
chicago manual of style author date examples

The Chicago Manual of Style author-date examples are crucial for anyone navigating academic and
professional writing. Understanding this citation system ensures clarity, consistency, and proper attribution
for your sources. This comprehensive guide will delve into the nuances of the author-date method, covering
everything from in-text citations to the bibliography. We will explore common source types, such as books,
journal articles, and web pages, providing clear examples to illustrate correct formatting. Mastering these
elements will not only elevate the professionalism of your work but also help you avoid common citation
errors. Let’s explore the essential components of Chicago style’s author-date system and how to apply them
effectively.
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The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary systems for citing sources: the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system. While the notes-bibliography system is prevalent in the humanities, the
author-date system is widely adopted in the social sciences and natural sciences. This system is characterized
by brief parenthetical citations within the text that refer to a full list of references at the end of the
document. The goal of the author-date system is to provide readers with immediate access to the source
information without interrupting the flow of the narrative. Properly applying chicago manual of style author
date examples is fundamental to academic integrity and clear scholarly communication.

This guide focuses exclusively on the author-date system. It will provide detailed explanations and numerous
examples to help writers confidently implement this citation style. We will cover the foundational principles
of in-text citations and the construction of a comprehensive bibliography, demonstrating how to cite various
types of sources. Understanding these elements is key to producing well-researched and properly attributed
work.

Understanding Chicago Author-Date In-Text Citations

In the Chicago author-date system, in-text citations are typically enclosed in parentheses and include the
author’s last name and the year of publication. This concise format allows readers to quickly identify the
source of the information. The specific placement of the citation within the sentence can vary depending on the
emphasis and grammatical structure. When quoting directly, page numbers are also included, offering precise
location information for the cited material. This immediate reference is a hallmark of the author-date system.



Basic Parenthetical Citations

The most straightforward in-text citation includes the author’s last name and the publication year, separated
by a comma. For instance, if you are citing a work by Smith published in 2020, the citation would appear as
(Smith 2020). This format is used for paraphrased information, summaries, or general references to a source’s
ideas. It is essential to ensure that every piece of information that is not common knowledge and originates from
an external source is attributed. This includes direct quotes, paraphrased ideas, and summarized arguments. The
consistency in applying this format is paramount for maintaining a cohesive and credible document.

Including Page Numbers for Direct Quotes

When directly quoting from a source, the in-text citation must include the page number(s) where the quote can
be found. The format typically follows the author’s last name, the publication year, and then the page number,
separated by commas. For example, a direct quote from Smith’s 2020 publication might be cited as (Smith 2020,
45). If the quote spans multiple pages, you would use a hyphen, such as (Smith 2020, 45–47). This precise
attribution is vital for readers who wish to verify the quote or examine its context. Omitting page numbers for
direct quotes is a common error and should be avoided.

Citing Multiple Authors

Citing works with multiple authors requires specific formatting depending on the number of authors involved.
For works with two authors, both names are included in the in-text citation, connected by an ampersand:
(Johnson & Lee 2019). If a work has three or more authors, you typically cite only the first author’s last
name followed by "et al." and the year: (Davis et al. 2021). This abbreviation helps keep in-text citations
concise, especially when dealing with extensive bibliographies. However, it is important to list all authors in
the bibliography entry.

Citing Works with No Author

When a work lacks a specific author, the citation usually begins with the title of the work. If the title is
long, it is often shortened for the in-text citation. For a book, the shortened title (italicized) is used, followed
by the year: (Guide to Citation 2018). For an article or chapter, the title is enclosed in quotation marks,
followed by the year: (“Understanding CMOS” 2017). The full title, however, must appear in the bibliography.
This approach ensures that the source is still identifiable and traceable even in the absence of an author’s name.

Citing Indirect Sources

Occasionally, you might encounter information in a source that itself cites another source. In such cases, you
should strive to locate and cite the original source. However, if that is not possible, you can cite the indirect
source. The Chicago Manual of Style recommends a format that indicates the original source was found within
the secondary source. For example, if you are citing an idea from Jones (1995) that you found in Smith’s
(2020) work, you would cite it as (Jones 1995, cited in Smith 2020, 60). The bibliography entry would then
list Smith’s work, as that is the source you consulted.



Crafting the Chicago Author-Date Bibliography

The bibliography, or reference list, provides the complete publication details for all sources cited in the text.
It appears at the end of your document, with entries alphabetized by the author’s last name. Each entry should
be complete and accurate, allowing readers to locate the original sources easily. The formatting of
bibliography entries varies depending on the type of source, but consistency is key. The author-date system
requires that the information presented in the bibliography directly corresponds to the in-text citations.

Structure of a Bibliography Entry

A typical bibliography entry in Chicago’s author-date system includes the author’s name, the publication year,
the title of the work, and publication information. The author’s name is listed last name first, followed by a
comma, and then the first name. The year of publication is enclosed in parentheses. The title of a book is
italicized, while the title of an article or chapter is enclosed in quotation marks. The location of publication
and the publisher’s name follow the title. For periodicals, the journal title is italicized, followed by the volume
number, issue number, and page range.

Alphabetical Order

All entries in the bibliography must be arranged in alphabetical order according to the author’s last name. If
you have multiple works by the same author, these should be sub-alphabetized by title. For works with no
author, alphabetize them by the first significant word of the title (ignoring articles like "A," "An," and "The").
This strict alphabetical arrangement is crucial for navigability and ensures that readers can quickly find the
information they are looking for. It is a fundamental aspect of any well-organized reference list.

Formatting Rules for Titles

In Chicago style, titles of standalone works, such as books, journals, and websites, are italicized. Titles of
shorter works, such as articles, book chapters, and essays, are enclosed in quotation marks. This distinction
is important for differentiating between the container and the content. For example, an article titled "The
Impact of AI" published in the journal Future Studies would be cited in the bibliography with the article title in
quotation marks and the journal title in italics. This consistent application of title formatting is vital.

Chicago Manual of Style Author Date Examples for Common
Source Types

The diversity of sources used in academic and professional writing necessitates clear guidelines for citing each
type. Below are common chicago manual of style author date examples for frequently encountered source
materials, demonstrating the correct formatting for both in-text citations and bibliography entries.

Books

Citing books is fundamental, and the author-date system provides a clear structure. For a single-author book,
the bibliography entry typically includes the author's full name, the year of publication, the italicized title,



and the publisher. Multiple authors or edited volumes have slightly different formats but follow the same core
principles.

In-text citation: (Johnson 2022)

Bibliography entry: Johnson, Sarah. 2022. The Art of Writing. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Journal Articles

Journal articles are essential for academic research. The citation includes author(s), year, article title,
journal title, volume, issue, and page numbers. This detailed information allows for easy retrieval of the
specific article being referenced.

In-text citation: (Miller 2021)

Bibliography entry: Miller, David. 2021. “Digital Humanities and Pedagogy.” Journal of Modern
Scholarship 35, no. 2: 112–135.

Websites and Web Pages

Citing online resources requires attention to detail, including the author (if known), publication date, title of
the page, website name, and URL. It is also advisable to include an access date for web pages, as online content
can change or disappear.

In-text citation: (National Archives 2023)

Bibliography entry: National Archives. 2023. “Preserving Digital Records.” National Archives Website.
Accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.archives.gov/preservation/digital-records.

Chapters in Edited Books

When referencing a chapter within a larger edited work, it is important to cite both the chapter author and the
editors of the book. The bibliography entry will include the chapter author, year, chapter title, the word "in,"
the book title, editors, and publication details.

In-text citation: (Chen 2020)

Bibliography entry: Chen, Wei. 2020. “Urban Planning and Sustainability.” In Global Cities of the Future,
edited by Maria Garcia and John Smith, 87–115. New York: Routledge.



Reports

Citing reports, whether from government agencies or private organizations, follows a pattern similar to
books, but the specific details of the issuing body and report title are crucial. The focus is on clearly
identifying the source of the report.

In-text citation: (World Health Organization 2022)

Bibliography entry: World Health Organization. 2022. Global Health Trends Report. Geneva: WHO
Press.

Handling Specific Citation Scenarios in Chicago Author-Date

Beyond the most common source types, writers often encounter more complex situations that require specific
attention to the chicago manual of style author date examples. These scenarios include citing legal
documents, audiovisual materials, and works with corporate authors. Adhering to the nuances of these
formats ensures accuracy and completeness in your citations.

Legal and Government Documents

Citing legal and government documents can be intricate due to their unique structures and publication methods.
Chicago style provides specific guidance for cases, statutes, and official reports. The author-date system,
while less common for formal legal citations, can be adapted for academic papers that reference these
materials. The key is to provide sufficient detail for retrieval, often including case names, citation details, and
publication dates.

Audiovisual Materials

When referencing films, documentaries, television programs, or interviews, the citation should include the
creator, year, title, and relevant medium or distributor information. For in-text citations, the creator and
year are typically used. The bibliography entry would offer more detailed information about the specific work
and its format.

In-text citation: (Nolan 2010)

Bibliography entry: Nolan, Christopher, director. 2010. Inception. Warner Bros.

Corporate Authors

When an organization, institution, or corporation is the author of a work, it is listed as the author in both
the in-text citation and the bibliography. This ensures that the entity responsible for the publication is clearly
identified. It is important to use the full, official name of the organization.



In-text citation: (Google 2023)

Bibliography entry: Google. 2023. AI Ethics Guidelines. Mountain View, CA: Google Inc.

Works with No Date (n.d.)

In instances where a publication date cannot be determined, the abbreviation "n.d." (no date) is used in place of
the year. This applies to both in-text citations and bibliography entries. It is crucial to confirm that no date is
available before using "n.d."

In-text citation: (Smith n.d.)

Bibliography entry: Smith, John. n.d. A Timeless Tale. London: A B Publishers.

Key Differences from Notes-Bibliography Style

The author-date system and the notes-bibliography system, while both part of the Chicago Manual of Style,
offer distinct approaches to citation. Understanding these differences is essential for choosing the appropriate
system for your work and for interpreting citations encountered in other publications. The primary distinction
lies in the format and placement of citation information.

In-Text Citation Format

As highlighted throughout this guide, the author-date system relies on parenthetical citations within the text,
comprising the author’s last name and the year of publication. The notes-bibliography system, conversely, uses
footnotes or endnotes for citations. These notes contain either shortened versions of the source information
or full bibliographic details upon first mention, with subsequent citations being brief.

Bibliography vs. Works Cited

In the author-date system, the list of sources at the end of the document is typically called a bibliography or
a reference list. This list contains all sources cited in the text. In the notes-bibliography system, this list is
usually titled “Works Cited” or “Bibliography” and includes all sources consulted and cited, mirroring the
information provided in the notes.

Flow and Reader Experience

The author-date system is designed for a smoother reading experience in fields that prioritize direct access to
publication dates and authorial attribution within the narrative flow. The notes-bibliography system is
favored in disciplines where detailed source commentary and extensive referencing are integral to the argument,
allowing for more extensive explanations within the notes themselves.



Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Manual of Style
Author Date Examples

Q: What is the primary difference between Chicago author-date and notes-
bibliography style?
A: The primary difference lies in how citations are presented. Author-date uses parenthetical citations in the
text (Author Year) and a full bibliography at the end. Notes-bibliography uses numbered footnotes or
endnotes for citations and a works cited list at the end.

Q: How do I cite a work with no author using the Chicago author-date
system?
A: When a work has no author, you use the title of the work in your in-text citation, often a shortened
version if the title is long, followed by the year. For example, (Guide to Styles 2018). In the bibliography, the
entry begins with the title, alphabetized by the first significant word.

Q: What is the correct format for citing multiple authors in Chicago
author-date?
A: For two authors, use an ampersand: (Smith & Jones 2020). For three or more authors, cite the first author
followed by "et al.": (Davis et al. 2021).

Q: Do I need to include page numbers in author-date in-text citations for
paraphrased information?
A: Page numbers are generally not required for paraphrased or summarized information in the author-date
system. However, they are mandatory for direct quotations.

Q: How should I format an in-text citation for a web page with no author
and no date in Chicago author-date?
A: If a web page has no author and no date, you would use a shortened version of the title in quotation marks
followed by "n.d." for no date. For example, (“Understanding CMOS” n.d.). The bibliography entry would begin
with the full title and include the access date.

Q: Can I use the Chicago author-date system for a thesis or dissertation?
A: Yes, the Chicago author-date system is commonly used for theses and dissertations, especially in fields that
prefer this method, such as the sciences and social sciences. Always check specific institutional guidelines.

Q: What is the purpose of the "et al." in Chicago author-date citations?
A: "Et al." is an abbreviation of the Latin "et alia," meaning "and others." It is used in citations for works with
three or more authors to keep the in-text citations concise and avoid listing multiple names.



Q: How do I cite a secondary source in Chicago author-date?
A: If you cite a source that is mentioned in another source and you cannot access the original, cite it as
(Original Author, Year, cited in Secondary Author, Year, Page Number). Your bibliography will only include
the secondary source you consulted.
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