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Mastering the Chicago Manual of Style 17th Edition Essay Citation

chicago manual of style 17th edition essay citation guidelines are a cornerstone of academic and

professional writing, ensuring clarity, consistency, and credibility in scholarly work. Whether you are a

student crafting your first research paper or a seasoned professional preparing a manuscript,

understanding these citation rules is paramount. This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies

of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) 17th edition, specifically focusing on essay citation practices.

We will explore the two primary citation systems, author-date and notes-bibliography, providing

detailed instructions and examples for in-text citations, footnotes, endnotes, and bibliographies.

Mastering these elements will not only help you avoid plagiarism but also enhance the overall quality

and professionalism of your writing, making your arguments more persuasive and your research more

accessible to your readers.
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Understanding the Two Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style 17th edition offers two distinct systems for citing sources: the Notes-

Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. The choice between these two often depends on the

academic discipline or the specific requirements of an institution or publication. Both systems aim to

provide readers with sufficient information to locate the original sources, but they structure this

information differently. The Notes-Bibliography system is prevalent in the humanities, such as

literature, history, and art history, and uses footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text,

followed by a comprehensive bibliography. Conversely, the Author-Date system is more common in the

social sciences and natural sciences, employing brief parenthetical citations in the text that include the

author's last name and the publication year, with a corresponding reference list at the end of the work.

The Notes-Bibliography System

The Notes-Bibliography system is characterized by its use of numbered notes, which can appear as

either footnotes at the bottom of the page or endnotes collected at the end of the essay. Each note

corresponds to a superscript number placed in the text at the point where a source is being

referenced. This system allows for more extensive commentary or digressions within the notes without

disrupting the flow of the main text. Furthermore, it provides a clear and structured way to attribute

ideas, direct quotes, and paraphrased information to their original authors, thereby preventing

plagiarism and giving credit where it is due. The comprehensive bibliography at the end then provides

a complete list of all sources consulted, alphabetized by the author's last name.



In-Text Citations in Notes-Bibliography

In the Notes-Bibliography system, in-text citations are represented by superscript Arabic numerals.

These numerals are placed at the end of a sentence or clause, immediately following any punctuation,

or within the punctuation if the citation directly relates to a specific word or phrase. For example, a

quote followed by a citation would appear as: "This is a significant observation."1 The numbering of

these notes is sequential, starting with 1 for the first citation in the essay and continuing throughout the

document. It is crucial to ensure that each number in the text corresponds precisely to the correct note

in the footnote or endnote section.

Footnotes and Endnotes

Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation occurs, while endnotes are compiled at

the end of the entire essay or book. The content of a footnote or endnote is generally the same,

differing only in its placement. The first time a source is cited, the note provides full bibliographic

details. Subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened, typically including the author's last

name, a shortened title, and the page number. For example, a first note might look like: John Smith,

The Art of Citation (New York: Academic Press, 2020), 45. A subsequent note for the same source

could be: Smith, Art of Citation, 62.

Creating the Bibliography

The bibliography is an essential component of the Notes-Bibliography system. It serves as an

alphabetized list of all the sources that were cited in the essay or paper. Each entry in the bibliography

provides complete bibliographic information for a given source, allowing readers to easily locate and

consult the original works. The format of bibliography entries differs slightly from that of footnotes or

endnotes, generally presenting the author's last name first, followed by the title of the work, and then

publication details. This organized list is vital for scholarly integrity and aids in further research.



The Author-Date System

The Author-Date system, as outlined in the Chicago Manual of Style 17th edition, is a more concise

method for in-text referencing, primarily utilized in disciplines that prioritize the chronology of research.

Instead of numbered notes, this system incorporates parenthetical citations directly within the text.

These citations typically include the author's last name and the year of publication, offering immediate

context to the reader about the source's origin without requiring them to consult footnotes or endnotes

for basic attribution. This approach is particularly useful in fields where understanding the development

of ideas over time is important.

In-Text Citations in Author-Date

In the Author-Date system, in-text citations are embedded within the prose, enclosed in parentheses.

The most common format is (Author Last Name Year, Page Number). For instance, a direct quotation

might be cited as (Smith 2020, 45). If the author's name is mentioned in the sentence, only the year

and page number are needed in the parentheses, such as: Smith argues that "citation is key" (2020,

45). When referring to a work with multiple authors, specific rules apply, such as using "et al." for more

than two authors. This system streamlines the reading experience by minimizing interruptions from

separate notes.

The Reference List

A crucial element of the Author-Date system is the reference list, which appears at the end of the

essay. Unlike the bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography system, the reference list includes only those

sources that were actually cited in the text. Each entry in the reference list provides full bibliographic

details for the cited source, enabling readers to find the exact publication. The entries are typically

alphabetized by the author's last name. The formatting of entries in the reference list is crucial for

consistency and adherence to CMOS 17th edition guidelines, mirroring the structure of bibliography



entries but often with minor variations depending on the source type.

Common Source Types and Citation Examples

Adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style 17th edition for essay citations requires familiarity with how to

format various types of sources. Whether you are citing a foundational book, a recent journal article,

an online resource, or an interview, precise formatting is essential for both the notes and the

bibliography or reference list. These examples provide a clear framework for correctly citing common

materials, ensuring that your academic work is both compliant and professional.

Books

Citing a book in the Chicago Manual of Style 17th edition involves providing author, title, publication

place, publisher, and year.

Notes-Bibliography System (First Note):

1. John Smith, The Art of Citation (New York: Academic Press, 2020), 45.

Notes-Bibliography System (Subsequent Note):

Smith, Art of Citation, 62.

Bibliography Entry:

Smith, John. The Art of Citation. New York: Academic Press, 2020.

Author-Date System (In-text):

(Smith 2020, 45)

Author-Date System (Reference List):

Smith, John. 2020. The Art of Citation. New York: Academic Press.



Journal Articles

Citing journal articles requires author, article title, journal title, volume, issue number, date, and page

range.

Notes-Bibliography System (First Note):

2. Jane Doe, "The Evolution of Academic Writing," Journal of Scholarly Practice 15, no. 2 (Spring

2019): 112.

Notes-Bibliography System (Subsequent Note):

Doe, "Evolution of Academic Writing," 115.

Bibliography Entry:

Doe, Jane. "The Evolution of Academic Writing." Journal of Scholarly Practice 15, no. 2 (Spring 2019):

110–25.

Author-Date System (In-text):

(Doe 2019, 112)

Author-Date System (Reference List):

Doe, Jane. 2019. "The Evolution of Academic Writing." Journal of Scholarly Practice 15 (2): 110–25.

Websites

Citing websites involves author (if available), title, website name, publication date or last updated date,

and URL.

Notes-Bibliography System (First Note):

3. "Guide to CMOS," The Chicago Manual of Style Online, accessed October 26, 2023,

https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citation.html.

Notes-Bibliography System (Subsequent Note):

"Guide to CMOS."

Bibliography Entry:



"Guide to CMOS." The Chicago Manual of Style Online. Accessed October 26, 2023.

https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citation.html.

Author-Date System (In-text):

(The Chicago Manual of Style Online)

Author-Date System (Reference List):

The Chicago Manual of Style Online. n.d. "Guide to CMOS." Accessed October 26, 2023.

https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citation.html.

Interviews

Citing interviews requires the interviewee, interviewer (if applicable), date, and description of the

interview.

Notes-Bibliography System (First Note):

4. Interview with Dr. Emily Carter, by author, October 20, 2023.

Notes-Bibliography System (Subsequent Note):

Carter interview.

Bibliography Entry:

Carter, Emily. Interview by author. October 20, 2023.

Author-Date System (In-text):

(Carter 2023)

Author-Date System (Reference List):

Carter, Emily. 2023. Interview by author. October 20, 2023.

Formatting Your Essay for CMOS 17th Edition

Beyond just citations, the Chicago Manual of Style 17th edition provides detailed guidelines for the

overall formatting of an essay. These include specifications for margins, line spacing, font choices, and



the presentation of headings and subheadings. Adhering to these formatting rules ensures a

professional and polished appearance for your work, making it easier for your readers to engage with

your content. For instance, CMOS generally recommends 1-inch margins on all sides and double-

spacing throughout the text, including block quotations and the bibliography or reference list.

When using the Notes-Bibliography system, the footnotes or endnotes should be formatted

consistently, typically with a superscript number in the text and the corresponding note beginning with

the number followed by the citation details. Block quotations, which are longer than five lines, should

be indented from the left margin without quotation marks. Similarly, the bibliography or reference list

should be formatted with a hanging indent, where the first line of each entry is flush with the left

margin, and subsequent lines are indented. Attention to these details demonstrates a commitment to

academic rigor and clarity.

Final Thoughts on CMOS 17th Edition Essay Citation

Effectively employing the Chicago Manual of Style 17th edition for essay citations is a vital skill for any

writer aiming for academic or professional excellence. By understanding and applying the principles of

either the Notes-Bibliography or the Author-Date system, you can ensure that your work is accurately

referenced, your arguments are well-supported, and your readers have the necessary tools to explore

your sources further. Remember that consistency is key; once you choose a system, stick with it

throughout your document. Consulting the official Chicago Manual of Style 17th edition is always the

definitive resource for any specific or complex citation question. Mastering these citation practices not

only upholds academic integrity but also elevates the credibility and readability of your writing.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-Bibliography and



Author-Date systems in the Chicago Manual of Style 17th edition?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The Notes-Bibliography system

uses numbered footnotes or endnotes, while the Author-Date system uses parenthetical citations with

the author's last name and publication year. The Notes-Bibliography system is generally preferred in

the humanities, whereas Author-Date is more common in the sciences.

Q: When should I use footnotes versus endnotes in the Notes-

Bibliography system?

A: The choice between footnotes and endnotes is largely a matter of preference or publisher

requirement. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference occurs, offering

immediate context. Endnotes are compiled at the end of the document, which can lead to cleaner page

layouts but requires readers to flip to the end for information. Both systems are equally valid under

CMOS 17th edition.

Q: How do I cite a source for the first time versus subsequent times in

the Notes-Bibliography system?

A: The first time a source is cited in the Notes-Bibliography system, the note should include full

bibliographic information. For subsequent citations of the same source, a shortened form is used,

typically including the author's last name, a shortened title of the work, and the specific page number

being referenced.

Q: What is the purpose of a bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography

system and a reference list in the Author-Date system?

A: Both the bibliography and the reference list serve to provide readers with a complete list of all

sources consulted or cited. The bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography system includes all sources that



were referenced in the notes, while the reference list in the Author-Date system includes only those

sources that were specifically cited within the text.

Q: How do I cite a website in Chicago Manual of Style 17th edition?

A: To cite a website in CMOS 17th edition, include the author (if available), the title of the specific

page or article, the name of the website, the publication date or last updated date, and the URL. For

the Notes-Bibliography system, you would also note the access date. For the Author-Date system, the

reference list entry would include the publication year or "n.d." if no date is available.

Q: What are the basic components of an in-text citation using the

Author-Date system?

A: In the Author-Date system, the basic in-text citation includes the author's last name and the year of

publication, enclosed in parentheses, like (Smith 2020). If you are referencing a specific passage or

quote, you should also include the page number: (Smith 2020, 45).

Q: Does the Chicago Manual of Style 17th edition specify particular

font types or sizes for essays?

A: While CMOS provides guidelines for formatting, it does not mandate specific font types or sizes.

However, it recommends using a legible font, such as Times New Roman, and consistent sizing,

typically 12-point, with 1-inch margins and double-spacing for the main text.

Q: What is the rule for citing multiple authors in Chicago Manual of

Style 17th edition?

A: For the Notes-Bibliography system, when citing two authors, list both names in the note or

bibliography. For three or more authors, list the first author's name followed by "et al." in both notes



and the bibliography. In the Author-Date system, this "et al." convention generally applies to in-text

citations as well for three or more authors.

Q: Can I use a shortened title in my bibliography entry if I'm using the

Notes-Bibliography system?

A: No, the full bibliographic entry in the bibliography should always contain the complete title of the

work. Shortened titles are only used in subsequent notes when referring to a source that has already

been fully cited.
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