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Chicago Manual of Style 17th Edition in Social Sciences: A Comprehensive Guide

Chicago manual of style 17th edition in social sciences serves as an indispensable resource for
researchers, scholars, and students navigating the complexities of academic writing. This edition
refines and updates the guidelines for presenting research, citing sources, and formatting
manuscripts, ensuring clarity, consistency, and credibility. Understanding its nuances is crucial for
effectively communicating findings in fields ranging from sociology and psychology to political science
and anthropology. This article delves into the core principles of the Chicago Manual of Style, 17th
Edition, as they apply specifically to the social sciences, covering citation styles, manuscript
preparation, and common editorial practices. We will explore how to implement its detailed rules to
produce polished and professional academic work.
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Understanding Citation Styles: Notes-Bibliography and
Author-Date

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), 17th Edition, offers two primary citation systems: the notes-
bibliography (NB) system and the author-date (AD) system. Both are widely accepted in academic
disciplines, but their application in the social sciences often depends on the specific field or journal
requirements. The NB system is prevalent in humanities and some social science disciplines, utilizing
footnotes or endnotes to provide source information alongside parenthetical in-text citations.
Conversely, the author-date system, more common in the natural and social sciences, places
parenthetical citations directly within the text, followed by a reference list at the end of the work.
Choosing the appropriate system is the first critical step in adhering to CMOS guidelines.

The Notes-Bibliography (NB) System in Social Sciences

The notes-bibliography system, often favored for its ability to embed detailed commentary alongside
citations, finds application in social science fields that have historical or qualitative research
orientations. For instance, an anthropologist might use endnotes to elaborate on ethnographic details
or provide background information that would disrupt the flow of the main text. Each footnote or



endnote corresponds to a numbered reference in a bibliography at the end of the paper, which lists all
sources cited. This system allows for a more nuanced presentation of evidence and theoretical
discussions, enabling authors to include supplementary information without cluttering the primary
narrative.

The Author-Date (AD) System in Social Sciences

The author-date system is particularly well-suited for social science research that relies on empirical
data and a large body of existing literature. Fields like political science, sociology, and psychology
frequently adopt this method. In the AD system, in-text citations typically include the author's last
name and the year of publication (e.g., (Smith 2020)). This format allows readers to quickly identify
the source of information and its temporal context. The corresponding reference list at the end of the
manuscript provides full bibliographic details for each cited work, enabling easy verification and
further research. The conciseness of this system makes it efficient for works that draw heavily on
numerous studies.

Crafting Effective Citations: Key Differences and
Applications

Regardless of the chosen system, the accuracy and consistency of citations are paramount in
academic integrity. The 17th edition of CMOS provides meticulous instructions for formatting both in-
text citations and bibliography/reference list entries. This includes variations for different types of
sources, such as books, journal articles, websites, and interviews, which are common in social science
research.

Formatting In-Text Citations

In the notes-bibliography system, in-text citations are typically indicated by a superscript number
placed at the end of a sentence or clause, just before the punctuation mark. The first citation of a
source in a note is comprehensive, while subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened.
For the author-date system, the in-text citation consists of the author's last name, the year of
publication, and, if directly quoting, the page number. For example, a direct quote might appear as
(Johnson 2019, 45). When citing multiple works, the order within the parentheses is typically
alphabetical by author's last name, separated by semicolons. CMOS provides specific guidance for
citing works by the same author in the same year or for citing multiple works by the same author that
have the same publication year.

Compiling Bibliographies and Reference Lists

The bibliography (used with the NB system) and the reference list (used with the AD system) share
many similarities in their purpose: to provide a complete record of all sources consulted and cited.



Both lists are alphabetized by the author's last name. However, the specific formatting of entries
differs slightly between the two systems. For example, in a bibliography, the author's name is
typically presented as Last Name, First Name. In a reference list, it's often First Name Last Name,
though CMOS allows for variations depending on the context. The 17th edition offers detailed
templates for a vast array of source types, ensuring that every element, from the title of a book to the
DOI of a journal article, is presented correctly.

e Books: Author, Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year).

e Journal Articles: Author, "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page
Numbers. DOI (if available).

e Websites: Author (if available), "Title of Page," Name of Website, Date of Publication (if
available), URL (accessed Date).

Manuscript Preparation and Formatting Guidelines

Beyond citation styles, the Chicago Manual of Style, 17th Edition, provides comprehensive guidelines
for the overall preparation and formatting of academic manuscripts. These standards ensure a
consistent, professional, and reader-friendly presentation of research, which is crucial for social
science papers submitted for publication or academic review.

General Formatting Requirements

The 17th edition emphasizes clarity and readability. This translates to specific recommendations for
margins, line spacing, font choices, and pagination. Generally, manuscripts should be double-spaced,
with one-inch margins on all sides. Font choices should be legible, with Times New Roman or Arial
being common recommendations. Page numbers should be placed at the top right of each page,
starting with the first page of the main text.

Structuring Your Paper

While specific structures can vary by discipline and journal, CMOS offers general guidance on the
components of a scholarly paper. This typically includes a title page, abstract, main body of the text,
and a reference list or bibliography. For dissertations or theses, additional sections like a table of
contents, list of tables, and appendices may be required. The 17th edition provides specific advice on
formatting headings and subheadings to create a clear hierarchical structure, aiding readers in
navigating the content.



Tables, Figures, and Appendices

Social science research often involves the presentation of data through tables and figures. The
Chicago Manual of Style offers detailed guidelines on how to format these elements for clarity and
consistency. Tables should be numbered consecutively and have clear titles and column headings.
Figures, such as graphs and charts, should also be clearly labeled and numbered. CMOS specifies how
to place captions for tables and figures, as well as how to refer to them within the text. Appendices,
used for supplementary material that would disrupt the flow of the main text, also have specific
formatting requirements regarding numbering and titling.

Specific Considerations for Social Science Research

Certain aspects of social science research require particular attention within the framework of the
Chicago Manual of Style, 17th Edition. These often relate to the unique nature of social data,
theoretical frameworks, and the ethical considerations involved.

Citing Qualitative and Quantitative Data

Social scientists often work with diverse data types. When citing qualitative data, such as interview
transcripts or ethnographic field notes, CMOS provides guidance on how to format these citations,
often including specific archival references or interviewee pseudonyms. For quantitative data,
whether from surveys, experiments, or publicly available datasets, accurate citation of the source of
the data is crucial, along with details on the statistical methods used if they are part of the research
being cited. The 17th edition helps ensure that the origin and nature of all data used are
transparently documented.

Referencing Theories and Methodologies

Academic discourse in the social sciences is heavily influenced by theoretical frameworks and
methodological approaches. CMOS provides clear rules for citing seminal works that introduce
theories, as well as for referencing specific methodologies. This ensures that credit is given to the
originators of theoretical concepts and that the research is situated within its appropriate
methodological context. Whether discussing Bourdieu's theory of practice or employing grounded
theory methodology, proper citation is key to academic rigor.

Ethical Considerations in Citation

The 17th edition implicitly supports ethical scholarship by emphasizing accurate and complete
attribution. In the social sciences, this extends to respecting the anonymity of research participants
when necessary, as well as properly acknowledging the intellectual contributions of others. When
citing interview data, for instance, authors must adhere to ethical guidelines regarding participant



consent and confidentiality, often using pseudonyms and avoiding personally identifiable information,
all of which can be managed through careful citation practices.

Common Editorial Practices and Style Consistency

Maintaining consistency in style is a hallmark of professional academic writing. The Chicago Manual of
Style, 17th Edition, offers extensive guidance on common editorial practices that ensure uniformity
throughout a manuscript, which is vital for clarity and credibility.

Punctuation and Grammar

CMOS provides definitive guidance on a wide range of punctuation and grammatical issues, from the
use of serial commas (also known as the Oxford comma) to the correct application of hyphens and
apostrophes. For social science writers, clarity in conveying complex ideas is paramount, and
adhering to these rules ensures that sentences are unambiguous. For example, the choice of whether
or not to use a serial comma can affect the meaning of a sentence, and CMOS offers a consistent
approach.

Capitalization and Numbers

The 17th edition offers specific rules for capitalization, particularly concerning titles of works, proper
nouns, and terms that might have specialized meanings within a discipline. Similarly, it provides
guidance on when to spell out numbers and when to use numerals. For social science research that
involves statistical data, consistent formatting of numbers is essential for readability and accuracy.
For instance, CMOS typically recommends spelling out numbers one through ten and using numerals
for numbers 11 and above, with exceptions for specific contexts.

Word Usage and Spelling

CMOS addresses common queries regarding word usage and spelling, often recommending a
standard American English dictionary for reference. For social scientists, ensuring precise language is
critical, especially when dealing with specialized terminology or jargon. The manual helps writers
make informed choices about word selection to maintain clarity and avoid ambiguity. This attention to
detail in word usage contributes significantly to the overall professionalism of the research paper.

Conclusion: Mastering the Chicago Manual of Style in
Social Science Research



The Chicago Manual of Style, 17th Edition, is more than just a set of rules; it is a framework for clear,
credible, and ethical academic communication within the social sciences. By diligently applying its
guidelines for citation, manuscript preparation, and editorial consistency, researchers can significantly
enhance the impact and reception of their work. Mastering CMOS empowers social scientists to
present their findings with authority, allowing their research to speak for itself with clarity and
precision. Embracing these standards ensures that scholarly contributions are not only rigorously
researched but also elegantly and effectively communicated to the academic community and beyond.

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in the 17th edition of
the Chicago Manual of Style for social sciences?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text and presented at the end of the
document. The Notes-Bibliography (NB) system uses footnotes or endnotes for citations and a
bibliography at the end, while the Author-Date (AD) system uses parenthetical in-text citations
(author, year) and a reference list at the end. The NB system is often preferred in fields that value
detailed commentary or historical context, while the AD system is more common in empirical social
sciences for its conciseness and ease of quick reference.

Q: When should a social science researcher choose the Notes-
Bibliography system over the Author-Date system?

A: A social science researcher might choose the Notes-Bibliography system if their work requires
extensive explanatory notes, the inclusion of extensive quotations with detailed contextual
information, or if their specific discipline traditionally favors this method. Fields like history of science
or certain subfields of sociology that engage deeply with historical texts or require rich narrative
detail might find the NB system more suitable for embedding complex explanations.

Q: How does the 17th edition of CMOS address citing online
resources commonly used in social sciences?

A: The 17th edition provides detailed guidance for citing various online resources, including websites,
online journal articles, blog posts, and social media content. It emphasizes including sufficient
information for the reader to locate the source, such as author, title of the specific page or article,
name of the website, publication date (if available), and the URL. It also advises on how to handle
websites with no author or publication date, often recommending an access date.

Q: What are the key formatting requirements for tables and
figures in social science papers according to CMOS 17th
edition?

A: According to CMOS 17th edition, tables and figures should be numbered consecutively, have clear
titles, and be referred to in the text. Tables should have column headings and horizontal rules, while
figures require clear labels and captions. The manual provides specific instructions on the placement
of tables and figures, usually after their first mention in the text or grouped at the end of the



document in an appendix.

Q: How does the Chicago Manual of Style, 17th Edition, handle
the citation of interviews in social science research?

A: CMOS provides guidance for citing interviews, which are common in qualitative social science
research. It typically requires specifying the interviewee, the type of interview (e.g., personal,
telephone), the date and location of the interview, and often a reference to where the interview
material is archived or accessible, or a statement about its private nature. For ethical reasons,
pseudonyms are often used, and this should be noted in the citation or manuscript.

Q: Is there a specific rule in CMOS 17th edition regarding the
use of the serial comma in social science writing?

A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style, 17th Edition, strongly recommends the use of the serial comma
(also known as the Oxford comma) in a series of three or more terms. For example, it would advise
writing "sociology, psychology, and anthropology" rather than "sociology, psychology and
anthropology." This practice is encouraged to prevent ambiguity and ensure clarity in lists, which is
particularly important in detailed academic writing.

Q: How should a social science researcher cite a specific
theoretical concept or model that has multiple influential
sources?

A: When citing a theoretical concept or model with multiple influential sources, the 17th edition of
CMOS suggests citing the foundational work(s) that introduced the concept. If the concept has
evolved significantly, it is also advisable to cite key later works that have developed or applied the
theory. The in-text citation or note should direct the reader to the most relevant and authoritative
sources for understanding the concept's origins and development within the social sciences.
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