chicago manual of style atlas citations

Navigating Chicago Manual of Style Atlas Citations: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual of style atlas citations are an essential component of academic and scholarly writing,
ensuring proper attribution and clarity when referencing cartographic materials. This guide delves into the
intricacies of citing atlases according to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), providing detailed instructions
and best practices for accurately representing these valuable resources. We will explore the fundamental
elements required for a complete atlas citation, discuss variations based on different types of atlases and
publication formats, and offer practical advice for handling specific challenges. Understanding these
principles is crucial for maintaining academic integrity and allowing your readers to easily locate the maps
and geographical information you present. This comprehensive overview will equip you with the
knowledge to confidently cite any atlas, from historical collections to modern digital resources, adhering to

the esteemed standards of the Chicago Manual of Style.
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Understanding the Core Components of Atlas Citations

Properly citing an atlas within the Chicago Manual of Style framework requires attention to several key
pieces of information. These components work together to provide a complete and unambiguous reference
for your reader, allowing them to identify and retrieve the exact atlas or map you consulted. The
fundamental elements are designed to cover the essential identifying features of the source, ensuring
transparency and scholarly rigor. When formulating any atlas citation, keeping these core elements in

mind is the first step toward accuracy.

Essential Bibliographic Information for Atlases

Regardless of the specific type of atlas, certain bibliographic details are almost always necessary for a
comprehensive citation. These include the author(s) or editor(s), the title of the atlas, the place of
publication, the publisher, and the year of publication. For atlases, the concept of "author” can be complex, as
many are produced by cartographic companies or government agencies rather than individual scholars. In

such cases, the responsible entity is typically listed as the author. The title should be italicized to distinguish



it as a standalone work. Details like edition statements and page numbers (or map numbers) are also critical

for pinpointing the exact information used.

The Role of Authorial Attribution in Atlas Citations

Determining the correct author for an atlas citation is a crucial step. If an atlas has a named editor or a
corporate body responsible for its compilation, that entity should be listed first. For instance, a historical atlas
compiled by a university department would list the university department as the author. If no specific
editor or corporate author is evident, but a prominent individual is credited with the overall work, they
may be listed as the author. However, many atlases are produced by institutions or companies without a
single credited individual, in which case the institutional name is used. Accuracy in this attribution

prevents confusion and upholds the integrity of your citation.

Citing Printed Atlases

The most common form of atlas citation involves printed publications. These can range from
comprehensive world atlases to specialized regional or historical collections. The Chicago Manual of Style
provides clear guidelines for formatting these citations in both footnotes/endnotes and the bibliography,
ensuring consistency across your scholarly work. Adhering to these standards is paramount for clarity and

reader access.

Standard Format for Printed Atlas Citations in the Bibliography

When citing a printed atlas in your bibliography, the general format follows a pattern that prioritizes
identifying the work clearly. The author or editor (or corporate author) is listed first, followed by the
italicized title. Next come the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication. If a specific
edition is known, this should also be included. For atlases, it's often helpful to note the number of pages or
plates, or specific map references if applicable, though this is more common in notes. The goal is to provide

enough information for someone to locate that exact volume on a shelf.

An example of a standard bibliography entry for a printed atlas would look something like this:

¢ Ordnance Survey. Ordnance Survey Atlas of Great Britain. Southampton: Ordnance Survey, 2010.

e Smith, John, ed. Historical Atlas of the American West. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2015.



Citing Specific Maps or Plates within a Printed Atlas

Often, you will be referencing a particular map or plate within a larger atlas, rather than the entire
volume. In such cases, your citation needs to be more specific. When using footnotes or endnotes, you
would typically cite the map's title or description, followed by the atlas title, and then the page or plate
number where the map can be found. For the bibliography, you might list the atlas itself, and then in your
notes, refer to the specific map. Alternatively, if the map has a distinct title and is a significant component,

it can sometimes be treated as a sub-entry or mentioned within the description of the atlas.

Here’s how you might handle this in notes:

1. "Map of Colonial New England," in Historical Atlas of the American West, ed. John Smith, 45.

2. National Geographic Society, "World Political Map," National Geographic Concise Atlas of the World,
plate 27.

Citing Atlases within Larger Works

Sometimes, an atlas itself might be part of a larger collection or a chapter within a book. In these instances,
the citation process becomes more layered, requiring you to acknowledge both the source atlas and the
larger work that contains it. This is common when a scholarly book incorporates an atlas as an appendix or

uses its maps extensively.

Referencing Atlases as Appendices or Supplementary Material

When an atlas is presented as an appendix or supplementary material within a book, the citation should
reflect this relationship. In your notes, you would typically reference the main book and then direct the
reader to the atlas appendix, often specifying the page numbers within that appendix. For the bibliography,
the primary entry would be for the book, with a clear indication of the atlas appendix and its location
within the book. This ensures that the reader understands the atlas is contained within the larger

publication.

Citing Maps from an Atlas That Appears in Another Publication

If you are citing a map that is itself from an atlas, and that atlas is then featured within another published
work (like a textbook or a historical analysis), the citation needs to acknowledge both layers of sourcing.
You would cite the map from the original atlas, and then indicate that this atlas was accessed through the

secondary publication. This is particularly important for ensuring the reader can trace the origin of the



information accurately and avoid the appearance of primary sourcing when you are, in fact, using a

secondary representation.

Citing Digital Atlases and Online Maps

The digital age has introduced new forms of atlases and maps, from interactive online atlases to standalone
digital mapping applications. The Chicago Manual of Style offers guidance for citing these dynamic and

often ephemeral resources, emphasizing the importance of providing access information and retrieval dates.

Formatting Citations for Online Atlases

Citing an online atlas generally requires the same core bibliographic information as a print atlas, but with
the addition of a URL and a date of access. The author or corporate author, the title of the online atlas
(italicized), and the publisher or sponsoring organization are listed. Following this, you would include the
URL where the atlas can be found and the date on which you accessed it. This date is crucial because online

content can change or be removed without notice.

A typical format for an online atlas citation in a bibliography would be:

¢ National Geographic Society. "Google Earth." Accessed May 15, 2023. https://www.google.com/earth/.

o Esri. "ArcGIS Living Atlas of the World." Accessed June 1, 2023. https://livingatlas.arcgis.com/.

Citing Specific Online Maps and Geospatial Data

‘When referencing specific maps or geospatial data from online sources, such as those found on platforms
like Google Maps, ArcGIS, or government geological survey websites, the citation needs to be precise. You
should include the name of the specific map or dataset, the name of the website or platform, the publisher
(if distinct), and the URL. Crucially, always include the date of access. If a particular map or dataset has a

version number or date of creation, include that as well for greater specificity.

For a specific online map, a note might look like this:

1. "Satellite View of Central Park," Google Maps, accessed May 20, 2023, https://maps.google.com/.

2. US. Geological Survey, "Topographic Map of Yosemite Valley," accessed June 10, 2023,

https://prd-tnm.s3.amazonaws.com/index.html.



Common Challenges and Solutions in Chicago Atlas Citation

Citing atlases can present unique challenges due to the nature of cartographic materials and their
publication formats. The Chicago Manual of Style provides flexibility and advice for navigating these

complexities, ensuring that your citations remain accurate and informative.

Handling Atlases with No Clear Author or Publisher

In some instances, you may encounter an atlas that lacks a clearly identified author or publisher. This is
more common with older, privately printed, or anonymously compiled works. In such situations, the
Chicago Manual of Style advises to begin the citation with the title of the atlas, italicized, followed by the
publication information as available. If the place of publication or year is unknown, use abbreviations like
"n.p." (no place of publication) or "n.d." (no date), but always attempt to find at least some identifying

information.

Citing Historical and Rare Atlases

Citing historical or rare atlases requires careful attention to detail, often involving specific archival
information. When referencing such materials, you should include all known publication details, including
the original date of publication if different from a later edition. If the atlas is housed in a specific archive or
library, it is good practice to note this in your citation, especially in notes, to help others locate the source. If

the exact location is critical, mention the collection name and repository.

The Importance of Consistent Atlas Citation Practices

Consistency in applying the Chicago Manual of Style’s rules for atlas citations is as important as accuracy.
Whether you are citing dozens of maps or just a few, maintaining a uniform style throughout your
bibliography and notes prevents reader confusion and demonstrates your attention to scholarly detail. A
consistent approach makes your work appear polished and professional, reinforcing the credibility of your
research and allowing readers to focus on your arguments rather than deciphering inconsistent citation

formats.

Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Manual of Style Atlas
Citations



Q: What is the primary difference between citing a printed atlas and a
digital atlas in Chicago style?

A: The primary difference lies in the inclusion of a URL and a date of access for digital atlases, reflecting
the non-permanent nature of online resources. Printed atlases rely on standard publication details like place,

publisher, and year.

Q How should I cite a specific map from an atlas if the map itself has a
title?

A: When the map has a specific title, you can begin your note citation with the map's title in quotation
marks, followed by the italicized atlas title and the relevant page or plate number. For the bibliography,
you typically cite the atlas as a whole.

Q: What if an atlas doesn't have a clear author listed?

A: If an atlas lacks a clear author, begin the citation with the title of the atlas, italicized. If a corporate body

or editor is listed, use that information.

Q: Do I need to include the edition number for every atlas citation?

A: Tt is highly recommended to include the edition number if it is specified for the atlas, especially if you

consulted a particular edition. This provides a more precise reference.

Q How do I cite a map found on a website like Google Maps?

A: For specific online maps, cite the name of the map or feature, the name of the website or platform (e.g.,

Google Maps), the publisher (if different), the URL, and most importantly, the date of access.

Q Should I italicize the title of an atlas in Chicago style citations?

A: Yes, the title of an atlas, whether printed or digital, should be italicized in Chicago style citations to

distinguish it as a standalone work.

Q: What is the role of the date of access for online atlases?

A: The date of access is crucial for online atlases because web content can be updated or removed. It tells the
reader when you viewed the resource, allowing them to understand potential discrepancies if the content

has changed since your consultation.



Chicago Manual Of Style Atlas Citations

Chicago Manual Of Style Atlas Citations

Related Articles

¢ chicago manual of style endnote styles requirements

e chicago manual of style citations in text
e chicago manual of style endnote requirements

Back to Home


https://www.chem.study/textbooks-025/chicago-manual-of-style-atlas-citations.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-025/chicago-manual-of-style-endnote-styles-requirements.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-025/chicago-manual-of-style-citations-in-text.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-025/chicago-manual-of-style-endnote-requirements.pdf
https://www.chem.study

