chicago manual of style artwork
citation style chicago

The Chicago Manual of Style artwork citation style Chicago is a critical
component for academic and professional writing that incorporates visual
elements. Properly citing artwork ensures proper attribution, avoids
plagiarism, and allows readers to locate the original sources of images and
artistic creations. This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of
the Chicago style for citing artwork, covering various types of visual media
and providing detailed instructions for both notes and bibliography entries.
Understanding these nuances is essential for scholars, researchers, and
anyone engaged in writing that requires the inclusion and acknowledgment of
artistic works. We will explore the fundamental principles, specific
examples, and common challenges associated with Chicago style artwork
citations.
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Understanding the Fundamentals of Chicago Style
for Artwork

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers a robust framework for citing a
wide array of sources, and its guidelines for artwork are no exception. At
its core, the Chicago system prioritizes clarity, completeness, and
consistency, ensuring that your readers can easily identify and access the
visual materials you reference. The system generally employs a dual approach:
notes-bibliography and author-date. For artwork, the notes-bibliography
system, which uses footnotes or endnotes, is often more prevalent and
provides a detailed accounting of each source. The essential components of a
Chicago style artwork citation include the artist's name, the title of the
work, the date of creation, the medium, and the current location or source of
access.

The purpose of meticulous citation is twofold: to give credit where it is due
and to enhance the credibility of your own work. When you cite artwork, you
are acknowledging the intellectual property and creative labor of the artist.
Furthermore, by providing precise details, you empower your audience to
verify your information, explore the artwork further, and understand the



context in which you are presenting it. The Chicago style’s emphasis on
detailed information means that even seemingly minor elements can be crucial
for accurate referencing, particularly when dealing with unique or obscure
pieces.

The specific format for citing artwork in Chicago style can vary slightly
depending on whether the work is in a physical location (like a museum or
gallery) or accessed online. However, the underlying principles remain
consistent. The goal is always to provide enough information so that someone
else can find the exact artwork you are discussing. This includes
distinguishing between original artworks and reproductions, as well as noting
the specific edition or version if applicable. Adhering strictly to the
Chicago manual of style artwork citation style Chicago ensures a high
standard of academic rigor.

Citing Paintings, Sculptures, and Other Fine
Art

When citing traditional fine art pieces such as paintings and sculptures, the
Chicago style requires specific elements to be included. The artist is always
the primary focus, followed by the title of the work, italicized. The year of
creation is crucial, and the medium used (e.g., oil on canvas, bronze) should
also be specified. Finally, the current location of the artwork, typically a
museum or private collection, is essential information. This allows readers
to understand where the artwork resides and potentially view it themselves.

Notes Entry for Fine Art

In the notes-bibliography system, a footnote or endnote for a painting might
look like this: Vincent van Gogh, The Starry Night, 1889, oil on canvas,
Museum of Modern Art, New York.

For sculptures, the format is similar, focusing on the artist, title, date,
medium, and location. For instance: Auguste Rodin, The Thinker, conceived
1880, cast 1904, bronze, Rodin Museum, Paris.

Bibliography Entry for Fine Art

The corresponding bibliography entry is generally more concise but contains
the same core information. The artist's last name comes first, followed by
the first name. The title remains italicized, followed by the date, medium,
and location.



e Van Gogh, Vincent. The Starry Night. 1889. 0il on canvas. Museum of
Modern Art, New York.

e Rodin, Auguste. The Thinker. Conceived 1880, cast 1904. Bronze. Rodin
Museum, Paris.

It is important to note that the distinction between "conceived" and "cast"
dates for sculptures is significant and should be included when known. For
artworks with multiple versions or editions, specific details about the
particular version being cited are necessary.

Citing Photographs in Chicago Style

Photograph citation in Chicago style follows similar principles, focusing on
the photographer, the title or description of the photograph, the date it was
taken, and its current repository or source. Unlike fine art, photographs may
not always have a distinct "artist" in the same sense, and sometimes the
subject or context of the photograph provides its title. The Chicago manual
of style artwork citation style Chicago emphasizes accurate representation of
the source, whether it's a historical archive, a personal collection, or a
published volume.

Notes Entry for Photographs

For a photograph held in an archive, the entry would typically include the
photographer's name (if known), the title or descriptive caption, the date
the photograph was taken, and the collection and institution where it is
housed. For example: Ansel Adams, Moonrise, Hernandez, New Mexico, November
1, 1941, gelatin silver print, Ansel Adams Photograph Collection, Center for
Creative Photography, University of Arizona, Tucson.

If the photograph is from a book or website, the citation would then

incorporate the details of that publication or online source.

Bibliography Entry for Photographs

The bibliography entry for a photograph will align with the notes, with the
photographer's last name preceding their first name. The title or description
is then provided, followed by the date, medium, and location details.

e Adams, Ansel. Moonrise, Hernandez, New Mexico. November 1, 1941. Gelatin



silver print. Ansel Adams Photograph Collection, Center for Creative
Photography, University of Arizona, Tucson.

When citing photographs that are part of a larger collection or exhibition
catalog, ensure that the citation clearly indicates this relationship to
provide maximum clarity for the reader.

Citing Digital Art and Online Visual Resources

The proliferation of digital art and online visual resources presents unique
challenges for citation. The Chicago manual of style artwork citation style
Chicago provides guidelines to accommodate these modern forms of visual
media. When citing digital artwork or images found online, it is crucial to
include information about the creator, the title of the work, the date of
creation or publication online, and the URL. The date of access is also often
included, as online content can change or disappear.

Notes Entry for Digital Art

For digital art, the format would be similar to fine art but with the
addition of online access information. For example: Shepard Fairey, Hope,
2008, digital print, accessed November 15, 2023, [URL].

When citing an image from a website that may not be considered "art" in the
traditional sense, such as a historical photograph on a digital archive, the
principles remain similar, focusing on the source of the image.

Bibliography Entry for Digital Art

The bibliography entry for digital artwork follows the pattern of other
entries, with the creator's last name first, followed by their first name.
The title is provided, along with the date, and then details of online
access.

e Fairey, Shepard. Hope. 2008. Digital print. Accessed November 15, 2023.
[URL].

It is important to use stable URLs whenever possible. If the work is part of
a specific platform or gallery website, include that information as well to
further refine the location.



Citing Illustrations and Figures in Text

When illustrations, figures, or images are incorporated directly into the
text of a document, Chicago style requires a specific method of citation.
These citations typically appear directly after the image or figure, often in
parentheses, and refer the reader to a corresponding entry in the
bibliography. The goal here is to seamlessly integrate the citation with the
visual element without disrupting the flow of the text.

In-Text Citations

Typically, an in-text citation for a figure would include the word "Figure"
or "Fig." followed by the figure number assigned in the text, and then a
brief description or title and the artist. For example: (Fig. 1. Jane Doe,
Sunset Over the Lake).

If the figure is a direct reproduction of a copyrighted work that requires
full attribution, the caption accompanying the figure will provide more
extensive details, and the in-text citation will serve as a pointer to that
caption and the subsequent bibliography entry.

Captions for Figures

Captions are crucial for providing detailed information about figures
embedded in the text. A typical caption would include the figure number, the
title of the artwork, the artist, the date, the medium, and the location or
source. For example:

Figure 1. Jane Doe, Sunset Over the Lake, 2022, oil on canvas, private
collection.

This comprehensive approach ensures that even when an image is integrated
into the narrative, its provenance is clearly established, reinforcing the
principles of the Chicago manual of style artwork citation style Chicago.

Handling Variations and Special Cases in
Artwork Citation

The world of art is diverse, and Chicago style acknowledges this by offering
guidance for various less common scenarios. This includes citing artworks
that have no known artist, works in progress, or pieces that have been
reproduced in multiple formats. The key is to adapt the core citation



principles to the available information, providing as much clarity as
possible.

Works with No Known Artist

When the artist of a work is unknown, the citation begins with the title of
the artwork, italicized, followed by the date, medium, and location. For
example: The Arnolfini Portrait, ca. 1434, oil on oak panel, National
Gallery, London.

Works in Progress or Unfinished Pieces

For works that are still in progress or intentionally unfinished, the
citation should reflect this status. The date might be indicated as "n.d."
(no date) if no completion date is available, or specific notes about its
unfinished nature can be included. For example: Leonardo da Vinci, Adoration
of the Magi, begun ca. 1481, tempera on panel, Uffizi Gallery, Florence
(unfinished).

The Chicago manual of style artwork citation style Chicago encourages a
pragmatic approach, ensuring that the reader understands the context and
status of the artwork being referenced, even in challenging cases.

Reproductions in Books and Articles

When citing a reproduction of an artwork from a book or article, you must
cite the book or article itself, while still noting the original artwork. The
notes and bibliography will detail both the source of the reproduction and
the original work. For example, a note might read: Vincent van Gogh, The
Starry Night, 1889, oil on canvas, as reproduced in Meyer Schapiro, Vincent
van Gogh (New York: Harry N. Abrams, 1950), 112.

This dual attribution is vital for academic honesty and allows readers to
trace the artwork through its various representations.

The rigorous application of the Chicago manual of style artwork citation
style Chicago ensures that every visual element is treated with the respect
and accuracy it deserves. Whether dealing with a classical masterpiece or a
contemporary digital creation, adhering to these guidelines enhances the
scholarly integrity and readability of your work, providing a clear pathway
for your audience to explore the artistic landscape you present.



FAQ

Q: What are the essential elements of a Chicago
style artwork citation?

A: The essential elements of a Chicago style artwork citation typically
include the artist's name (if known), the title of the work (italicized), the
date of creation, the medium of the artwork, and its current location or
source of access (e.g., museum, gallery, website URL).

Q: How do I cite a painting in Chicago style?

A: For a painting, your Chicago style citation should include: Artist's Name,
Title of Artwork, Year Created, Medium (e.g., oil on canvas), and Location
(e.g., Museum Name, City, Country).

Q: What if the artist of the artwork is unknown?

A: If the artist is unknown, you begin the citation with the italicized title
of the artwork, followed by the date, medium, and location. For example: The
Mona Lisa, ca. 1503-1506, oil on poplar panel, Louvre Museum, Paris.

Q: How should I cite a photograph in Chicago style?

A: For a photograph, cite: Photographer's Name (if known), Title or
Description of Photograph, Date Taken, Type of Photograph (e.g., gelatin
silver print), and its Repository or Source (e.g., Collection Name,
Institution Name, City).

Q: What information is needed for digital art
citations in Chicago style?

A: When citing digital art, include: Creator's Name, Title of Digital
Artwork, Year Created or Published Online, Medium (if applicable), and the
URL. It is also advisable to include the date of access.

Q: How do I cite artwork that is reproduced in a
book or article?

A: When citing a reproduction, your citation should acknowledge both the
original artwork and the source of the reproduction. For example: Artist's



Name, Original Artwork Title, Original Year, Medium, as reproduced in
Author's Name, Title of Book/Article, Publication Details, Page Number.

Q: Should I include the medium of the artwork in the
citation?

A: Yes, including the medium of the artwork is generally recommended by the
Chicago Manual of Style, especially for traditional fine arts, as it provides
important contextual information about the work.

Q: What is the difference between a note and a
bibliography entry for artwork in Chicago style?

A: In the notes-bibliography system, a note provides a full citation for a
specific instance of artwork usage and often includes more detail. The
bibliography entry, appearing at the end of the work, is typically a more
condensed version of the note but contains all the essential information for
locating the source.
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