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The Chicago Manual of Style 17th Edition Examples: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual of style 17th edition examples are indispensable for anyone navigating the complex

world of academic and professional writing. This esteemed style guide, now in its 17th edition, offers

comprehensive rules and recommendations for manuscript preparation, citation, and punctuation.

Understanding its nuances, particularly through practical examples, is crucial for ensuring clarity,

consistency, and credibility in your work. This article delves deep into key areas where the 17th edition

provides specific guidance, offering detailed examples for various writing scenarios. We will explore

citation styles, punctuation intricacies, and common formatting challenges, all illuminated by the clear

directives of the Chicago Manual of Style.
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Understanding Chicago Style: Author-Date vs. Notes-

Bibliography

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) presents two distinct citation systems, and understanding the

differences is the first step to applying it correctly. The choice between the Notes-Bibliography (NB)



system and the Author-Date system often depends on the discipline and the specific publication venue.

The NB system is favored in humanities fields like history, literature, and the arts, utilizing footnotes or

endnotes for citations and a comprehensive bibliography at the end. Conversely, the Author-Date

system, common in sciences and social sciences, employs parenthetical in-text citations that directly

reference a corresponding reference list. Both systems aim for clarity and accuracy, but their

implementation differs significantly.

The 17th edition of the Chicago Manual of Style provides robust guidance on both systems. For writers

new to Chicago style, it is essential to determine which system is appropriate for their project. Many

academic journals and publishers will specify their preferred citation method. If no specification is

given, writers should consider the conventions of their field. The NB system allows for more textual

interruption and detailed commentary within the notes, while the Author-Date system offers a more

streamlined in-text experience, directing readers to the reference list for full details.

Citation Examples: Navigating the Notes-Bibliography System

The Notes-Bibliography (NB) system is a cornerstone of Chicago style, particularly in the humanities. It

involves two main components: the note (which can be a footnote or an endnote) and the bibliography.

The note provides the immediate citation information, while the bibliography offers a comprehensive list

of all sources consulted and cited in the work. The 17th edition offers precise examples for various

source types within this system.

Book Citations in Notes-Bibliography

When citing a book in a footnote or endnote, the format typically includes the author’s first and last

name, the title of the book in italics, the place of publication, the publisher, the year of publication, and

a specific page number. Subsequent citations of the same work are shortened.



First reference:

1. Robert Darnton, The Great Cat Massacre and Other Episodes in French Cultural History (New

York: Vintage Books, 1989), 56.

Subsequent reference:

2. Darnton, Cat Massacre, 88.

Journal Article Citations in Notes-Bibliography

Citing a journal article involves the author’s name, the article title in quotation marks, the journal title in

italics, the volume and issue numbers, the date of publication, and the page number(s) of the article,

followed by a specific page reference if applicable.

Full citation:

3. Mary Beard, “The Roman Revolution: A View from the Provinces,” Journal of Roman Studies

105 (2015): 1–32, 15.

Subsequent citation:

4. Beard, “Roman Revolution,” 22.



Chapter in an Edited Book Citation in Notes-Bibliography

For a chapter within an edited collection, the author of the chapter is listed first, followed by the

chapter title in quotation marks, then “in,” the editor(s)’ name(s) preceded by “ed.” or “eds.”, the title

of the book in italics, and publication details.

Full citation:

5. Clifford Geertz, “Deep Play: Notes on the Balinese Cockfight,” in The Interpretation of

Cultures: Selected Essays, ed. Clifford Geertz (New York: Basic Books, 1973), 412–51, 421.

Subsequent citation:

6. Geertz, “Cockfight,” 430.

Bibliography Entries

Bibliography entries are formatted differently from notes. Author names are inverted (last name first),

and punctuation differs. The bibliography includes all sources cited but often omits specific page

numbers unless it’s a direct quotation or a very specific point being referenced across multiple works.

Book:

Darnton, Robert. The Great Cat Massacre and Other Episodes in French Cultural History. New

York: Vintage Books, 1989.



Journal Article:

Beard, Mary. “The Roman Revolution: A View from the Provinces.” Journal of Roman Studies

105 (2015): 1–32.

Chapter in an Edited Book:

Geertz, Clifford. “Deep Play: Notes on the Balinese Cockfight.” In The Interpretation of Cultures:

Selected Essays, edited by Clifford Geertz, 412–51. New York: Basic Books, 1973.

Citation Examples: Mastering the Author-Date System

The Author-Date system prioritizes conciseness in the text, with parenthetical citations directing

readers to a comprehensive reference list. This system is widely adopted in scientific and social

science disciplines.

In-Text Citations

In-text citations typically include the author’s last name and the year of publication. If a direct quotation

is used, the page number is also included.

Paraphrased information:

The economic impact was significant (Smith 2020).



Direct quotation:

As Smith notes, “The repercussions were felt for years” (Smith 2020, 45).

Multiple authors:

Recent studies suggest a correlation (Jones and Chen 2019).

For works with three or more authors, the first author’s name followed by “et al.” is used (Davis

et al. 2018).

Reference List Entries

The reference list at the end of the document contains full bibliographic information for all in-text

citations. The formatting closely mirrors that of the bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography system, with

key differences in how author names and publication dates are presented.

Book:

Smith, John. 2020. The Economic Landscape. London: Academic Press.

Journal Article:

Jones, Emily, and David Chen. 2019. “Global Markets and Local Effects.” Journal of Economic

Studies 55 (2): 112–30.



Chapter in an Edited Book:

Davis, Robert, Sarah Lee, and Michael Brown. 2018. “Societal Shifts.” In Contemporary Issues

in Sociology, edited by Ann Williams, 201–25. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Punctuation in Chicago Style: Key Examples

Correct punctuation is vital for clarity, and the 17th edition of the Chicago Manual of Style provides

detailed guidance on its proper use. Mastering these rules ensures your writing is easy to understand

and adheres to professional standards.

The Oxford Comma (Serial Comma)

Chicago style generally recommends the use of the Oxford comma, which is the comma preceding the

conjunction in a list of three or more items. This helps to avoid ambiguity.

Without Oxford comma (potentially ambiguous):

The flag was red, white and blue.

With Oxford comma (clearer):

The flag was red, white, and blue.



Dashes

Chicago style distinguishes between en dashes and em dashes. The em dash (—) is used for

parenthetical interruptions or emphatic breaks, while the en dash (–) is used for ranges (e.g., page

numbers, dates).

Em dash example:

The results of the experiment—though surprising at first—were later validated.

En dash example:

The conference will be held from March 15–17, 2024.

Please refer to pages 78–92 for further details.

Apostrophes

Apostrophes are used for possessives and contractions. The 17th edition clarifies their use with

singular and plural nouns, and with proper nouns.

Possessive of singular nouns:

Charles’s book

The company’s policy



Possessive of plural nouns ending in s:

The students’ projects

The Smiths’ house

Contractions:

It’s a beautiful day.

Capitalization Rules with Examples

Capitalization can be a point of confusion, especially with titles and proper nouns. Chicago style offers

specific rules for consistency.

Titles of Works

In Chicago style, titles of books, articles, and other works are generally title-cased in headlines and

main titles, but sentence-cased within text citations in the Notes-Bibliography system. For the Author-

Date system, titles are typically title-cased in the reference list.

Book title in a sentence (Notes-Bibliography):

My favorite book is The Sound and the Fury.



Book title in a sentence (Author-Date):

The work titled The Sound and the Fury explores complex themes.

Article title in a sentence (Notes-Bibliography):

The article “A Study of Early American Literature” was highly informative.

Proper Nouns

Proper nouns, including names of people, places, organizations, and specific historical events, are

capitalized.

Example:

Dr. Eleanor Vance, a renowned historian from the University of Chicago, presented her findings

on the American Civil War.

Numbers and Abbreviations: Chicago Style in Practice

The treatment of numbers and abbreviations in Chicago style follows specific guidelines to ensure

consistency and clarity.



When to Spell Out Numbers

Generally, numbers one through nine are spelled out, while Arabic numerals are used for 10 and

above. There are exceptions, such as when dealing with units of measurement or when consistency

with surrounding numbers is needed.

Examples:

She has five cats.

The experiment involved 25 participants.

The team scored 3 goals.

Abbreviations

The 17th edition provides a comprehensive list of acceptable abbreviations. Common abbreviations for

units of measurement, academic degrees, and time are used in specific contexts.

Examples:

10 cm (centimeters)

2:00 p.m. (post meridiem)



Ph.D. (Doctor of Philosophy)

M.A. (Master of Arts)

Dialogue and Quotations: Crafting with Precision

Presenting dialogue and quotations accurately is essential in many types of writing. Chicago style

offers clear rules for integration and formatting.

Integrating Quotations

Short quotations (typically up to four lines of prose or three lines of verse) are usually incorporated

directly into the text, enclosed in quotation marks. Longer quotations are set off as block quotations.

Short quotation:

As the author states, “The initial findings were preliminary but promising.”

Block quotation:

The historical context is crucial:

“The negotiations faltered due to a lack of trust between the parties involved, ultimately leading

to a prolonged period of conflict that reshaped the geopolitical landscape for decades to come.”



Quotation Marks

Chicago style generally uses double quotation marks for main quotations and single quotation marks

for quotations within quotations.

Example:

He recalled the moment, saying, “She told me, ‘I cannot believe what you’ve done.’”

Formatting Manuscripts: Essential Chicago Guidelines

Beyond citations and punctuation, the Chicago Manual of Style also provides essential guidelines for

manuscript formatting, which are crucial for submission to publishers or for creating a professional

document.

Margins and Spacing

Standard manuscript formatting typically involves one-inch margins on all sides and double-spacing

throughout the document, including block quotations and the bibliography or reference list. This

ensures readability for editors and readers alike.



Title Page

A title page is usually required and includes the title of the work, the author’s name, and the author’s

affiliation or contact information. Chicago style offers specific arrangements for this page depending on

the context.

Page Numbering

Page numbers are generally placed in the upper right-hand corner of each page, starting with the first

page of the main text. Front matter, such as the table of contents, is often numbered with lowercase

Roman numerals.

The Chicago Manual of Style 17th Edition Examples serve as a crucial reference for writers seeking

accuracy and professionalism. By understanding and applying these detailed guidelines, writers can

enhance the clarity, credibility, and overall quality of their work, ensuring it meets the high standards

expected in academic and professional publishing.

FAQ

Q: What are the main differences between the Notes-Bibliography and

Author-Date systems in the Chicago Manual of Style 17th edition?

A: The Notes-Bibliography (NB) system uses footnotes or endnotes for citations and a bibliography,

commonly used in humanities. The Author-Date system uses parenthetical in-text citations and a

reference list, prevalent in sciences and social sciences. The NB system allows for more commentary

in notes, while Author-Date is more streamlined in the text.



Q: When should I use an em dash versus an en dash according to

Chicago style?

A: An em dash (—) is used to indicate an interruption of thought, an emphatic break, or a parenthetical

element within a sentence. An en dash (–) is used to indicate ranges of numbers, dates, or time

periods, such as page numbers (pp. 45–50) or years (2020–2023).

Q: Does the Chicago Manual of Style 17th edition mandate the use of

the Oxford comma?

A: Yes, the 17th edition generally recommends the use of the Oxford comma (the comma before the

conjunction in a list of three or more items) to prevent ambiguity and enhance clarity.

Q: How are journal articles cited in the Notes-Bibliography system for

the first time?

A: For the first citation of a journal article in the Notes-Bibliography system, you typically include the

author's full name, the article title in quotation marks, the journal title in italics, the volume and issue

numbers, the year of publication, and the specific page number. Example: 1. Jane Doe, "The Impact of

Technology," Journal of Innovation 25, no. 3 (2022): 105.

Q: What is the difference in formatting between a bibliography entry

and a note entry for a book in Chicago style?

A: In a note entry (Notes-Bibliography), the author's name is in first name-last name order, and there is

a specific page number referenced. In a bibliography entry, the author's last name comes first, and

generally, no specific page number is included unless it's a very specific type of source. Punctuation

also differs between the two.



Q: How do I cite a source with multiple authors using the Author-Date

system?

A: For two authors, list both last names separated by an ampersand in the parenthetical citation (Smith

& Jones 2021). For three or more authors, list the first author's last name followed by "et al." (Davis et

al. 2020). The reference list will include all authors.

Q: Are there specific rules for capitalizing titles of works within the

text?

A: Yes. In the Notes-Bibliography system, article and book titles within the text are typically sentence-

cased, meaning only the first word of the title and subtitle, and proper nouns are capitalized. In the

Author-Date system and for headlines, title-casing is often used.

Q: How should I format a quotation that is longer than four lines of

prose according to Chicago style?

A: Longer quotations (typically more than four lines of prose or three lines of poetry) should be set off

as a block quotation. This means indenting the entire quotation from the left margin, without quotation

marks, and double-spacing it (or as specified by the publisher).
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