chicago manual of style 17th edition
parenthetical citation

chicago manual of style 17th edition parenthetical citation serves as a cornerstone for
academic and professional writing, ensuring clarity, credibility, and proper attribution of sources.
Navigating its intricacies, particularly the parenthetical citation style, can often be a point of
confusion for writers. This comprehensive guide delves deep into the nuances of the Chicago Manual
of Style, 17th edition's parenthetical citation method, providing clear explanations and practical
examples for various source types. We will explore the fundamental principles, the structure of a
typical parenthetical citation, and how to adapt it for different materials like books, journal articles,
websites, and even audiovisual works. Understanding these elements is crucial for avoiding
plagiarism and building a robust, trustworthy piece of writing.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style
Parenthetical Citations

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary systems for citation: the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system. The parenthetical citation method discussed here falls under the
author-date system. This system is favored in many social sciences and some natural sciences
because it allows readers to quickly locate the full bibliographic information in a reference list or
bibliography at the end of the work, correlating directly with the in-text citation. The author-date
system aims for conciseness within the text while maintaining a direct link to the source's origin,
thereby enhancing the reader's ability to verify information and explore sources further.

The fundamental principle behind the Chicago author-date parenthetical citation is to provide
enough information within the text itself to identify the source and its specific location, without
disrupting the flow of your writing too significantly. This typically involves the author's last name



and the year of publication. When this information is insufficient to distinguish between multiple
works by the same author published in the same year, additional identifiers become necessary, such
as a shortened title. The goal is always to be clear and unambiguous, guiding your reader efficiently
to the corresponding entry in your reference list.

The Core Components of a Parenthetical Citation

At its most basic, a Chicago style parenthetical citation consists of two essential elements: the
author's last name and the year of publication. For instance, if you are quoting or referencing a work
by Jane Doe published in 2020, the in-text citation would appear as (Doe 2020). This pairing allows
readers to quickly scan your text and identify the origin of the information, then cross-reference it
with your full bibliography. The placement of the parenthetical citation is typically at the end of the
sentence or clause containing the referenced material, just before the final punctuation mark.

However, the core components can be expanded to provide more specificity, especially when dealing
with multiple works by the same author or when referencing a particular page or range of pages.
When citing specific pages, the page number(s) are added after the year, separated by a comma. For
example, (Doe 2020, 45) would indicate a reference to page 45 of Doe's 2020 publication. If you are
referencing a range of pages, you would use an en dash: (Doe 2020, 45-47). This level of detail is
crucial for academic integrity and for allowing others to locate the precise information you are
drawing upon.

Handling Multiple Works by the Same Author

A common scenario that requires careful attention is when an author has published multiple works
in the same year. In such cases, the basic (Author Year) format is insufficient. To differentiate these
works, Chicago style appends lowercase letters to the publication year, corresponding to the order
in which the works are listed in the bibliography. For instance, if Jane Doe published two books in
2020, and they appear as Doe 2020a and Doe 2020b in your bibliography, your parenthetical
citations would be (Doe 2020a) and (Doe 2020b), respectively. This system ensures that each unique
source is clearly identifiable.

It is imperative that the letters assigned to the years in your parenthetical citations precisely match
the order and assignment in your endnote bibliography. Consistency is paramount. If you are citing a
specific page from one of these works, the page number follows the letter, separated by a comma:
(Doe 2020a, 112). This precise attribution prevents confusion and maintains the integrity of your
source referencing. The order of these lettered citations in the bibliography is determined
alphabetically by title for works by the same author in the same year, unless there is a specific
reason to alter it.

Citing Works with No Author or Editor

When a work lacks a discernible author or editor, the parenthetical citation typically begins with a



shortened version of the title. This shortened title should be italicized if the work is a standalone
publication (like a book or website), or enclosed in quotation marks if it is part of a larger work (like
an article or chapter). For example, if you are citing a book titled "The Art of Citation," the
parenthetical citation might be ("Art of Citation" 2021). For a webpage titled "Understanding
Parentheticals," it might be ("Understanding Parentheticals" n.d.) if no date is available.

The year of publication is then included, if available. If no publication date can be found, the
abbreviation "n.d." (no date) is used in place of the year. For instance, a report published without a
date would be cited as (Report Title n.d., 15). The key is to provide enough information for the
reader to locate the full entry in the bibliography. The shortened title should be recognizable and
distinct enough to avoid confusion with other sources, and its length can be adjusted if necessary to
achieve clarity.

Citing Books with Parenthetical Citations

Citing books using the Chicago author-date parenthetical system is straightforward, provided you
have the essential publication details. The standard format remains (Author Last Name Year, Page
Number). For instance, a reference to page 75 of a book by John Smith published in 2019 would be
(Smith 2019, 75). If you are referencing the entire work or an idea from it without referring to a
specific page, you can omit the page number: (Smith 2019). This maintains conciseness while still
crediting the source accurately.

When citing an edited volume where you are referencing an individual chapter or contribution
rather than the volume as a whole, the citation should reflect the author of that specific piece. For
example, if a chapter by Emily White is included in an edited book by Robert Green published in
2022, and you are referencing White's contribution on page 150, the citation would be (White 2022,
150). The bibliography entry would then list White as the author of the chapter and Green as the
editor of the collection, clarifying the source structure.

Works with Corporate Authors

In cases where an organization, government agency, or corporation is the author of a work, their
name functions as the author in the parenthetical citation. For example, a report by the World
Health Organization published in 2021 would be cited as (World Health Organization 2021). If the
organization's name is lengthy, it may be abbreviated in subsequent citations after its first full
mention, provided the abbreviation is clearly defined in the bibliography. However, for clarity and
consistency, it is often best to use the full name throughout if it is not excessively cumbersome.

If the organization also acts as the publisher, you still include the organization's name as the author.
The year of publication follows, and any specific page numbers are included as needed. For instance,
a press release from the National Park Service in 2023 might be cited as (National Park Service
2023, 3). The key is to clearly attribute the authorship to the entity responsible for the content,
ensuring readers can trace the origin of the information back to the appropriate corporate body.



Citing Journal Articles and Periodicals

Citing journal articles within the Chicago author-date system requires including the author's last
name, the publication year, and, crucially, the page number where the information appears. For a
standard journal article by Maria Garcia published in 2023, the citation would be (Garcia 2023, 88).
This format provides immediate context for the reader, allowing them to quickly find the relevant
article and page in your bibliography. The year of publication is particularly important for scholarly
journals, as it signifies the timeliness of the research.

When referencing articles from magazines or newspapers, the citation follows a similar pattern but
often omits the page number if the article is published on discontinuous pages. However, if the
article is on consecutive pages or a single page, including it is good practice. For a magazine article
by David Lee published on October 15, 2022, the citation might be (Lee 2022). If you are referencing
a specific page, it would be (Lee 2022, 15). The overall goal remains clarity and precise attribution
to the original source.

Articles with Multiple Authors

For journal articles or other works with two or three authors, list all authors' last names in the
parenthetical citation, connected by "and." For example, if an article by Smith, Jones, and Brown
was published in 2021, the citation would be (Smith, Jones, and Brown 2021). If the article has more
than three authors, Chicago style recommends listing only the first author's last name followed by
"et al." and the year. For instance, (Adams et al. 2020). This convention helps keep in-text citations
concise when dealing with extensive author lists.

It is essential that the bibliography entry for works with multiple authors precisely reflects the
authorship as presented in the original publication. The "et al." convention in the parenthetical
citation is a shorthand for managing the visual density of the text. The full author list must appear in
the bibliography, maintaining a clear and accurate record of all contributors to the work. This
distinction between in-text citation practice and bibliography listing is a key aspect of Chicago's
author-date system.

Citing Online Sources and Websites

Citing online sources in Chicago style can present unique challenges due to the fluid nature of web
content and the variability of available information. For websites where an author is clearly
identified, the parenthetical citation typically follows the standard (Author Last Name Year) format.
For example, a webpage authored by Sarah Chen published in 2024 would be cited as (Chen 2024).
If a specific page number or section is relevant, it can be included, though page numbers are less
common on websites than in print materials.

When a publication date is unavailable for an online source, use "n.d." (no date) in place of the year,
as in (Chen n.d.). If no author is listed for a webpage, use a shortened version of the page's title. For
instance, if a webpage is titled "The Future of Digital Marketing," and no author is specified, the



citation would be ("Future of Digital Marketing" 2023) if a 2023 publication date is present, or
("Future of Digital Marketing" n.d.) if no date is available. This ensures that the reader can locate
the correct entry in the bibliography.

Webpages with Corporate Authors

Similar to print publications, if a webpage is authored by an organization or corporation, the
organization's name serves as the author. For example, a report posted on the United Nations
website in 2022 would be cited as (United Nations 2022). If the organization's name is very long, and
it is used multiple times, consider defining an abbreviation in your bibliography. However, for
clarity, especially in shorter works, using the full name is generally preferred.

The year of publication for web content should be the most recent date associated with the page,
whether it's a publication date or a last updated date. If no date is available, use "n.d." Parenthetical
citations for corporate web authors will look like (Organization Name Year, Section Title) if you are
referencing a specific section or subsection. The goal is to provide enough information for clear
identification and retrieval of the source.

Citing Other Source Types

Chicago style extends its parenthetical citation guidelines to a variety of other source types,
ensuring comprehensive and consistent referencing across different media. For unpublished works,
such as dissertations or manuscripts, the citation typically includes the author's last name and the
year of completion or the date of the manuscript if it's the only available date. For example, (Davis
2018) might refer to an unpublished dissertation. If a specific page is relevant, it would be (Davis
2018, 90).

Audiovisual materials like films, documentaries, and interviews also require parenthetical citations.
For a film, you would typically cite the director and the year of release, like (Spielberg 1993) for
"Turassic Park." For interviews, you would cite the interviewee and the date of the interview, such as
(Nguyen, personal interview, 2023). The specific format might vary slightly depending on the details
available, but the principle of attributing authorship and providing a date remains constant.

Citing Government Documents and Reports

Government documents and reports are often authored by government agencies or specific
departments. In the Chicago author-date system, the name of the government body serves as the
author. For example, a report from the U.S. Department of Commerce published in 2021 would be
cited as (U.S. Department of Commerce 2021). If the document has a specific author or committee
listed, and the agency name is very long, you might use the most specific authoring body. However,
consistency with the bibliography entry is key.

When citing specific sections or pages within these documents, the page number is appended to the



year, separated by a comma: (U.S. Department of Commerce 2021, 15). If the document is an act or
statute, the citation might include the act's name and year, like (Clean Air Act 1990). Always ensure
that the information provided in the parenthetical citation directly corresponds to the full
bibliographic entry, making it easy for your reader to find the source in your reference list.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices

One of the most frequent errors in Chicago style parenthetical citations is inconsistency between the
in-text citations and the endnote bibliography. Every source cited in the text must have a
corresponding entry in the bibliography, and vice versa. Furthermore, the information presented in
the parenthetical citation (author, year, and page number, if applicable) must precisely match the
details in the bibliography entry for that source. Mismatches can lead to reader confusion and
undermine the credibility of your work.

Another common pitfall is the misuse of "et al." Remember that this is only applied to works with
more than three authors, and only the first author's last name is used in the parenthetical citation.
For works with two or three authors, all their last names should be listed. Additionally, ensure
correct punctuation, such as the placement of commas and the use of periods. Always double-check
the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for the most current guidelines, as minor updates
can occur.

Ensuring Clarity and Conciseness

The primary goal of a parenthetical citation is to provide clear and concise attribution without
disrupting the reader's experience. Avoid overly long or complex parenthetical citations where
possible. If you find yourself needing to cite multiple works by the same author extensively, consider
how you can integrate the information more smoothly into your prose or restructure your sentences.
For example, instead of numerous citations within a single sentence, you might introduce the idea
and then cite the primary source.

Always err on the side of providing too much information rather than too little when it comes to
citations. It is better to include a page number when it might be helpful than to omit it and force the
reader to search. When in doubt, consult the Chicago Manual of Style, 17th edition, or a reputable
style guide. Practicing these principles consistently will lead to more professional and credible
academic writing.

FAQ

Q: What is the difference between Chicago's author-date



parenthetical citation and its notes-bibliography system?

A: The author-date system uses in-text parenthetical citations (Author Year) that correspond to a
reference list at the end of the document. The notes-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or
endnotes for citations and a bibliography at the end. The parenthetical system is often preferred in
fields where brevity within the text is valued and quick source identification is needed.

Q: When do I need to include a page number in a Chicago style
parenthetical citation?

A: You must include a page number in a Chicago style parenthetical citation whenever you are
quoting directly from a source or paraphrasing a specific idea or piece of information that is
contained on a particular page or range of pages. For general references to a work or concepts
discussed broadly, page numbers may be omitted.

Q: How do I cite a source with no publication date using
Chicago's parenthetical citation?

A: When a source lacks a publication date, you should use "n.d." (which stands for "no date") in place
of the year in your parenthetical citation. For example, if a website has no date and no author, it
would be cited as ("Website Title" n.d.).

Q: What is the rule for citing sources with more than three
authors in Chicago style parenthetical citations?

A: For sources with more than three authors, Chicago style dictates that you should list only the first
author's last name followed by "et al." and the year of publication in the parenthetical citation. For
example, (Johnson et al. 2023). The full list of authors must appear in the bibliography.

Q: Can I abbreviate author names in Chicago style
parenthetical citations?

A: No, you should not abbreviate author names in Chicago style parenthetical citations. You must
use the author's full last name as it appears in the source. Abbreviation of corporate author names is
sometimes permissible after the first full citation if clearly defined in the bibliography.

Q: How do I cite multiple works by the same author in the
same year using parenthetical citations?

A: When citing multiple works by the same author published in the same year, you must append a
lowercase letter to the year for each work, corresponding to their order in the bibliography. For
example, (Smith 2022a) and (Smith 2022b). This distinction is crucial for accurate referencing.



Q: What if the author is an organization rather than an
individual?

A: If the author is an organization, government agency, or corporation, use the full name of that
entity in place of an individual author's last name in the parenthetical citation. For example, (World
Health Organization 2023).

Q: Should the parenthetical citation come before or after the
period?

A: In most cases, the parenthetical citation should be placed just before the final punctuation mark
of the sentence or clause that contains the cited material. For example: "This concept is widely
discussed in contemporary literature (Jones 2021, 55)."
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