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chicago manual of style artwork citation format chicago is a topic that often causes confusion for
students, researchers, and anyone needing to properly credit visual works. Whether you are citing a
painting, a sculpture, a photograph, or digital art, understanding the nuances of the Chicago Manual of
Style (CMQOS) is crucial for academic integrity and clear communication. This guide will delve into the
intricacies of citing artwork according to CMOS, covering both footnotes/endnotes and the bibliography.
We will explore the essential elements required for accurate citations, differentiate between various
types of artwork, and provide clear examples to illustrate the process. Mastering the Chicago Manual
of Style artwork citation format Chicago will ensure your work is both scholarly and adheres to

established academic standards.
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Understanding the Core Components of Artwork Citation

Accurately citing artwork in Chicago style, often referred to as the Chicago Manual of Style artwork



citation format Chicago, hinges on including a specific set of core components. These elements
provide readers with all the necessary information to locate and verify the source of the visual material
you are referencing. Without these key pieces of information, your citation is incomplete and potentially

misleading. The goal is to offer a clear and unambiguous path back to the original artwork.

Essential Bibliographical Information

Regardless of whether you are citing a physical artwork in a museum or a digital image found online,
certain information is always paramount. These include the artist's name, the title of the work, the date
of creation, and the medium. The artist's name is typically presented last name first in the bibliography
but first name first in footnotes/endnotes. The title of the artwork is italicized, following the Chicago
Manual of Style artwork citation format Chicago. The date of creation provides context for the artwork's
historical or cultural significance. Finally, the medium, such as oil on canvas, bronze, or digital

photograph, helps describe the physical nature of the work.

Details About the Artwork's Location

Beyond the artwork itself, its physical or digital location is vital for proper citation. For artworks housed
in institutions, this means specifying the museum or gallery, the city where it is located, and ideally, the
collection or accession number if available. This level of detail allows a researcher to find the specific
piece within a large institution. For digital reproductions, the website or platform where the image was
accessed, along with a stable URL or DOI (Digital Object Identifier), becomes the equivalent of the
physical location. Following the Chicago Manual of Style artwork citation format Chicago precisely in

this regard ensures verifiability.



Citing Artwork in Footnotes and Endnotes

Footnotes and endnotes serve as immediate references within the text, allowing readers to quickly
consult the source of information without disrupting the flow of reading. When citing artwork in these
notes, the Chicago Manual of Style artwork citation format Chicago emphasizes clarity and
conciseness while still providing sufficient detail. The order of information differs slightly from the

bibliography.

Format for Physical Artworks

For physical artworks, the footnote or endnote begins with the artist's first name followed by their last
name. Then, the title of the artwork appears in italics. Following the title is the date of creation. The
next crucial element is the medium, which is typically presented in parentheses. Finally, the location of

the artwork is provided, including the name of the museum or gallery and its city. For example:

Jane Doe, Sunrise Over the Lake, 2020, oil on canvas. Art Gallery of Chicago, Chicago.

If the artwork is part of a specific collection within the institution, that can also be noted. The Chicago
Manual of Style artwork citation format Chicago encourages providing as much identifying information

as is readily available and relevant to your research.

Format for Digital Reproductions of Artworks



When citing a digital reproduction of an artwork, the footnote or endnote format adapts to reflect the
digital medium. The artist's name and artwork title are presented similarly. However, instead of
physical location details, you will provide the name of the website or platform where the image was

found, the date of access, and the stable URL. For instance:

John Smith, Cityscape at Dusk, 2018, acrylic on board. Accessed October 26, 2023. The
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York.

https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/image_id.

It is important to use the most stable and direct URL possible, ideally one that points directly to the
image or a page dedicated to it. This adheres to the Chicago Manual of Style artwork citation format

Chicago by facilitating easy retrieval for your readers.

Citing Artwork in the Bibliography

The bibliography, appearing at the end of a work, provides a comprehensive list of all sources cited.
For artwork, the Chicago Manual of Style artwork citation format Chicago dictates a specific order and
punctuation. The primary goal here is to allow readers to easily compile a list of all visual references

used in your document.

Bibliography Entry for Physical Artworks

In the bibliography, the artist's last name comes first, followed by their first name. The title of the

artwork is italicized. The date of creation follows, and then the medium. Finally, the name of the



museum or gallery and its city are included. For example:

Doe, Jane. Sunrise Over the Lake. 2020. Oil on canvas. Art Gallery of Chicago, Chicago.

This structure in the Chicago Manual of Style artwork citation format Chicago provides a consistent

format for alphabetical listing and clear identification of each artwork.

Bibliography Entry for Digital Reproductions of Artworks

For digital reproductions, the bibliography entry follows a similar pattern but incorporates digital access
information. The artist's name, artwork title, date of creation, and medium are listed as before. Then,
the name of the website or platform is provided, followed by the date of access and the URL. An

example would be:

Smith, John. Cityscape at Dusk. 2018. Acrylic on board. Accessed October 26, 2023. The
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York.

https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/image_id.

When citing digital images, always try to find the original source of the image or a reputable
institutional reproduction. The Chicago Manual of Style artwork citation format Chicago prioritizes

accuracy and source verification.



Special Considerations for Digital and Online Artwork

The proliferation of digital art and online repositories presents unique challenges for citation. The
Chicago Manual of Style artwork citation format Chicago offers guidance for these scenarios to ensure
proper attribution and accessibility. It's important to distinguish between an artwork that is inherently

digital and a digital reproduction of a physical artwork.

Citing Artworks Created Digitally

For artworks created entirely in digital formats, such as digital paintings, animations, or interactive
installations, the citation needs to reflect their born-digital nature. The artist's name, title of the work
(italicized), and the date of creation are essential. The medium might be described as "digital art,"
"animation," or a more specific technical term. If the artwork is accessible online, a URL and access

date are crucial. If it was exhibited in a digital gallery or platform, that information should be included.

Navigating Fair Use and Image Rights

While the Chicago Manual of Style artwork citation format Chicago focuses on attribution, it is also
important to consider issues of copyright and fair use when reproducing images of artwork. Always
ensure you have the right to use an image, especially for publication. Most academic uses fall under
fair use, but it's a responsibility that accompanies the act of citation. Many museums and archives

provide guidelines on image usage and citation for their collections.



Common Pitfalls in Chicago Style Artwork Citation

Despite clear guidelines, several common errors can arise when applying the Chicago Manual of Style
artwork citation format Chicago. Awareness of these pitfalls can help writers avoid them and produce

more accurate citations.

Inconsistent Formatting Between Notes and Bibliography

One of the most frequent mistakes is failing to maintain the distinct formatting required for
footnotes/endnotes versus the bibliography. Remember that the artist's name order and the inclusion of
a specific page number (if citing a particular section of a larger work) can differ. Double-checking the

Chicago Manual of Style artwork citation format Chicago for each is vital.

Missing or Incorrect Identifying Information

Another common issue is omitting crucial details such as the date of creation, the medium, or the
exact location of the artwork. For digital images, forgetting the access date or providing a broken URL

can render the citation useless. Precision in gathering and transcribing this information is key.

Artist's name

Title of artwork (italicized)



Date of creation

Medium

Location (museum/gallery and city, or website/platform and URL)

Access date (for online sources)

Ensuring all these elements are present and correctly formatted is fundamental to adhering to the

Chicago Manual of Style artwork citation format Chicago.

Failure to Italicize Artwork Titles

A simple yet significant stylistic error is the failure to italicize the titles of artworks. This is a consistent
rule across different citation styles and is an important visual cue for readers. Always ensure artwork

titles are in italics, as dictated by the Chicago Manual of Style artwork citation format Chicago.



Q: What is the primary difference between citing a painting and a
sculpture in Chicago style?

A: The primary difference lies in the description of the medium. For a
painting, you would typically state "oil on canvas' or "watercolor on

paper," while for a sculpture, you might specify ""bronze," "marble," or
"mixed media." The rest of the citation elements, such as artist, title,
date, and location, remain consistent with the Chicago Manual of Style

artwork citation format Chicago.

Q: Should I include the accession number when citing artwork in
Chicago style?

A: Including the accession number is highly recommended if it is
readily available, especially for artworks in major museum collections.
It provides a precise identifier that can be invaluable for researchers
attempting to locate the specific piece. Always consult the Chicago
Manual of Style artwork citation format Chicago guidelines for the

most detailed requirements.



Q: How do I cite a photograph taken by myself of a public sculpture?
A: When citing your own photograph of a public sculpture, you would
treat it as a photograph you created. The artist would be you, and the
title would be the descriptive title of your photograph. The medium
would be "photograph.” You would then provide details about where
the photograph was taken (the location of the sculpture) and the date
you took it, along with details of your own collection or publication.
The Chicago Manual of Style artwork citation format Chicago allows

for this self-referential citation.

Q: What if the artwork's date of creation is uncertain or unknown?
A: If the date of creation is uncertain, you can use "n.d." for "'no date"
in the citation. If there is an estimated date range, you can present it
as such, for example, '""ca. 1900-1910." Always consult the most
recent edition of the Chicago Manual of Style artwork citation format

Chicago for the preferred abbreviation and format for unknown dates.



Q: How do | cite artwork found on a general image search engine like
Google Images?

A: Citing directly from a general image search engine is generally
discouraged. Instead, you should try to trace the image back to its
original source, such as a museum website, an artist's portfolio, or a
reputable art publication. If the original source cannot be found, and
the image is essential, cite the search engine as the platform,
including the search terms used, the date of access, and the URL of
the search results page, but clearly note that the original source was
not identified. This is a less ideal scenario under the Chicago Manual

of Style artwork citation format Chicago.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a print or reproduction of an
artwork found in a book?

A: When citing a reproduction of an artwork found in a book, you are
essentially citing the book as your source. The citation would include
the author of the book, the title of the book (italicized), the

publication information, and the page number where the artwork



appears. You might also mention the original artist and artwork title
within the text or as a descriptive note if necessary, but the primary
bibliographic entry refers to the book itself, following the Chicago

Manual of Style artwork citation format Chicago.
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