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The Chicago Manual of Style 17th Edition Sample Citations: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual of style 17th edition sample citations are essential for academic and
professional writing, ensuring clarity, credibility, and proper attribution of sources. This guide provides
a detailed exploration of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) 17th edition’s citation requirements,
offering clear examples and explanations for various source types. Whether you are a student,
researcher, or professional writer, understanding these guidelines is crucial for adhering to academic
integrity and presenting your work effectively. We will delve into both the author-date and notes-
bibliography systems, covering common source materials and offering practical advice for navigating
complex citation scenarios. Mastering these sample citations will elevate the quality and
professionalism of your written endeavors, making your research easily verifiable and your arguments
more persuasive.
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Understanding the Two Chicago Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) 17th edition offers two distinct citation systems to accommodate
different academic disciplines and publication preferences. The first, and often more traditional in
humanities, is the notes-bibliography system. The second, prevalent in the sciences and social
sciences, is the author-date system. Each system has its own set of rules for in-text citations and the
final list of sources, but both aim for accuracy, completeness, and ease of use for readers trying to
locate the original material. Understanding the fundamental differences between these two
approaches is the first step in correctly applying CMOS 17th edition sample citations.

The choice between the notes-bibliography and author-date systems typically depends on the
requirements of your publisher, journal, or academic institution. The notes-bibliography system uses
footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations, allowing for more extensive commentary alongside source



attribution, while the author-date system uses brief parenthetical citations in the text. Both systems
require a comprehensive list of all sources consulted at the end of the work. This article will provide
detailed sample citations for both systems.

The Notes-Bibliography System: In-Text Notes and
Bibliography Entries

The notes-bibliography system is characterized by the use of numbered footnotes or endnotes that
appear at the bottom of the page or at the end of the document, respectively. Each note corresponds
to a superscript number placed in the text immediately after the material being cited. These notes
provide the full citation information for the first mention of a source and can include explanatory
material. Subsequent citations of the same source are shortened.

Following the main text and any endnotes, a bibliography is presented. This bibliography lists all
sources cited in the document, alphabetized by the author's last name. The bibliography entries are
formatted differently than the initial notes, typically providing more complete bibliographic details in a
slightly more condensed format. Mastering the nuances of both note and bibliography formats is
crucial for effective use of this system. The following sections will provide sample citations for
common source types within this system.

Core Elements of a Bibliography Entry

Regardless of the source type, CMOS bibliography entries generally follow a consistent structure. Key
elements include the author's name, title of the work, publication information (place, publisher, year),
and for articles or chapters, the title of the larger work and page numbers. The specific order and
punctuation may vary slightly depending on the source, but the fundamental components remain the
same. Pay close attention to how the author's name is inverted for the first entry in the bibliography
(Last Name, First Name) and how subsequent entries are listed.

For books, the author's name, the full title (italicized), and the publication details are paramount. For
articles, the author's name, the article title (in quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), the
volume and issue numbers, and the date and page range are essential. Understanding these core
elements will allow you to construct accurate bibliography entries for a wide array of sources.

Sample Citations for Books

Citing books is a fundamental skill, and CMOS 17th edition provides clear guidelines. For the
bibliography, the author's name is followed by the book title, italicized. The publication information
includes the city of publication, publisher, and year.

e Bibliography Entry:



Author Last Name, First Name. Book Title. City of Publication: Publisher, Year.
Example:

Smith, John. The History of Citation Styles. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2022.
For a book with multiple authors (two or three):

Author 1 Last Name, First Name, and Author 2 Last Name, First Name. Book Title. City of
Publication: Publisher, Year.

Example:

Davis, Sarah L., and Robert M. Johnson. Academic Writing Essentials. New York: Oxford
University Press, 2021.

For a book with more than three authors:

Author 1 Last Name, First Name, et al. Book Title. City of Publication: Publisher, Year.
Example:

Williams, Emily K., et al. Research Methodologies Today. Boston: Pearson Education, 2020.
For a chapter in an edited book:

Chapter Author Last Name, First Name. "Chapter Title." In Book Title, edited by Editor First
Name Last Name, Page range. City of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Example:

Brown, Michael P. "The Evolution of Citation." In Scholarly Publishing Practices, edited by Emily
R. White, 112-135. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2019.

Sample Citations for Journal Articles

Journal articles are common in academic research. The bibliography entry for a journal article includes
the author, article title, journal title, volume and issue numbers, publication date, and page numbers.

Bibliography Entry:
Author Last Name, First Name. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page range.
Example:

Miller, David A. "The Impact of Digital Media on Research." Journal of Modern Communication



45, no. 3 (2023): 215-230.
¢ For articles accessed online, include a DOI or URL if available:

e Author Last Name, First Name. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page range.
DOI or URL.

e Example:

e Garcia, Maria S. "Advancements in Al for Writing." Artificial Intelligence Quarterly 12, no. 1
(2024): 55-72. https://doi.org/10.1000/aig.2024.12.1.55.

Sample Citations for Websites and Online Resources

Citing online content requires careful attention to detail, as website structures and content can
change. Key elements include the author (if available), the title of the specific page or article, the
website name, the publication or last updated date (if available), and the URL.

e Bibliography Entry:

e Author Last Name, First Name (if available). "Title of Specific Page or Article." Website Name.
Publication Date (if available). Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

e Example:

e National Archives. "Digitizing Historical Documents." National Archives Blog. June 15, 2023.
Accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.archives.gov/blog/digitizing-historical-documents.

¢ If no author is listed, start with the title of the page:

e "The Future of Academic Publishing." University Writing Center. Last modified November 10,
2023. Accessed October 26, 2023. https://writingcenter.university.edu/future-publishing.

Sample Citations for Other Common Sources

CMOS also provides guidance for a variety of other sources, including reports, dissertations, and
interviews. The core principle remains to provide enough information for the reader to locate the
original source.

e For a government report:



e Issuing Agency. Title of Report. Report Number (if applicable). City of Publication: Publisher,
Year.

Example:

U.S. Department of Education. Digest of Education Statistics. NCES 2023-030. Washington, DC:
U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, 2023.

For a dissertation:

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Dissertation." PhD diss., University Name, Year.

Example:

e Lee, Catherine H. "The Role of Technology in Modern Pedagogy." PhD diss., Stanford University,
2022.

For an interview:

Interviewee Name. Personal interview. Month Day, Year.

Example:

Chen, Wei. Personal interview. November 15, 2023.

The Author-Date System: In-Text Citations and
Reference List Entries

The author-date system, widely adopted in scientific and social science fields, uses brief in-text
citations that refer readers to a comprehensive reference list at the end of the document. This system
prioritizes providing source information efficiently within the flow of the text, allowing for quick
verification of claims.

In-text citations typically include the author's last name and the year of publication. If a specific part
of the source is being referenced, the page number is also included. The reference list at the end of
the document contains full bibliographic details for every source cited in the text, presented in
alphabetical order by author's last name. This system ensures that readers can easily identify the
origin of information without disrupting the reading experience with extensive footnotes.

Core Elements of a Reference List Entry

Similar to the notes-bibliography system, CMOS author-date reference list entries also rely on key
bibliographic information. The primary components are the author's name, the year of publication, the
title of the work, and publication details. The key difference lies in the placement of the year, which



immediately follows the author's name, and the overall format aiming for conciseness.

For books, the author's name and the year are followed by the italicized title and publication
information. For journal articles, the author's name and year are followed by the article title, journal
title (italicized), volume, issue, and page numbers. Understanding these core elements allows for the
construction of accurate and consistent reference list entries.

Sample Citations for Books (Author-Date)

In the author-date system, book citations in the reference list are structured to highlight the
publication year immediately after the author's name.

e Reference List Entry:

e Author Last Name, First Name. Year. Book Title. City of Publication: Publisher.

e Example:

e Smith, John. 2022. The History of Citation Styles. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
e For a book with multiple authors (two or three):

e Author 1 Last Name, First Name, and Author 2 Last Name, First Name. Year. Book Title. City of
Publication: Publisher.

e Example:

e Davis, Sarah L., and Robert M. Johnson. 2021. Academic Writing Essentials. New York: Oxford
University Press.

e For a book with more than three authors:

e Author 1 Last Name, First Name, et al. Year. Book Title. City of Publication: Publisher.

e Example:

e Williams, Emily K., et al. 2020. Research Methodologies Today. Boston: Pearson Education.
e For a chapter in an edited book:

e Chapter Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Chapter Title." In Book Title, edited by Editor First
Name Last Name, Page range. City of Publication: Publisher.

e Example:

e Brown, Michael P. 2019. "The Evolution of Citation." In Scholarly Publishing Practices, edited by
Emily R. White, 112-135. London: Bloomsbury Academic.



Sample Citations for Journal Articles (Author-Date)

Journal article citations in the author-date system place the year directly after the author's name,
making it easy to track publication dates.

e Reference List Entry:
e Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume (Issue): Page range.
e Example:

e Miller, David A. 2023. "The Impact of Digital Media on Research." Journal of Modern
Communication 45 (3): 215-230.

¢ For articles accessed online, include a DOI or URL if available:

e Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume (Issue): Page range. DOI
or URL.

e Example:

e Garcia, Maria S. 2024. "Advancements in Al for Writing." Artificial Intelligence Quarterly 12 (1):
55-72. https://doi.org/10.1000/aiq.2024.12.1.55.

Sample Citations for Websites and Online Resources (Author-
Date)

When citing websites in the author-date system, the year of publication or last modification is crucial
and appears early in the citation.

e Reference List Entry:

e Author Last Name, First Name (if available). Year. "Title of Specific Page or Article." Website
Name. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

e Example:

e National Archives. 2023. "Digitizing Historical Documents." National Archives Blog. Accessed
October 26, 2023. https://www.archives.gov/blog/digitizing-historical-documents.

¢ If no author or date is available, use "n.d." for no date:



e "The Future of Academic Publishing." n.d. University Writing Center. Accessed October 26,
2023. https://writingcenter.university.edu/future-publishing.

Common Citation Challenges and Solutions

Navigating the world of citation can present challenges, especially with less common source types or
when encountering incomplete publication information. For instance, citing sources without a clear
author or publication date requires specific strategies. In the notes-bibliography system, if a source
lacks an author, the entry begins with the title. For online sources without a clear publication date,
CMOS suggests using the last updated date or the access date. In the author-date system, "n.d." is
used for "no date."

Another common issue is citing multiple works by the same author. Both systems have conventions
for handling this, typically involving adding the title to differentiate between works or using
alphabetical sorting of the titles. For direct quotes, ensuring the correct page number is included in
the in-text citation is paramount. When in doubt, consulting the official Chicago Manual of Style 17th
edition is the most reliable way to resolve complex citation queries and ensure adherence to the most
current guidelines.

Consistency is Key: Maintaining Uniformity in Your
Citations

Regardless of which CMOS citation system you employ, the most critical aspect of producing a well-
cited document is maintaining absolute consistency. This means adhering strictly to the chosen
system's rules for every source and every citation. Inconsistencies can confuse readers, undermine
your credibility, and lead to rejection by publishers or academic reviewers.

Before beginning your writing, decide which system to use and familiarize yourself with its
requirements. As you cite sources, keep a detailed record of the information you need for each entry.
Proofread your citations meticulously, both in-text and in your final bibliography or reference list.
Checking for uniform punctuation, capitalization, and formatting across all your citations will
demonstrate your attention to detail and professionalism.

FAQ

Q: What are the main differences between the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system in the



Chicago Manual of Style 17th edition?

A: The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations, often allowing for
additional commentary, and is typically followed by a bibliography. The author-date system uses brief
parenthetical citations in the text (author, year) that refer to a reference list at the end of the
document. The choice often depends on the discipline or publisher's preference.

Q: How do | cite a book with more than three authors using
the notes-bibliography system in CMOS 17th edition?

A: For a bibliography entry with more than three authors, you list the first author's name followed by
"et al." For notes, you can list all authors on the first note and then use "et al." in subsequent notes
for the same source.

Q: When should I use a DOI or URL for citing online journal
articles in CMOS 17th edition?

A: You should always include a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if one is available for an online journal
article. If a DOI is not available, use the URL. This helps readers access the most stable version of the
article.

Q: What is the proper format for citing a website with no
listed author or publication date in CMOS 17th edition?
A: For a website with no author, begin the citation with the title of the specific page or article. If there

is no publication or last updated date, use "n.d." (no date) for the author-date system or the access
date for the notes-bibliography system, followed by the URL.

Q: How do | handle citing the same source multiple times in
the notes-bibliography system with CMOS 17th edition?

A: The first time a source is cited, a full note is provided. Subsequent citations of the same source are
shortened, typically including the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number. If only
one work by an author is cited, the note can be even briefer, often just the author's last name and
page number.

Q: Is it acceptable to use an abbreviation for common terms
like "publisher" or "editor" in CMOS 17th edition citations?

A: Generally, CMOS discourages the use of abbreviations for common terms like "publisher" and
"editor" in formal citations, preferring the full words. Abbreviations are typically reserved for specific
contexts like page numbers (p./pp.) or edition numbers (ed.).



Q: What is the difference in how the publication year is
presented in the notes-bibliography versus the author-date
system in CMOS 17th edition?

A: In the notes-bibliography system, the publication year appears at the end of the bibliography entry,
typically after the publisher. In the author-date system, the publication year immediately follows the
author's name in both the in-text citation and the reference list entry.
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