and often in conjunction with the notes-bibliography system. The bibliography, appearing
at the end of a work, provides a comprehensive list of all sources cited within the text. Its primary
purpose is to allow readers to locate and verify the information presented in the document. Key to its
effectiveness is consistency and accuracy, adhering strictly to the guidelines provided by CMOS.

Key Elements of a Chicago Style Bibliography Entry for
a Book

Regardless of the specific type of book, a Chicago style bibliography entry generally includes several



core components. These elements, when arranged correctly, provide all the necessary information
for a reader to identify and retrieve the source. Precision in including each element is paramount for
a well-formed bibliography.

The essential components typically include:

Author's full name (last name first)

Title of the book (italicized)

Publication place

Publisher

Year of publication

For edited works, the editor's name will appear in place of or in addition to the author's name, and
for chapters, the chapter title and its encompassing book details are required.

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples for Single-
Authored Books

Citing a book with a single author is perhaps the most straightforward scenario in Chicago style. The
format ensures that the author, the work's title, and its publication details are clearly presented for
easy identification. This foundational example serves as a building block for understanding more
complex citations.

The standard format for a single-authored book is as follows:

Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

For instance, if you were citing a book by Jane Doe published in Chicago by University Press in 2020,
the entry would appear as:

Doe, Jane. The Art of Citation. Chicago: University Press, 2020.

It is important to italicize the book title and to use a colon after the place of publication and the
publisher.

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples for Books with
Multiple Authors

When a book has two or three authors, all their names are listed in the bibliography. The first



author's name is reversed (last name first), followed by a comma, and then their first name.
Subsequent authors are listed in their natural order (first name first, then last name). This
convention ensures that all contributing authors are acknowledged.

For books with two authors:

Last Name, First Name, and First Name Last Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher,
Year of Publication.

Example:

Smith, John, and Emily Carter. Writing with Clarity. New York: Academic Publishing, 2018.

For books with three authors, the same pattern applies:

Last Name, First Name, First Name Last Name, and First Name Last Name. Title of Book. Place of
Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

Example:

Johnson, Robert, Sarah Miller, and David Wilson. Research Methodologies. London: Scholar Books,
2021.

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples for Edited Books

Edited books require a slightly different approach, highlighting the role of the editor rather than an
author in the primary sense. The editor's name is listed first, followed by an indicator of their role.
This distinction is crucial for accurately representing the nature of the source.

The format for an edited book is:

Last Name, First Name, ed. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

Here, "ed." signifies that the individual is the editor. If there are two or more editors, "eds." is used.

Example of a single editor:

Brown, Michael, ed. Essays on Modern Literature. Boston: Beacon Press, 2019.

Example of two editors:

Davis, Sarah, and Peter Green, eds. Historical Perspectives. Toronto: University of Toronto Press,
2022.

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples for Books with



Corporate Authors

When an organization, institution, or government agency is the author of a book, it is listed as the
author in the bibliography. This ensures that the entity responsible for the publication is clearly
identified.

The format is straightforward:

Name of Organization. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

Example:

World Health Organization. Global Health Report 2023. Geneva: WHO Press, 2023.

If the organization is also the publisher, the publisher's name is omitted to avoid redundancy.

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples for Books with No
Author

In rare cases, a book may not have a clearly identified author. In such instances, the title of the book
begins the bibliography entry. This ensures that the work is still properly listed and discoverable,
even without an authorial attribution.

The format for a book with no author is:

Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

Example:

The Anonymous Chronicle. London: Blackwood Publishing, 1998.

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples for Specific
Editions or Reprints

When citing a specific edition of a book other than the first, or a reprint of an older work, this
information must be included in the bibliography entry. This detail is important for readers who may
be trying to find the exact version you consulted.

For a specific edition (e.g., a revised edition):

Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Edition. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

Example:



Miller, Susan. Advanced Chemistry. 3rd ed. New York: Sterling Publications, 2020.

For a reprint of an older work, you will typically include the original publication date and the reprint
information:

Last Name, First Name. Title of Book (Original Year). Reprint Year. Place of Publication: Publisher.

Example:

Austen, Jane. Pride and Prejudice (1813). Reprint 2015. New York: Penguin Classics.

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples for Chapters in
Edited Books

Citing a chapter within a larger edited work requires providing details about both the chapter and
the book it belongs to. This format ensures that the specific contribution is credited, along with its
source context.

The format for a chapter in an edited book is:

Last Name, First Name. "Title of Chapter." In Title of Book, edited by First Name Last Name, Page
Numbers. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

Example:

Chen, Li. "The Impact of Globalization." In Economic Trends of the 21st Century, edited by Robert
Kim, 123-145. Shanghai: Global Economic Press, 2022.

Note that the chapter title is in quotation marks, and the book title is italicized. The editor's name is
followed by "edited by."

Formatting and Alphabetization in a Chicago Style
Bibliography

A Chicago style bibliography must be meticulously formatted and alphabetized. Entries are listed
alphabetically by the author's last name. If a source has no author, it is alphabetized by the first
significant word of the title, ignoring articles like "a," "an," and "the." Each entry is typically
presented with a hanging indent, meaning the first line of each entry is flush left, and subsequent
lines are indented. This visual cue helps readers distinguish between separate entries.

The alphabetization rule is critical for usability. For example, a book by "Smith" would come after a
book by "Scott" and before a book by "Smythe." When dealing with multiple works by the same
author, these works are alphabetized by title under the author's name.



Common Pitfalls to Avoid in Chicago Style
Bibliographies

Several common mistakes can lead to an inaccurate or non-compliant Chicago style bibliography.
Awareness of these pitfalls can help writers produce a more polished and professional final product.

Inconsistent formatting: Ensure all entries follow the same style for punctuation, italics, and
capitalization.

Incorrect alphabetization: Double-check the order of entries, especially when dealing with
multiple authors or works by the same author.

Missing information: Verify that all necessary components (author, title, publication details)
are present for each entry.

Improper use of italics and quotation marks: Titles of books should be italicized, while titles of
chapters or articles within books are in quotation marks.

Incorrectly reversing author names: Remember to reverse only the first author's name in
multi-author entries.

Paying close attention to these details ensures that your bibliography is both accurate and adheres
to the established standards of the Chicago Manual of Style.

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago style?
A: The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text, with a
full bibliography at the end. The author-date system uses parenthetical citations in the text (Author
Year, Page) and also includes a reference list at the end, which is similar to a bibliography but
formatted differently and may omit some details.

Q: How do I cite a book with an edition number other than the
first in a Chicago style bibliography?
A: You include the edition number after the book title, usually abbreviated (e.g., 2nd ed., Rev. ed.).
For example: Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. 2nd ed. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of
Publication.

Q: What is the correct way to format the publisher's location



in a Chicago style bibliography?
A: The publisher's location is listed as the city where the publisher is based. If the city is not well-
known or could be confused with another city of the same name, include the state or country. For
example: New York: Penguin Books, 2023.

Q: If I cite multiple works by the same author, how should they
be arranged in my Chicago style bibliography?
A: Works by the same author are listed alphabetically by title. The author's full name is listed for the
first entry, and subsequent entries by that author use three hyphens followed by a period (---.) in
place of the author's name.

Q: How do I handle a book where the author is an organization
or government agency in a Chicago style bibliography?
A: You list the name of the organization or agency as the author. For example: National Institutes of
Health. Understanding Genetics. Bethesda: NIH Press, 2021.

Q: What are the specific rules for italicizing in a Chicago style
bibliography entry for a book?
A: The titles of books (and other standalone works like journals, magazines, and websites) are
italicized. Titles of shorter works within books, such as chapters or articles, are enclosed in
quotation marks.

Q: What is the purpose of a hanging indent in a Chicago style
bibliography?
A: A hanging indent is a formatting convention used in bibliographies to make it easier for readers to
distinguish between individual entries. The first line of each entry is aligned with the left margin,
while all subsequent lines of that entry are indented. This helps readers quickly scan the list and
locate specific sources.
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