
chicago manual of style author date
book example
The Chicago Manual of Style author-date book example is a crucial element for
any writer aiming for clarity and consistency in their citations.
Understanding how to correctly format these references ensures your readers
can easily locate the sources you’ve consulted. This guide delves deep into
the intricacies of Chicago style's author-date system, covering essential
components like in-text citations and the corresponding bibliography entries
for books. We will explore the specific requirements for citing various types
of books, from single-author works to edited volumes, and discuss common
formatting challenges. Mastering these principles will significantly enhance
the credibility and professionalism of your academic or professional writing.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style
Author-Date System

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: notes
and bibliography, and author-date. The author-date system is particularly
favored in the social sciences and other fields where it is common to refer
to sources by author and year within the text. This system aims to provide
immediate information about the source within the narrative, allowing readers
to quickly identify the origin of a piece of information without needing to
consult footnotes or endnotes for every citation. It is a robust and widely
accepted method for academic and professional writing.

The author-date system relies on two interconnected parts: brief
parenthetical citations within the text of your manuscript and a
comprehensive list of all sources consulted at the end of the document,
typically titled "Works Cited" or "Bibliography." The parenthetical citations
usually include the author's last name and the year of publication, and
sometimes a page number. The corresponding bibliography entry provides full
publication details for each source cited. The goal is to create a seamless
experience for the reader, enabling them to verify information and explore
sources further with ease.



Core Components of Chicago Style Author-Date
Citations

At its heart, the Chicago author-date system for books involves two key
components that must work in tandem: the in-text citation and the
bibliography entry. These two elements are intrinsically linked, with the in-
text citation serving as a shorthand that directly points to a complete entry
in the bibliography. Without both, the citation system is incomplete and
ineffective. Therefore, meticulous attention to detail in constructing both
parts is paramount for scholarly integrity.

The Role of the Author's Last Name and Publication
Year

The author-date system's foundational principle is the immediate
identification of the source's origin. Thus, the author's last name and the
year of publication are the minimum requirements for an in-text citation in
Chicago style. This pairing allows readers to quickly associate the
information with a specific author and their work from a particular period.
It’s a concise way to ground your arguments and evidence in established
scholarship.

For example, a direct quotation might appear in your text followed by a
parenthetical citation such as (Smith 2020, 45). This tells the reader that
the quote comes from a work authored by Smith, published in 2020, and
specifically from page 45 of that work. If you mention the author in your
prose, like "As Smith argues (2020, 45)...", the year and page number still
follow. This redundancy ensures clarity, even if the author's name is already
part of the sentence.

Page Numbers for Specific Information

While the author and year are the core, including page numbers is crucial
when referencing specific ideas, direct quotations, or paraphrased
information from a particular part of a book. This level of detail is vital
for readers who wish to locate the exact passage you are discussing. Omitting
page numbers for specific references can lead to confusion and an inability
for readers to verify your claims accurately.

The inclusion of page numbers is not optional for direct quotes; it is
mandatory. For paraphrased ideas or summaries, it is highly recommended, as
it aids in pinpointing the origin of the concept. The format typically
involves placing the page number after the publication year within the



parentheses, separated by a comma and a space. For multiple pages, use a
range, such as (Jones 2018, 112–115).

Formatting In-Text Citations for Books

Crafting accurate in-text citations in the Chicago author-date system for
books is a skill that requires understanding the basic structure and adhering
to specific conventions. These brief references, placed directly within your
text, serve as signposts leading the reader to more complete information in
your bibliography. The primary goal is to be clear, concise, and non-
disruptive to the flow of your writing.

Basic Parenthetical Citation Structure

The most common form of in-text citation for a book in Chicago author-date
style is a simple parenthetical citation. This includes the author's last
name and the year of publication. When citing specific passages, the page
number(s) are also included. The punctuation is key: a comma separates the
author's name and the year, and another comma separates the year from the
page number(s).

Here's the general format:

(Author Last Name Year)

(Author Last Name Year, Page Number)

(Author Last Name Year, Page Range)

For instance, if you are referencing a general idea from a book by David
Miller published in 2019, you might write: (Miller 2019). If you are quoting
directly from page 78 of that same book, the citation would be (Miller 2019,
78).

Citing Works by Multiple Authors

When a book has multiple authors, the citation format changes slightly to
accommodate this. The standard for two authors is to list both last names,
connected by an ampersand (&), followed by the year. For three or more
authors, you cite only the first author's last name followed by "et al." (an
abbreviation for the Latin "et alia," meaning "and others").



Two authors: (Garcia & Chen 2021)

Three or more authors: (Rodriguez et al. 2017)

It's important to remember that the "et al." convention applies to both in-
text citations and the bibliography entry for works with three or more
authors, although the bibliography will list all authors if space permits and
the style guide for the specific publication allows it. Always check your
target publication's specific guidelines.

When the Author's Name Appears in the Text

If you incorporate the author's name into your sentence, you still need to
include the publication year, and often the page number, in parentheses. This
prevents ambiguity and ensures the reader can still locate the source in your
bibliography. The year generally follows the author's name directly, and the
page number follows the year if applicable.

Consider this example:

According to Johnson (2015), the study revealed significant trends. If the
specific information is on page 92, it would be:

According to Johnson (2015, 92), the study revealed significant trends.

This method integrates the citation smoothly into your prose, maintaining
readability while still providing the necessary source information.

Creating Bibliography Entries for Books

The bibliography section of your Chicago-style paper is where you provide
full publication details for every source you've cited in the text. This
serves as a comprehensive reference guide for your readers. For books, the
bibliography entry requires specific elements presented in a particular order
and with precise punctuation. Accuracy here is paramount for the integrity of
your research.

Essential Elements of a Book Entry

A standard Chicago author-date bibliography entry for a book includes the
author's name, the title of the book, and the publication details. The
author's name is inverted (Last Name, First Name). The title is italicized,



and the publication information typically includes the place of publication,
publisher, and year.

The basic structure for a single-author book is:

Author Last Name, First Name. Year. Title of Book. Place of Publication:
Publisher.

For example:

Miller, David. 2019. The Art of Citation. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press.

If you are using the author-date system, the year is placed immediately after
the author's name, followed by a period. The title should be italicized, and
the publisher's name is usually shortened. The place of publication is the
city where the publisher is located.

Formatting Titles and Subtitles

Book titles, including their subtitles, are always italicized in Chicago
style. If a book has a subtitle, it is separated from the main title by a
colon. The subtitle is capitalized using sentence case, meaning only the
first word of the title and subtitle, and proper nouns, are capitalized. This
convention applies consistently across all types of Chicago-style
bibliographies.

Example:

Smith, Jane. 2020. A Comprehensive Guide to Style: Understanding Citations
for Modern Academia. New York: Academic Publishing.

Note that the subtitle "Understanding Citations for Modern Academia" is
capitalized in sentence case, following the colon that separates it from the
main title "A Comprehensive Guide to Style."

Handling Publishers and Places of Publication

The publisher's name is typically provided in a shortened form (e.g.,
"University of Chicago Press" becomes "University of Chicago Press," but
often just "Chicago" is acceptable if unambiguous; check specific edition
requirements). The place of publication is the city where the publishing
house is located. If multiple places are listed, Chicago recommends using the
first one.



If a book lists more than one publisher, or multiple cities, you generally
list the first publisher and the first city. If no place of publication is
listed, you may use "n.p." (no place). Similarly, if no publisher is listed,
you can use "n.p." (no publisher).

A typical entry structure:

Author Last Name, First Name. Year. Title of Book. City: Publisher.

Example:

Williams, Robert. 2018. Historical Perspectives. Boston: Beacon Press.

Common Scenarios and Examples for Book
Citations

Navigating the nuances of book citations in the Chicago author-date system
often involves dealing with specific situations. Understanding how to format
entries for different types of books, such as edited volumes or books with no
author, ensures accuracy and professionalism. Here, we explore some of the
most common scenarios you might encounter.

Edited Books

Citing an edited book requires specifying the editors instead of a single
author. The in-text citation will still follow the author-date format,
referring to the editor(s) and year. The bibliography entry, however, will
highlight the editors.

In-text citation:

(Davis and Lee 2022)

Bibliography entry:

Davis, Emily, and Ben Lee, eds. 2022. Contemporary Literary Theory. London:
Palgrave Macmillan.

When citing a specific chapter within an edited book, the format becomes more
complex, requiring details about the chapter author, chapter title, editors,
book title, and page numbers. However, for the book as a whole, the editors
take the primary authorial position.



Books with Corporate Authors

When a book is published by an organization, institution, or government
agency rather than an individual, that entity serves as the author. The in-
text citation and bibliography entry will use the name of the organization.
If the name is very long, it can be abbreviated after its first full mention
in the text or bibliography, provided the abbreviation is clearly defined.

In-text citation:

(American Psychological Association 2021)

Bibliography entry:

American Psychological Association. 2021. Publication Manual of the American
Psychological Association. 7th ed. Washington, DC: American Psychological
Association.

It's important to check if the organization has a commonly recognized
abbreviation that can be used consistently throughout your work after its
initial full citation.

Books with No Author or Editor

In cases where a book lacks an explicit author or editor, the title of the
book moves to the author position in both the in-text citation and the
bibliography entry. The title is then followed by the publication year. If
the title is long, you can use a shortened version in the in-text citation
for subsequent references, but the first mention should be the full title.

In-text citation (first mention):

(The Encyclopedia of World History 2019)

In-text citation (subsequent mention, if shortened):

(Encyclopedia of World History 2019)

Bibliography entry:

The Encyclopedia of World History. 2019. New York: Oxford University Press.

The entire title is italicized, and if it is very lengthy, a common practice
is to use the first few significant words in the in-text citation to keep it
concise.



Variations and Advanced Formatting
Considerations

While the core principles of the Chicago Manual of Style author-date book
example are straightforward, certain situations necessitate adjustments or
deeper understanding. These include citing different editions, works with
specific publication details, or when the author-date system might be
combined with other citation styles.

Citing Different Editions of a Book

When you are citing a work that has gone through multiple editions, it is
essential to specify which edition you are using. This is particularly
important if there are significant differences between editions. The edition
number is typically included after the title in the bibliography entry.

Bibliography entry example:

Johnson, Sarah. 2017. Introduction to Sociology. 3rd ed. New York: Academic
Press.

The "3rd ed." indicates that this is the third edition of the book. The in-
text citation remains the same, referencing the author and year: (Johnson
2017).

Including ISBN or DOI

While not always mandatory for author-date book citations in every context,
including identifiers like the International Standard Book Number (ISBN) or
Digital Object Identifier (DOI) can be beneficial, especially for online or
academic resources. These unique identifiers help readers locate the exact
edition of the book more efficiently.

Bibliography entry example (with DOI):

Lee, Kevin. 2023. The Future of Digital Media. London: Digital Insights
Publishing. doi:10.1000/xyz123.

The DOI is typically placed at the end of the entry and is often hyperlinked
in digital formats. When citing a print book, the ISBN might be included,
usually before the publisher information or at the end. Always consult your
style guide for specific instructions on including these identifiers.



Works Published in Multiple Volumes

For books published in multiple volumes, you typically cite the specific
volume you used. In the bibliography entry, you would indicate the volume
number. If you are citing the entire work spanning multiple volumes, the
approach can differ, often referencing the range of volumes or the total
number of volumes.

Bibliography entry for a specific volume:

Garcia, Maria. 2018. A History of the Renaissance. Vol. 3. Paris: Renaissance
Publishing.

The in-text citation would remain (Garcia 2018), but if you were referencing
different volumes frequently, you might include the volume number in the in-
text citation as well, though this is less common in the standard author-date
system and might be better handled by footnotes/endnotes.

Ensuring Accuracy and Consistency in Your
Citations

Maintaining accuracy and consistency in your Chicago Manual of Style author-
date book citations is not merely a matter of following rules; it is
fundamental to the credibility and readability of your work. Every citation
is an agreement with your reader, promising that the information presented is
verifiable and properly attributed. Inconsistencies or errors can undermine
the trust your readers place in your scholarship.

The first step to ensuring accuracy is meticulous record-keeping from the
outset. As you gather sources, record all necessary bibliographic information
for each book. This includes the author(s), full title, subtitle, edition,
publisher, place of publication, and year. Using citation management software
can be incredibly helpful in organizing this data and generating
bibliographies automatically, though always double-check the output.

Consistency is achieved by applying the chosen style rules uniformly
throughout your entire document. This means using the same format for all in-
text citations and all bibliography entries. If you opt to abbreviate
publisher names, do so consistently. If you include DOIs, include them for
all relevant sources. The goal is a polished, professional presentation that
guides your reader effortlessly through your research.

Finally, a thorough review process is indispensable. Before submitting your
work, dedicate time to proofreading all your citations. Compare your in-text
citations against your bibliography to ensure every cited work is listed and



that the details match precisely. Verify that page numbers are correct and
that all names and titles are spelled accurately. A careful review can catch
errors that might otherwise detract from the quality of your writing.

---

Q: What is the primary difference between the
Chicago author-date system and the notes-
bibliography system for books?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are referenced within the text
and in the accompanying reference list. The author-date system uses brief
parenthetical citations (author's last name and year, often with page
numbers) in the text, leading to a "Works Cited" or "Bibliography" list at
the end. The notes-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes
for citations within the text, with a more detailed bibliography listing all
consulted sources at the end.

Q: When citing a book with a subtitle in Chicago
author-date style, how is the subtitle formatted in
the bibliography?
A: In the Chicago author-date bibliography, the subtitle of a book is
separated from the main title by a colon and is typically capitalized using
sentence case (only the first word of the title and subtitle, and proper
nouns, are capitalized). The entire title, including the subtitle, is
italicized. For example: A Journey Through Time: Discovering Ancient
Civilizations.

Q: How should I format an in-text citation for a
book with three or more authors using Chicago's
author-date system?
A: When citing a book with three or more authors, the in-text citation in
Chicago's author-date system uses the last name of the first author followed
by "et al." and the year of publication. For example: (Rodriguez et al.
2017). If a specific page is being referenced, it follows the year:
(Rodriguez et al. 2017, 55).

Q: What information is essential for a basic Chicago
author-date bibliography entry for a book?
A: A basic Chicago author-date bibliography entry for a book typically
includes the author's last name and first name, the year of publication, the



full title of the book (italicized), the place of publication, and the
publisher's name. The format is generally: Author Last Name, First Name.
Year. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher.

Q: Can I use an abbreviation for the publisher's
name in a Chicago author-date book citation?
A: Yes, Chicago style often allows for shortened publisher names, especially
for well-known university presses. For example, "University of Chicago Press"
might be shortened to "Chicago" if it's unambiguous. However, it's crucial to
be consistent with any abbreviations used and to check specific guidelines
from your instructor or publisher, as some may prefer the full name.

Q: How do I cite a specific chapter from an edited
book in Chicago author-date style?
A: Citing a chapter in an edited book requires more detail. The in-text
citation will refer to the chapter author and year, e.g., (Smith 2021). The
bibliography entry will list the chapter author, chapter title (in quotation
marks), the editors (introduced with "ed." or "eds."), the book title
(italicized), and the page range for the chapter, followed by the publisher
information. Example: Smith, John. 2021. "The Evolution of Digital Art." In
Modern Art Movements, edited by Emily Carter and David Lee, 112–135. London:
Art Publications.
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